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Tickets for the 30-part PBR Stockyards
Showcase series, held Thursdays from
Jan. 19-Nov. 16, on-sale now

As part of the joint venture between the
PBR (Professional Bull Riders), ASM
Global and Stockyards Heritage
Development Co., it was announced that
the historic Cowtown Coliseum in the Fort
Worth Stockyards will host a 30-week
PBR series, welcoming the Stockyards
Showcase on Thursdays from January 19-
November 16. 

Each event, some of the best bull riders
in the world will battle the sport’s rankest
bovine athletes in the ultimate showdown
of man vs. beast in one of the most excit-
ing live sporting events to witness.

Those events scheduled from January
19-March 30 will award Velocity Tour
Global points and be crucial steppingstones
as riders attempt to qualify for the 2023
PBR World Finals: Unleash The Beast,
held May 12-21 at the nearby Dickies
Arena. 

From May 25-October 19, the PBR
Stockyards Showcase will be a part of the
Challenger Series, a proving ground for the
sports’ top up-and-coming talent as well as
riders of the PBR Team Series. 

The final events of the year from

October 26-November 16 will resume
awarding Velocity Global points when the
race for the 2024 PBR World
Championship begins. 

The Fort Worth Stockyards, including
Cowtown Coliseum, is a global epicenter
for the western lifestyle. Featuring some of
the finest dining, nightlife, and shopping,
the PBR Stockyards Showcase is a natural
addition to the already bustling community.
Additionally, the PBR Stockyards
Showcase will complement the well-estab-
lished Stockyards Championship Rodeo,
the world’s only year-round rodeo, held
every Friday and Saturday. 

“Cowtown Coliseum has been the host
to the first indoor rodeo, the first radio
broadcasted rodeo and first televised rodeo
in the United States. It’s only fitting that
this iconic Fort Worth venue be host to the
first PBR residency,” said Tim Long,
Cowtown Coliseum General Manger.
“Throughout the COVID crisis the western
sports world, led by PBR, demonstrated its
resiliency and determination to continue to
bring entertainment to the public based on
the core values of our country. I could not
be more excited to add the PBR
Stockyards Showcase bull riding event on
Thursday nights to our Friday and
Saturday night Stockyards Championship
Rodeo Lineup.”

“Since the announcement of our joint
venture, we have worked diligently along-
side our partners to bring a variety of
Western lifestyle programming to the icon-
ic Cowtown Coliseum and Fort Worth
Stockyards. With the Stockyards
Showcase, we are poised to bring the com-
munity PBR competition like never

before,” said Sean Gleason, PBR CEO and
Commissioner. “We couldn’t think of a
more fitting venue to host our first year-
long series, and are enthusiastic for it to be
the new kickoff event to the well-estab-
lished Stockyards Championship Rodeo.”
Since the announcement of the joint ven-
ture in June 2021, the partnership has
brought a multitude of western lifestyle
programming to Cowtown Coliseum,
including Bulls Gone Wild, Mexico In Our
Blood, Bill Pickett Invitational Rodeo, and
more. 

In May 2022, the PBR held numerous
events at Cowtown Coliseum and the Fort
Worth Stockyards in tandem with the 2022
PBR World Finals: Unleash The Beast,
including the 2022 Women’s Rodeo World
Championship, NBHA’s (National Barrel
Horse Association) Super Showcase and
PBR Cowboy Expo. 

Later that summer, an 11-event PBR
Challenger Series event series was brought
to Cowtown Coliseum, as the organization
held a bull riding event every Sunday from
June 12-August 21. 
Tickets for the Stockyards Showcase are
on sale now and can be purchased at the
Cowtown Coliseum Box Office or at
CowtownColiseum.com. 

The complete schedule of events is as
follows:
January 19, January 26, February 2
February 9, February 16, February 23
March 2, March 16, March 23, March 30,
May 25, June 1, June 8, June 15, June 22,
June 29, July 6, July 13, July 20, July 27,
August 3, August 10, August 17, October
5, October 12, October 19, October 26,
November 2, November 9, November 16
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PBR Stockyards Showcase series

1.  Houston
2.  Kansas
3.  Purdue
4.  Alabama
5.  UCLA
6.  Gonzaga
7.  Texas
8.  Xavier
9.  Tennessee
10. Virginia
11. Arizona
12. Iowa State
13. Kansas State
14. TCU
15. UConn
16. Auburn
17. Miami
18. Charleston
19. Clemson
20. Marquette
21. Baylor
22. Providence
23. Rutgers
24. Florida Atlantic
25. Arkansas

1.  Houston
2.  Kansas
3.  Purdue
4.  Alabama
5.  UCLA
6.  Gonzaga
7.  Texas
8.  Xavier
9.  Tennessee
10. Virginia
11. Arizona
12. Iowa State
13. TCU
14. UConn
15. Kansas State
16. Miami
17. Auburn
18. Marquette
19. Clemson
20. Providence
21. Charleston 
22. Baylor
23. Illinois
24. St Mary’s 
25. Arkansas



Fol low us on twit ter @spor tspagedfw | www.spor tspagedfw.com | The Sports Page Weekly  | Vo lume 21 - Issue 21 | January 20, 2023 - January 26, 2023                        5

NATIONAL FOOTBALL FOUNDATION

Batton wins O’Brien Scholarship

Rob Batton named Davey O’Brien
High School Scholarship Winner

The Davey O’Brien Foundation
announced at its annual luncheon at The
Fort Worth Club that Rob Batton, a senior
at Fort Worth Country Day, is the recipient
of the 37th Davey O’Brien High School
Scholarship Award.

The $30,000 scholarship, partially
underwritten by Higginbotham and
Simmons Bank, is presented each January
to an exceptional senior student-athlete in
North Texas. Recipients of the High School
Scholarship Award are chosen on the basis
of scholastic achievements, community
service, character, leadership and varsity
sports participation. As part of the selection
process, the committee interviewed all five
finalists last week.

Batton has earned three varsity letters in
football, three in track and field and two in
wrestling at Fort Worth Country Day. In
football, he earned All-Southwest
Preparatory Conference honors and was
team captain as a two-way starter on both
the offensive and defensive lines. On the
track and field team, he was named the
team’s most valuable field athlete as a jun-
ior.

A National Merit Semifinalist, AP
Scholar and member of the Cum Laude
Society, Batton carries a 98.56 grade-point

average on a 100-point scale. Additionally,
he has served as the school’s Honor
Council president as a junior and senior.
Batton has worked for Chick-fil-A and Fort
Worth Country Day Plant Operations.

In the community, Batton has volun-
teered throughout high school for
Manpower, a volunteer organization serv-
ing single mothers and widows through
home maintenance, repair and yardwork.
He also has spent three years working with
the Young Men’s Service League, and was
chosen as the group’s class president as a
senior.

“We are pleased to award Rob Batton
with the 2022 Davey O’Brien High School
Scholarship,” David O’Brien Jr., Chairman
of the High School Scholarship Selection
Committee, said. “Rob checked all the
boxes. He excels in both academics and
athletics, is a leader of high character and
is very involved in the community. We are
honored to welcome him to the Davey
O’Brien Foundation family.”

Each of the four other finalists honored
at the luncheon receives a $2,500 scholar-
ship. The finalists were Branden Browning
(Mabank H.S.), Camryn Dyke (Richardson
H.S.), Matthew Spivey (John H. Guyer
H.S.) and Srija Venna (Hebron H.S.).

The High School Scholarship, first
awarded in 1986, applies to the college or
university of the winner’s choice.

Recipients over the past 15 years have
attended schools such as Columbia
University, Harvard University, Johns
Hopkins University, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Northwestern
University, Pomona College, Princeton
University, Rice University, Stanford
University, Texas A&M University, Texas
Christian University, University of Texas at
San Antonio and Vanderbilt University.

Since its formation in 1977, the Davey
O’Brien Foundation has distributed over
$1.2 million in scholarships and university
grants to help high school and college ath-
letes transform leadership on the field to
leadership in life. Batton will be honored at
the 46th Davey O’Brien Awards Dinner at
the Fort Worth Club on Monday, Feb. 20,
alongside National Quarterback Award
winner Max Duggan of TCU and Legends
Award recipient Doug Flutie, a College
Football Hall of Fame member from
Boston College.

Hall of Famer Charles White Passes 
1996 inductee led USC to the 1978 nation-
al title and three Rose Bowl victories.

Charles White, a 1996 College Football
Hall of Fame inductee and legendary half-
back at Southern California from 1976-79,
passed away Jan. 11 in Newport Beach,
California, of cancer. He was 64.

"Charles White was as tough a player as
they come, playing a key role in a relent-
less offensive attack that led the Trojans to
three Rose Bowls and the 1978 national
title," said NFF Chairman Archie
Manning. "He was just a force onto his
own, hurdling players, and impossible to
tackle. We are forever grateful for the
memories he gave us in the Coliseum. We
are deeply saddened to learn of his passing,
and our thoughts and prayers are with his
family, friends and the USC nation at this
time."

