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Congregation Agudath Achim 

The Shul Shpiel 

                        February 28th   
 

Covered Dish Dinner          6:15pm 
Bring a Dairy or Parve.  Sisterhood will provide drinks, bread and dessert. 

                         Megillah Reading  &  

                      Esther Play           7:00pm 
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Now that we have survived the Great Blizzard of January 2018, we can 

move ahead into February with confidence in our ability to deal with 

whatever God sees fit to send our way.  

On a more serious note, we lost one of Agudah Achimõs sweetest souls 

recently, with the passing of Carol Goodman. Our sincere condolences 

go out to Larry and the children Jonathan and Lauren, and the  

entire Goodman family. It was truly inspirational to witness the 

outpouring  of love and support from our congregation, the Jewish 

community and the community - at - large in honor of Carol. May her 

memory be a blessing.  

And speaking of blessings, I would encourage all of us to participate   

in the upcoming Trip to the new Civil Rights Museum in Jackson 

Mississippi on Sunday, February 18. Details can be found elsewhere in 

the Bulletin, but I understand that the roles of the Jews in the civil 

rights movement are recognized and it is a wonderful opportunity for 

us to show our continuing support and concern for this important  

issue.  

Just one more thingé.I hope that you are aware of our new Pirkei Avot 

( Wisdom of the Fathers ) group study program, developed by Dr. Bruce 

Herniter. We meet every Shabbat morning, following the Kiddush after 

Saturday morning services. Lively discussions, friendly debates and a 

connection to the roots that bind us together, make this a great 

experience. Please join us every Saturday as we Move Forward Together 

Kadima BõYachad . Shalom my Agudath Achim Brothers and Sisters.  

 

 

         Howard J. Silberman  

From  the  President  
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Hazzanôs Notes 

        

                    Connecting our Winter and Spring Festivals 
 

If we can mentally rearrange the order of our Jewish Festivals, there is an interesting     
progression among them that can be seen as a metaphor about our Jewish Journey. 

Here is our list of Winter and Spring Festivals in their calendar order:  Hanukkah (Festival 
of Lights) Tu BiSh'vat (New Year of the Trees), Purim (Feast of Esther), Pesach (Festival  
of Freedom), Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Day), Yom HaAtzma'ut (Israel Independence  
Day), and Shavuot (Festival of Weeks). 

Here is the same list of our Festivals, specifying the "larger picture" behind each one: 

Hanukkah  celebrating the successful fight for Freedom of Religion in Judea 

Tu BiSh'vat   celebrating the trees and produce grown in the Land of Israel 

Purim   celebrating how a Diaspora Jewish community avoided tragedy 

Pesach  celebrating the ancient Israelites escaping from Egyptian servitude 

Yom HaShoah commemorating the destruction of the European Jewish community 

Yom HaAtzma'ut celebrating the establishment of Israel as a modern nation in 1948 

Shavuot  celebrating our Israelite ancestors receiving the Torah at Mt. Sinai 

One way to conceive of our Jewish Journey through history for 3500 years is to follow    
that journey from the Land of Israel, into the Diaspora, and back to the Land of Israel. 

The Diaspora experience began with the 400 years of Egyptian sojourn and servitude,  
continued with the Babylonian Exile in 586 BCE, became the main focus of world Jewry  
after the Roman Destruction in 70 CE, and is a reality 2000 years later in modern times. 

So, here is a conceptual rearranging (with dates) of our Winter and Spring Festivals to    
reflect our origins in Israel, our Diaspora experiences, and our Return to modern Israel. 

Tu BiSh'vat   Our Patriarchs and Matriarchs settled in Canaan, and we celebrate  
1500 BCE  the "Birthday of the Trees" by eating fruits grown in modern Israel. 

Pesach  After 400 years sojourn and servitude in Egypt, the Israelites under   
1240 BCE  Moses escaped, which we celebrate annually in a Passover Seder. 

Shavuot  Seven weeks after leaving Egypt, the Israelites received the Torah 
1240 BCE  through Moses during an encounter with the Divine at Mt. Sinai.  

