
First Church 2026: Power

January 4 - Power to Create 

Text: Genesis 1–2; Isaiah 41:10 

God’s power brings order out of chaos. The same creative power still 
works in us today. 

Before Anything—God Spoke (Gen 1:1-3) 

“Let there be light” = the first act of divine authority. 

Application: When God speaks into your darkness, new beginnings 
happen. 

Power Over Chaos (Gen 1:2) 

The Spirit hovered—creative energy waiting for command. 

God can hover over the confusion of your life until He forms it anew. 

Power to Form and Fill (Gen 1:26-28; 2:7) 

Humanity as God’s image: we carry creative purpose. 

Illustration: Potter shaping clay—God’s hands still mold us. 

Power to Rest (Gen 2:2-3) 

Rest itself shows confidence in power: only the powerful can rest. 

Challenge: Stop striving; trust His sustaining power. 

The God who created the universe can recreate your world. 



First Church 2026: Power

January 11 - Power to Do the Impossible 

Text: Luke 1–2 

God’s power overrides human limitation and brings forth promise. 

Power in a Promise (Luke 1:26-33) 

Gabriel’s word to Mary: “Nothing is impossible with God.” 

God’s promises come with power to fulfill them. 

Power in Surrender (Luke 1:38) 

“Let it be to me…”—the miracle begins when we say yes. 

Application: Yielding is the birthplace of divine power. 

Power in the Spirit (Luke 1:35) 

The Holy Spirit overshadows, conceives the impossible. 

Illustration: When the Spirit overshadows you, new life starts. 

Power in Weakness (Luke 2:7) 

Born in a manger—God’s strength clothed in humility. 

Confidence: Even when we feel small, His power is working. 

God’s power doesn’t need perfect conditions—only willing hearts. 
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January 18 - Power to Protect and Preserve 

Text: Genesis 6–9 

God’s power both judges and saves. He can carry you through any storm. 

Power in Righteousness (Gen 6:9) 

One righteous man can bring salvation to his house. 

Our integrity can be the vessel God uses to save others. 

Power in the Plan (Gen 6:14-22) 

The ark: God’s blueprint for survival. 

Obedience builds the ark that floats us above judgment. 

Power in the Flood (Gen 7:17-24) 

Even in overwhelming waters, God remembers His people. 

Application: When life floods, God lifts you up. 

Power in the Covenant (Gen 9:8-17) 

The rainbow: a sign of God’s faithfulness after the storm. 

His power is not just to destroy but to restore. 

God’s power is not just about might—it’s about mercy that sustains. 
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January 25 - Power to Transform 

Text: John 2:1-11 

God’s power transforms the ordinary into the extraordinary. 

Power in Presence (John 2:1-2) 

Jesus’ first miracle happened at a celebration He attended. 

Invite Him into your daily life—He brings power wherever He’s 
welcomed. 

Power in Obedience (John 2:5-7) 

“Do whatever He tells you.” Faithful action precedes miraculous 
reaction. 

Fill your jars—God fills your obedience with glory. 

Power in Transformation (John 2:9-10) 

Water → wine: the mundane becomes magnificent. 

Illustration: Jesus doesn’t just fix; He transforms. 

Power in Revelation (John 2:11) 

Miracles reveal His glory and deepen faith. 

Challenge: Expect God’s power to manifest His glory in you. 

God’s power changes what you offer Him into something miraculous. 
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February 1 - Power Over Pride and Confusion 

Text: Genesis 11:1–9 

Power Misused: Human Ambition Without God 

Babel means “gate of god” — humanity’s attempt to reach heaven 
by its own means. Jewish commentary (Midrash Rabbah) says they 
valued bricks over people—if a brick fell, they mourned; if a man fell, 
they ignored him. 

Application: When pride builds the tower, compassion gets buried 
in the foundation. 

Power Over Language and Nations 

God confuses (balal) their speech; suddenly no one understands. His 
judgment is mercy — scattering them prevents greater destruction. 

Application: When God “mixes up” your plans, He may be 
protecting your purpose. 

Power to Unite Through the Spirit 

Contrast Babel with Acts 2 — languages once divided now glorify 
one Messiah. Jewish thought: true unity (achdut) begins with 
obedience, not sameness. 

God’s power reverses Babel at Pentecost: diversity with 
understanding. 

God’s power confounds the proud but empowers the humble to build 
His kingdom, not their own. 
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February 8 - Power to Give Sight 

Text: John 9:1–12 

Power in Purposeful Suffering (John 9:1–3) 

The disciples ask, “Who sinned?” — common rabbinic question 
about suffering. Jesus answers: “Neither… this happened so the 
works of God might be displayed.” 

In Jewish thought, sometimes yisurin shel ahavah — “chastisements 
of love” — are allowed to reveal God’s glory. 

Power in the Process (John 9:6–7) 

Mud from dust — echoes Genesis 2:7; the Creator touches creation 
again. “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” — Shiloach (meaning 
“Sent”), symbolic of obedience and cleansing. Miracles require 
movement. 

Power to Expose Blind Religion (John 9:13–34) 

The Pharisees see yet are blind to truth — fulfilling Isaiah 6:9–10. The 
man who was blind now “sees” spiritually before they do. 

Power to Reveal Messiah (John 9:35–38) 

Jesus reveals Himself: “You have seen Him.” 

Sight is not just restoration; it’s revelation. 

Application: God wants to open our spiritual eyes to His glory in 
every trial. 

When God opens your eyes, you’ll see that even your pain had 
purpose. 
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February 15 - Power to Fulfill the Promise 

Text: Genesis 21:1–7 

Power in the Promise (Genesis 18:10–14) 

God promises Abraham and Sarah a son in old age. 

Hebrew phrase: “Ha’Yipalei me’Adonai davar?” — “Is anything too 
hard for the Lord?” 

The word yipalei means “wonderful” or “beyond comprehension.” 

Power Over Time (Genesis 21:1–2) 

“At the appointed time” — lamo’ed — same root as mo’edim 
(feasts). God’s promises have divine timing. 

Jewish sages teach: every miracle happens in its “appointed 
season.” 

Power in the Name (Genesis 21:3–6) 

Isaac = Yitzchak = “He laughs.” God turns tears into laughter. 

Application: The sound of your faith will one day sound like joy. 

Power to Multiply Faith 

Isaac’s birth fulfills the covenant blessing for generations (Genesis 
12:3). 

Faith in God’s timing changes your lineage. 

God’s promises may take time, but His word never fails—He still brings 
laughter from impossibility. 
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February 22 - Power Over Death 

Text: John 11:1–44 

Power in the Delay (John 11:3–6) 

“He whom You love is sick…” yet Jesus waits. Jewish teaching: 
God’s timing often refines faith before revealing glory. 

Sometimes delay is preparation, not denial. 

Power to Weep and Work (John 11:33–35) 

Shortest verse: “Jesus wept.” Divine compassion precedes divine 
power. Jewish perspective: crying with mourners (nichum aveilim) is 
an act of righteousness. 

God enters our grief before He ends it. 

Power to Command the Grave (John 11:43–44) 

“Lazarus, come forth!” Jewish burial customs wrapped the body 
tightly; Lazarus’s emergence shows complete reversal of death’s 
hold. 