A four-time letter winner, White was a

two-time unanimous First Team All-
American and three-time all-conference
performer. He twice led the nation in all-
purpose yards (1978 and 1979 seasons) and
was the most productive back in the coun-
try his senior year, averaging 6.2 yards a
carry.

Southern California posted a 42-6-1
record with him on the field, including a
No. 1 finish in the 1978 Coaches' Poll with
Hall of Fame coach John Robinson and
fellow Hall of Fame teammates Brad
Budde, Marcus Allen, and Ronnie Lott.
He helped the Trojans to four postseason
victories, including three Rose Bowls
where he would twice earn Player of the
Game honors. In his last college game, he
scored the last touchdown, with 92 seconds
to play, as Southern California beat Ohio
State 17-16 in the Rose Bowl.

In 1979, White won the Heisman,
Maxwell and Walter Camp Player of the
Year Awards. The 1979 team captain and
two-time team MVP also won the Voit
Trophy and finished fourth in the Heisman
voting in 1978.

In his career he set 22 school, confer-
ence, or national records. His rushing total
in regular-season games was 5,598 yards,
second hightest in NCAA history at the
time. When bowl games are added, he had
6,245 yards, making him the school's cur-
rent all-time rushing leader. White scored
49 touchdowns and boasted 31 100-yard
games during his college career. He was
USC's rushing leader in 1977 (1,478
yards), 1978 (1,859 yards) and 1979 (2,050
yards), as well as the school's total offense
leader in 1978 (1,854 yards), scoring leader
in 1978 (86 points) and 1979 (114 points)
and kickoff return leader in 1976 (295
yards).

A first-round pick in the 1980 NFL
Draft, White played in the pros with
Cleveland (1980-84) and Los Angeles
(1985-88) and led the NFL in rushing in
1987.

White returned to USC in 1990 as a spe-
cial assistant to the athletic director. In
1993, he joined the Trojans football staff,
coaching running backs until 1997. He
then held an administrative job at USC.
White is a member of the Rose Bowl Hall
of Fame, the USC Athletic Hall of Fame,
and the Pac-12 All-Century Team. He also
was a hurdler on USC's 1979 track team.

The Los Angeles, California, native was
born Jan. 22, 1958, and he attended San
Fernando (CA) High School. He is sur-
vived by his ex-wife Judianne White-
Basch, their children Nicole White, Julian
White, Tara White, Ashton White, Sophia
White, and granddaughter Giovanna
Hemmen.

FOOTBALL
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WITH TOM WARD

TOM WARD
TOMPWARD@SBCGLOBAL.NET

Back in the mid 1970’s, after having
quick success at the game of golf, my
father thought it would be a good idea to
get some professional help. Up to that
point I had never taken a lesson except
from my mother who was a low-handicap
golfer. It was because of her that I took up
the game in the first place. Sadly, she
developed lung cancer and passed away. 

Incredibly, I made the high school golf
team which surprised everyone. I had gone
from never playing to becoming the 6th
man on the team. The coach only kept me
on the team because he was a friend of my
father. 

High school matches back in those days
were only 9 holes. My first match was a
dismal 55. I quickly started to pick things
up as my scores started going down into
the low-mid 40’s in the subsequent weeks.
Then, after only 4 months playing, I broke
par for the first time shooting a 35 (-1
under) and was medalist for the match.

My father intervened and arraigned a
visit with a well-known pro named Jack
Grout. I remembered reading about him as
he was Jack Nicklaus’ coach. 

We drove over to Dublin, Ohio where I
met Mr. Grout for the first time. After we
visited for a bit, he asked me to hit some
golf balls. He was patient and related
things to me with good mental images. He
was big on having sound fundamentals
which I lacked at the time. Mr. Grout’s
valuable insights helped me a lot. I still use
some of his teachings today. 

One time after finishing my lesson with
Mr. Grout, I saw Jack Nicklaus coming our
way with his clubs. Mr. Grout introduced
me to Nicklaus. They went over to another
area to practice as I continued to hit balls.
After Mr. Grout left, I decided to go over
to Jack for a reason to this day I can’t
explain. Jack was very gracious. I asked
him how he started his backswing?
Nicklaus said that he takes the club back
low and slow about 18 inches away. I
thanked him and high-tailed it out of there

because I thought maybe I broke some
kind of club protocol talking to him. 

I went home and cut a piece of plywood
18 inches long. I placed it down as I hit
balls to make sure It was exactly the dis-
tance Nicklaus told me. I figured if this is
what the greatest player in golf does then I
should practice like this too. I did this daily
until my next lesson with Mr. Grout the
following week. He watched in horror as
my shots were spraying all over place. I
was frustrated and disgusted when I finally
fessed up to him that I spoke to Nicklaus
after our last lesson. I told him about the
18 inches advice. Grout started laughing
and then said,

“Jack is a great golfer, but what works
for him, doesn’t always mean it will work
for someone else.”

Translation: Different words mean dif-
ferent things to different people. I should
of just listened to what this great teacher
was telling me instead of soliciting advice
from another golfer no matter how great he
was. 

I learned my lesson that day and as
painful as it was those many decades ago it
showed me the importance of trusting and
listening to only one person at a time. 

Visit www.teetimewithtom.com

GOLF, ETC.

My lesson on 
taking a lesson 
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GOLF PGA TOUR

This week: The American Express

The American Express
January 19-22, 2023

La Quinta Country Club
La Quinta, California

Purse - $8,000,000
Winners share - $1,440,000

Defending Champ - Hudson Swafford

By Adam Stanley
PGATOUR.COM 

Ten of the top 20 players in the world
rankings are set to tee it up in the
Coachella Valley as the PGA TOUR makes
its return to the mainland for The American
Express.
FIELD NOTES: Five of the top 10 play-
ers in the world will be at The American
Express, led by PGA TOUR Player of the
Year Scottie Scheffler. A pair of Southern
California natives, Patrick Cantlay and
Xander Schauffele, also are in that group.
Schauffele is set to tee it up after with-
drawing from the Sentry Tournament of
Champions due to injury… Other notables
heading to La Quinta include a pair of

three-time winners in 2022, Tony Finau
and Sam Burns; PGA TOUR Rookie of the
Year Cameron Young and Sahith Theegala,
who qualified for last year’s TOUR
Championship in his rookie season.
Theegala grew up in nearby Chino Hills
before starring at Pepperdine… A hearty
contingent of International Presidents Cup
team members will also be teeing it up led
by Tom Kim. There will be seven from that
squad at The American Express… Rahm,
coming off his win at the Sentry
Tournament of Champions, is one of a
handful of past champions returning to the
Coachella Valley. Others include Brian
Gay, Bill Haas, Andrew Landry, and Adam
Long. Rahm has won three of his last four
starts between the PGA TOUR and DP
World Tour… Sponsor exemptions include
John Pak, the No. 1 player in 2021’s inau-
gural class of PGA TOUR University pre-
sented by Velocity Global graduates; Taiga
Semikawa, who won back-to-back starts on
the Japan Tour during an amateur career
that saw him reach No. 1 in the world (he
has since turned pro and made the cut at
the Sony Open in Hawaii) and Tennessee
freshman Caleb Surratt, the ninth-ranked
amateur in the world who made the cut
earlier this season at the Butterfield
Bermuda Championship.

HIGHEST-RANKED PLAYERS IN
THE FIELD
World Ranking FedExCup
2. Scottie Scheffler 3. Tom Kim
4. Jon Rahm 4. Jon Rahm
5. Patrick Cantlay 5. Brian Harman
6. Xander Schauffele 8. Si Woo Kim
7. Will Zalatoris 10. Tony Finau
12. Tony Finau 12. Andrew Putnam
13. Sam Burns 13. T. Montgomery
14. Tom Kim 16. Tom Hoge
17. Cameron Young     17. Thomas Detry
19. Sungjae Im 18. Sahith Theegala
FEDEXCUP: Winner receives 500
FedExCup points.
COURSE: Three courses will once again
be in use for The American Express, while
those who make the 54-hole cut will play
PGA West’s Stadium Course for the final
round.
PGA West (Stadium Course): 7,187
yards, par 72
La Quinta Country Club: 7,060 yards,
par 72
PGA West (Nicklaus Tournament
Course): 7,147 yards, par 72
STORYLINES: This is one of two pro-
ams on the TOUR calendar, along with the
AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am. Each pro
and his amateur partner will play for three
rounds at each of the courses before the

