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Shabbat Services: Friday Evening at 8:00 p.m., Saturday Morning at 10:00 a.m.

Tevet - Shevat 5779 JANUARY 2019

Tu BiSh'vat

Please join us for a special event, the visit of
rabbinical candidate Rabbi Kessler,

during the weekend of January 18th.
See page 4 for details.
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Executive Board Message

As | was trying to think about what to write for the first bulletin in 2019, | found myself
coming back to the idea of Resolutions. Though the Jewish New Year was several
months ago, | can’t deny that December 31 also feels like the end of a year. We have
to replace our calendars, and struggle for several weeks trying to remember to write
“19” instead of “18”. So, | began wondering how as modern Jews we can embrace
this secular New Year as part of our Jewish lives.

In researching, | found some good words of advice from Rabbi Brad Hirschfield, the
President of The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership. He writes:

“‘New Year’s marks a time when people everywhere celebrate the possibility of
building a better tomorrow. It symbolizes the human desire to demarcate the past
from the future, the old from the new. But what if we really understood that our
words — our resolutions and commitments — could create a new beginning? What
if we really believed that our vows had the power to help us get past the past?

There is a deep human desire to be able to start again, not to be imprisoned by

the past. We need to feel hope for new possibilities and see that our future is not
governed entirely by our history. It's no surprise that the images of the Grim Reaper
and Father Time look alike and that the symbol for the New Year is a baby. We cut
down some of the old and make space for something new.

These are very much “Jewish” ideas as well. Jewish tradition celebrates the ability

to start over throughout the year. In Jewish life, every day, every week, and at many
other times, we are given the chance to begin again. To integrate another celebration
is very much in keeping with our tradition.

In daily morning prayers, Jews thank G-d for renewing the world. Every Shabbat we
recall the first moment of creation, and by doing so, give ourselves the chance to start
over. At Rosh Hashanah, Jews everywhere celebrate the birthday of the world, and
even in the Mishnah, the code of law, we recognize multiple Rosh Hashanahs (New
Years), so to commemorate an additional one is not foreign to Jewish practice.”

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/starting-over-at-new-years/

Rabbi Hischfield continues to go on and give us tips on how to make New Year’s
more Jewish. In my opinion, | think one of the best ways for making New Year’s
more Jewish is in our Resolutions. During Rosh Hashanah and throughout the year,
we take vows to uphold the covenant, not speak ill of others, observe Shabbat, and
many more.

What if for 2019 we were to make resolutions that mirror these vows? What if we all
resolve to give back to our Jewish community, participate more in services, attend
more events in the greater Jewish community of Shreveport? By everyone making a
small and attainable New Year’s Resolution that aims to help our congregation and
greater community, we can hope to further our improvement to a vibrant and growing
Jewish community here in Shreveport.

Kot Dicken
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https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Rosh_Hashanah.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/shaharit-minhah-and-maariv/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Rabbinics/Talmud/Mishnah.shtml

Four New Year Occasions Each Year

January 21st, 2019 is Tu BiSh'vat, the New Year of the Trees. This month we will once again
share a Tu BiSh'vat Seder on Shabbat Shira, January 19th, the Saturday morning just before
Tu BiSh'vat. There are several ways to organize this little-known ritual, and during the recent
years, we have experienced two of those here.

Before examining some of those versions, let us briefly review what this minor holiday entails,
and put it into the context of the four New Year occasions in the Jewish calendar. The more
correct Hebrew name for Tu BiSh'vat is Rosh HaShanah Ha-llanot, which literally means "The
New Year of the Trees". According to the Babylonian Talmud, there are FOUR New Years.

We all are familiar with Rosh HaShanah, the "religious New Year" which falls on the first day
(or two days) of the seventh month, Tishrei. Like all New Year occasions, this is a period of
transition, during which we look back at the previous year and look forward to the next year.
The difference with Rosh HaShanah is that it is our actions and words which are reviewed, in
the hopes that we will be forgiven on Yom Kippur for past wrongs, and that we will do better.

According to the Book of Exodus in our Torah, the first month of the year is Nisan in Spring,
which is the month that includes Pesach (Passover). According to the Talmud, the first of
Nisan was the "New Year of Kings", which determined how many years each king reigned,
regardless of the actual date on which a new king ascended the throne in ancient Israel.

The other two New Year occasions are the ancient equivalents of "fiscal years", in the
context of agricultural cycles for fruit trees and animal herds. One month before our Rosh
HaShanah major religious holy day is the "New Year of the Animals", on the first day of Elul.
In ancient days when herding was a maijor Israelite occupation, this determined taxes \ tithes
on newborn lambs that survived their first summer of life, and on animal herds in general.