Application: When Jesus calls your name, nothing—no sin, no sorrow
—can hold you. 

Power to Prefigure Resurrection 

Lazarus was raised to mortal life; Jesus’ coming resurrection will raise 
to eternal life. Jewish hope in techiyat ha’metim (resurrection of the 
dead) finds its fulfillment in Him. 

God’s power doesn’t just restore life—it conquers death itself. 
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March 1 - Power to Judge and Deliver 

Text: Genesis 19 

Power to See the Hidden 

The angels’ visit reveals God’s awareness of what’s done in secret 
(Genesis 19:1–3). Jewish commentators note that Lot’s hospitality in 
Sodom reflects Abraham’s virtue in miniature—one righteous act can 
preserve many. 

Application: Even in dark places, righteousness still shines. 

Power to Rescue Before Wrath (Genesis 19:12–16) 

God’s mercy drags Lot out before judgment falls—He saves before 
He strikes. The Hebrew for “lingered” (vayitmahmah) implies 
hesitation—God’s power overcomes even our reluctance to obey. 

Power Over the Forces of Corruption (Genesis 19:24–25) 

Fire and brimstone: judgment purifies as well as punishes. In rabbinic 
tradition, Sodom’s sin was not just immorality but cruelty to the poor 
(Ezekiel 16:49). God’s power upholds justice and compassion 
together. 

Power to Deliver the Righteous (Genesis 19:29) 

“God remembered Abraham…”—intercession matters. Messianic 
insight: as Abraham interceded for Sodom, Jesus intercedes for us 
(Romans 8:34). 

Application: God’s power is not only to destroy sin, but to deliver 
those He loves. 

The same God who judges evil still reaches into the fire to rescue His 
own. 
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March 8 - Power Over the Storm 

Text: Matthew 14:22–33 

Power in the Delay (Matthew 14:22–24) 

Jesus sends them into the storm—obedience doesn’t always mean 
calm waters. Jewish understanding: the sea often symbolizes chaos 
(tehom), as in Genesis 1. Only God tames the sea (Psalm 107:29). 

Application: God doesn’t promise no storms—He promises His 
presence in them. 

Power in the Approach (Matthew 14:25–27) 

“Walking on the sea” reveals divine authority—only the Creator 
walks on the waters (Job 9:8). The disciples’ fear—“It’s a ghost!”—
turns to faith when He says, “It is I,” literally “Ani hu” (echoing God’s 
name in Isaiah 43:11). 

Power in the Step of Faith (Matthew 14:28–31) 

Peter walks—then sinks—then is saved. Faith and doubt coexist in 
the growing believer. Jewish rabbis teach that stepping onto water 
symbolizes radical trust in God’s Word. 

Power in the Worship (Matthew 14:32–33) 

When the wind ceases, they worship: “Truly, You are the Son of 
God.” 

Application: Every storm you survive becomes a stage for God’s 
glory. 

The One who treads on the waves can bring peace to your storm-
tossed heart. 
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March 15 - Power to Call and Commission 

Text: Exodus 3:1–15 

Power in Holy Curiosity (Exodus 3:2–3) 

“The bush burned but was not consumed.” Jewish commentators 
say the thorn bush symbolizes Israel—oppressed yet not destroyed. 
God’s presence makes the ordinary extraordinary. 

Application: Pay attention to your “burning bushes”—divine 
moments disguised as daily duties. 

Power in the Call (Exodus 3:4–6) 

“Moses, Moses.” God calls by name, showing intimacy. In Jewish 
thought, repeated names signify covenant affection. True calling 
begins with reverence—“Take off your sandals.” 

Power in the Mission (Exodus 3:7–10) 

God hears, sees, knows, and comes down. The verbs of divine 
compassion. He empowers Moses to go, though Moses feels 
inadequate. 

Power in the Name (Exodus 3:14–15) 

“Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh” — “I Am Who I Am.” God defines Himself by 
eternal being. This can be even more accurately translated as ‘I will 
be what I will be’.  God is EVERYTHING we need Him to be. 

Application: When God calls you, His “I AM” covers your “I’m not.” 

The God who burns without consuming empowers us to serve without 
being destroyed. 
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March 22 - Power to Provide 

Text: Matthew 14:13–21 

Power in Compassion (Matthew 14:13–14) 

Jesus sees the crowd and “has compassion” Hebrew concept 
rachamim—deep mercy from the gut. Jewish understanding: 
compassion (chesed) precedes miracle. 

Application: Miracles begin where compassion meets obedience. 

Power in Participation (Matthew 14:17–19) 

“We have only five loaves and two fish.” Jewish custom: before 
eating, a berakhah (blessing) is spoken— Jesus blesses (baruch atah 
Adonai), lifts it to heaven, and multiplies it. The Creator blesses, the 
disciples distribute—God works through human hands. 

Power in the Overflow (Matthew 14:20–21) 

Twelve baskets left—one for each tribe of Israel, showing fullness 
and covenant provision.  This was not thrown away. 

Application: When you give what’s small, God makes it sufficient for 
multitudes. 

Power in the Parallel 

Miracles of manna in the wilderness now renewed in Messiah. 

Messianic insight: Jesus is the true Bread of Life, the Word made 
flesh who satisfies eternally. 

God’s power turns “not enough” into abundance when placed in His 
hands. 
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March 29 - Power in the King’s Arrival (Palm Sunday) 

Text: Matthew 21:1–11; Zechariah 9:9 

Power in Prophecy Fulfilled (Zechariah 9:9) 

“Behold, your King comes to you… humble and riding on a donkey.” 
In Jewish expectation, Messiah ben David enters Jerusalem bringing 
peace (shalom) not war. Jesus fulfills this image perfectly—divine 
kingship through gentleness. 

Power in the Parade (Matthew 21:8–9) 

The people shout “Hosanna”—Hebrew Hoshia na = “Save us now!” 
from Psalm 118. The palm branches echo lulavim used in Sukkot, 
symbolizing joy and victory. 

Application: Worship declares victory even before the cross. 

Power in the Paradox (Matthew 21:10–11) 

The crowd sees a prophet; heaven sees a King. 

God’s power is not domination but redemption. 

Power in the Path to the Cross 

Jesus rides toward crucifixion—the greatest display of power in 
history. Jewish reflection: true leadership (melech) serves first, rules 
second. 

Application: The King’s power works through humility and surrender. 

God’s greatest power is love displayed through humility—victory 
through sacrifice. 
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April 5 - Power to Conquer Death (Resurrection Day) 

Text: Luke 24:1–12; Isaiah 25:8; 1 Corinthians 15:20–22 

Power in the Promise 

Isaiah 25:8 — “He will swallow up death forever.” Jewish tradition 
viewed death as the final enemy (malach ha-mavet). Messiah’s 
resurrection fulfills God’s covenant promise of redemption for all 
creation. 

Application: Easter is not just an event—it’s evidence that God 
keeps His word. 

Power in the Empty Tomb (Luke 24:1–6) 

The angels’ question: “Why do you seek the living among the 
dead?” Jewish burial customs emphasize remembrance; Jesus’ 
empty tomb inaugurates newness. The rolled-away stone is heaven’s 
declaration: “It is finished—and begun.” 

Power in the Witness (Luke 24:10–12) 

Women as the first witnesses—radical in Jewish culture. God uses 
the humble to confound the wise. 

