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Mission Anticipation
As an expression of God'’s love,
Samaritan’s Carriage tailor’s
experiences and personal

What are you looking forward to? It’s a simple question with a multitude of
answers. | love having something planned that | can look forward to. The
anticipation adds to the excitement of the event. Merriam-Webster defines

encounters that affirm, bless, anticipation as an emotion involving pleasure or anxiety in considering or
and bring joy into the lives of awaiting an expected event. My hope is that the guests of Samaritan’s
persons having limited Carriage experience good feelings when they are anticipating their next
mobility. adventure with Samaritan’s Carriage.

The human brain thrives on anticipation. When we look forward to
something, our brain releases dopamine, often referred to as the "feel-
good" hormone which can enhance our mood and energy levels. Imagine
yourself living in a retirement home or an assisted living home. You’ve spent
the past months observing the bitter cold weather of winter through the
window in your room. You’ve seen the snow piles from the parking lot piled
up higher and higher. Will they be gone by spring? When will you be able to
go back outside and feel the warmth of the sun on your skin?

When | think about our Samaritan’s Carriage guests, | can imagine them
having some of these thoughts. Wondering when is Samaritan’s Carriage
starting up again? How much longer is the wait? Well, schedules are ready,
reservations are confirmed at our favorite locations, and the volunteers are
good to go. Our first outing is Tuesday, March 24 with a trip to Meijer
Gardens to witness the beauty of butterflies from around the world. So let
the anticipation grow, we’re coming! The anticipation of seeing our friends
again, interacting with them on a shared adventure and the camaraderie of
eating a meal together is PURE JOY.
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Welcome to Mark Greidanus, Board Member

Mark was born and raised in West Michigan, and he lives on the Southeast side
of Grand Rapids with his wife and two children. Mark grew up attending First
CRC, and he has a variety of connections to Samaritan’s Carriage. His grandpa
volunteered for many years and his in-laws have served as caregivers for a
person who participated in Samaritan’s Carriage trips. Mark is an Attorney
practicing law at Nicewander, Berens, and DeVries, in Jenison. Mark handles
matters involving business, real estate, and estate planning. Mark has joined
the board because he knows the impact its work has on the quality of the guests’
lives, and he hopes he can contribute to its work using his legal expertise.

SAMARITAN’S CARRIAGE VOLUNTEERS
Who are they? Maybe you?

They are friends from church or work, people who observe Samaritan’s Carriage in action and want to join
in the fun. It’s a five hour commitment once a month, includes new friends, entrance to museums, a
variety of excursions to new places, lunch and the chance to observe delight as it unfolds.

Over the past year and during the winter months 8 of our wonderful volunteers have had to
resign due to significant health situations.
If you are recently retired or just looking for a way to add blessings to your own life and as a bonus
someone else’s life, PLEASE contact Samaritan’s Carriage via our website.
samaritanscarriage.org

From a volunteer’s perspective:
“God has given my husband, Lee, and myself a love for serving with Samaritan Carriage because we
love to listen to the life stories our special friends share. Their eyes light up when they remember fondly
and as they reminisce - lovingly telling their story. Many of them have traveled or served in other
countries. | love to hear their faith stories. It's important to let them know they are special and that
we are so thankful they have shared their stories with us. In God’s service,” Jean DeVries

2025 Memorial Gifts: Donations to Samaritan’s Carriage Annual Fund
can be mailed to:
Samaritan’s Carriage C/O Sara Buchholz
2431 Paris Ave SE, Grand Rapids Ml 494507
In memory of Harv and Gloria Gerrits or you may give via the website at www.samaritanscarriage.org
Kevin Egan Monthly donors, Required Minimum Distribution and Legacy Gifts
are all deeply appreciated.

In memory of Richard Cunningham
Sue Saucier

In memory of Gary Ruiter
John and Drenda Thoen Charitable Giving Number: 30-0065870
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SAMARITAN'S CARRIAGE 2025 DONORS

Thank you for your continued generosity. Samaritan’s Carriage is financially stable due to your faithful commitment.
We will continue to celebrate life through stories, laughter and a sense of wonder, understanding that Christian
caring and fellowship can heal, encourage and ease the effects of loneliness.
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Prayer Requests:

Volunteers — Prayers for the volunteers who stepped
away because of health situations.

Safety — Prayers for a safe year of outings and for
drivers to be confident and careful driving our
precious cargo.

Outings — Prayers for JOY and the alleviation of
loneliness for our guests.

Guests — Prayers for joy and fun on every outing and
no cancelations.

Homes we visit — Prayers for the Life Enrichment
Coordinators and the aides that join us on the
adventures.

Donors — Prayers for their continued commitment to
Samaritan’s Carriage and its mission.

The World — Prayers of Mercy and Hope



