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IŀȊȊŀƴ bŜƛƭ {ŎƘǿŀǊǘȊ 
{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ [ŜŀŘŜǊ    όсмнύ ффф-рлсл 
 

5ŀǾƛŘ 9Φ DƛƴǎōǳǊƎ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ                όомуύ псф-урло 
ŀƎǳŘŀǘƘŀŎƘƛƳǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ   
²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ŀƎǳŘŀǘƘǎƘǊŜǾŜǇƻǊǘΦŎƻƳ  
     

    The Shul Shpiel 

Mark your calendars 

Shabbat Services:  Friday Evening at 8:00 p.m., Saturday Morning at 10:00 a.m.     

Adar I - Adar II  5779                   MARCH  2019 

Congregation Agudath Achim Synagogue 

9401 Village Green Drive, Shreveport, LA  71115 

                   Phone:  318-797-6401 

 

March 20th   

    6:00 pm -  Covered Dish Dinner  

      Immediately following is the                                  

 Megillat Esther  Reading    

 and English Play    

    

    Purim  Begins  

Rabbi Sydni Adler and her fianc®, Rabbi Feivel Rubinstein, will be coming to 

Shreveport and Agudath Achim the weekend of March 15 - March 17th.    

Rabbi Sydni is a candidate for our Spiritual Leader  at Agudath Achim Synagogue.  

She will be leading services on Friday evening March 15th at 8:00 pm  and        

Saturday morning March 16th at 10:00 am.  See page two, Executive message,    

to learn more about Rabbi Sydni. 

More events are being organized.  Please plan to join us. 
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Executive Board Message 

David E. Ginsburg,  

President  

    American Jewish University 

piano and opt for the bima, a slightly smaller but no less important stage.  She chose to add to 

her religious study by attending the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles.  She 

graduates in May.  

For the past two years she has been a rabbinic intern under Rabbi Meltzer at Ohr Shalom     

Synagogue in San Diego.  In speaking with Rabbi Meltzer, he mentioned that they interviewed 

six or seven candidates and Rabbi Adler quickly rose to the top. ñ She has handled a progres-

sive list of assignments over her tenure there with success in all areas.ò  Her mentor at IKAR in 

Los Angeles mentioned a high degree of organizational skills in teaching students in the Bnai 

Mitzvot programs.  She had been there as a teacher for three years.  Rabbi Sydni also men-

tioned to me in the interview that she enjoyed working with the conversion students at Ohr    

Shalom and got a lot of satisfaction out of helping them in their study.   

In 2018, she added to her skillset by becoming a registered Yoga instructor.  Ask Sandra about 

that part of the conversation and she can elaborate on that a little more.  But her resume states 

ñcompleted 200 hours of Yoga Alliance-certified training, allowing for greater incorporation of 

breath work, body awareness and movement into Jewish teaching.ò  She is active on social   

media and has offered to help us move forward a FB page and position us on the web to en-

hance programs. By now you should be getting a good idea of why the search committee of-

fered her the opportunity to come and visit us.  I hope you have cleared your calendar for the 

weekend of the 15th to the 17th to attend as many of our events as possible.  If you like what 

you see and hear, let the search committee know.  It will be an important decision for Agudath 

Achim  and we hope to have everyoneôs participation.  

 

Regards, 

Dear Congregation,  Let me tell you about Rabbi Adler. 

 

Over the past couple of weeks I have looked at the resume of  

Rabbi Sydni Adler a lot.  Then we had an interview.  And from there 

a few good conversations over plans to move the process forward.   

Use this information to form your own questions that you might want  

to ask her on her visit or to otherwise prepare you for her visit.   

She was born and raised in a reform congregation in Los Angeles.   

While at Swarthmore College she took courses in Hebrew literature  

which opened her eyes to the study of traditional Judaism.          

She then added a minor in religion to her Major in music.  Upon 

graduation, she made the decision to part with the concert  
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 Hazzanõs Notes 

    Lessons from the Purim Story 

 

On Purim evening, we will share a dairy / pareve Covered Dish dinner, chant some of the 
important Hebrew verses from the Book of Esther, and experience an English Purim play 
that I prepared from the Biblical text.  What are some useful lessons we can take from the 
events narrated in the Book of Esther?   