Application: When God raises you, your testimony becomes your 
authority. 

Power in the New Creation 

As Adam brought death, Messiah brings life (1 Cor 15:22). The same 
power that raised Jesus lives in us (Romans 8:11). 

The resurrection isn’t the end of the story—it’s the beginning of 
new creation power in you. 
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April 12 - Power to Confront Oppression  

Text: Exodus 7–12 

Power in the Confrontation (Exodus 7:10–13) 

The plagues are not random punishments—they target Egypt’s 
deities (the Nile, the sun, livestock). Jewish tradition calls them 
makkot (“strikes”)—measured judgments revealing God’s authority. 

Power in the Progression 

Each plague escalates: water, land, sky—showing total dominion. 
Rashi notes that Pharaoh’s heart hardened gradually, proving God’s 
patience and justice. 

Application: God often gives space for repentance before He brings 
resolution. 

Power in the Passover (Exodus 12:1–13) 

The lamb’s blood on the doorposts—dam haPesach—a sign of 
covenant protection.  Tradition says it was on the INSIDE! 

Messianic connection: Jesus, our Seh Elohim (Lamb of God), fulfills 
the Passover sacrifice once for all. 

Power in the Exodus (Exodus 12:31–42) 

After judgment, freedom. God redeems not just souls but an entire 
people. 

Application: God’s power doesn’t just break chains—it brings 
identity and destiny. 

God’s power not only defeats our oppressors—it defines us as His 
redeemed people. 
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April 19 - Power to Bring Peace in the Storm 

Text: Mark 4:35–41 

Power in the Presence (Mark 4:35–38) 

“Let us go to the other side.” Obedience leads directly into the 
storm. Jewish view: The sea (yam) represents chaos and danger—
only God can rebuke it (Psalm 89:9). 

The disciples’ panic contrasts Jesus’ peace—He rests because He 
rules. 

Power in the Word (Mark 4:39) 

“Peace, be still!” (“Be silent, be muzzled”). Jewish link: echoes Psalm 
107:29—God stills the storm to a whisper. 

Application: When God speaks, chaos obeys. 

Power in the Question (Mark 4:40) 

“Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” Fear comes from 
forgetting who’s in the boat. 

Application: Faith grows when we focus on presence, not peril. 

Power in the Revelation (Mark 4:41) 

“Who is this, that even the wind and sea obey Him?” 

The disciples realize what the Psalms declared: only YHWH (Adonai) 
commands the sea. Jesus’ power is divine power revealed. 

When the Creator is in your boat, peace isn’t the absence of storms—
it’s the presence of the Savior. 
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April 26 - Power to Deliver Completely 

Text: Exodus 14 

Power in the Impossible (Exodus 14:10–12) 

The Red Sea before them, Pharaoh behind them—no escape. In 
Jewish midrash, Nachshon ben Amminadab steps into the water first
—faith precedes miracle. 

Application: Sometimes God waits for your step before He parts the 
sea. 

Power in the Command (Exodus 14:13–16) 

“Stand firm… The LORD will fight for you.” The rod symbolizes 
delegated authority; God tells Moses to lift it up and stretch his 
hand. Divine partnership: God’s power works through human 
obedience. 

Power in the Parting (Exodus 14:21–22) 

The sea splits by ruach kadim—an east wind. Jewish commentators 
note it blew all night—miracles may build gradually, not instantly. 
The dry ground represents covenant passage: death behind, life 
ahead. 

Power in the Victory (Exodus 14:26–31) 

God collapses the waters on the enemy. Miriam’s song (Exodus 15) 
becomes Israel’s national anthem of deliverance. Messianic insight: 
this deliverance prefigures salvation through Messiah—the greater 
Exodus from sin. 

God’s power doesn’t just open the sea—it brings you through it to the 
other side. 
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May 3 - Power to Forgive and Restore 

Text: Mark 2:1–12 

Power in Desperate Faith (Mark 2:1–5) 

The friends’ determination—removing the roof—is radical trust in 
action. In Jewish thought, emunah (faith) is active, not passive; it’s 
faithfulness expressed in deeds. 

Application: True faith will break barriers to reach Jesus. 

Power to Forgive (Mark 2:5–7) 

“Your sins are forgiven.” This shocks the scribes because forgiveness 
was thought to come only through temple sacrifice. Messianic 
insight: Jesus acts as the presence of God on earth, offering direct 
atonement. 

Power to Heal (Mark 2:8–12) 

Physical healing proves spiritual authority. In Hebrew worldview, 
body and soul are integrated — healing (refuah) restores wholeness 
(shalom). 

Application: God’s forgiveness always leads to restoration. 

Power to Transform Witnesses 

“We’ve never seen anything like this!” — astonishment gives birth to 
evangelism. 

Application: When God forgives and heals you, your testimony 
becomes His platform. 

The greatest miracle isn’t walking again — it’s walking in forgiveness. 
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May 10 - Power of a Godly Mother (Mother’s Day) 

Text: 2 Timothy 1:5; Proverbs 31; Exodus 2:1–10 

Power in Legacy (2 Timothy 1:5) 

“I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice.” In Jewish culture, the 
ima (mother) is the first teacher of Torah and faith. 

Application: A mother’s faith can echo through eternity. 

Power in Courage (Exodus 2:1–3) 

Jochebed hides Moses — faith that defies fear. Her basket (teivah) 
mirrors Noah’s ark — both symbols of salvation through obedience. 

Application: Mothers often act prophetically to preserve destiny. 

Power in Compassion (Exodus 2:5–10) 

Pharaoh’s daughter rescues Moses — compassion overcomes 
politics. God uses both Hebrew and Egyptian women in His 
redemptive plan. 

Power in Wisdom (Proverbs 31:25–30) 

Strength and dignity are her clothing; she laughs at the days to 
come. 

The eshet chayil (“woman of valor”) embodies courage, faith, and 
joy. 

God’s power often enters the world through a mother’s faith, courage, 
and compassion. 
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May 17 - Power to Provide in the Wilderness 

Text: Exodus 16:1–36 

Power Over Complaining (Exodus 16:2–4) 

Israel grumbles, yet God responds with mercy. Jewish commentators 
note: God tests His people not to expose weakness but to reveal 
trust. 

Application: God’s provision is often a faith lesson disguised as a 
need. 

Power in Daily Bread (Exodus 16:13–18) 

Manna means “What is it?” (man hu) — a question that became 
worship. It tasted like honey—symbol of Torah’s sweetness (Psalm 
19:10). 

Application: When God provides, it nourishes both body and spirit. 

Power in Rest (Exodus 16:22–30) 

Double portion before Shabbat — divine rhythm of work and rest. 

Shabbat teaches dependence: you can rest because God provides. 

Power in Remembrance (Exodus 16:32–36) 

A jar of manna kept as testimony—reminding every generation that 
God sustains. 

Application: Remember past provision to strengthen present faith. 

God’s power is not only in miracles of escape—but in the miracles of 
enough. 
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May 24 - Power in Humble Faith 

Text: Matthew 8:5–13 

Power in Compassion Across Cultures (Matthew 8:5–7) 

A Roman centurion—a Gentile—approaches Jesus in faith. In Jewish 
context, this was radical; yet faith transcends ethnicity. 