low 65 pros (and ties) will play their final
round at PGA West’s Stadium Course…
The American Express is one of the
longest-tenured PGA TOUR events. This
year marks the 64th edition. This year
marks the 50th anniversary of Arnold
Palmer earning his 62nd and final PGA
TOUR win at this event in 1973… There is
no Monday qualifier for The American
Express, but a top-10 finish at the Sony
Open for someone not otherwise qualified
could mean some shuffling of the field…
Xander Schauffele is scheduled to return to
action after withdrawing from the Sentry
Tournament of Champions due to a back
injury. He planned to get an MRI after his
WD and is set to play The American
Express for the first time since 2017.
18-HOLE RECORD: 59, David Duval
(Round 5, 1999 at PGA West/Palmer),
Adam Hadwin (Round 3, 2017 at La
Quinta CC). Stadium Course record: 61,
Patrick Cantlay (Round 4, 2021). Nicklaus
Tournament record: 61, Will Zalatoris
(Round 2, 2022).
LAST TIME: Hudson Swafford captured
The American Express for the second time
in five years after a final-round 8-under 64.
Swafford, who also won the event in 2017,
made birdies on Nos. 10-12 and 14 before
adding an eagle on the par-5 16th and
another birdie on the par-3 17th. The only
par he made on his final nine holes came
on the 18th. Swafford’s final-round 64 was
tied for the low round of the day as he
defeated Tom Hoge by two. He started the
day three shots back of the lead but with
plenty of circles on his card, he got to 20
under and tied with Brian Harman and
Francesco Molinari late Sunday before
knocking his approach on 16 to just eight
feet and rolling in the eagle putt to put him
ahead for good. Hoge was second alone
while Harman, Lanto Griffin, and 54-hole
co-leader Lee Hodges finished tied for
third. Will Zalatoris, who shot a course-
record 61 in the second round at the
Nicklaus Tournament Course at PGA West,
was amongst those tied for sixth.

HOW TO WATCH

Television: Thursday-Sunday, 2 p.m.-6
p.m. CT (Golf Channel)

Featured Holes: a combination of par-3s
and iconic or pivotal holes

Radio: Thursday-Friday, 1 p.m.–7 p.m.
ET. Saturday-Sunday, 2 p.m.-7 p.m. (PGA
TOUR Radio on SiriusXM and PGA-
TOUR.com/liveaudio)

Three courses will be in use and those who make the 54-hole cut will play PGA West’s Stadium Course for the final round. (Keyur Khamar/PGA TOUR)
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By Sean Martin
PGATOUR.COM 

The host venue for this week’s The
American Express is one of the most
unique on the PGA TOUR. PGA West’s
Stadium Course was built by a World Golf
Hall of Famer who added a California
ethos to his groundbreaking style when he
built this course out of the desert. Like its
predecessor, the second Stadium Course
also had a controversial debut. It was so
hard when it was first played more than
three decades ago that TOUR players peti-
tioned to have it removed from the sched-
ule.

PGA West’s Stadium Course may not be
as intimidating as it once was, but Dye’s
trademark tricks still promote drama, espe-
cially on the course’s closing holes.

“We’re just giving (the pros) the oppor-
tunities to hit great golf shots,” Dye once
said. He viewed his penal designs as a can-
vas for the world’s best players to truly dis-
play their skills.

The Stadium is one of three courses in
use this week but the only one that will be
played multiple times, including in
Sunday’s final round.

Here are 5 Things to Know about the
Stadium Course at PGA West.

1. ‘THE HARDEST DAMN COURSE’
Dye was given simple instructions

when tasked with building the Stadium
Course at PGA West.

“Build the hardest damn golf course in
the world,” developers Ernie Vossler and
Joe Walser told him.

Dye had already shaped TPC Sawgrass’
Stadium Course out of a Florida swamp,
earning him a reputation as an iconoclastic
architect who built demanding layouts that
required pinpoint precision. TPC Sawgrass
debuted as the venue for THE PLAYERS
in 1982, and its difficulty drove players
mad. A short time later, Vossler and Walser
asked Dye to enact a similar transformation
on the opposite coast, creating another sta-
dium design in the desert of California’s
Coachella Valley.

Dye accomplished his mission. PGA
West’s Stadium Course was deemed the
hardest in the nation when it opened. Its
course rating of 77.1 was the highest ever
given by the United States Golf
Association. This reputation earned the
Stadium Course the 1991 Ryder Cup,

though that competition was later moved to
another Dye design, Kiawah Island in
South Carolina, because of concerns about
hosting an intercontinental competition in
the Pacific Time Zone.
2. TRANSFORMATION IN THE
DESERT

The Stadium Course is famous for its
dramatic features, including steep slopes
and penal hazards. The course belies the
property’s original state as a flat parcel of
desert. Dye wrote in his autobiography that
the “featureless, barren acreage” was the
“worst piece of land we ever started with.”

The sandy soil allowed Dye to mold a
memorable course from the ground.
Working in the desert was like playing in a
giant sandbox. Dye sculpted a course
where water comes into play on nearly half
the holes, and there’s more square footage
of sand than putting surface.

“Length alone would not be the ultimate
test for the new course, but I believed
strategic hazards, deep bunkers, difficult
angles across fairways, slightly offset
greens, parallel lakes and desert plants,
when combined with cross-current winds,
could provide the type of course Joe and

Ernie expected,” Dye wrote in his autobi-
ography.
3. THE REVOLT

The Stadium Course’s debut as a TOUR
venue in 1987 proved that Dye had done
his job.

Raymond Floyd called the course
“spiteful” and “hateful.” Tom Watson said
he was “sick and tired” of Dye’s radical
designs.

“It requires you to execute shots that no
sane golfer should be expected to play,”
Watson added.

Famed Los Angeles Times columnist
Jim Murray wrote that “you need a camel,
a canoe, a priest and a tourniquet to get
through it.” California native Al Geiberger
once said playing PGA West was like
working through the stages of grief.

Expecting positive reviews from the
TOUR pros, Dye instead was “lambasted
with personal, cutting remarks to the effect
that I had lost my mule-headed mind,” he
wrote. It didn’t help that the first round
was hit by cold weather that only made
conditions more difficult.

Things didn’t get much easier by
Sunday. The 73.97 final-round scoring 

Five things: PGA West’s Stadium Course

The 17th hole at PGA West's Stadium Course has Pete Dye written all over it. (Harry How/Getty Images) 
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average was almost unheard of for the
friendly setups of this pro-am tournament,
where red numbers are the norm.

It was only a matter of weeks before
TOUR professionals petitioned to have the
Stadium Course removed from the rotation
of courses for the event that was then
known as the Bob Hope Classic. Dye
called the petition “absurd.”

“The professionals forget that the whole
idea of a Pete Dye golf course is to require
players to hit a wide variety of shots,” Dye
said. “I’ve always felt that a good player
who’s playing well wants to play a difficult
golf course because he knows the winner
won’t be someone who can just out-putt
him.”

Lee Trevino, known as one of the best
ball-strikers in the game’s history, also
defended the course during the telecast of
the 1987 Hope.

“There’s been a lot of controversy about
PGA West this week. Some pros say it
stinks, it’s a monster, it’s unfair,” he said.
“Well, I want to ask you, what makes a
golf course unfair? Is it unfair because you
have to hit the tee ball down the middle of
the fairway and good iron shots into the
green? Or is it fair because you can hit the
ball all over the parking lot and make
birdies? You be the judge of that, but if you
ask me, if for the last 20 years we
would’ve played golf courses like this one,
maybe some of (you) that won a lot of golf
tournaments wouldn’t have won as many.”

It was nearly three decades before the
Stadium Course returned to the TOUR
schedule. While it continued to host tour-
naments like the Skins Game and Final
Stage of Q-School, the course didn’t reap-
pear on TOUR until the 2016 American

Express.
Advances in everything from agronomy

to architecture, fitness to technology, have
better equipped players to face challenges
like those presented by the Stadium
Course, which have become more com
monplace. While still a challenge, the
course is no longer considered controver-
sial.

“It says that the combination of tech-
nology and players has moved substantially
over the course of 30 years,” said the
famed architect Tom Doak, who started his
career by working for Dye. “It also says
that many architects have reacted to that
and built very difficult courses, in reaction
to what they saw on TV.”
4. FAULT LINES

Like the first Stadium Course at TPC
Sawgrass, Dye built a memorable finishing
stretch for the second edition. He called
PGA West’s final three holes “maybe the
most difficult finishing holes I’ve ever
built.”

“It’s hang-on-to-your-hat time when
you turn back toward the clubhouse,” he
said.

Like TPC Sawgrass, PGA West finishes
with a risk-reward par-5, island-green par-3
and water-lined par-4.

The par-5 16th, named San Andreas
(after the large fault that runs through the
state), features a deep greenside bunker
that Dye said may be “the deepest green-
side bunker this side of Mars.” He intended
to build an unforgettable bunker, but it
developed a bit by accident. Dye told the
bulldozer operator to keep digging until he
hit water.

“I don’t know if he thought I was kid-
ding or not,” Dye wrote, “but his bulldozer

finally found water at 22 feet, and we lev-
eled it off at 20.”

