S |
#wvovv\ma County
N

:
| SERVATION PISTRICT

& '@052 SR G
MNKHANN@Q% A’%‘E’;(o-

PHONE: 570 %-26661
FAX l57o-6a<a~<ao<aa
EWMATL: INE@bWCCD?A ORG

DouG PEUTSCH - DISTRICT MANAGER
KATTE MCCLAIN - ADMIN, ASSISTANT
BERNIE SCALZO - WATERSHED SPECIALIST
DAVE TAYLOR - RESOURCE CONSERVATION SPECTIALIST
LAURA ANDERSON - ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION COORD.
CHRIS FAUX - AG. CONSERVATION PROG. COORD.

NRCS STAFF

PAVID McCoY - PISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST

PoARD OF PIRECTORS

DORNE WHITE - CHATRMAN
NEIL TAGUE - VICE CHATRMAN
BUTCH SANDS - SECRETARY/ TREASURER
Frances Slocum Park COMMTISSTONER Towm HeENRY
Photo: Katie McClain Bor ROBINSON
WALT DANA
Ken HARvVEY

ASSOCTATE DIRECTORS

JILL TAGUE

WMEETING THE SECOND WONDAY OF EACH MONTH,
A:30AM, DISTRICT OFFICE.




2022 Panguet

The District held their 323nd Annal Awards Banguet onw Novewmber 10, 2022. The
event took place at Stonehedge Golf Course. We started the evening with the
Welcoming comments followed by the mvocation.

The 20 people i attendance were able to enjoy a buffet style dinner followed by a
sweet treat. We were delighted +o have RicK Koval, WNEP TV Personality on
“Pewnsylvaina Outdoor Life” speak at our evewt. Rick went on to present
“Camouflage & WMimicry: What You See Tsn't Always What You Seel”. The program was
amating, especially because i+ was very interactive with the audience. We can't wait
to work with Rick Koval again.

The staff also presented a “What We've Been Up To” segment to highlight what
new things the District had been working on. Also, in this presentation, the District
also shared the ongoing progress of our vew home we have sivce moved into. The
eveving wrapped up after this. The attendees were able to +ake a small gift of a hand
painted leaf to hang & small bag with a homemade beeswax raccoon cavdle.

Another year under our belt & special thavks to the District staff for all their
help with preparatiow.
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Thanks for coming with me on the tour & be sure +o stop i
at the new location.

@052 SR @ Tuvkhawock, PA 12657




Fish Detectives on the Case
From Susquehawa River Basin Commission

Tv the same way police use DNA o identify individuals in a crime, our scientists are using
eDNA (environmental DPNA) to track invasive fish species in the Susquehanna River Basin
that may be harmful to vative wildlife. Geveticists can vow tell you what types of fish
are w a body of water by analyzing a simple water sample.

wWhy investigate invasive fish species? They often have vo vative predators, which gives
them the potential +o cause food chain disruptions, introduce new diseases and/or over-
take native species. Round goby, vorthern snakeheads and blue catfish are of particular
concern in our basin, SRBC scientists Luanne Steffy and Aaron Hewning are leading the
way in the Susduehanna Basiv using +this cutting-edge monitoring techvology to track
their spread.

If it sounds interesting, it's because it ist And vow you can learn more about our EDNA
work through a recently published interactive story map that includes a movitoring

site dashboard. The dashboard features water temperature, pH, turbidity and whether
or vot avm invasive species is presewt among other factors for each monitoring site. The
story map highlights case studies and explains the methods we use +o collect EDNA with
photos, videos, maps and wmore.

Introduction  What SeDNA?  Methods  Gse Sudies  What's Newr?

Lower Susquehanna Subbasin sk eDNA Monitoring Site Dashboard

In 2019, SRBC statf began annual ¢ONA sampling for Sclet a Samping Your Sites with Sites with N.

northern snakehead and blue catlish in the lower A% Moshosieg Shes - Blue Catfish | Snakehead
Susquehanna River and its tributaries. These two
invasive fish species are well established in the
Chesapeake Bay so SRBC biologists knew an invasion 2020 (purpke)

into the lower Susquehanna River was likely. Blue

catfish arc more of a big river fish, so their DNA is

maore prevalent in mainstem Susquehanna River

samples and at the mouths of tributaries. Northern

snakehead more often inhabit weedy, vegetated Al Moritaring Sems
shoreline habitats in the river and smaller tributarics.

2021 (vla2)

2019 (arwngm

Sclect Bhue Cofich Presence

rezem

The initial two years of sampling locused heavily on et

the 10 miles of the Susquehanna River below N&

Conowingo Dam and the two main tributaries entering

the river in this reach: Octoraro Creek on the east side Select Nothern Srakehead Presence

and Deer Creck on the west side.
Al Mositoring Shes

Water Specific Turbidity
In subsequent years, sampling design was shifted to e Site: Cono1 (2021) Site: Cono (2021) Stte: Cono1 {202 She: Cona’ (2027)
include less emphasis on locations where these species s 2 NTU

were already present to upstream river reaches, above

UNTIL NEXT TIME 'H CONSERVATION COMMENTS...




