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                 Acts 15:22-29 NIV 

“What ministers should preach”       
 

“Then the apostles and elders, with the whole 

church, decided to choose some of their own men 

and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. 

They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men 

who were leaders among the believers. 

“23 With them they sent the following letter: 

The apostles and elders, your brothers, To the 

Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: 

Greetings. 24 We have heard that some went out from 

us without our authorization and disturbed you, 

troubling your minds by what they said. 25 So we all 

agreed to choose some men and send them to you 

with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul— 26 men 

who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 27  Therefore we are sending Judas and 

Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are 

writing. 

 “28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us 

not to burden you with anything beyond the 

following requirements: 29 You are to abstain from 

food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of 

strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You 

will do well to avoid these things. Farewell.”  

Last week we looked at a controversy the early 

church faced. 

   Some opined about keeping the law.  

     Those folks didn’t just express their ideas;  

     they expected others to obey those views.      

      This happens regularly in church relationships:  

Folks often say “We’ve always done it this 

way,” or “This is how we do it here!” 

          Human traditions harden like superglue.  
 

The Apostle Paul spoke of the Mosaic Law. 

“What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? 

Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have 

known what sin was had it not been for the law. For 

I would not have known what coveting really was if 

the law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’”
1
  

Paul grew up learning about Old Testament law. 

      He probably held the equivalent of a Ph. D  

      in religion.  

       Number ten of the great commandments 

       stated: “You shall not covet.”    

That 10 Commandments statute helped people 

know that it’s wrong to desire anything which 

someone else possesses.   

 That’s the Hebrew way to define covet.  

  The Greeks defined covet: “To fix a mind on  

   something that belongs to another person.”    
 

 The Today’s English Version clearly reads.  

                                                           
1
 Romans 7:7  
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“Do not desire another man’s house; 

do not desire his wife . . . his cattle, his 

donkey, or anything else he owns.
2
” 

           How many people today know that 

           basic command? 

How many Christians observe the principles 

of this last of the Ten Commandments? 

Significant numbers of parents and children have 

never heard this law. 

 Many church leaders, who wear the title 

“Reverend,” encourage their followers to 

not obey this command.  

“You have a right to fix your mind on 

what others have and are entitled to 

take it from them,” they claim.  

   A Jewish scholar observed,  

“This commandment (re: coveting) goes to the 

root of all evil actions . . . which are the spring of 

nearly every sin against a neighbor. The man who 

does not covet his neighbor’s goods will not bear 

false witness against him; he will neither rob, nor 

murder, nor will he commit adultery. It (You 

shall not covet) commands self-control . . .”
3
  

    

“To not covet” is a good commandment, isn’t it?  

                                                           
2
 Exodus 20:17 

3
 Pentateuch & Haftorahs: Hebrew Text, English Translation & Commentary, 

Soncino Press, Ed. Dr. J.H. Hertz, p. 300  

But the Ten Commandments and the rest of the 

law, failed to make Israel better.  

      Why didn’t the Law of Moses succeed?  

        We human beings are the problem. 

For one, we reserve the right to decide which 

laws we will obey. 

We consider the laws we keep as the important 

ones; the ones we don’t keep  aren’t important.  

In Jesus’ time, two well-known 

commandments were: 

 “Honor your father and mother,”  

           the fifth of the Ten Commandments. 

 Tithing; giving 10 per cent was not one of 

the Ten.  
After his men won a battle, Abraham gave King 

Melchizedek of Salem a tenth of the spoils.
4
 

 Abe’s grandson Jacob promised to give the    

 Lord a tenth of what he earned.
5
  

 But as a law for Israel, tithing received no 

mention until Leviticus 27, long after Israel 

received the Ten Commandments.
6
 

 

Jesus reminded that many of his hypocritical 

countrymen even tithed their garden herbs. 

                                                           
4
 Genesis 14:17-21 

5
 Genesis 28:20-22 

6
 27:30; see also Deut. 12: 6.   
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They scrupulously contributed a tenth of 

their mint, anise, and cumin but neglected 

many of the Law’s important matters. 

Jesus referred to acting justly, mercifully, 

and with faith.  

For e.g., they thought a tenth of their garlic and 

onions more important than caring for their aging 

parents, which was # Five of the 10 Commands.  

In times when social security and retirement 

benefits didn’t exist, those bums expected 

their neighbors to care of mom and dad.  

  We tend to pick and choose favorite laws, right? 

Here’s a second matter regarding law.  

Acts 2 tells us the Apostles were filled with 

God’s Spirit as Jesus promised earlier.
7
  

  The Apostles taught what Jesus told them.
8
  

 The early church abided by the teaching 

Jesus gave the Apostles.  

     Acts 2:42 reads: “They devoted themselves to  

     the Apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship,  

     to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  

        To what are you devoted? 

          To what do you pay the closest attention?    

            In the last week, have you spent time with   

           the Apostles’ teaching in God’s Word?  

                                                           
7
 Matthew 28:16-20 

8
 Acts 1:1-11 

   Many thrive on making rules for others. 