Vossler was skeptical about the deep
sand trap. Before it was filled in with sand,
he dumped a pile of sand at the bottom of
the deep ditch and said Dye could keep the
bunker only if he could hit a shot onto the
green from down there.

“Tossing me a sand wedge, Ernie chal-
lenged me: ‘If you can get it on the green
from there, then the damn bunker’s all right
with me,’” Dye wrote. “I used my flip-
wrist sand wedge swing and safely elevated
the ball up to the green site. … Just think

of all the fun golfers would have missed if
I’d left the ball in the … sand.”

The bunker became famous when
Speaker of the House Tip O’Neill couldn’t
escape it during the 1987 Hope, finally opt-
ing to throw his ball out after several
unsuccessful attempts to extricate it with a
sand wedge.

“There were those who thought the
depth of the bunker was ridiculous and
unfair,” Dye wrote. “Writers of note
believed I had gone off the deep end.”
5. ISLAND TIME

Dye believed a strong 17th hole is an
important feature for any golf course.

“Even though 18 is the finishing hole, I
have focused more on the 17th because I
always feel that it sets up the closing
drama for 18,” he wrote.

He created the world’s most famous
17th hole at TPC Sawgrass, but he wasn’t
excited when asked by the developers and
PGA TOUR Commissioner Deane Beman
to replicate it in California. They believed
an island green was a necessity if PGA
West was going to earn its desired reputa-
tion for difficulty.

“I was afraid that if I built another
island green,” Dye wrote, “both holes
would end up losing their uniqueness.”

He acquiesced but made sure to add
unique elements to the hole that would be
named Alcatraz after the island prison in
San Francisco.

PGA West’s 17th would play from an
elevated tee, unlike the flat version in
Florida. Rocks, instead of railroad ties,
lined Dye’s second island green, to help it
fit in with the mountains that surround the
course. PGA West’s island is larger than
the original, as well, to accommodate a
longer tee shot. PGA West’s 17th has a
scorecard yardage of 165 yards, compared
to 137 yards at TPC Sawgrass.

A look at PGA West's Stadium Course in 1988. (PGA TOUR Archive)

The grueling 18th hole at PGA West's Stadium Course. (Steph Chambers/Getty Images) 
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Dallas (12-5) at San Francisco (13-4)
Time / TV: Sunday, 5:30 / FOX
Line: 49ers  -3.5 / 46

By Angela Miele
This weekend the San Francisco 49ers

will face off against the Dallas Cowboys in
the divisional round of the NFL playoffs.
The 49ers vs Cowboys playoff history is
known by many fans, as it has caused an
intense rivalry between the two teams and
their fanbases. Some of the most famous
games have been between these two. Here
is a look into the 49ers vs Cowboys playoff
history.
49ers vs Cowboys Playoff History: 1970
NFC Championship

January 3rd, 1971, the 49ers faced off
against the Dallas Cowboys, in what would
become the beginning of a decades-long
rivalry. The game was held in San
Francisco, and the winner would go on to
the Super Bowl. This is the first in the
49ers vs Cowboys playoff history.

The 49ers were coached by Dick Nolan
and the team’s record in the season was 11-
4-1, according to Pro Football Reference.
John Brodie was the 49ers’ quarterback.
Brodie completed 19 passes of 40 attempts
for 262 yards, one touchdown, and two
interceptions.

The Cowboys were coached by Tom
Landry and the team when 12-4 that year.
Craig Morton was the quarterback at the
time. Morton completed seven of 22 pass
attempts for 101 yards and one touchdown.
Morton may have done less than Brodie,
but in the end, it didn’t matter.

Dallas got the best of the 49ers by win-

ning the game 17-10. The Cowboys ended
up losing in the Super Bowl against the
Baltimore Colts, 16-14. This was the first
of many playoff encounters between the
two teams.
49ers vs Cowboys Playoff History: 1971
NFC Championship

In the 1971 season, these two teams
once again met in the Playoffs. This was
the second year in a row in this playoff his-
tory. January 2nd, 1972, the San Francisco
49ers headed to Texas to face the Dallas
Cowboys. While the two coaches were the
same, there were some differences.

The 49ers had a 10-6 record and still
had John Brodie at quarterback. Brodie
completed 14 of 30 pass attempts for 184
yards and three interceptions. San
Francisco was only able to put up three
points that game.

The Cowboys had a quarterback change
that year with Roger Staubach taking the
lead. Staubach completed nine out of 18
pass attempts for 103 yards. He did not
throw for any touchdowns, nor any inter-
ceptions. The Cowboys were successful by
running the ball past the 49ers.

Dallas once again got the best of the
49ers, winning the game 14-3. The
Cowbooys would move on to beat the
Miami Dolphins in Super Bowl VI, 24-3.
49ers vs Cowboys Playoff History: 1972
Divisional Round

December 23rd, 1972 was a close battle
in the 49ers vs Cowboys playoff history.
The two teams played in the 1972 division-
al round at Candlestick Park in San
Francisco. This was the third year in a row
that these two teams faced off in the play-

offs and was the highest-scoring out of the
three.

Still coached by Dick Nolan, the 49ers
went 8-6-1 that year. John Brodie was still
the quarterback, and he completed 12 pass-
es out of 22 attempts for 150 yards. Brodie
threw two interceptions and had no touch-
downs.

Dallas went 11-4 that year under head
coach Tom Landry. The Cowboys went
with two quarterbacks in this game. Craig
Morton completed eight out of 21 passes
for just 96 yards, along with one touch-
down and two interceptions. Roger
Staubach completed 12 passes out of 20
attempts for two touchdowns.

For the third year in a row, the Cowboys
got the best of the 49ers, winning the game
30-28. The Cowboys moved on the face the
Washington Redskins in the NFC
Championship. Dallas lost the game 26-3.
49ers vs Cowboys Playoff History: 1981
NFC Championship

January 10th, 1982 was when every-
thing changed between these two teams.
This particular game has gone down in his-
tory as one of the greatest and most famous
games in the San Francisco 49ers’ history.
One that many people still look back on in
the 49ers vs Cowboys playoff history.

The Cowboys went 13-5 in the 1981
season, still under the head coach Landry.
Quarterback Danny White completed 16
out of 24 pass attempts for 173 yards, two
touchdowns, and one interception. This
was a back-and-forth game that came down
to the last second.

The 49ers went 15-3 under head coach
Bill Walsh. The game was held on their

turf at Candlestick Park in San Francisco.
Joe Montana completed 22 passes of 35
attempts for 286 yards. Montana also threw 
three touchdowns and three interceptions.

The most notable play of the game was
“The Catch.” While the 49ers were down
six with just seconds left, Joe Montana
threw a six-yard pass to Dwight Clark,
which was brilliantly caught to tie the
game, with the extra point to win it. 

Every year on January 10th, the 49ers
and their fans continue to look back at that
monumental play.

San Francisco went on to the
Superbowl and beat the Cincinnati
Bengals, 26-21.
49ers vs Cowboys Playoff History: 1992
NFC Championship

Twelve years went by before the 49ers
and Cowboys faced off again.  January
17th, 1993 to be exact.  The NFC
Championship was held at Candlestick
Park in San Francisco. Despite the time
that went by, this game was filled with leg-
endary players, such as Steve Young, Jerry
Rice, Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith,
Michael Irvin, and more.

The 49ers went 15-3 that season under
head coach George Seifert. Quarterback
Steve Young completed 25 of 35 passes for
313 yards, one touchdown, and two inter-
ceptions. Young also rushed for 33 yards
and one touchdown.

The Cowboys also went 15-3 that year
under head coach Jimmy Johnson. Troy
Aikman was the quarterback at the time
and completed 24 out of 34 pass attempts
for 322 yards and two touchdowns. Dallas
ended up winning the game 30-20. 

The Cowboys dominated the Bills in the
Super Bowl 52-17.
49ers vs Cowboys Playoff History: 1993
NFC Championship

The following year on January 23rd,
1994, the two teams faced off in Texas.
The teams were once again very similar,
just like when they played each other three
years in a row in the 70s. 

The NFC Championship was held at
Texas Stadium in Irving .
San Francisco went 11-7 that year, once

again coached by Seifert. Young completed
27 passes of 45 attempts for 287 yards with
one touchdown and one interception.
Young also rushed for 38 yards and one
touchdown.

The Cowboys went 14-4 that season,
again under the coaching of Johnson.
Aikman completed 14 of 18 pass attempts
for 177 yards and two touchdowns. The
Cowboys also dominated in the rushing
game, notably due to Emmitt Smith rush-
ing for 88 yards and one touchdown.
Once again, the Cowboys went on to win 

49ers vs Cowboys Playoff History
NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUEFOOTBALL

Joe Montana to Dwight Clark in the end zone  with time running out is one of the most notable plays of all time in this rivalry
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the game 38-21 to move on to the Super
Bowl. 