Application: God’s power knows no boundaries of culture or 
background. 

Power in Spoken Authority (Matthew 8:8–9) 

“Just say the word…”—the centurion understands delegated 
authority. Jewish perspective: the davar (word) of God carries 
creative power (Genesis 1). 

Application: Trust God’s word even when you don’t see the 
evidence. 

Power that Amazes the Messiah (Matthew 8:10–11) 

“I have not found such great faith in Israel.” Jesus marvels — only 
twice in Scripture does He do so (the other in unbelief). 

Application: Humility attracts divine attention. 

Power in Immediate Results (Matthew 8:13) 

“And his servant was healed that very hour.” 

Messianic insight: This previews the inclusion of the nations into 
covenant blessing. 

Great faith isn’t loud—it’s humble, trusting, and confident in God’s 
word alone. 
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May 31 - Power to Refresh and Revive 

Text: Exodus 17:1–7 

Power in the Complaint (Exodus 17:1–3) 

“Why did you bring us up from Egypt to die of thirst?” God 
welcomes honest cries — tefillah (prayer) is often born from 
desperation. 

Application: Even our frustration can become the doorway to 
revelation. 

Power in the Command (Exodus 17:5–6) 

“Strike the rock at Horeb.” Jewish sages teach that the rock followed 
Israel through the wilderness — symbolic of God’s continual 
presence. 

Messianic insight: Paul calls Messiah “the spiritual Rock” (1 Cor 
10:4). 

Power in Provision (Exodus 17:6) 

Water in a desert = life from the impossible. Hebrew Horeb means 
“dry” or “desolate”—God brings refreshment from desolation. 

Power in the Name (Exodus 17:7) 

The place called Massah (“testing”) and Merivah (“quarreling”) — 
yet God still provides. 

Application: Grace flows even when our faith falters. 

God’s power flows even from the hardest rock — He refreshes those 
who trust Him in the dry season. 
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June 7 - Power to Break Every Chain 

Text: Mark 5:1–20 

Power Over Darkness (Mark 5:1–5) 

The man lives among tombs—symbolic of separation, impurity, and death 
in Jewish law. Legion = unclean spirits oppressing a man made in God’s 
image. 

Application: The enemy wants to isolate you; Jesus wants to restore you. 

Power in Identity (Mark 5:6–9) 

“What is your name?”—naming reveals authority. Just as Adam named 
the animals, Messiah exercises dominion by naming the oppressor. 

Application: You reclaim power when you remember who you are in God. 

Power Over the Enemy (Mark 5:10–13) 

The unclean spirits beg for permission—showing Jesus’ absolute 
sovereignty. Pigs (unclean animals) serve as a visible symbol of impurity’s 
destruction. 

Application: What the enemy meant for your destruction, God uses to 
display His victory. 

Power to Restore Purpose (Mark 5:18–20) 

The delivered man becomes a missionary: “Go and tell what the Lord has 
done.” Jewish parallel: when God saves you, you become a witness (ed) 
of His power. 

Application: Your deliverance is someone else’s invitation to freedom. 

God’s power doesn’t just drive out demons—it restores dignity, calling, and 
peace. 
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June 14 - Power to Bring Down Walls 

Text: Joshua 6:1–20 

Power in the Plan (Joshua 6:2–5) 

Marching around walls may sound illogical, but divine strategy often 
challenges human reason. Jewish commentary: the shofar represents 
both war and worship—heavenly power responding to earthly faith. 

Application: God’s plan doesn’t have to make sense—it just has to 
be followed. 

Power in Perseverance (Joshua 6:6–14) 

Six days of silent marching—faith often grows in quiet repetition. 

Application: Keep circling your promise even when nothing seems 
to change. 

Power in Praise (Joshua 6:15–16, 20) 

On the seventh day, a shout of faith breaks the barrier. The number 
seven symbolizes completion and covenant—God finishes what He 
starts. Jewish insight: walls fell because heaven responded to faith-
filled sound, not force. 

Power in Devotion (Joshua 6:17–19) 

The city was cherem—devoted to God. Victory requires 
consecration. 

Application: When we give God the first and best, He tears down 
the rest. 

Praise is not a reaction to victory—it’s the weapon that brings victory. 
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June 21 - Power of a Godly Father” (Father’s Day) 

Text: Genesis 22:1–18; Luke 15:11–24; Ephesians 6:4 

Power in Faith (Genesis 22:1–8) 

Abraham’s trust in offering Isaac reveals faith that obeys without 
understanding. Jewish insight: this event is the Akeidah—the “binding”
—a supreme act of devotion still read on Rosh Hashanah. 

Application: Fathers model faith by showing that obedience is greater 
than explanation. 

Power in Compassion (Luke 15:20) 

The prodigal’s father runs to meet his son—an image of God’s own heart. 
In Middle Eastern culture, running was undignified for patriarchs; love 
overrules dignity. 

Application: A godly father values relationship over reputation. 

Power in Instruction (Ephesians 6:4) 

“Bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” The Hebrew 
word chanukhah (from which we get Chanukah) means “dedication”—
fathers dedicate children to purpose. 

Application: Godly fathers shape identity through love, boundaries, and 
example. 

Power in Blessing (Genesis 22:15–18) 

Abraham’s obedience brings blessing “to all nations.” 

Application: A father’s faith echoes through generations. 

The power of a father is not control, but consistent love, faith, and blessing. 
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June 28 - Power to Reveal His Glory 

Text: Matthew 17:1–8 

Power in the Mountain (Matthew 17:1–2) 

Jesus’s face shines like the sun—link to Moses’ radiance (Exodus 
34:29). Jewish perspective: mountains are meeting places with God
—Sinai, Carmel, Zion. 

Application: God still calls us up to higher places for transformation. 

Power in the Witnesses (Matthew 17:3–4) 

Moses and Elijah appear—representing Torah and Prophets, both 
fulfilled in Jesus. Messianic insight: This moment shows Jesus as the 
living Word who unites the Law and Prophets. 

Power in the Voice (Matthew 17:5) 

“This is My beloved Son; listen to Him.” Echoes the Bat Kol 
(“heavenly voice”) of rabbinic tradition—a divine affirmation rarely 
heard. 

Application: When you truly listen to the Son, you see the Father’s 
glory. 

Power in the Transformation (Matthew 17:6–8) 

The disciples fall in fear, but Jesus touches them: “Don’t be afraid.”
Glory doesn’t alienate—it invites. 

Application: God’s power reveals His holiness without removing His 
tenderness. 

God’s power isn’t just to amaze—it’s to reveal His glory and make us 
shine with it. 



First Church 2026: Power

July 5 - Power to Stop Time 

Text: Joshua 10:7–14 

Power in Covenant Courage (Joshua 10:7–9) 

Joshua goes to battle because of covenant loyalty with the Gibeonites. 
Jewish teaching: honoring your word brings divine backing — God 
supports those who keep faith. 

Application: When your motives are right, heaven fights for you. 

Power Over the Enemy (Joshua 10:10–11) 

God throws hailstones — nature obeys its Maker. Psalm 148:8 calls hail 
and wind God’s “servants.” 

Application: God commands creation itself for His people’s sake. 

Power Over Time (Joshua 10:12–13) 

“Sun, stand still over Gibeon.” In Hebrew, “Shemesh, b’Givon dom.”
Ancient rabbis said God stopped the celestial rhythm to show His 
partnership with human faith. 