  Some early church people did that.  

The apostles and elders said to them: 

“We have heard that some went out from us 

without our authorization and disturbed you, 

troubling your minds by what they said.” 
 

You hear lots of subjects in church settings.  

    On whose authority should we depend? 

   The first century church followed the Apostles’ 

   teaching (Acts 2: 42-47); what Jesus gave them.   

    Remember, Jesus taught the Apostles, gave them  

    authority, and filled them with the Holy Spirit .  
 

The Word of God and the Holy Spirit are always 

in harmony, always one.   

If you are praying or sitting on a mountain top 

and you hear a voice or voices, make sure that 

what you hear agrees with God’s Word. 

That voice must be in accord with the 

Apostles’ teaching. 

It doesn’t matter how long and impressive a 

person’s robes might look.  

Titles matter little.   

Whether made in Rome, Salt Lake City, Geneva, 

Brooklyn, Nashville, or Jerusalem, decisions not 

found in Scripture do not come from God. 

                    Human being issued these rules.  
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It’s never been wise to depend entirely on 

religious leaders for information.  

 Religious leaders in Jerusalem wore long, holy 

looking, religious robes. 

Remember what Jesus told the people about 

them, (Mat 15:8, 9 NIV):  

"'These people honor me with their lips, but their 

hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; 

their teachings are but rules taught by men.'" 
 

Voices and ideas scream from every direction. 

“How can we decide what’s right?” 

      Today’s text helps us make good choices.  
 

You possibly noticed a unique characteristic of 

the decision-making in today’s text.  

The Apostles didn’t hold closed-door meetings. 

When they faced crucial matters, they 

assembled the church, allowed discussion in an 

open forum of believers, and prayerfully made 

their decisions based on Jesus’ teachings.   

   Jesus’ and the Apostles’ teaching are our authority. 

  There’s one exception to this law principle. 

  Children need rules and guidance from parents.  

    Wise parents give their kids guidelines. 

As children mature, parents can relax the rules, 

but they are important early in life.  

A mom wrote: 

“I called my son one day, a sophomore at a 

college in N.C. and heard this message on his 

answering machine: 

‘A is for academics, B is for beer. 

It’s one of these reasons we are not here.’ 

Startled by his poem, I left him my own response: 

M is for mom, G is for groan, if you don’t change 

your message, you’re soon coming home.”
9
 

Kids need guidelines. 

Stable societies need consistent fairly-enforced laws.  
 

But no human being has a right to make 

additional laws for God’s church. 

    A few years ago, I asked a friend: 

“What are you going to have to give up for Lent?”  

            “They haven’t told us yet.” 

She didn’t seem worried.  

She was content to let church leaders 

make rules for her, even about what she 

could eat the next several weeks. 

She doesn’t enjoy the freedom Jesus bought for her. 

 A minister once told me how long Lent lasts:
10

 

“Where does the Bible say that?” I asked him? 

    He seemed nonplussed. 

But if we don’t have laws, what’s proper for 

Christians to do?  

                                                           
9
 Lynn Carter in Reader’ Digest, 2-2000 

10
 Lent is a human-made commandment based on no biblical source.  
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The question prompted our text today. 

On one hand, many people are slaves to 

rules that other people make for them. 

On the other hand are those who think,  

“If keeping law doesn’t save us, we can do anything 

we want. We can live by Hollywood’s morality.”  

Some Corinth church folks lapsed into immorality 

thinking: “If there’s no law, we can do anything.” 

  They thought: “Everything is permissible.”
11

  

They did what they felt like doing, whether it was 

sexually immoral or abused their bodies. 

“After all,” they said, “everything is permissible.”  
 

We might be free from the Law of Moses, but 

we’re not free to do what we want.  

The Apostles and elders stated that God’s people 

should abstain from idols, things strangled, 

blood and from sexual immorality.   

  Galatians 5 , Ephesian 4 &5, and 1 Corinthians 6 

define what the Lord means by immorality.  
 

One law covers just about all our obligations. 

 “The entire law is summed up in a single command: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’” (Galatians 5:14 NIV)  .

   Too many people think only of themselves. 

  If I think of my own benefit and pleasure, I 

hit on every female I meet; try to make a 

                                                           
11

 I Corinthians 10:23 

buck from every relationship; lie and 

scheme to get my way; and use my authority 

or power to benefit me. 
 

If I’m rightly devoted to God, I’ll be devoted to 

you, your good and your relationship with God. 

 Jesus’ church resembles a body.  

   Healthy body parts don’t work against other parts. 

      That happens only in sick bodies. 

When I’m eating, my left hand doesn’t covet 

my right hand, grab the fork and say,  

“You always get your way!” 

Body parts work in harmony with the others.  

In healthy churches, all work to help others 

grow stronger in the Lord for God’s glory. 

            God bless us all as we share His love! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Blair 

PO Box 176 

Cleghorn, IA 51014     www.robertblairbooks.com 

 

 

 