Dallas beat the Buffalo Bills 30-13 to
become Super Bowl Champions again.
49ers vs Cowboys Playoff History: 1994
NFC Championship

The 49ers vs Cowboys playoff history
continued just the following year when the
two teams faced each other once again in
the NFC Championship round at Candle-
stick Park. The largest difference in this
game was that the Cowboys had a new
head coach, Barry Switzer. This would be
the last time the two faced each other in the
playoffs for almost 20 years.

The 49ers were 15-3. In the NFC
Championship game, Young completed 13
of 29 passes for 155 and two touchdowns.
He also rushed for 47 yards and one touch-
down.

As for the Cowboys under a new head
coach, they went 13-5. Aikman completed
30 out of 53 pass attempts for 380 yards,
two touchdowns, and three interceptions. 
The NFC Championship was a high scor-
ing one, but Dallas could not quite catch
up.

The 49ers won the game 38-28. San
Francisco went on to win the Super Bowl
49-26 over the San Diego Chargers. This
was the last game of the 49ers vs Cowboys
playoff history for a while.
49ers vs Cowboys Playoff History: 2021
Wild Card Round

Just last year, this rivalry returned in the
Wild Card Round. January 16th, 2022, the
San Francisco 49ers headed to AT&T
Stadium to face the Dallas Cowboys. While
this game was just last year, it is still a part
of the 49ers vs Cowboys Playoff History.

The 49ers went 10-7 under head coach,
Kyle Shanahan, and entered playoffs as the
7th seed. Dallas was the favorite heading
into this game, being the number two seed.   

San Francisco Quarterback Jimmy
Garoppolo completed 16 out of 25 pass
attempts for 172 yards and one intercep-
tion, according to ESPN. The 49ers also
rushed for 169 yards and two rushing
touchdowns.

The Dallas Cowboys went 12-5 under
head coach Mike McCarthy. With home-
field advantage, quarterback Dak Prescott
completed 23 out of 43 pass attempts for
254 yards, one touchdown, and one inter-
ception. The Cowboys also rushed for 77
yards with one rushing touchdown.

The most notable part of the game was
the last few seconds when Dallas was
down 23-17 with no timeouts, The
Cowboys pushed downfield to get one hail
mary in. Under NFL rules, the official must
spot the ball before the play, but in a rush,
Dallas got set, and the Ref had to cut in to
grab the ball, causing the time to run out.

The 49ers won the game 23-27 and
headed all the way to the NFC
Championship, where they lost to the Los
Angeles Rams 20-17.

Ahead of this weekend’s game, the
Cowboys are 5-3 all time in playoff games
against the 49ers. 

Bengals upset Bills; Eagles survive scare
from Giants 

By Bill Bender 
It's going to be almost impossible to top

last year's divisional playoff weekend.
All four games ended on the last play,

and they were decided by a combined total
of 15 points. Nobody could forget that
Chiefs-Bills game, right? Now, Kansas
City and Buffalo have to win to get a
rematch in the AFC championship game.
That won't be easy.

On Saturday, Kansas City — the top
seed in the AFC — opens divisional play-
off weekend against Jacksonville – which
rallied from a 27-0 deficit in the AFC wild
card round against Los Angeles.

Philadelphia – the top seed in the NFC –
opens it playoff push against the Giants –
which upset the Vikings in the NFC Wild
Card. You know that saying about beating
a team three times, right?

Cincinnati travels to Buffalo on Sunday.
The regular-season matchup was postponed
when Damar Hamlin collapsed on the
field. This will be an elite quarterback bat-
tle between Joe Burrow and Josh Allen.

San Francisco closes the weekend
against Dallas in what should be a fitting
finish to the weekend.
Regular-season record: 174-96-2
Wild-card record: 5-1

Jacksonville (9-8) at Kansas City (14-3)
Time / TV: Saturday, 3:30 / CBS
Line: Chiefs  -8.5 / 53

To say Trevor Lawrence's postseason
debut was memorable would be an under-
statement. The Jaguars committed five
turnovers but still rallied for the victory
against the Chargers.

Both teams closed the regular season on
five-game winning streaks. Lawrence and
Travis Etienne have been difference mak-
ers, and the defense stopped the Chargers'
running game. Kansas City presents a far-
more difficult challenge on the road, and
Patrick Mahomes II is 8-3 in the postsea-
son with 28 TDs and seven interceptions.

Which teams contains the tight end bet-
ter? Jacksonville's Evan Engram has been a

huge piece in the second half of the season
for the Jaguars, and Christian Kirk and Zay
Jones both had 80-plus catches. Kansas
City's Travis Kelce, who had 110 catches,
can flat-out take over a game
The battle of former Eagles coaches Andy
Reid and Doug Pederson will be the head-
liner, and the Jaguars will hang around for
a half. The Chiefs won the regular-season
matchup 27-17. The same margin holds
here in a higher-scoring game.
Pick: Chiefs 34, Jaguars 24

N.Y Giants (9-7) at Philadelphia (14-7)
Time / TV: Saturday, 7:15 / FOX
Line: Eagles  -7.5 / 48

The Eagles are making their second
playoff appearance under Nick Sirianni,
and they are catching a confident New
York team that beat Minnesota 31-24 in the
wild card round.

Philadelphia swept New York in the
regular season. The Week 18 matchup was
close at 22-16. The Week 14 matchup was
not in a 48-22 blowout. The Eagles had
seven sacks in that matchup, and that will
be the key against Daniel Jones, who has
thrown just two interceptions in his last
seven starts and threw for 334 yards
against the Vikings. If New York can stay
committed to Saquon Barkley – who had
just 28 yards in that first meeting – then
this could get interesting.

This game comes down to Jalen Hurts,
whose season was thrown off with a shoul-
der injury against Chicago. He had 294
total yards and three TDs in the first meet-
ing. How much did the extra week of rest
help? If the Eagles can get the running
game going around Miles Sanders and
build an early lead, then it won't matter. If
they give defensive coordinator Wink
Martindale time to settle in with a solid
pass rush led by Kayvon Thibodeaux, then
an upset is possible. Philadelphia escapes,
but the Giants push them to the limit.
Pick: Eagles 33, Giants 28

Cincinnati (12-4) at Buffalo (13-3)
Time / TV: Sunday, 2:00 / CBS
Line: Bills  -5.5 / 48

This will be the best game – and

arguably the most-emotional game – of the
weekend. Buffalo gets the home-field
advantage, and the Bills were 7-1 there this
season. Josh Allen leads a high-powered
offense with a strong connection with
Stefon Diggs, and Buffalo's pass rush
should be able to land given the injuries
that have ravaged the Cincinnati offensive
line.

There are a couple factors that will
keep the Bengals in the game. The Bills
need to run the ball against a defense led
by D.J. Reader, one of the best run stuffers
in the game. Buffalo also has committed at
least three turnovers in each of its last
three turnovers in each of its last three
games. Cincinnati has a +7 turnover ratio
in its last nine games, and those seem to
come at the right time.

The Bills will get sacks, but Joe Burrow
will escape a few times, too and make
down-field plays with Tee Higgins and
Ja'Marr Chase. Joe Mixon also will be a
difference maker. This game will not dis-
appoint – and it feels like the last one with
the ball wins. Burrow delivers in the clutch
to set up a rematch with Kansas City in the
AFC championship game.
Pick: Bengals 34, Bills 31

Dallas (12-5) at San Francisco (13-4)
Time / TV: Sunday, 5:30 / FOX
Line: 49ers - 3.5 / 45.5

The 49ers beat the Cowboys 23-17 in
the NFC wild card round last season, and
there are a few trends from that game to
watch in this one.

Will Dallas get the running game going?
It fell off late in the season, and they man-
aged just 77 rushing yards in last year's
loss to San Francisco. Dak Prescott
silenced a few critics with the victory
against the Buccaneers, and now the chal-
lenge is not committing game-changing
turnovers against that San Francisco pass
rush led by Nick Bosa. Dalton Schultz
could have a huge game here.

Brock Purdy looked comfortable in his
first playoff start, and it doesn't hurt to
have a supporting cast led by playmakers
Christian McCaffrey and Deebo Samuel –
who were at their best in the NFC wild
card blowout against Seattle. San Francisco
rushed for 169 yards in last year's victory.
McCaffrey and Eli Mitchell will chip away
at Dallas, and Purdy will throw two more
TDs.

These were the only two teams in the
NFL with turnover margins of better than
+10 in the regular season. That will be the
separator here. The 49ers were 6-0 S/U and
5-1 ATS since Purdy took over as the
starter, and they are the more complete
team here. It's closer this time, but San
Francisco advances to the NFC champi-
onship for the third time in four seasons.
Pick: 49ers 31, Cowboys 27

Divisional playoff picks, predictions

Cincinnati and Buffalo is gearing up to be the most anticipated game of the day
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18 First Team All-America players and
four coaches will be inducted during the
65th NFF Annual Awards Dinner
Presented by Las Vegas on Dec. 5, 2023.