Application: God can extend your day, your strength, your opportunity 
when you stand in faith. 

Power in Purpose (Joshua 10:14) 

“There has never been a day like it.” This miracle was not spectacle, but 
strategy — to secure victory for His covenant people. 

Messianic link: The same God who commanded the sun later darkened it 
at Jesus’ crucifixion — showing total control over creation. 

When you’re aligned with God’s mission, time itself bends to His purpose. 



First Church 2026: Power

July 12 - Power to Stand Above the Waves 

Text: Matthew 14:28–31 

Power in Recognition (Matthew 14:28) 

Peter says, “Lord, if it’s You…” — Adonai, im Atah Hu — echoing 
God’s name “Ani Hu” (Isaiah 43:11). Jewish insight: to know Hu 
(“He is”) is to know the One who commands creation. 

Application: Faith begins with recognizing who’s calling you. 

Power in the Step (Matthew 14:29) 

Peter steps out onto chaos — symbolic of faith triumphing over 
tehom (the deep). Rabbinic imagery: God’s voice created order from 
the deep; now Jesus’ word upholds Peter on it. 

Application: Obedience opens the door to the miraculous. 

Power in the Struggle (Matthew 14:30) 

Peter looks at the wind and begins to sink — a lesson in divided 
focus. 

Application: Faith falters when focus shifts from the Word to the 
waves. 

Power in the Rescue (Matthew 14:31) 

“Immediately, Jesus reached out His hand.” His power doesn’t 
humiliate — it rescues and restores. 

Application: Even failing faith can reach His saving hand. 

Faith isn’t about avoiding the storm — it’s about trusting the One who 
walks on it. 
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July 19 - Power in Weakness 

Text: Judges 7:1–22 

Power in the Reduction (Judges 7:2–7) 

God trims Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300 — to show the victory 
is His alone. The Hebrew root for “Gideon” means “to cut down” — 
fitting for a leader God prunes before He empowers. 

Application: Sometimes God subtracts before He multiplies. 

Power in Obedience (Judges 7:9–15) 

Gideon obeys even in fear — visiting the enemy camp confirms 
God’s promise. Jewish wisdom: courage is not the absence of fear 
but the mastery of it through faith. 

Application: Listen for God’s reassurance in your night of doubt. 

Power in Strategy (Judges 7:16–18) 

Torches in jars and shouts of praise — “For Adonai and for Gideon!” 
The light breaks forth when the jars are shattered — prophetic of our 
own brokenness revealing His glory. 

Application: Let God’s light shine through your cracks. 

Power in Victory (Judges 7:19–22) 

The enemy turns on itself — divine confusion defeats human might. 

Messianic reflection: salvation through weakness foreshadows 
Jesus’ victory through the cross. 

God’s power is not limited by what you have — it’s released when you 
give Him what’s left. 
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July 26 - Power to Make You Whole 

Text: Mark 5:25–34 

Power in Desperation (Mark 5:25–26) 

A woman suffering twelve years — excluded under Levitical purity laws 
(niddah). She is both physically and socially cut off, yet refuses to give up. 

Application: When the world shuts you out, press into the presence of 
God. 

Power in Faith’s Reach (Mark 5:27–28) 

She touches the tzitzit (fringes) of His garment — a symbol of God’s 
commandments (Numbers 15:38). Jewish insight: touching the tzitzit 
represented clinging to covenant promises. 

Application: Faith connects to God’s Word — not superstition, but trust in 
His authority. 

Power in the Flow (Mark 5:29–30) 

“Immediately the flow of blood stopped.” Power flows out of Jesus into 
her. This is koach — divine strength — that restores, not drains. 

Application: God’s power is personal and purposeful. 

Power in Relationship (Mark 5:33–34) 

“Daughter, your faith has made you whole.” He not only heals her body 
but restores her identity in the family of faith. 

Application: Healing is never just physical — it’s relational and 
redemptive. 

When you reach out in faith, His power reaches back in love. 
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August 2 - Power in the Spirit 

Text: Judges 14 – 16 

Power in Calling (Judges 13:5 / 14:6) 

Samson’s strength came from being set apart as a Nazirite — a symbol of 
holiness (nezirut = separation). Jewish insight: Nazirites modeled total 
dedication to God; strength flows from consecration, not muscle. 

Application: Power begins with purpose — you can’t use what you 
haven’t surrendered. 

Power in the Spirit (Judges 14:6, 19) 

“The Spirit of Adonai rushed upon him.” The Hebrew tzal’ach means “to 
break out mightily.” God’s Spirit isn’t limited by your past — He moves 
when the mission demands. 

Application: Let the Spirit break out through you, not just in you. 

Power Lost and Restored (Judges 16:20–22, 28–30) 

Samson’s fall with Delilah shows how compromise drains spiritual strength. 
Yet in repentance, God grants one final victory. 

Application: Failure isn’t final — when you turn back, His power returns 
stronger than before. 

Power that Points Forward 

Like Samson, Messiah gained victory through apparent defeat — dying to 
destroy the enemy’s hold. 

Application: God’s strength shows up most in surrender. 

Real strength isn’t physical — it’s the Spirit of God working through a 
yielded heart. 
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August 9 - Power to Open Ears and Loosen Tongues 

Text: Mark 7:31–37 

Power in Compassion (Mark 7:32–33) 

Jesus takes the man aside privately — ministry marked by 
tenderness. Jewish culture viewed isolation from the community as 
ritual defilement; Jesus’ touch restores both body and belonging. 

Application: God’s power reaches the forgotten. 

Power in Symbolic Action (Mark 7:33–34) 

Touching ears and tongue recalls prophetic gestures in Tanakh (Isaiah 
6, Ezekiel 3). Jesus sighs and says “Ephphatha” (Aramaic = “Be 
opened”) — echoing Genesis 1 where God’s word brings life. 

Application: God still speaks “Be opened” to hearts closed by fear. 

Power in Praise (Mark 7:35–37) 

The people proclaim, “He has done all things well” — a phrase from 
Genesis 1’s creation refrain. Messianic link: The same Creator now 
recreates broken humanity. 

Application: When God restores your voice, use it for His glory. 

Power to Hear Spiritually 

Jewish thought: true hearing (shema) = listening and obeying. 

Application: Spiritual hearing leads to transformed speaking. 

God’s power opens ears to His word and mouths to His praise. 
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August 16 - Power to Provide in Isolation 

Text: 1 Kings 17:1–6 

Power in the Word (1 Kings 17:1) 

Elijah proclaims drought by God’s command — courage to speak 
truth in crisis. Jewish commentators note that drought symbolized 
spiritual dryness in Israel. 

Application: Sometimes obedience leads you into wilderness before 
breakthrough. 

Power in the Brook (1 Kings 17:2–4) 

God sends Elijah to the Wadi Cherith — hidden but provided for. 
Hebrew cherith = “cut off.” When God hides you, He’s shaping you. 

Application: Isolation can be preparation, not punishment. 

Power in the Ravens (1 Kings 17:4–6) 

Unclean birds bring holy provision — God uses unlikely messengers. 
Jewish midrash: even ravens obey the Creator’s voice when people 
won’t. 

