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A Message from Pastor Jim 

 

As we look forward to the holidays we also look back on an entire month of a 

government shutdown. Not only have our Federal Workers not received their 

pay, now more than 10% of our population are losing their SNAP benefits that 

go toward putting food on their tables and feeding their families. 10% of our 

population is going to be hungry this Thanksgiving. 

 

But Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given you; search and you will find; knock, 

and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and 

everyone who searches finds, and everyone who knocks, the door will be 

opened” (Matt 7:7-8). Boy, Jesus said a mouthful. 

 

Chances are you can still put food on your table this holiday season, but in case 

you know of anyone who is knocking, searching or asking for food, here are 

the resources that Webster Church actively participates in. 

 

GRACE PLACE: Every Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM Graham and Louise 

Silsby open the doors to St. John’s Episcopal Church at 114 North Union 

Street in Havre de Grace, MD to over seventy-five plus recipients searching for 

groceries. Webster volunteers every first Tuesday of the month with 

approximately ten members of our congregation. And Heidi Pensell also 

provides a bag lunch or a desert every other month with another congregation. 

Grace Place is open until 12:00 noon, or until the food runs out. St. John’s 

Episcopal Church also hosts their Food Pantry every Friday morning in the 

same building at 10:00 AM-12:00 noon. You may always bring canned food  

 

Bible Study notice: 

 

Bible Study will meet via Zoom at 11 AM on 

Tuesdays. Each week in Bible Study, we investigate 

and study the scripture readings for the upcoming 

Sunday. Those who attend have commented that they 

gain greater insight into the sermon (which always 

focuses on the scripture reading) each week. Email or 

call Pastor Jim if you are interested in joining us so 

you can get the contact information. 
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items that have not expired to church on any Sunday morning or write a check 

to Grace Place and place it in the offering plate. 

+ 

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK: Every Friday afternoon 75 school children 

from Havre de Grace Elementary are sent home with a bag full of easy to 

eat/prepare groceries curtesy of Webster Church. Doris and Gary Lyttle chair 

our participation and hold a meeting once a month where several of our 

volunteers fill up the grocery bags in an assembly line. Incidentally, all the 

proceeds from the White Elephant Room at the Peach festival and the Fall 

Bazaar go to Blessings in a Backpack. You may also write a check to Blessings 

in a Backpack and drop it in the collection plate but be sure to write Havre de 

Grace Elementary School on the memo. 

 

The COMMUNITY PROJECTS OF HAVRE DE GRACE, INC. 

THANKSGIVING DINNER: The 13th Annual Thanksgiving Dinner will be 

held on November 27th at the Havre de Grace community Center at 100 

Lagaret Lane for delivery only. The dinner is free to all. Delivery’s will be 

made from 10:00 AM to 12:00 noon. Anyone from Webster Church can 

request a meal for delivery by calling 443-345-8120 or by filling out the online 

form at https://tinyurl.com/thanksdinnersignup. If you would like to volunteer 

to work at the dinner or to deliver meals, you can sign up at 

https://tinyurl.com/dinnervol. And if you would like to donate to the dinner 

you may contact the committee at 443-345-8477 or 

hdgthanksgivingdinner@gmail.com. 

 

HARFORD COUNTY HOPE FOR THE HOMELESS: Over the past winter, 

19 people — including 12 children — were sheltered in motels, and another 65 

adults were sheltered in churches. That’s 84 people kept safe from the winter 

weather! Even more significantly, the Emergency Winter Shelter helped place 

16 adults into housing, which made a huge difference for each one of them! 

And the ladies of the Webster Church SCCW provided two meals for the 19 

people sheltered in the motels. This year they will prepare and deliver those 

dinners on January 23rd and March 9th. But if you would like to help prepare 

a meal for the families sheltered in motels, please ask Ann Helton and she will 

give you something to do. 
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Once again, if you know of anyone or you meet anyone who can benefit from 

these resources, please share this information with them. Let’s network 

together to feed all of our hungry neighbors. “Ask, and it will be given you; 

search and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened” 
 

 

MODERATOR 

 

Hope For the Homeless program for the 2025-2026 winter season. This 

program prepares meals for homeless families who are provided motel housing 

during the winter, usually in the Aberdeen area. Meals are provided by local 

churches to 25 people, including both adults and children. 

 

In past years we have prepared our meals on two different dates, but Pastor 

Jim has ask us to do three meals this season and we have accepted his 

challenge!  We will prepare a main course with sides, water, dessert and eating 

utensils and deliver to the families' rooms on the dates we have selected. Two 

groups of SCCW members have already committed to two dates and we will 

solicit for one more team for the third date.  

 

We know we must show Christian love and care whenever and wherever it is 

seen by us and this program gives us the opportunity to shine God's light on 

the less fortunate right here in our community. Thank you for stepping up and 

stepping out to where there is need.  Please, let me know if you will serve for 

our third dinner date. 