This brings us back to Tu BiSh'vat, which had an important role in not only taxing \ tithing the
fruit of trees, but also the very health and strength of the fruit trees themselves. A procedure
that is still followed in modern orchards is to let three complete growing years be completed
for a newly-planted tree, with the fruit dropping rather than being picked. This results in
stronger trees and better-tasting fruit during subsequent harvest / picking seasons.

This three-year cycle of letting fruit drop naturally is called "orlah", and modern Israeli farmers
still follow this routine. During the fourth year of a tree in ancient Israel, its fruit was brought
as tithes to the Temple in Jerusalem, and from the fifth year onward, it could be eaten or sold.

During the 16th century, Kabbalistic mystics created a "Tu BiSh'vat Seder" modelled after the
Passover Seder, with symbolic foods and four cups of wine or grape juice. In North American
Jewish schools, this ritual is often organized along either of two concepts: fruits with a rind or
peel, with a pit or core, or those eaten whole; and/or the seven species of Israeli produce listed
in Deuteronomy 8:8 (wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, and dates for honey).

We have done a more "adult' version of this ritual for the last couple of years. While | am not
usually "into" mysticism, the Tu BiSh'vat Seder that | wrote for our use is based on four levels
of "mystical realms": Assiya (Action), Y'tzira (Feeling), B'riah (Knowledge), and Atzilut (Spirit).
When we share this event during Kiddush on January 19th, we will incorporate the three types
of fruit and the seven Israeli foods listed above to symbolize and illustrate these four "realms".

Judaism has always cared about ecology, and celebrating Tu BiSh'vat is a wonderful way to
connect with our environmentalism. Looking forward to sharing our Tu BiSh'vat Seder with you!

Hagzgar Neil Schwarty
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Social Media Requests

Although Cantor’s contract will not expire until next
year, the search is lengthy. Tell your out-of -town f‘ ‘“
friends and relatives in the event they might know of
someone wanting to relocate to a warmer climate.

Rabbinic Candidate’s Visit

January 18th

It is my pleasure to announce to our kehila (community) that the
Rabbinic search committee has extended an invitation to Rabbi Gary
Kessler and his wife, Miriam, to come to Shreveport. They will be
visiting us the weekend of January 18th to 20th. He will be leading
services and there will be other opportunities over the weekend to
get to know our candidate better.

He currently is one of the Rabbis in a congregation in Queens, New
York. He has served conservative congregations in Corpus Christi,
Fort Worth, Guelph (Ontario, Canada) and others.

Please clear your calendar for this weekend and plan to attend so
we may all participate in the selection process. Let me add that this
is part of a process and not a done deal. Your careful and critical
thoughts and input is very much part of the plan. Detailed times for
events will be released as soon as they are finalized.

| wish you all a Happy secular New Year and look forward to seeing
you soon.

Sincerely,

David E. Ginsburg
President
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Family Service Board Meeting

Friday, January 25th AA Board Meeting

at 8:00 p.m. Monday,
(New Time) January 14th
With story and songs 7:00pm

Adult Education

Please join us on Wednesday,
January 23rd at 7:00pm

Topic: The mysticism of Tu BiSh'vat

Mark your calendars.....

World Religion Day Minyan for Mark Slutsky,

Sunday, January 27th in memory of his mother,

Stay tuned......details to follow. Sunday, January 6th, 6:00 pm

Sisterhood

Sisterhood Dues for 5779, 2018-19 of $36.00 are due.

Please send your check to Sara Zweig or drop off at
the synagogue office Monday - Friday, gam-2pm.

Also, save and drop off your labels for Education,
Box Tops for St. Judes.

Thank you for your donations of toiletries which are
now being donated to Project Celebration , Inc. which
provides shelter and services for domestic violence
SUrvivors .
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Birthdays in January

Lauren Bayer Jan. 1
Gabrielle Kappers Jan. 1
Cantor Neil Schwartz Jan. 2
Natalyh Murov Jan. 5
Vivian Kawaler Jan. 8
David Ginsburg Jan. 14
Yehudit Platt Jan. 14
Peggy Smith Jan. 25
Jeri Lyn Arnold Jan. 26

If there are any errors or omissions, please be
assured it was unintentional. Contact the office
with corrections and additions for Rakefet.

Dr. Rubrey & Joan David & Sandra
Lurie, Q@/, | Ginsburg
58th Anniversary @/6 ; 46th Anniversary
January 15th Nappy anniversary January 7
Men’s Club will host a Minyan Breakfast 9:00am Minyan Service
in honor of the visit of Rabbi and Miriam Kessler 9:30am Breakfast
on Sunday, January 20th. 10:15am Program led by Rabbi Kessler

The Rubenstein Gift Shor

75% off all Hanukkah items!
Thank you for your support

and making 2018 a great year!!
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Donations

Carolyn and Jerry Sheehan and Mark Wilson for donuts at
our Hanukkah Covered Dish Dinner.