Application: Don’t limit how God can feed you — His methods are 
as miraculous as His message. 

Power in Trust 

Elijah’s dependence teaches daily faith — no storage, just supply. 

Application: God provides enough for today, and that’s enough. 

When God calls you into hiding, He’s proving His faithfulness in private 
before revealing His power in public. 
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August 23 - Power to Cleanse and Restore Gratitude 

Text: Luke 17:11–19 

Power Beyond Distance (Luke 17:12–14) 

Ten lepers cry out from afar — social and ritual distance under 
Levitical law. Jesus heals them “as they went” — faith in motion. 

Application: Sometimes healing happens on the journey, not the 
instant you ask. 

Power in Obedience 

Jesus sends them to the priests — Torah requires confirmation of 
cleansing (Leviticus 14). He honors the Law while fulfilling it. 

Application: God’s miracles don’t contradict obedience — they 
reward it. 

Power in Gratitude (Luke 17:15–18) 

Only one returns — a Samaritan, the outsider. Jewish perspective: 
gratitude (hakarat hatov) is foundational to righteousness. 

Application: Gratitude completes the miracle — it keeps the heart 
whole. 

Power in Wholeness (Luke 17:19) 

“Your faith has made you well” — Greek sozo = saved, not just 
healed. Messianic link: Jesus brings full restoration — physical, 
social, spiritual. 

Thankfulness turns healing into holiness — gratitude is the echo of 
grace. 
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August 30 - Power to Answer by Fire 

Text: 1 Kings 18:20–39 

Power in Confrontation (1 Kings 18:20–24) 

Elijah faces 450 prophets of Baal — one man versus the crowd. 
“How long will you waver between two opinions?” — Hebrew 
piseachim = “limping.” 

Application: indecision is spiritual paralysis; faith demands a stand. 

Power in Preparation (1 Kings 18:30–35) 

Elijah repairs the altar of twelve stones — restoring covenant unity of 
Israel’s tribes. Jewish symbolism: rebuilding the altar = rebuilding 
relationship. 

Application: Before fire falls, the altar must be in order. 

Power in Prayer (1 Kings 18:36–37) 

Simple, direct, covenantal prayer — no theatrics, just trust. “Answer 
me, O Lord…” — Elijah prays for revelation, not reputation. 

Application: Real power flows through humility. 

Power in the Fire (1 Kings 18:38–39) 

Fire consumes sacrifice, stones, water — heaven’s definitive “Amen.” 

Messianic link: fire represents God’s purifying presence — fulfilled at 
Pentecost when the Spirit’s fire fell on believers. 

Application: When the fire of God falls, idolatry falls too. 

When you rebuild the altar and call on His name, God’s fire still 
answers today. 
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September 6 - Power to Raise What’s Dead 

Text: Mark 5:21–24, 35–43 

Power in Desperate Faith (Mark 5:22–23) 

Jairus, a synagogue leader, humbles himself before Jesus. In Jewish 
culture, public humility by a leader shows true desperation. 

Application: Sometimes your breakthrough starts when you stop caring 
about appearances. 

Power in Divine Timing (Mark 5:35–36) 

“Your daughter is dead.” But Jesus says, “Do not fear, only believe.” 
Jewish mourning customs began immediately after death — Jesus steps 
in before the process even completes. 

Application: God’s timing is not late — He’s just waiting until only His 
power can get the credit. 

Power in the Word (Mark 5:41) 

“Talitha koum” — Aramaic for “Little girl, arise.” His Word crosses 
language, time, and death itself. 

Messianic link: The same voice that said “Let there be light” says, “Get 
up.” 

Power in Restoration (Mark 5:42–43) 

He commands them to give her food — a symbol of nurturing restored 
life. Jewish practice: eating reaffirms normalcy and covenant fellowship. 

Application: When God raises what was dead, nourish it with faith and 
gratitude. 

God’s power doesn’t just resuscitate — it resurrects and restores what 
seemed lost forever. 
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September 13 - Power to Purify What’s Bitter 

Text: 2 Kings 2:19–22 

Power in Perception (2 Kings 2:19) 

“The situation of this city is good, but the water is bad.” In Hebrew 
thought, mayim chayim (“living water”) represents life from God. 

Application: You can have everything that looks good on the outside but 
still be spiritually bitter within. 

Power in the Prophetic Act (2 Kings 2:20–21) 

Elisha uses salt in a new bowl — salt symbolizes covenant (melach berit, 
“salt of the covenant,” Leviticus 2:13). Jewish insight: Salt preserves and 
purifies — a symbol of enduring relationship with God.  The Torah is 
called a covenant of salt. 

Application: God heals us not with something new, but with something 
consecrated. 

Power in the Word of the Lord (2 Kings 2:21) 

“Thus says the LORD: I have healed this water.” The Hebrew rapha (heal) 
means to make whole or restore order. 

Application: God’s Word has creative and corrective power — it not only 
fixes, it transforms. 

Power in Lasting Change (2 Kings 2:22) 

“To this day the water remains pure.” When God heals something, it stays 
healed. 

Messianic link: Jesus called Himself “Living Water,” purifying us eternally. 

God’s power doesn’t mask bitterness — it removes the source and restores 
sweetness. 



First Church 2026: Power

September 20 - Power to Restore What’s Broken 

Text: Luke 22:50–51 

Power in the Moment of Crisis (Luke 22:47–50) 

Peter strikes Malchus, the servant of the high priest. Jewish insight: 
wounding a priestly servant would normally demand severe punishment. 

Application: Our zeal without wisdom can wound those we’re called to 
reach. 

Power in the Touch (Luke 22:51) 

Jesus touches and heals the ear “He touched his ear,” implying 
immediate restoration. Symbolism: The ear represents obedience 
(shema).  A man with this kind of deformity could not perform sacred 
duties in the Temple. 

Application: God’s power restores hearing even to those coming against 
Him. 

Power in Restraint 

Jesus’ miracle halts escalation — divine power used not to destroy but to 
redeem. 

Application: The truest test of power is knowing when to use it for peace. 

Power in Example 

Even as He is arrested, Jesus heals — fulfilling Isaiah 53: “By His stripes 
we are healed.” 

Messianic insight: the Healer continues to heal, even on the way to the 
cross. 

The greatest power is mercy — to heal the ear that came to harm you. 
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September 27 - Power to Multiply What’s Left 

Text: 2 Kings 4:1–7 

Power in Desperation (2 Kings 4:1) 

A widow cries out — her husband was a prophet, yet she faces debt 
and loss. Jewish culture viewed widows as under God’s special 
protection (Deut. 10:18). 

Application: Your cry never falls on deaf ears — God defends the 
helpless. 

Power in Inventory (2 Kings 4:2) 

“What do you have in your house?” — a question of faith and 
resourcefulness. Hebrew insight: bayit (house) also means 
household or inner life — God starts with what’s inside you. 

Application: Miracles often begin with what you’ve overlooked. 

Power in Obedience (2 Kings 4:3–5) 

She gathers empty jars — faith makes room for provision. 

Application: Prepare capacity before the miracle comes. 

Power in Overflow (2 Kings 4:6–7) 

Oil flows until every vessel is filled. In Jewish symbolism, oil 
represents the Holy Spirit, joy, and anointing. Messianic connection: 
“Mashiach” (Messiah) means “the Anointed One.” 