Purim   The Jewish community in Persia avoided a massacre through the 
430 BCE  efforts of Queen Esther during the reign of Ahasuerus / Artaxerxes. 

Hanukkah  Jews in Judea successfully fought the Syrian Greeks for Freedom of 
165 BCE  Religion under the Maccabees, establishing the 2nd Commonwealth. 

Yom HaShoah The Diaspora European Jewish community was largely destroyed by 
1942 CE  Nazis, commemorated by the Day of Remembrance and Resistance. 

Yom HaAtzma'ut The modern State of Israel declared Independence at the end of the 
1948 CE  British Mandate, and successfully fought the first of several wars. 

          

         Hazzan Neil Schwartz 
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Jewish Community Directory   

NEW EDITION COMING SOON!  

Thank you for providing your updated information to us.  Our next bulletin will have information 

regarding availability,  cost and mailing expense of the new directory.    

Community Events 

Bus Trip to Mississippi Civil Rights Museum  

on Presidentôs Day Weekend ï February 18, 2018 
 

Menôs Club, in conjunction with Bônai Zion and North Louisiana Jewish Federation,  

will sponsor a bus trip to see the new and amazing  

Mississippi Civil Rights Museum in Jackson. 

    Date:  Sunday, February 18, 2018 

    Time:  Load bus at  AA at 7:30am; Bus departs for BZ 7:45am  

    Cost:  $10/adult, $5/youth (18 and under) 
 

                      Fee covers cost of Museum, and roundtrip transportation to Jackson. 
      

                            RESERVATIONS REQUIRED.  DEADLINE: JANUARY 31st 

                                                   Your check is your reservation.    

Beginning February 1
st
, all remaining seats will be made available to the broader Shreveport-

Bossier community. Cost: $50/person.    We will go out to lunch before visiting the museum and 
have dinner after the event on our way home.  Individuals are responsible for their own lunch & 
dinner expenses. 

Menôs Club  Event 

 
Aguath Achim Sisterhood membership is open to congregation members,    
spouses and conversion class participants.  Annual dues are $36.00, you can    
always  make your check for more, a lagniappe donation.  If you havenõt done   
so already, please mail your check to Sara Zweig or drop off at the shul. 

Sisterhood 

Thank you to all who donate toiletries which we donate to the Council on Alcoholism & Drug 

Abuse.  Also, remember soft drink tabs for St. Judesôs;  Box Top coupons and Community 

Coffee proofs of purchases.    
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            FEBRUARY  2018  

 Adult Education     
 

   Please join us on Wednesday,  
February 14th  at 7:00 p.m.  
Topic is:  Purim -The real story. 

  

Family Service 

Friday,  February 9th,   

7:00 pm  

With story and songs 

  !ƎǳŘŀǘƘ !ŎƘƛƳ    
.ƻŀǊŘ  aŜŜǝƴƎ                  
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мнǘƘ 
         тΥллǇƳ 

Condolences  

 

To the Family of Carol Goodman  

 

and  

 

The Family of Ruth Slutsky  

Tammy A Willson           Feb 6 

     Joan Lurie   Feb 9 

         Barbara Joseph         Feb 19 

   Richard Dechowitz    Feb 27 

      

  We are praying for a speedy recovery for             

     Irvin Levine  

  

Happy belated Birthday                        

to Peggy Smith Jan 25 
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          Sisterhood Gift Shop 

      Bagel time! Visit the Rubenstein Gift Shop this month  
                and take  50% off these bagel-icious items: 
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�x�� The Ultimate Bagel Cookbook 

�x�� The Bagel Bible 

�x�� Bagel-themed neckties 

�x�� Bagel-shaped mugs 

�x�� Boxed sets of cream cheese spreaders 

�x�� Bagel-shaped cream cheese dishes 

�x�� Large bagel serving platters 

�x�� Inflatable bagel toys 

�x�� Bagel corrals (for easy slicing) 
�x�� Bagel-shaped candles 