By footballfoundation.com
The National Football Foundation

(NFF) & College Hall of Fame announced
the 2023 College Football Hall of Fame
Class during "Championship Drive
Presented by Mercedes-Benz" on ESPN.

2023 COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL
OF FAME CLASS

PLAYERS:
•  Eric Berry – DB, Tennessee (2007-09) 
•  Michael Bishop – QB, Kansas State

(1997-98) 
•  Reggie Bush – RB, USC (2003-05) 
•  Dwight Freeney – DE, Syracuse (1998-

2001) 
•  Robert Gallery – OT, Iowa (2000-03) 
•  LMichael James–RB,Oregon (2009-11) 
•  Derrick Johnson– LB, Texas (2001-04) 
•  Bill Kollar – DT, Montana State (1971-

73) 
•  Luke Kuechly – LB, Boston College

(2009-11) 
•  Jeremy Maclin – WR/KR, Missouri

(2007-08) 
•  Terance Mathis – WR, New Mexico

(1985-87, 1989) 
•  Bryant McKinnie – OT, Miami [FL]

(2000-01) 
•  Corey Moore – DL, Virginia Tech

(1997-99) 
•  Michael Stonebreaker – LB, Notre

Dame (1986, 1988, 1990) 
•  Tim Tebow – QB, Florida (2006-09) 
•  Troy Vincent–DB, Wisconsin (1988-91) 
•  Brian Westbrook – RB, Villanova

(1997-98, 2000-01) 
•  DeAngelo Williams – RB, Memphis

(2002-05)
COACHES:

•  Monte Cater – 275-117-2 (70.1%);
Lakeland [WI] (1981-86), Shepherd [WV]
(1987-2017) 

•  Paul Johnson – 189-99-0 (65.6%);
Georgia Southern (1997-2001), Navy
(2002-07), Georgia Tech (2008-18) 

•  Roy Kramer – 83-32-2 (71.8%);
Central Michigan (1967-77) 

•  Mark Richt – 171-64-0 (72.8%);
Georgia (2001-15), Miami [FL] (2016-18) 

The 18 First Team All-America players
and four standout coaches in the 2023
Class were selected from thenational ballot
of 80 players and nine coaches from the
Football Bowl Subdivision and 96 players
and 33 coaches from the divisional ranks.

"We are extremely proud to announce
the 2023 College Football Hall of Fame
Class," said Archie Manning, NFF
Chairman and a 1989 College Football Hall
of Famer from Mississippi. "Each of these
men has established himself among the
absolute best to have played or coached the
game, and we look forward to immortaliz-
ing their incredible accomplishments."

The 2023 College Football Hall of Fame
Class will officially be inducted during the
65th NFF Annual Awards Dinner Presented
by Las Vegas on Dec. 5, 2023, at the ARIA
Resort & Casino Las Vegas.

The inductees will also be recognized at
their respective collegiate institutions with
NFF Hall of Fame On-Campus Salutes,
presented by Fidelity Investments, during
the fall. Their accomplishments will be for-
ever immortalized at the Chick-fil-A

College Football Hall of Fame in Atlanta,
and each inductee will receive a custom
ring created by Jostens, the official and
exclusive supplier of NFF rings.

The announcement of the 2023 College
Football Hall of Fame Class was made
today during "Championship Drive
Presented by Mercedes-Benz" leading up
to tonight's College Football Playoff
National Championship.

"We want to thank ESPN for the oppor-
tunity to announce the 2023 College
Football Hall of Fame Class during today's
lead up to the College Football Playoff
National Championship," said NFF
President & CEO Steve Hatchell. "Today's
announcement shines a light on the accom-
plishments of some of college football's
greatest legends."

2023 COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL
OF FAME CLASS NOTES

PLAYERS:
•  1 Heisman Trophy winner (Tebow)
•  1 NFF William V. Campbell Trophy®

recipient (Tebow)
•  10 unanimous First Team All-

Americans (Berry (2), Bush, Freeney,
Gallery, James, Johnson, Kuechly,
McKinnie, Moore, Stonebreaker)

•  8 consensus First Team All-Americans
(Bishop, Bush, Johnson, Kuechly, Maclin,
Mathis, Stonebreaker, Tebow)

•  10 multi-year First Team All-
Americans (Berry (2), Bush (2), James (2),
Johnson (2), Kuechly (2), Maclin (2),
McKinnie (2), Moore (2), Stonebreaker (2),
Westbrook (3))

•  11 winners of college football major
awards (Berry – Thorpe; Bishop – Davey
O'Brien; Bush – Doak Walker, Walter

Camp; Gallery – Outland; James – Doak
Walker; Johnson – Butkus, Nagurski;
Kuechly – Butkus, Lombardi, Nagurski;
McKinnie – Outland; Moore – Lombardi,
Nagurski; Tebow – Campbell, Davey
O'Brien, Heisman, Maxwell (2); Westbrook
– Walter Payton) 

•  4 members of national championship
teams (Bush (2), McKinnie, Stonebreaker,
Tebow (2))

•  13 conference players of the year
(Berry, Bush (2), Freeney, Gallery,
Johnson, Kollar, Kuechly, McKinnie,
Moore (2), Tebow (3), Vincent, Westbrook
(2), Williams (3))

•  9 members of conference champi-
onship teams (Bush (3), Freeney, Gallery,
James (3), Kollar, McKinnie (2), Moore,
Tebow (2), Westbrook (2))

•  12 players who still hold school
records (Berry, Bishop, Bush, Freeney,
James, Johnson, Kuechly, Maclin, Mathis,
Tebow, Westbrook, Williams)

•  8 played for College Football Hall of
Fame coaches (Berry – Phillip Fulmer;
Bishop – Bill Snyder; Johnson – Mack
Brown; Maclin – Gary Pinkel; Moore –
Frank Beamer; Stonebreaker – Lou Holtz;
Vincent – Barry Alvarez; Westbrook –
Andy Talley)

•  12 first-round NFL draft picks (Berry,
Bush, Freeney, Gallery, Johnson, Kollar,
Kuechly, Maclin, McKinnie, Tebow,
Vincent, Williams)

•  10 offensive players (Bishop, Bush,
Gallery, James, Maclin, Mathis, McKinnie,
Tebow, Westbrook, Williams)

•  8 defensive players (Berry, Freeney,
Johnson, Kollar, Kuechly, Moore,
Stonebreaker, Vincent)

•  5 decades represented: 1970s (1) –
Kollar; 1980s (2) – Mathis, Stonebreaker;
1990s (3) – Bishop, Moore,Vincent;
2000s (10) – Berry, Bush, Freeney,
Gallery, Johnson, Maclin, McKinnie,
Tebow, Westbrook, Williams; 2010s (2) –
James, Kuechly

•  3 schools with their first-ever Hall of
Fame player (Montana State, Kollar;
Villanova,Westbrook; Memphis, Williams) 
COACHES:

•  28 conference championships (Cater –
19, Johnson – 5, Kramer – 2, Richt – 2)

•  1 coach with the most wins in school
history (Cater – Shepherd [WV])

•  50 bowl/postseason appearances (Cater
– 13, Johnson – 18, Kramer – 1,Richt – 18)

•  3 national championships (Johnson –
2, Kramer – 1)

•  51 First Team All-Americans coached
(Cater – 24, Johnson – 11, Kramer – 1,
Richt – 15)

•  3 national coaches of the year
(Johnson, Kramer, Richt)

NFF Announces 2023 Hall of Fame Class
COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF FAMECOLLEGE
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•  21 conference coach of the year hon-
ors (Cater – 13, Johnson – 5, Richt – 3)

•  2 schools with their first-ever Hall of
Fame coach or player inductee (Lakeland
[WI] – Cater; Shepherd [WV] – Cater) 

SELECTION CRITERIA
1. First and foremost, a player must have
received First Team All-America recogni-
tion by a selector recognized by the NCAA
and utilized to comprise its consensus All-
America teams.
2.  A player becomes eligible for consider-
ation by the NFF's Honors Court 10 full
seasons after his final year of intercolle-
giate football played.
3. While each nominee's football achieve-
ments in college are of prime considera-
tion, his post football record as a citizen is
also weighed. He must have proven himself
worthy as a citizen, carrying the ideals of
football forward into his relations with his
community. Consideration may also be
given for academic honors and whether or
not the candidate earned a college degree.
4. Players must have played their last year
of intercollegiate football within the last 50
years*. For example, to be eligible for the
2023 ballot, the player must have played
his last year in 1973 or thereafter. In addi-
tion, current professional players and/or
coaches are not eligible until retirement.
5. A coach becomes eligible three full sea-
sons after retirement or immediately fol-
lowing retirement provided he is at least 70
years old. Active coaches become eligible
at 75 years of age. He must have been a
head football coach for a minimum of 10
years and coached at least 100 games with
a .600 winning percentage.
6. Nominations may only be submitted by
the current athletics director, head coach or
sports information director (SID) of a
potential candidate's collegiate institution.
Nominations may also be submitted by the
president/executive director of a dues-pay-
ing chapter of the National Football
Foundation.
* Players that do not comply with the 50-
year rule may still be eligible for consider-
ation by the Football Bowl Subdivision and
Divisional Veterans Committees. Veterans
Committee candidates must still meet First
Team All-America requirement.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF
FAME QUICK FACTS

•  When the 2023 Hall of Fame Class is
officially inducted in December, only
1,074 players and 230 coaches will have
been inducted into the College Football
Hall of Fame from the nearly 5.62 million
who have played or coached the game dur-
ing the past 153 years. In other words, less
than two one-hundredths of a percent
(.02%) of the individuals who have played
the game have earned this distinction. 