Application: God fills the space you make for Him — and more. 

God’s power multiplies what’s left when you offer it in faith and 
obedience. 
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October 4 - Power to Rise Again 

Text: Matthew 28 : 1–10 

Power in the Morning (vv 1–2) 

At dawn on Yom Rishon (first day), the women go to the tomb. 
Jewish day-break imagery: new light means new creation (Genesis 
1). 

Application: Every new morning declares resurrection power. 

Power in the Earthquake (v 2) 

In Scripture, quakes signal divine visitation (Exodus 19, Psalm 68). 

Heaven moves earth when redemption is revealed. 

Power in the Message (vv 5–7) 

“He is not here; He has risen.” Angels echo Isaiah 26 : 19 — “Your 
dead will live.” 

Application: Resurrection is not rumor but reality. 

Power in the Commission (vv 8–10) 

The risen Messiah meets the women first—God honors faith over 
status. 

Messianic insight: The first witnesses of new creation mirror Eve’s 
role reversed: where one woman heard deception, others now hear 
deliverance. 

The same power that rolled away the stone still rolls away every 
barrier between you and life. 
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October 11 - Power to Cleanse the Proud 

Text: 2 Kings 5 : 1–15 

Power Behind the Problem (vv 1–3) 

Naaman’s greatness cannot cover his affliction. Jewish perspective: 
leprosy (tzara’at) often represented moral or spiritual corruption, not 
mere disease. 

Application: No status shields you from the need for grace. 

Power in Simple Obedience (vv 9–14) 

The Jordan seems too common, yet healing flows from humble 
obedience. The Jordan’s name (Yarden) means “to descend”—
healing requires going low. 

Application: Humility is heaven’s gateway to wholeness. 

Power in Cleansing (v 14) 

“His flesh was restored like that of a little child.” Symbolic new birth; 
echoes of mikveh (ritual immersion) purity. 

Messianic link: Baptism later embodies this same surrender and 
renewal. 

Power in Testimony (v 15) 

Naaman declares, “Now I know there is no God in all the earth but in 
Israel.” Healing births confession and worship. 

God’s power meets us when pride steps aside and faith steps in. 
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October 18 - Power to Provide Again 

Text: John 21 : 1–14 

Power in the Return (vv 1–3) 

After the resurrection, the disciples go back to fishing—symbol of 
disappointment. Jewish rabbinic view: returning to old work after 
loss shows the need for reassurance. 

Application: When you feel you’ve failed, God meets you where you 
started. 

Power in the Voice (vv 4–6) 

“Cast the net on the right side.” Obedience brings overflow. 153 fish
—some Jewish interpreters saw numerical symbolism for kol goyim 
(“all nations”)—a prophetic sign of global mission.  The phrase ‘Ani 
Elohim’ (I am God) has a numerical value of 153. 

Application: His Word still directs the catch. 

Power in Recognition (vv 7–8) 

“It is the Lord!” Revelation comes through obedience, not 
observation. 

Application: You often see Him only after doing what He said. 

Power in Restoration (vv 9–14) 

Breakfast by the fire recalls Peter’s earlier denial by a fire; grace 
rewrites the memory. Messianic link: same hands that broke bread at 
Passover now break fish in fellowship. 

God’s power not only refills empty nets—it restores weary hearts. 
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October 25 - Power to Deliver in the Den  

Text: Daniel 6:10–23 

Power in Conviction (v 10) 

Daniel prays three times daily toward Jerusalem—following 
Solomon’s temple prayer (1 Kings 8 : 48). 

Application: Faithfulness before crisis prepares strength during 
crisis. 

Power in Peace (vv 16–18) 

Daniel’s calm contrasts the king’s sleepless night. Jewish 
commentary: Daniel’s trust exemplifies bitachon—complete security 
in God’s sovereignty. 

Application: Peace is proof of power before deliverance comes. 

Power in Preservation (vv 19–22) 

“My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths.” Echoes Psalm 
91 : 13—“You will tread upon the lion.” 

Application: God can neutralize every threat without removing you 
from the trial. 

Power in Promotion (v 28) 

Deliverance leads to greater influence—Daniel prospers under a new 
king. Messianic insight: Like Daniel, Jesus descended into the pit 
(death) and rose vindicated. 

God’s power doesn’t always prevent the den—but it always shuts the 
lions’ mouths. 
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November 1 - Power to Fill and Empower  

Text: Acts 2:1–21 

Power in Unity (Acts 2:1) 

“They were all together in one place.” Jewish context: This was Shavuot 
(Pentecost), the Feast of Weeks — celebrating both harvest and the giving of 
the Torah at Sinai. 

Application: The Spirit fell on a united people who had gathered for obedience, 
not spectacle. 

Power from Heaven (Acts 2:2–4) 

A sound like a mighty wind — ruach in Hebrew means both “wind” and “Spirit.” 
Tongues of fire recall Sinai’s flames (Exodus 19:18) — the same presence that 
once wrote on stone now writes on hearts. 

Application: The fire that once fell on a mountain now burns in His people. 

Power in Every Language (Acts 2:5–11) 

Babel scattered; Pentecost gathers. Every nation hears in its own tongue. Jewish 
symbolism: 70 nations descended from Noah — representing all humanity 
hearing the Word. 

Application: The Holy Spirit bridges divides, not builds them. 

Power in the Message (Acts 2:14–21) 

Peter quotes Joel: “I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh.” Messianic insight: This 
fulfills God’s promise of a new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31–34). 

Application: The Spirit empowers ordinary people for extraordinary purpose. 

The same Spirit that descended at Sinai now fills believers to bring the Word of 
God to the world. 
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November 8 - Power to Stand in the Fire 

Text: Daniel 3 

Power in Conviction (Daniel 3:12–15) 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refuse to bow to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image. Jewish understanding: Idolatry is 
the ultimate betrayal of kiddush HaShem — the sanctification of 
God’s name. 

Application: True worship is loyalty under pressure. 

Power in Confession (Daniel 3:16–18) 

“Our God is able to deliver us… but even if He does not…” Their 
faith is rooted in God’s sovereignty, not outcomes. 

Application: Real faith stands even when rescue isn’t guaranteed. 

Power in the Presence (Daniel 3:24–25) 

“I see four men… and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 
Messianic link: Jesus present in the furnace — foreshadowing divine 
incarnation. 

Application: You’ll never face a fire He’s not already in with you. 

Power in Promotion (Daniel 3:28–30) 

From persecution to promotion — obedience leads to influence. 

Application: God uses fiery trials to refine faith and reveal His glory. 

God’s power doesn’t always take you out of the fire—but it will always 
bring you through it. 
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November 8 - Power to Stand in the Fire  

Text: Daniel 3 

Power in Conviction (Daniel 3:12–15) 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refuse to bow to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image. Jewish understanding: Idolatry is 
the ultimate betrayal of kiddush HaShem — the sanctification of 
God’s name. 

Application: True worship is loyalty under pressure. 

Power in Confession (Daniel 3:16–18) 

“Our God is able to deliver us… but even if He does not…” Their 
faith is rooted in God’s sovereignty, not outcomes. 

Application: Real faith stands even when rescue isn’t guaranteed. 