One way to approach this question is to consider each of the main characters. They are 
King Ahashuerus, former Queen Vashti, Uncle Mordecai, Queen Esther, evil Haman, his 
wife Zeresh, and members of the King's court who facilitate the story-line.  While each one 
plays a stylized role, there may be some lessons we can learn from them. 

Here is the historical setting in brief.  The Kingdom of David and Solomon split after the 
reign of King Solomon.  Assyria conquered the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 721 B.C.E., 
and the resulting "Ten Lost Tribes" were dispersed.  Babylonia conquered the Southern 
Kingdom of Judea in 586 B.C.E., deporting most of its Jews to Babylonia.  Persia then    
conquered Babylonia about 50 years later, allowing the Judeans to return home.  

Whether King Ahashuerus was Xerxes, Artaxerxes, or totally made up, it is clear that the 
story in the Book of Esther is set in the Diaspora, outside the Land of Israel.  Jews were  
living in Persia for one reason; many chose not to go back to Judea in 539 B.C.E. when 
Persia conquered Babylonia.  There remained a huge Jewish community in Persia.  

Until the last couple of decades, there were more Jews living in the U.S. than in Israel.  So, 
a first lesson of Purim is that the Diaspora does matter, and that there should be a good 
relationship between the Diaspora and Israel.  Lately that has been problematic, with some 
ultra-religious Israelis accusing Diaspora Jews of assimilating to the point of disappearing. 

Now let us address the characters in the Book of Esther, and see if they have lessons.  King 
Ahashuerus is mentioned in the first line of Megillat Esther, as ruling over the vast expanse 
of western Asia from India to the Mediterranean and the Red Sea.  However, he appears to 
be a weak ruler, more interested in drink and pleasures, and easily swayed by others. 

For the Persian Jews, this has first bad results and then good results.  Haman seems able 
to easily sway the King to let the Jews be murdered, and Esther is almost as easily able to 
save them.  One possible lesson for us American Jews?  Always keep our eyes on those 
in positions of authority, and maintain good relations with them in case we need help. 

Haman appears to hate the Jews for little reason.  From the enormous bribe that he offers 
the King to murder them, it is clear that he does not lack his own riches.  However, history is 
full of characters who hate Jews, just because we have standards of decency and conduct.  
It is interesting that Haman's wife Zeresh accurately predicts Haman's eventual downfall.   

The lesson from Haman is clear:  be watchful of the haters in general, especially when they 
obtain positions of power.  The lessons from Mordecai and Esther are more nuanced:  they 
play interlocking roles throughout the story, and in particular, Esther seems to grow into her 
crucial role as a courageous savior of her Jewish People, after Mordecai pushes her into it. 

From Mordecai we can learn to take a clear view of whatever situation life presents to us as 
a Jewish community.  However, from Esther we can learn the lesson that any one of us may 
be thrust into a position where we can have a role to play for the general well-being of our 
community.  Like Esther, we may need to reach beyond our comfort zone to be effective! 

           

           Hazzan Neil Schwartz    
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 Torah Donation Cermony  February 9th 

To receive a Torah, a mere ñthank youò feels inadequate; it feels like it should be met 
with words of  Torah.  Rabbi Akiva, from the Talmud, teaches us that the central 
teaching of Torah is found in Leviticus ñlove your fellow human being as yourselfò  
vôahavta lôreôecha camocha. Indeed, this mitzvah is found in the middle part of the 
middle book of Torah. He and his students taught, it is from here that all mitzvot 
flow.  The act of giving a Torah to our community feels like a powerful way to enact 
this teaching, an act of love. And I believe it should be received in love. It is beautifully 
fitting that our Torah portion Terumah speaks of the free will offering, given out of the 
heartôs desire or I might say Divine love. 

For all intents and purposes, we are strangers. With the exception of a cherished 
connection to the Lurie/Cohen family here in Shreveport and in Atlanta, we barely 
know one another, so it is also an act of faith to entrust us with the Torah. How I    
understand love in this context is that in our receiving this Torah, is that we witness 
you and see you. This is a Torah that carries with it a part of your history as Jews in 
Shreveport. Cantor Neil shared with me that when you gifted another Torah, he felt a 
heart pang, the communal  connection to this sacred text.   