•  Founded in 1947, The National
Football Foundation & College Hall of
Fame inducted its first class of inductees in
1951. The first class included 32 players
and 22 coaches, including Illinois' Red
Grange, Notre Dame's Knute Rockne,
Amos Alonzo Stagg and Carlisle (PA)'s

Jim Thorpe. 
•  320 schools are represented with at

least one College Football Hall of Famer. 
•  Induction for the 2023 Class will take

place Dec. 5, 2023, during the 65th NFF
Annual Awards Dinner Presented by Las
Vegas. 

2023 College Football Hall of Fame
Class Bios

ERIC BERRY
University of Tennessee
Defensive Back, 2007-09

A two-time unanimous First Team All-
American, Eric Berry quickly etched his
name among the all-time greats in
Tennessee history with his acrobatic inter-
ceptions and defensive prowess. The
Fairburn, Georgia, native now becomes the
22nd Vols player to enter the College
Football Hall of Fame.

Berry earned unanimous First Team
All-America honors in 2008, and he repeat-
ed the feat in 2009. He claimed the Jim
Thorpe Award in 2009 as the nation's top
defensive back after being a finalist in
2008.

A finalist for the 2009 Nagurski Trophy,
he also twice claimed the Jack Tatum
Award from the Touchdown Club of
Columbus as the nation's top defensive
back. Berry helped Tennessee to two bowl
berths, including a 21-17 win over
Wisconsin in the 2008 Outback Bowl,
which gave the Vols a final No. 12 ranking.
A Freshman All-American, Berry helped
the Vols bring home the SEC East title in
2007.

A three-time All-SEC selection, includ-
ing First Team honors in 2008 and 2009,
Berry was named the SEC Defensive
Player of the Year in 2008 after leading the
conference with seven interceptions.
Playing for Hall of Fame Coach Phillip
Fulmer and one year under Lane Kiffin,
Berry's tenure in Rocky Top established
him as the SEC's all-time leader in career
interception return yards (494) and single-
season interception return yards (265 in
2008). He also holds the Vol record for
career yards (35.3) per interception.

The two-year team captain twice led the
Vols in interceptions, collecting five in
2007 and seven in 2008. He finished his
career with 245 tackles, 17.5 tackles for
loss, three sacks, 14 interceptions, 31 pass-
es defended, two forced fumbles and four
fumble recoveries.

Drafted in the first round (fifth overall)
during the 2010 NFL Draft by Kansas City,
Berry played with the Chiefs until 2018,
making five Pro Bowl appearances and
earning First Team All-Pro honors three
times. After being diagnosed with
Hodgkin's lymphoma in 2014, Berry was
named the 2015 NFL Comeback Player of
the Year.

Following his NFL career, Berry
returned home to Fairburn, and he current-
ly works as an entrepreneur. He established
the Eric Berry Foundation in 2011, which
provides safe environments for children to
participate in sports, and he hosts annual

youth football clinics in Atlanta, Kansas
City and throughout Tennessee. He has
donated more than $100k to the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society, and he installed
field turf in Duncan Park (GA) where he
learned to play football.
MICHAEL BISHOP
Kansas State University
Quarterback, 1997-98

Widely regarded as the best all-around
quarterback in Kansas State history,
Michael Bishop helped College Football
Hall of Fame Coach Bill Snyder turn the
Wildcats into a national powerhouse with
an overall 22-3 record during his two-year
tenure in Manhattan. The Willis, Texas,
native now becomes the fourth K-State
player to enter the College Football Hall of
Fame.

A 1998 consensus First Team All-
American, Bishop claimed the Davey
O'Brien Award as the nation's top quarter-
back. He was also named the Heisman
Trophy runner-up and a finalist for
Maxwell and Johnny Unitas Golden Arm
awards. Complementing the efforts of fel-
low College Football Hall of Fame
inductee Mark Simoneau, who led the
defense in 1998, Bishop helped guide the
Wildcats to the school's first-ever No. 1
national ranking late into the season, cul-
minating in a Big 12 North title and K-
State's first berth in a conference champi-
onship game. The season ended with an
appearance in the Alamo Bowl; an 11-2
record; and a No. 10 ranking in the final
AP Poll. The previous season, Bishop and
the Wildcats claimed a Big 12 North title
and went 11-1, capped by a 35-18 win over
Syracuse in the Fiesta Bowl and a No. 8
ranking in the final AP Poll.

A two-time All-Big 12 performer,
Bishop set 34 school records and 14 Big 12
records. He rushed for 1,314 yards and 23
touchdowns while throwing for 4,401 yards
and 36 touchdowns in two seasons. Bishop
still holds eight K-State records, including
single-season passing efficiency (159.6),
single-season interception percentage
(1.36), and single-season yards per game
(299.3). He was inducted into the K-State
Athletics Hall of Fame in 2016, and he was
added to the school's Ring of Honor in
2015.

Drafted in the seventh round of the 1999
NFL Draft by New England, Bishop spent
two years with the Patriots before moving
to the CFL and helping the Toronto
Argonauts win the 2004 Grey Cup. He also
claimed an Arena Bowl Championship
with the AFL's Chicago Rush.

Bishop is the head football coach at
Legacy School of Sport Sciences in the
Houston area and the CEO of 4th Quarter
Fitness. He has participated in activities
with the Boys and Girls Club, Toys for
Tots and Habitat for Humanity. He is a reg-
ular volunteer with football and basketball
youth teams.
REGGIE BUSH
University of Southern California
Running Back, 2003-05

One of the most dynamic players in the
history of college football, Reggie Bush
helped Southern California claim two
national championships and a 37-2 record
during his three years playing in the
Coliseum. The Spring Valley, California,
native now becomes the 34th Trojan to
enter the College Football Hall of Fame.

A consensus First Team All-American
in 2004 and a unanimous selection in 2005
as an all-purpose player, Bush claimed the
Doak Walker Award and was the Walter
Camp Player of the Year, the AP Player of
the Year and the Sporting News Player of
the Year in 2005. He finished fifth in the
Heisman Trophy voting in 2004, the year
Matt Leinart, his teammate and now fellow
College Football Hall of Fame inductee,
claimed the award. In 2003, Bush was
named a Freshman All-American.

During his three seasons in Los Angeles,
Bush helped guide the Trojans to three-
consecutive national championship games,
winning national titles at the 2004 Rose
Bowl with a 28-14 win over Michigan and
2005 Orange Bowl with a 55-19 victory
over the Oklahoma Sooners. The Trojans
finished No. 1 in the final AP poll in 2003
and 2004 and No. 2 in 2005 with only two
losses during the three-year span, including
a 41-38 Rose Bowl loss to Texas in one of
the most iconic games in college football
history.

Bush set an NCAA record with an
astounding 7.3 yards per carry during his
career, and he led the NCAA with 222.3
all-purpose yards per game, finishing
fourth nationally with 133.9 rushing yards
per game in 2005. His 513 all-purpose
yards vs. Fresno State in 2005, ranks sec-
ond in NCAA annals.

As a two-time Pac-10 Player of the
Year, Bush was a member of three consec-
utive Pac-10 championship teams. Bush
ranks second in league history with 2,890
all-purpose yards in 2005 and ranks fourth
all-time with 6,552 career all-purpose
yards, having led the league in all-purpose
yards in 2004 and 2005.

A two-time Team MVP and the 2005
team captain, Bush ranks fourth on USC's
career kickoff return yardage list (1,523),
sixth in career punt return yardage (559)
and eighth in career rushing (3,169). He set
the USC freshman record with 1,331 all-
purpose yards in 2003. He finished his
career with 433 rushes for 3,169 yards and
25 touchdowns and 95 receptions for 1,301
yards and 13 touchdowns. He returned 67
kickoffs for 1,523 yards and one touch-
down, and he fielded 44 punts for 559
yards and three touchdowns. He also threw
one touchdown for 52 yards in his career.

Drafted second overall in the 2006 NFL
Draft by New Orleans, Bush played for the
Saints (2006-10), Dolphins (2011-12),
Lions (2013-14), 49ers (2015) and Bills
(2016). He was a First Team All-Pro in
2008, and he won Super Bowl XLIV with
the Saints in 2010. He was inducted into
the Saints Hall of Fame in 2019.