Power in the Presence (Daniel 3:24–25) 

“I see four men… and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 
Messianic link: Jesus present in the furnace — foreshadowing divine 
incarnation. 

Application: You’ll never face a fire He’s not already in with you. 

Power in Promotion (Daniel 3:28–30) 

From persecution to promotion — obedience leads to influence. 

Application: God uses fiery trials to refine faith and reveal His glory. 

God’s power doesn’t always take you out of the fire—but it will always 
bring you through it. 
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November 15 - Power to Open Every Door 

Text: Acts 12:1–19 

Power in Prayer (Acts 12:5) 

The early believers prayed fervently while Peter was imprisoned. 
Jewish insight: communal prayer (tefillah b’tzibur) was considered 
especially powerful. 

Application: Never underestimate the reach of united prayer. 

Power in the Angelic Mission (Acts 12:7–10) 

A light shines, chains fall, gates open on their own — supernatural 
yet understated. The same God who sent angels to rescue Daniel 
now delivers Peter. 

Application: God still has ways to open doors you can’t even reach. 

Power in the Realization (Acts 12:11–12) 

Peter thought it was a vision until he was fully outside. Sometimes 
God’s miracle feels too good to be true until you step into daylight. 

Application: Expect your deliverance to surprise you. 

Power in the Response (Acts 12:13–17) 

The believers struggle to believe their own prayer was answered! 

Application: God often answers beyond our faith, not because of it. 

God’s power opens doors that faithless fear keeps closed. 
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November 22 - Power to Pursue and Redeem 

Text: Jonah 1–2 

Power Over Disobedience (Jonah 1:1–4) 

Jonah flees to Tarshish — the opposite direction of Nineveh. Jewish 
insight: Prophets are messengers; refusal to deliver God’s word is a 
grave sin. 

Application: You can’t outrun a God who’s everywhere. 

Power in the Storm (Jonah 1:4–16) 

God sends the wind — creation responds when His messenger 
won’t. Even pagan sailors end up worshiping the Lord. 

Application: God can use your detour to display His glory. 

Power in the Deep (Jonah 1:17–2:1) 

Jonah in the fish three days and nights — a prophetic foreshadowing 
of Jesus’burial and resurrection. (Matthew 12:40). Jewish tradition: 
the fish was mercy, not punishment — protection within discipline. 

Application: Sometimes your confinement is God’s classroom. 

Power in Prayer (Jonah 2:1–10) 

Jonah prays from the belly of the fish — a psalm of thanksgiving, not 
complaint. “Salvation belongs to the Lord” — the central message of 
the book. 

Application: When repentance rises, deliverance follows. 

God’s power doesn’t just chase the lost — it changes them. 
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Advent Week 1: Power in the Promise (Hope) 

Text: Isaiah 9:2–7; Luke 1:26–38 

Power in Prophecy (Isaiah 9:2–7) 

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.” Jewish 
expectation: Isaiah’s prophecy of a child born to us was seen as 
Messianic hope. 

Application: Hope isn’t wishful thinking—it’s trust in God’s track 
record. 

Power in the Promise (Luke 1:26–33) 

Gabriel’s words to Miriam (Mary) echo God’s covenant with David. In 
Hebrew, Jesus means “Adonai saves.” The name itself is power and 
promise fulfilled. 

Application: God’s promises never expire—they’re fulfilled in His 
timing, not ours. 

Power in the “Yes” (Luke 1:34–38) 

“Let it be to me according to Your word.” Jewish insight: Mary’s 
surrender mirrors the faith of Abraham—believing the impossible. 

Application: Power flows through yielded hearts. 

Power in the Waiting 

Advent reminds us that waiting isn’t passive—it’s preparation. 

Application: God’s promises still bring light to dark seasons. 

Hope is powerful because it trusts the One who never fails to keep His 
word. 
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Advent Week 2: Power in the Peace (Peace) 

Text: Luke 2:1–14; Micah 5:2–5 

Power in the Place (Micah 5:2) 

Bethlehem (Beit Lechem = “House of Bread”) foretold as Messiah’s 
birthplace. Jewish expectation: The smallest town chosen for the 
greatest event—God’s pattern of power in humility. 

Application: God still works in small places and through small people. 

Power in the Peace (Luke 2:10–14) 

Angels proclaim shalom—peace with God and among humanity. In 
Hebrew thought, shalom means wholeness and restoration, not mere 
calm. 

Application: True peace is not the absence of conflict but the presence of 
Christ. 

Power in the Process (Luke 2:6–7) 

Born in a manger—not a mistake, but a message. Jewish inns were family 
guest rooms; there was no room for Him in a world that didn’t expect Him. 

Application: Make room for the Prince of Peace in the chaos of life. 

Power in the Praise (Luke 2:13–14) 

Heaven’s armies announce peace, not war—true might in meekness. 

Application: Worship is the sound of peace taking hold. 

God’s greatest power is revealed not in conquest but in calm—the peace 
that surpasses understanding. 



First Church 2026: Power

Advent Week 3: Power in the Joy (Joy) 

Text: Luke 1:39–56; Luke 2:8–11 

Power in the Connection (Luke 1:39–41) 

When Mary greets Elizabeth, the baby (John) leaps in her womb. Jewish 
understanding: Simcha (joy) is a divine response to the presence of 
holiness. 

Application: True joy is contagious—it’s the byproduct of divine 
encounter. 

Power in the Song (Luke 1:46–55) 

Mary’s Magnificat mirrors Hannah’s prayer (1 Samuel 2)—both women 
rejoice over miraculous births. Joy in Jewish life is expressed in song; 
God’s power makes melody out of miracles. 

Application: Worship turns worry into wonder. 

Power in the Announcement (Luke 2:8–11) 

“I bring you good news of great joy for all people.” Angels first appear to 
shepherds—ordinary, unclean men chosen for extraordinary news. 

Application: God’s joy reaches those who think they’re too far out in the 
field. 

Power in the Presence 

Joy is not found in circumstances but in Emmanuel—“God with us.” 
Messianic insight: Jesus’ birth fulfills Psalm 16:11—“In Your presence is 
fullness of joy.” 

Joy is not a feeling you chase—it’s the evidence that God’s presence has 
arrived. 



First Church 2026: Power

Advent Week 4: Power in the Love (Love) 

Text: John 1:1–14; Matthew 1:18–25 

Power in the Word (John 1:1–5) 

“In the beginning was the Word…” — Davar Elohim (Word of God) active 
in creation. Jewish understanding: God’s Word is His power in motion. 

Application: Love speaks life—when you release His Word, you release 
His power. 

Power in the Presence (John 1:14) 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” Greek eskēnōsen = 
“tabernacled” — echoing the Shekhinah glory dwelling in the Tabernacle. 

Application: The same glory that filled the Temple now fills human hearts. 

Power in the Promise (Matthew 1:20–23) 

“You shall call His name Jesus (Jesus)… Emmanuel, God with us.”
Messianic fulfillment: God didn’t send a message—He came Himself. 

Application: Love isn’t something God feels—it’s something He becomes. 

Power in the Plan (Matthew 1:24–25) 

Joseph obeys despite confusion; love acts when understanding is limited. 

Application: Obedience is love in motion; when you love, God’s power 
works through you. 

The greatest power in the universe was born in humility—love incarnate, 
dwelling among us. 