Aubrey Lurie reflected that your motivation was the belief that a Torah is a source of 
great learning and instruction and it feels important for an older congregation to     
support a younger one to carry on the wisdom of Jewish learning.   I see that as the  
bittersweetness of letting something precious go and the promise of offering some-
thing precious to support a Jewish future.  

Our current Torah was donated to our community in the early 90s by an observant Sephardic woman, Loretta Bern-
stein. Her son, who I never met, was a founder of our synagogue and sadly he died of AIDS. She chose to her honor 
his memory by purchasing our Torah to replace the small child-size paper Torah that the congregation was using 
back then, but she asked that on the mantle we embroider a dedication to the memory of all those who died of AIDS. 
And so woven through our Torah is this history and the bold reminder to love our fellow human being. 

So when I think about this Torah, and how every time we use it, that the rich history of Jews who persevered and 
thrived in a small Southern city dating back to the end of the 19th century is bound with it. In this Torah is the honor 
of the founders of Beth El and Beth Jacob who came together to found Agudath Achim. The stories of battling the 
plague of yellow fever, which took such a toll that it prevented the construction of the temple until the city in act of 
loving their fellow human being raised funds to help with its completion ï opening your doors to the larger communi-
ty. And creative in your preservation of tradition. And from this auspicious beginning the community you are today. I 
see you: you have been resilient in the face of adversity, resourceful in a small city and a changing community with 
the times.  You are a community that has had the grit of pioneers, the determination of good stewards and you have 
a deep dedication to a meaningful Jewish life and future of the Jewish people, here and everywhere. That is what I 
believe we are accepting when we receive this Torah. 

As the French Poet Emmanuel Eydoux wrote,  

To open eyes when others close them 
To seek to understand when others give up 
To rouse oneself when others accept 
To continue the struggle even when one is not the strongest 
To be a Jew 
It is that, 
It is first of all that 
And further 
To live when others are dead 
And to remember when others have forgotten. 
 
In other words, you will continue to be seen and known and remembered through this gift. And that is our way of   
receiving this gift as an act of loving our fellow human being. On behalf our synagogue and our president Mckenzie 
Wren, please accept our deep appreciation and know that we feel honored and humbled that you have entrusted this 
sacred Torah to us. We are grateful to Cantor Neil Schwartz for all of his work to make today possible, to past      
president Howard Silberman and the current president, David Ginsburg and to the rest of the committee, Aubrey   
Lurie and David Gross ï and to all of you at Agudath Achim.  

Rabbi Joshua Lesser  

Congregation Bet Haverim 
Atlanta, GA 

Rabbi Joshua Lesser 
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  Torah Donation Ceremony February 9th               

Letter of Thanks 

    I want to thank the community of Agudath Achim for bestowing this 
great gift to our Shul, Congregation Bet Haverim in Atlanta, and for 
warmly welcoming my beloved Rabbi Josh Lesser to Shreveport to 
accept the gift on our behalf.  Unfortunately previous family           
commitments are keeping me from being with you myself this week-
end.  Your generous gifting of this Torah is such an honor to me and 
my community, but in doing so you truly honor my parents, Joan and     
Aubrey Lurie.  Since immigrating to America, they have been highly 
involved in many Southern Jewish communities and committed to 
teaching my siblings and I the love of Judaism and Jewish                   
values. They have been committed to the Shreveport Jewish       
Community and AA since the 80s and have made so many wonderful 
friendships and memories over the years.  By gifting this Torah in  
their honor, you also honor my favorite Jewish concept of                   
L'Dor VaDor.    

This Torah, G-D willing, will be what my boys Nathan 
and Kobe will be called to chant from as they celebrate 
their Bar Mitzvahs in Atlanta, with Nathan's around the 
corner in November.  
  
What a delight it will be to see him read from the Torah 
that lead his grandparents and their friends for so many 
years. I promise you all that this Torah will not only be 
well taken care of in its new home of Congregation Bet 
Haverim, but used to teach and guide all the children  
of our community as we continue to grow.  
 
My husband David and I chose CBH as our spiritual  
home for two main reasons:  one being the inspirational 
leadership of Rabbi Josh Lesser, and the other being 
the inclusivity of all Jews to seek spirituality and      
community. I am so proud of CBH and can't wait to 
bring this Torah in to our spiritual home.  

