
Comprehensive Yearly Schedule for Apple Orchard Maintenance 
 
January - February 
-Pruning: Remove dead or diseased branches and shape the trees to encourage healthy growth. 
-Planning: Assess the previous year’s harvest, plan for pest management, and order supplies. 
 
March 
-Soil Testing: Test soil for pH and nutrient levels; amend as necessary. 
-Fertilization: Apply balanced fertilizer based on soil test results. 
-Pest Monitoring: Start monitoring for overwintering pests. 
 
April 
-Bud Swell: Monitor for bud swelling; prepare for potential late frosts. 
-Weed Control: Start controlling weeds through mulching or herbicides. 
-Irrigation Check: Ensure irrigation systems are functional. 
 
May 
-Flowering: Monitor flowering and pollination; consider introducing pollinators if needed. 
-Pest Control: Begin preventative sprays for pests like aphids and codling moths. 
-Thinning: Thin blossoms if necessary to promote larger fruit. 
 
June 
-Fruit Set: Monitor fruit set and adjust thinning as needed. 
-Watering: Ensure consistent watering, especially during dry spells. 
-Disease Control: Apply fungicides if conditions favor fungal diseases. 
 
July 
-Pest Management: Continue monitoring and treating for pests; scout for any new infestations. 
-Fertilization: Side-dress with nitrogen if needed. 
-Mulching: Maintain mulch to retain moisture and suppress weeds. 
 
August 
-Harvest Preparation: Start monitoring for harvest readiness. 
-Pruning: Light pruning may be done to remove excess growth. 
-Water Management: Adjust irrigation based on rainfall. 
 
September 
-Harvesting: Begin harvesting apples; pick at optimal ripeness. 
-Post-Harvest Care: Clean up fallen fruit and debris to prevent pests and diseases. 
-Soil Amendment: Apply organic matter or compost after harvest. 



 
October 
-Fall Pruning: Prune as needed for shaping and health. 
-Cover Crops: Plant cover crops to enhance soil health during winter. 
-Fertilization: Apply fall fertilizer to prepare for winter. 
 
November - December 
-Winter Protection: Apply mulch around the base of trees to protect roots. 
-Pest Monitoring: Continue monitoring for any pest activity; consider traps. 
-Planning: Reflect on the year’s successes and challenges; plan for the next season. 
 
General Tips 
- Regularly check for pests and diseases throughout the year. 
- Keep records of observations, treatments, and harvest yields to inform future management 
practices. 
 
Feel free to adjust this schedule based on your specific climate and apple varieties! 


