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Samaritan’s Carriage is 20 years old! 

Our Mission 
 

As an expression of God’s love, 
Samaritan’s Carriage tailors 
experiences and personal 

encounters that affirm, bless, 
and bring joy into the lives of 

persons having limited mobility. 

Executive Director’s Note: 
What an amazing first year for me! When I think back to January and 
February wondering if Samaritan’s Carriage could begin in April, would 
COVID still be around? Would we wear masks on every ride? Where would 
we go? I found the planned outing list from 2019 when the world shut 
down. I thought we might as well start with that schedule but there was 

SO MUCH MORE TO SEE AND DO!! 

§ Meijer Gardens 
§ Countryside Greenhouse 
§ Kollin Park, Holland 
§ Rockford Dam 
§ John Ball Park Zoo 
§ Van Andel Museum 
§ Farmer’s Market, Holland 
§ Meijer Garden Sculpture Park Walk 
§ Allendale Community Park Concert – Blue Water Ramblers 
§ Westgate Bowling 
§ Blandford Nature Center 
§ Farmer’s Market, Grand Haven 
§ Chinook Pier, Grand Haven 
§ Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum plus the Sistine Chapel exhibit 
§ Dollar Store 
§ Downtown Market 
§ Art Prize, strolling through DeVos Hall and the Amway Grand Hotel 
§ Hemlock Crossing 
§ Centennial Park, Holland 
§ Red Barn Orchard, Lowell 
§ Rivertown Mall 
§ Park Congregational Church – Concerts 
§ Colonial Clock Building, Holland 
§ Meijer Garden Christmas Tree exhibit 

Each outing turned into an adventure. We looked at nature, we learned our 
history, we experienced life outside of our “homes”. We heard sounds of 
nature: waves and birds and zoo animals. We smelled flowers and watched 
caterpillars turn into butterflies. We experienced the changing of the 
seasons. We started the spring with blankets on laps and wrapped around 
shoulders, summer came and the sun warmed our bodies as we walked by 
magnificent Lake Michigan. Now we’re back to blankets and we anticipate 
the coming of snow when we will all hunker down in our own homes.  
                           But we’ll be BACK!  Spring will come again! 

Article written by Sara Buchholz 

 
   



       
       
       
  
 

How can you support Samaritan’s Carriage  
into the future? 

• Be a monthly donor to the general fund. 
• Support our upcoming campaign for a new Carriage. 
•  Leave a Legacy Gift!  Invest in the future of 

Samaritan’s Carriage by designating Samaritan’s 
Carriage in your will or estate plan.  

A legacy gift will provide adventures and happiness for our 
guests for years to come.  

Samaritan’s Carriage is a non-profit 501(c)3 
organization funded solely by donors.  

 

Donations can be mailed to: 
Samaritan’s Carriage c/o Sara Buchholz 

2431 Paris Ave SE, Grand Rapids MI 49507 
or you may give via the website at 

www.samaritanscarriage.org  
 

Thank you! 
 

Prayer requests: 

§ Winter is coming and we will miss our 
friends, give them comfort and patience to 
wait through the cold. May we all enjoy 
companionship with those around us. 

§ Praise for wonderful end of year outings 
§ Praise for the drivers and safety on the 

roads 
§ Healing and strength for Gary Ruiter and 

others experiencing health issues 
 

By the Numbers 

• Guests per outing - 5 
• Guests per month - 45 
• Guests per year - 382 
• Locations visited - 21 
• Average # of gallons a month - 100 
• Average # of miles a month - 675 
• Number of gifts in 2022 - 195 
• Number of donors in 2022 - 107 
• Amount needed to meet our budget? $19,000 
• Number of smiles – ∞ and beyond! 

see what great 
love the father 
has lavished 
on us, that we 
should be 
called children 
of God!  

I John 3:1 

 

Rosemary and 
Ellie from  
St Ann’s Home 

 

To Samaritan’s Carriage Volunteers, 

Thank you so very much for taking us 

on another Field Trip! They are always so 

much fun for us to go on with all of you!!! 

We always have such a great time with 

all of us together, to get out and away from our 

small domain is priceless! 

God’s heart and hand are surely in on 

these events, on all of you and us as well. We 

all see and recognize Him. His blessings on 

each one of us. Thank you! 

In His Love and Care,  

Jackie 

I now understand: and have seen it for myself, it’s 
not five people receiving JOY, there’s an 

immeasurable amount of 
 JOY that is being shared. 

Immeasurable! 

 

Heritage team from Zeeland 
at Meijer Gardens 


