
Plants For Attracting Wild Birds
 This guide contains flowers, trees, and shrubs specifically for the 

Midwest region with a high emphasis on plants native to North America. These plants 
are highly attractive to migrating birds and will maximize bird activity in your yard.

   ! T R E E S

Bur Oak
Quercus macrocarpa 

Bloom: Apr-Jun 
Fruit/Seed: Nut, Sept-Oct 

Soil: Wet to Dry
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Pignut Hickory
Carya glabra

Bloom: May
Fruit/Seed: Nut, Sept-Oct 

Soil: Wet to Dry
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Northern Hackberry
Celtis occidentalis

Bloom: Apr-May
Fruit/Seed: Berry, Sept-Feb 

Soil: Wet to Dry
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Serviceberry
Amelanchier laevis

Bloom: Apr-Jun 
Fruit/Seed: Berry, Jun-July 

Soil: Moist to Dry
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Ohio Buckeye
Aesculus glabra
Bloom: Apr-May 

Fruit/Seed: Nut, Jun-Sept 
Soil: Moist, acid to alkaline

Light: Sunny

Cockspur Hawthorn
Crataegus crus-galli

Bloom: May-Jun 
Fruit/Seed: Berry, Aug-Jan 

Soil: Moist to Dry
Light: Sunny

Sugar Maple
Acer saccharum
Bloom: Apr-May 

Fruit/Seed: Samara, Sept 
Soil: Moist, slightly acid

Light: Sun, Partial, Shade

Iowa Crabapple
Malus ioensis

Bloom: Apr-May 
Fruit/Seed: Berry, Sept-Oct 

Soil: Moist to Med-Dry
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Tulip Tree
Liriodendron tulipifera

Bloom: May-July 
Fruit/Seed: Samara, Aug-Nov 

Soil: Moist
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Mountain Ash
Sorbus americana

Bloom: May-Jun 
Fruit/Seed: Berry, Aug-Nov 

Soil: Moist
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Silky Dogwood
Cornus amomum

Bloom: Mar-Apr 
Fruit/Seed: Berry, Aug-Oct 

Soil: Moist, slightly acid
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Eastern Cottonwood
Populus deltoides

Bloom: Apr-May 
Fruit/Seed: Cottony Seeds 

Soil: Moist
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny
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Wild Red Columbine
Aquilegia canadensis

Bloom: Apr-Jun 
Fruit/Seed: Nectar 
Soil: Dry to Moist

Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Orange Jewelweed
Impatiens capensis

Bloom: Jun-Sept 
Fruit/Seed: Nectar 
Soil: Moist to Wet

Light: Sunny, Partly, Shade

Cardinal Flower
Lobelia cardinalis

Bloom: July-Sept 
Fruit/Seed: Nectar 
Soil: Moist to Wet

Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Cylindrical Blazing Star
Liatris cylindracea

Bloom: July-Oct 
Fruit/Seed: Nectar 

Soil: Medium-Dry to Dry
Light: Sunny

Fireweed
Epilobium angustifolium

Bloom: Jun-Aug 
Fruit/Seed: Nectar 

Soil: Moist
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Prairie Lily
Lilium philadelphicum

Bloom: Jun-July 
Fruit/Seed: Nectar 

Soil: Moist to Medium-Dry
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Fire Pink
Silene virginica
Bloom: May-July 

Fruit/Seed: Nectar 
Soil: Moist

Light: Partly Sunny, Shady

Blue / Woodland Phlox
Lilium philadelphicum

Bloom: Apr-Jun 
Fruit/Seed: Nectar 

Soil: Moist to Medium-Dry
Light: Partly Sunny, Shady

Trumpet Honeysuckle
Lonicera sempervirens

Bloom: Mar-Jun 
Fruit/Seed: Nectar & Berries 

Soil: Moist
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Trumpet Creeper
Campsis radicans

Bloom: Jun-Sep 
Fruit/Seed: Nectar & Capsule

Soil: Moist to Dry
Light: Sunny

Common Blackberry
Rubus allegheniensis

Bloom: May-July 
Fruit/Seed: Berry July-Aug

Soil: Moist
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Choke Cherry
Prunus virginiana

Bloom: May-July 
Fruit/Seed: Berry Aug-Sept

Soil: Moist to Dry
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Common Winterberry
Ilex verticillata
Bloom: Jun-July 

Fruit/Seed: Berry Aug-Feb
Soil: Wet to Moist, Acidic

Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Common Elderberry
Sambucus canadensis

Bloom: Jun-July 
Fruit/Seed: Berry Aug-Oct

Soil: Moist to Wet
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Wild Black Currant
Ribes americanum

Bloom: Apr-Jun 
Fruit/Seed: Berry July-Aug
Soil: Moist to Medium-Dry
Light: Sunny, Partly Sunny

Spicebush
Lindera benzoin
Bloom: Mar-May 

Fruit/Seed: Berry July-Sept
Soil: Wet to Moist, Acidic

Light: Sunny, Partial, Shady