  

Ann Helton, Moderator 
 

***************************************************************************** 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR NOVEMBER: 
 

November 2 – Luke 19:1-10, Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 and Psalm 119:137-144 or Isaiah 1:10-18 and  

Psalm 32:1-7; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

November 9 – Haggai 1:15b-2:9 and Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or Psalm 98 or Job 19:23-27a 

and Psalm 17:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 

November 16 – Isaiah 65:17-25 and Isaiah 12 or Malachi 4:1-2a and Psalm 98; Luke 21:5-19  

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

November 23 – Jerimiah 23:1-6 and Luke 1:68-79 or Jerimiah 23:1-6 and Psalm 46;  

Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 

November 30 – Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14 Matthew 3:1-12 
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NOTES FROM THE DEACONS 
 

November is a busy month at Webster Church, and this year will end with the first Sunday 

in Advent. December is equally busy so I am listing the worship services for both months so 

you can mark your calendar for worship: 

 

· 11/2 Communion/Coffee Talk 

· 11/9 Worship/Coffee Talk/Stewardship Sunday 

· 11/16 Worship/Coffee Talk/Advent Workshop 

· 11/23 Worship/Coffee Talk 

· 11/30 Worship/Coffee Talk/Hanging of the Greens/Advent 1 

· 12/7 Communion/Coffee Talk/Advent 2 

· 12/14 Church School Program\Coffee Talk\ Cookie Share\ Happy Birthday Cake 

        for Jesus/Advent 3 

· 12/21 Cantata at Hopewell/Advent 4 

· 12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 4:00 PM 

· 12/28 Worship/Coffee Talk 

 

During this season the Deacons want you to know: 

Today and Everyday 

We are Thankful 

For You 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 

Tony Dooley, Deacon 

 

 

 

 

Service Attendants: 
 

DATE   READER   GREETER  USHER 

 November 2     Carol Greimel   Communion Lonna Smith  Liz Leuthy 

November 9     Judi Haverstick   Hugh Nash  Pat Mengel 

November 16     Gary Lyttle    Beth Jackson  Tony Dooley  

November 23     Libby Copes   Linda Placzankis Carol Greimel 

 November 30     Ann Helton    Gary Lyttle  Doris Lyttle 

 

 

 

 



November 2025 Webster Word Volume 25 Issue 11 

Page 6 

 

Society of Congregational Christian Women (SCCW) 
 

The SCCW ladies are preparing for the Bazaar and Craft Show on Saturday, November 1, 2025, 

from 9-2. It will feature an all-you-can-eat breakfast, lunch items, pie sale, bake table, white 

elephant, and crafters. Peeling apples and baking pies will be on Friday, October 31st, starting at 

8 AM. We appreciate any help you can give. See Doris if you have any questions or can help.  

 

On Tuesday, November 25th, pies for Thanksgiving will be baked starting at 8 AM. Remember 

to order your pies for the Bazaar and for Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving pies will be available for 

pick up on Tuesday, November 25th, from 5-7 PM and on Wednesday, November 26th, from 10 

-11 AM.  

 

There isn’t an SCCW meeting in November. The next SCCW meeting is our Christmas meeting 

on Monday, December 20th at 11:30 AM, at the Lyttle home. 

      

Doris Lyttle, President 

 

 

 

 
 

    Those celebrating November birthdays are:  

 

    Austin Jennings   Cindy Morse 

    Benjamin Zader   Pat Mengel 

    Glen Gorleski  Garrett Pensell 

    Shawna Goforth      

 

 

 

CLERK’S REPORT 

 

Things Happening at Webster Church 

 
• Repairs from the leak in the Parish House continue. 

• The present tenant of the Parish House will be leaving the end of October. 

• A new tenant will be moving in shortly. 

• The November Official Board meeting is Tuesday, November 11th at 7 PM.  

• Anyone from Webster Church may attend the Official Board meeting and copies of the 

minutes are available upon request.  Contact Doris Lyttle. 
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Stewardship News 
 

Sunday, November 9th will be Stewardship Sunday and the beginning of our efforts to 

create a budget for the 2026 church year.  Pledge Cards will be distributed to all members 

of the congregation.  I am asking that all who will be pledging for the 2026 church year 

return their cards by November 30th. Our budget for 2025 was $153,496 and as we know 

the cost of everything has gone up.  The pledges for 2025 were $60,000, and I am happy to 

report that we will meet that goal by the end of the year.  Please pray about what 

you will be giving this coming year and thank you for your generosity.   

 
Gary Lyttle 

Stewardship Chairperson  

 

 

Blessings in a Backpack – Support a Child 
 

Webster Congregational Christian Church is preparing to continue to pack backpacks of 

nonperishable food to deliver to 75 students at Havre de Grace Elementary School each 

week for the 2025-2026 school year. Our account is almost empty and at least $11,000 is 

needed to feed 75 students for a school year.  Approximately $175 will supply food for a 

year per child.  

 

Students who have the proper nourishment to fight those hunger pains are better behaved 

and progress better academically.   

 

If you would like to contribute to the Blessings in a Backpack Webster Church fund 

directly, send your contribution to 

 

Blessings in a Backpack Bank Lockbox 

 P.O. Box 950291 

 Louisville, KY 40295 

 

Remember to write Havre de Grace Elementary on the memo line. 

Or donate at  

https://giving.blessingsinabackpack.org/organizations/havre-de-grace-elementary-md 

The sale of the items in the White Elephant room at the bazaar will support Blessings in a 

Backpack.  Look for a treasure and purchase it. 

 

Also on Tuesday, December 2nd is Giving Tuesday and a special day for giving to your 

favorite charity.  Watch for the special information to give to Blessings in a Backpack. 

 

https://giving.blessingsinabackpack.org/organizations/havre-de-grace-elementary-md
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Webster Congregational Christian Church 

of the United Church of Christ 

4100 Webster Road 

Havre de Grace, MD  21078 

410-939-1884 

HUwebsterucc@comcast.netU 
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