I am sending a very heartfelt THANK YOU to each of you, and especially to my parents for       
helping make the linking of our communities come to fruition through this beautiful Torah          
exchange. Todah Rabah and I hope to make it back to Shreveport soon to thank you all in       
person.   
 
 
 

                     Bernice Lurie Cohen  
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Rubenstein Giftshop Passover Catalog 

"Check out the lovely Passover items in the Rubenstein Gift Shop!           

Seders happen next month...ready, set, go!" 
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 Please join us on Wednesday,                 

March 27th, 7:00 pm 

Topic:  ñLooking Ahead to Passoverò 

 Family Service  
     

 Friday, March 22nd    

    8:00 pm             

  With story and songs 

 

Board Meeting 

                        Sisterhood                        

 Adult Education 

 Sisterhood Dues for 5779,  2018 -19  

$36.00 are due.  
Please send your check to Sara Zweig or drop off at   

the synagogue office Monday - Friday, 9am -2pm.  

    

AA Board Meeting 

Monday,  

March 18th 

7:00 pm 

 

                         Menõs Club 

Also, please continue to save and drop off your labels for Education, Box Tops 

for St. Judes.  Thank you for your donations of toiletries which are now being  

donated to Project Celebration , Inc. which provides shelter and services for     

domestic violence survivors .  

aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ 

5ŜƭǳȄŜ YƛŘŘǳǎƘ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻƴ 

aŀǊŎƘ мсǘƘ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ 

wŀōōƛǎ {ȅŘƴƛ !ŘƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ CŜƛǾŜƭ wǳōƛƴǎǘŜƛƴ 
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Community and AA Events 

March 3: 1:00 pm  Community Hamantashen filling and baking at Bônai Zion, for 

    the Jewish Federation Purim Carnival and for Purim            

    celebrations at both congregations. 

March 17:     No Religious School 

        10:30 am  Community Purim Carnival sponsored by N. LA Jewish                   

    Federation at Bônai Zion.  Kid oriented games and face             

    painting and, 

        11:30 am      Lunch from Athena Greek and Lebanese Grill. 

March 28: 10:30 am  Shower of Dollars held at the home of Tom & Elizabeth 

    Arceneaux at 615 Jordan, Shreveport, LA  71101. 

March 29: 8:00 pm  Hadassah Shabbat at AA. 
 

March 30:10:00 am Visit by a Conversion Class from Alexandria.  

 

March 20: 6:00 pm  Covered Dish Dinner at AA followed by 

     Megillat Esther short readings and English Play. 

March 22: 8:00 pm  Family Service at AA 

March 27: 7:00 pm  Adult Education at AA  Topic: ñLooking Ahead to Passoverò 

March 9: 9:45 am  Bar Mitzvah Celebration of Matthew Henderson. 

March 15:  8:00 pm Rabbi Sydni Adler & fianc® Rabbi Feivel Rubenstein to visit              

    Agudath Achim Synagogue.  Rabbi Sydni will be leading                             

    services. 

March  16: 9:30 am  Deluxe Kiddush Luncheon immediately following services in            

    Honor of Rabbis Adler and Rubenstein sponsored by   

Volunteers needed to set up, run and break down carnival.  Please contact  

either BZ office at 318-861-2122 or AA office at 318-797-6401 for information. 

    AA Menôs Club. 

March 13: 6:00 pm  Federation Meeting at BZ 
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Birthdays in March 

Lawrence Goodman March 1 

Robert Gordon  March 2  

Jodi Guthikonda  March 3 

Patricia Suckle  March 3 

Hillary Roubein  March 5 

Carolyn Rubenstein March 6 

Mark L. Lobel  March 8 

 If there are any errors or omissions, please be assured it was unintentional.    Please contact office with corrections.                                              

Dr. Leor Roubein  March 8 

Matthew Henderson March 10 

Christopher Blake  March 13 

Kathy Vedlitz  March 13 

Margaret Fox  March 20 

Guss Ginsburg   March 24 

Chad Sour   March 31 

Bar Mitzvah - Matthew Henderson  

       Tanisha and Orlando Henderson                   

cordially invite the congregation and 

community to celebrate with their         

family when their son Matthew is 

called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah ,        

on Saturday, March 9th,                      

beginning 9:45 a.m.,                 

at Congregation                    

Agudath Achim.  
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           Donations  