In memory of: By:

Samuel O. Strain Dr. Thomas Strain

Irvin Levine Dr. Karen & Bob Gordon

Irvin Levine Sandra & David Ginsburg

Irvin Levine Dr. Jeffrey & Judy Leblang

Irvin Levine Ruth Nierman

Irvin Levine Allen Organick & Ellen Soffer

Casey Colley Allen Organick & Ellen Soffer

Carol Goodman Dr. David & Susan Gross

Carol Goodman Ruth Nierman

Carol Goodman Sara Goodman

Larry Spielberger Ruth Nierman

Bernard Rosenfeld Ruth Nierman

Louise Gomolsky Ruth Nierman

Rosa & George Ablon Jack & Judy Fox

Esther & Sam Fox Jack & Judy Fox

For Recovery of: By:

Richard Dechowitz David & Sandra Ginsburg

In honor of: By:

Leonardo Tavi Feoli Dr. Karen & Bob Gordon
Leonardo Tavi Feoli David & Sandra Ginsburg
Leonardo Tavi Feoli Allen Organick & Ellen Soffer

Grandson of Dr. David & Susan Gross

Sandra Ginsburg Larry Goodman & family
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YAHRZEITS

It is the custom of Agudath Achim to commemorate the Yahrzeit
by reading the name the Sabbath before.

Week of

Dec. 29 -Jan. 4

Week of

Jan. 5 - Jan. 11

Week of
Jan. 12 - Jan. 18

Samuel O. Strain
Baer Abramson
Morris Pesses
Pincus Gardsbane
Max Carroll

Al Rifkin

Kate Shavin

Week of

Jan. 19 - Jan. 25

Carol Goodman
Arnold Lincove
Abraham Charski

Samuel Reisman

Nathan Rubenstein

Tillie Greenstein
Milton Shiffman
Harry Sternberg

Ruth Kopew Slutsky

Week of

Jan. 26 - Feb. 1

Jacob Groner

Irwin Muslow
Margarethe Braun
Rae Schreiber
Dora Weis Diebner
Michael Lazarus
Harold Strausman
Paul Gardsbane

Clara Schnurr

Howard Legum
Rose Pesses
Rabbi Noah Gamze
Leslie Gross

Glen Kramer

Rachel Nottage

Chana Fehier Lurie

Rachel H. Groner
Victor Kolanko
Nathan Levine
Jake Cullick

If there are any omissions
or errors in the list above,
please be assured it was
unintentional. You may
notify the office with any
corrections.

January - Oneg Shabbat / Kiddush

Oneg Committee
11/12 Dr.HAubrey & \.Joan Lurie
appy Anniversary
18 Dr. Karen & Bob Gordon
19 Tu BiSh'vat Kiddush Luncheon
Dr. Jeffrey & Judy Leblang
25/26 in memory of Jake Cullick
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January 2019

Tevet - Shevat 5779

24 tevet 1 |25 tevet 2 |26 tevet 3 [27 tevet 4 |28 tevet 5
Vatera i3
Happy 10:00am 13
Birthday 8:00 pm Services
Cantor Neil Service .,
5:04pm j.j.
29 tevet 6 |1 shevat 7 |2 shevat 8 |3 shevat 9 [(4shevat 10 (5 shevat 11 |6 shevat 12
Bo Lt
10:00am 73
Services
8:00 pm
Service ;.
5:10pm ﬂ»
7 shevat 13 |8shevat 14 |9 shevat 15 (10 shevat 16 |11 shevat 17 |12 shevat 18 |13 shevat 19
Happy B’day Beshalach §i
David R bb K I T
Ginsburg abbI ReSSIer [ pabbi Kessler
A Board Federation BSEEWF:;: . 10:00am
Mt 79035 Board Mtg. g Services
9. f-Lpm At AA 6:00pm 5:16pm ﬂ'
14 shevat 20 |15shevat 21 |16shevat 22 |17 shevat 23 [18 shevat 24 |19 shevat 25 |20shevat 26
Minyan Serv. Yitro Lii
9:00am [N |
T
Breakfast 10:00am
9:30am Services
Program Adult Family Serv.
Rabb| Kess|er Educatlon 800pm a3
10:15am 7:00pm 5:23pm ﬂ'
21shevat 27 [22shevat 28 |23 shevat 29 |24 shevat 30 |25 shevat 31 | 26 shevat 1 |27 shevat 2
Mishpatim % 4
World 73
Religion FEBRUARY FEBRUARY
Day 10:00am
8:00 pm Services
Service 3
5:30pm jj»
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