Grant Proposal for a School Orchard: Outdoor Learning and Education
Requested Amount: $3,000
School Name: [Insert School Name]
Grant Contact: [Insert Contact Name and Title]
Grant Period: [Insert Timeline]

Executive Summary

[School Name] is requesting $3,000 to establish a school orchard, a dedicated outdoor learning
space designed to enhance academic learning through hands-on, experiential education for
students and teachers. The orchard will provide an interdisciplinary approach to outdoor
learning by integrating science, mathematics, environmental studies, and nutrition into the
school’s curriculum. This project aims to create opportunities for inquiry-based education,
foster a sense of responsibility through service learning, and deepen students’ understanding of
sustainable practices. The orchard will provide a lasting resource for the school community,
offering valuable opportunities for learning outside the traditional classroom.

Project Description

The school orchard will consist of 10-12 fruit trees (apple, pear, peach), a variety of berry
bushes (blueberry, raspberry), and a selection of herb beds. It will serve as an outdoor
classroom where students can actively engage with subjects such as plant biology,
environmental science, and mathematics in a natural setting. The orchard will also promote
healthy eating habits and sustainability by educating students about locally grown food.

The project will be student-centered, allowing learners to participate in every stage, from
designing and planting to maintaining the orchard. The orchard will not only enhance academic
learning but will also create opportunities for students to engage in service-learning projects,
such as harvesting fruit for local food pantries and designing educational materials for the
community.

Goals

1. Establish a sustainable outdoor learning environment where students and teachers can
engage in experiential, nature-based education.

2. Enhance academic achievement by integrating the orchard into core subject areas, including
science, mathematics, and social studies.

3. Promote environmental stewardship and sustainability, teaching students about the
importance of responsible land use and organic gardening practices.

4. Foster service learning and community engagement by encouraging students to apply their
knowledge through real-world projects that benefit the school and the local community.

Educational Objectives



Science (Biology, Ecology): Students will learn plant biology, ecosystems, and sustainable
agriculture by observing life cycles, growth patterns, and symbiotic relationships within the
orchard.

Mathematics: The orchard will provide real-world applications for mathematical concepts such
as measurement, data collection, and statistical analysis (e.g., tracking growth rates and
predicting yields).

Environmental Studies: Students will explore topics like sustainable farming, climate impact,
and the role of biodiversity in healthy ecosystems.

Nutrition and Health Education: The orchard will serve as a tool to educate students on the
importance of local, organic produce and its benefits for health and the environment.

Service-Learning Objectives

Community Outreach: Students will have opportunities to donate harvested fruits to local food
pantries, assisting with food security in the community.

Environmental Advocacy: Students will design and create educational materials (e.g., posters,
pamphlets) about the benefits of organic farming and sustainable practices, which they can
share with the broader community.

Orchard Maintenance: Students will take responsibility for planting, pruning, composting, and
general upkeep, applying their learning in practical, real-world tasks. This will foster a sense of
ownership and pride in their school environment.

Means to Achieve Goals

Curricular Integration: Teachers across subjects (science, mathematics, social studies, health)
will integrate the orchard into their lesson plans. Professional development workshops will be
held to support teachers in designing inquiry-based, outdoor learning projects.

Community Partnerships: The school will partner with local experts, including agricultural
professionals and master gardeners, who will provide guidance and educational support during
the project’s early stages.

Student Engagement: The orchard will serve as a student-driven project, where learners are
involved in the planning, planting, and ongoing maintenance of the space. Students will work in
teams to ensure continuous care of the orchard.

Sustainability Practices: Students will learn sustainable gardening techniques, such as
composting, mulching, and water conservation, which they will implement in the orchard’s
upkeep.

Budget (**Your budget will vary with research and specific design details.)
The requested $3,000 will be allocated as follows:

ltem Cost
10-12 Fruit Trees $1,200
Berry Bushes (6-8) S400



Herb Plants and Beds S300

Soil, Mulch, Compost, and Fertilizer S400
Educational Signage $300
Gardening Tools $200
Student/Teacher Training Workshops $200

Total: $3,000

Budget Narrative

Fruit Trees and Berry Bushes: These will be selected for their compatibility with the region’s
climate, providing long-term educational opportunities as students track their growth, study
pollination, and harvest fruits.

Herb Beds and Plants: Herbs such as lavender, rosemary, and mint will complement the
orchard’s educational scope by illustrating biodiversity and the role of herbs in ecosystems.
Soil, Mulch, Compost, and Fertilizer: High-quality materials will be essential for the initial
planting and long-term health of the orchard. Composting will be introduced as a student-run
sustainability initiative.

Educational Signage: Signs will detail plant species, pollinator relationships, and sustainable
gardening techniques, allowing the orchard to serve as a self-guided learning environment for
students and the broader school community.

Gardening Tools: The purchase of durable gardening tools will allow students to actively engage
in the upkeep and maintenance of the orchard.

Training Workshops: Professional development workshops will be held for teachers to help
them effectively integrate outdoor learning into their curriculum and align it with academic
standards.

Conclusion

This project aims to establish a dynamic outdoor learning environment that will enrich academic
education and provide service-learning opportunities for students. The school orchard will serve
as a living classroom where students can explore science, mathematics, and environmental
studies in a real-world context. The $3,000 grant will enable [School Name] to create a
sustainable, long-lasting resource that will benefit both students and teachers while promoting
environmental awareness and community engagement.

We respectfully request your support in helping us establish this innovative, hands-on learning
space. Thank you for considering our proposal!