   In memory of:  By:             For Recovery of:     By:  

Mamie P. Lustberg    David & Sandra Ginsburg    Richard Dechowitz     David & Sandra Ginsburg 

Morris L. Lustberg    David & Sandra Ginsburg    Charli Silberman    David & Sandra Ginsburg 

Glen Kramer     Dorothy Rosenfeld     Patricia Parker    AA Congregation 

Joseph Schwartzberg    Dorothy Rosenfeld 

Stanley Schwartzberg    Dorothy Rosenfeld 

Hazel Schwartzberg    Dorothy Rosenfeld 

Bernard Rosenfeld    Dorothy Rosenfeld      

Ethel A. Greenfeld    Dorothy Rosenfeld                Dr. Aubrey & Joan Lurie         Carol Ginsburg 

Irvin Levine     Carol Ginsburg 

Clifford Bayer     Carol Ginsburg 

         Week of    
       March 2 - 8 

        Week of   
     March 9 -15 

Week of   
March 16 - 22 

 In honor of:         By:  

                          YAHRZEITS  

Max Kutcher 

Bernard Rosenfeld 

Mary Yellen 

Isaac Tebele 

Mollie Chapman 

Franca De Benedetti 

Patricia Siegel 

Mamie Lustberg 

Daniel Dechowitz 

If there are any omissions or errors in the list above, please be assured it was               

unintentional.  You may notify the office with any corrections.  

1/2 
Larry Goodman in memory of Carol Goodman and  

David and Ida Goodman  

8 Oneg Committee 

9 Kiddush in honor of Matthew Henderson 

15 
Sandra Ginsburg and Maureen Lustberg in                       

memory of Mamie Lustberg 

16 
Deluxe Kiddush Luncheon in Honor of Rabbis                      

Adler & Rubinstein 

22/23 The Austin Family 

29/30 Hadassah 

             March - Oneg Shabbat / Kiddush  

Pearl 

Toys 

        Week of    
     March 23 - 29  

        Week of   
     March 30 - April 5 

 

Hedva Rosenfeld Sade 

Abe Gilbert 

David Brandt 

Louis Rosen 

Herman Yellen 

Samuel E. Strain 

Phil Gilinsky 

Emma Podrizki 

Adolf Aldin 

Lenore Leavitt 

Stephen Suckle 
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Did Jew know?    
Despite Mardi Gras being associated with Catholicism, Jews are part    
of its history and celebration as well.The Krewe of Rex's first King of     
Carnival in 1872 was Jewish businessman Louis Solomon who helped   
to finance the first Rex parade. 
 
The Krewe du Jieux, a sub-krewe of the Krewe Delusion has been     
rolling, or rather, marching and throwing bagels since 1996. Krewe 
O'Jieux throws green bagels in New Orleans's St. Patricks parade. 
 
Krewe du Mishigas is a sub-krewe of the satrical Krewe du Vieux        
parade.  And here in Shreveport, members of the Jewish community 
have been part of the Mardi Gras scene forever, or so it seems. 
 

              Sources: jewishnola.com, krewedujieux.com, and crescentcityjewishnews.com 

Hadassah Shabbat will take place on Friday, March 

29, 2019 at 8:00 PM at Agudath  Achim Congregation. 

Hadassah members from both Bõnai Zion and Agudath 

Achim will take part in the service.   Shreveport   

Hadassah will sponsor the Oneg Shabbat after the   

service.  

The Shreveport chapter of Hadassah will hold its      

annual Shower of Dollars on Thursday, March 28 

from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm at the soon to be new 

home of Tom and Elizabeth Arceneaux at 615 Jordan, 71101.  

The house is a Shreveport historical mansion which the Arceneauxs are     

restoring and modernizing, 'a work in progressõ at this time. Hadassah and  

Israel have already been honored in this example of creativity.  A light lunch 

will be part of the festivities.  Come, donate and enjoy the visit and its      

surroundings.  For more information, contact:     

Debby Dlin, 869 -2400 or  

Elizabeth Arceneaux, 458 -7271  

Hadassah & Shower of Dollars 

http://jewishnola.com/
http://krewedujieux.com/
http://crescentcityjewishnews.com/