(continued on page 14)
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Bush works as an on-air college football
analyst for FOX Sports during the Big
Noon Kickoff show alongside his former
teammate Matt Leinart. Bush founded the
619 Charitable Fund, supporting youth in
San Diego, and he hosts the "Bush Family
Charitable Weekend" with proceeds going
to The Birthday Party Project. He is an
ambassador for Wings for Life World Run,
and he serves as a St. Jude Legends for
Charity Los Angeles host committee mem-
ber.
DWIGHT FREENEY
Syracuse University
Defensive End, 1998-2001

Holding the NCAA record for career
pass sacks per game, Dwight Freeney
unnerved opposing quarterbacks while
leading the Orange to three bowl berths
and authoring one of the best defensive
careers in Syracuse football history. The
Hartford, Connecticut, native now becomes
the 10th Cuse player to enter the College
Football Hall of Fame.

A 2001 unanimous First Team All-
American, Freeney was a finalist for the
Bednarik, Lombardi and Nagurski awards,
and he finished ninth in 2001 Heisman
Trophy voting. He holds the NCAA record
for career pass sacks per game (1.61), and
he finished his career as the NCAA leader
in single-season sacks with 17.5 in 2001.
He had eight forced fumbles in 2001,
which currently places him third in the
NCAA record books, and he averaged .67
forced fumbles per game in 2001. His 4.5
sacks against Virginia Tech on Oct. 21,
2000, set a conference record.

The 2001 team captain and MVP,
Freeney currently holds school records for
career (50.5) and single season tackle for
loss (25.5 in 2001) and forced fumbles in a
career (14). He finished his career with 104
tackles and 34 sacks, second only to
College Football Hall of Famer Tim Green
on Syracuse's all-time list.

Freeney led the Orange to three bowl
berths, including a 20-13 win over
Kentucky in the 1999 Music City Bowl and
a 26-3 victory over Kansas State in the
2001 Insight.com Bowl. During his four
seasons in upstate New York, he helped
guide the Cuse to a 31-17 record and a No.
25 final national ranking in 1998 and the
No. 14 spot in 2001. His efforts landed him
an invitation to participate in the 2002
Senior Bowl.

A two-time unanimous First Team All-
Big East performer and a two-time First
Team All-ECAC selection, Freeney helped
Syracuse claim the 1998 Big East title, and
he shared Defensive Player of the Year
honors with College Football Hall of
Famer Ed Reed (Miami, FL) in 2001.

Drafted in the first round of the NFL
Draft (11th overall) by the Colts, Freeney
played in Indianapolis from 2002-12, San
Diego (2013-14), Arizona (2015), Atlanta
(2016) and Seattle/Detroit (2017). He was
a seven-time Pro Bowl selection, and he
was named First Team All-Pro three times
(2004-05, 2009) and Second Team All-Pro

in 2003. He helped the Colts win Super
Bowl XLI in 2007.

Freeney founded the Dwight Freeney
Foundation, which gives back to under-
served communities. He is a supporter of
the Starkey Hearing Foundation, and his
charitable donations have also included the
West Indian Foundation, Blue Hills New
Testament Church of God and Bloomfield
High School.
ROBERT GALLERY
University of Iowa
Offensive Tackle, 2000-03

A mountain of a man at 6-foot-7, 325-
lbs, who also possessed speed and agility,
Robert Gallery dominated at left tackle and
helped transform the Hawkeye offense dur-
ing his time at Iowa. The Masonville, Iowa,
native now becomes the 11th Iowa player
to enter the College Football Hall of Fame.

Gallery started his career as a redshirt
freshman tight end on a team that had gone
1-10 the previous season during Kirk
Ferentz's first year at Iowa. Gallery played
the final six games at right tackle and the
Hawkeyes finished the season 3-9. The
Iowa-Ferentz transformation began in
earnest his sophomore season, and Gallery
started all 12 games at left tackle, con-
tributing to an offense that led the Big Ten
Conference in scoring with 32.6 points per
game. The team finished 7-5 with a 19-16
win over Texas Tech in the Alamo Bowl.

During his junior campaign, Gallery
started all 13 games at left tackle and was
named a First Team All-Big Ten selection.
He protected the blind side for quarterback
Brad Banks, who passed for an impressive
2,573 yards and 26 touchdowns as the
Davey O'Brien winner and Heisman
Trophy runner-up. Gallery also opened
holes for running backs Fred Russell and
Jermelle Lewis, who combined for 1,937
rushing yards and 17 touchdowns. The
team's point total ranked seventh in the
nation, averaging 37.2 points per game and
leading the Big Ten for a second straight
season. The team went 11-2, winning the
most games in program history and
claimed Iowa's first Big Ten title in 12
years. The Hawkeyes appeared in the
Orange Bowl and notched a No. 8 final AP
ranking.

His senior season, Gallery again earned
First Team Big Ten laurels, adding the
Outland Trophy and unanimous First Team
All-America honors to his résumé. He led
Iowa to another double-digit-win season
(10-3) and was named co-captain and co-
MVP for the season while also claiming
Big Ten Conference Offensive Lineman of
the Year honors. Iowa concluded the season
with a 37-17 victory against Florida in the
Outback Bowl and again finished No. 8 in
the final AP Poll, the first back-to-back top
10 finishes for Iowa since the 1950s.

A three-time First Team All-Big Ten
selection, Gallery also earned Academic
All-Big Ten honors for three consecutive
seasons. He was inducted into the
University of Iowa Athletics Hall of Fame
in 2017, and he was added to Iowa's

America Needs Farmers Wall of Honor at
Kinnick Stadium in 2015, recognizing stu-
dent-athletes for their tenacity, work ethic
and exemplifying the character of
American farmers.

Drafted second overall by Oakland in
the 2004 NFL Draft, Gallery played 104
career games with the Raiders (2004-10)
and Seahawks (2011), starting all but one
game.

Gallery currently owns Vintage Trucker
LLT, a company that supplies classic
American-made cars to pro athletes. He
resides in California, returning to his fami-
ly's farm in Masonville, Iowa, every fall to
help his parents harvest corn and soybeans.
LaMICHAEL JAMES
University of Oregon
Running Back, 2009-11

LaMichael James established himself
as one of the most thrilling and electrifying
players of his era, rushing for more than
5,000 yards and leading the Ducks to the
top of the national rankings during his
three seasons in Eugene. The Texarkana,
Texas, native now becomes the sixth
Oregon player to enter the College Football
Hall of Fame.

A two-time First Team All-American,
including unanimous accolades in 2010,
James claimed the Doak Walker Award in
2010 as the nation's best running back after
leading the nation in rushing yards (1,731),
yards from scrimmage (1,939) and touch-
downs (24). His stellar 2010 performance
also landed him third in Heisman Trophy
voting. Having launched his Ducks career
as a an FWAA Freshman All-American in
2009, he bookended his time in Eugene as
a finalist for the 2011 Doak Walker and
Paul Hornung awards.

James' efforts helped the Ducks amass a
34-6 record and three consecutive BCS
bowls, including an appearance in the 2011
Tostitos BCS National Championship
against Auburn and a 45-38 win over
Wisconsin in the 2012 Rose Bowl. With
James in the backfield, the Ducks finished
in the national rankings at No. 11 in 2009,
No. 3 in 2010 and No. 4 in 2011 while
claiming three Pac-10/12 championships.

A two-time First Team All-Conference
selection (2010, 2011), James became just
the third non-kicker since 1980 to lead the
Pac-12 in scoring in back-to-back years.
He is tied for second all-time with three
1,000-yard seasons in a career, and he is
one of three players in conference history
to rush for 1,700 yards in consecutive sea-
sons. Recognized as a Second Team All-
Conference performer as a freshman, he
was named the 2009 Pac-10 Freshman of
the Year while setting the Pac-12 record for
yards by a freshman (1,546).

A two-time Team MVP, James led
Oregon to its first 12-win season in school
history in 2010, repeating the feat in 2011.
He holds school records for career 200-
yard games (7), single-season yards per
rush (7.31 in 2011), rushing touchdowns in
a season (21 in 2010), rushes in a season
(294 in 2010), points scored in a season

(144 in 2010), and 100-yard games by a
freshman (9). He ranks second in program
history in career rushing yards (5,082),
career rushing touchdowns (53), career
100-yard games (26), career points (348),
rushing yards in a season (1,805 in 2010),
and rushing yards in a game (288 vs.
Arizona, 2011). He led the Ducks in rush-
ing all three seasons and in scoring his last
two seasons. He finished his career with
771 rushes for 5,082 yards and 53 touch-
downs, adding 51 receptions for 586 yards
and four touchdowns.

Drafted in the second round of the 2012
NFL Draft, James played for San Francisco
(2012-14) and Miami (2014-15).

He currently owns and operates Killer
Burger franchises in Lake Oswego and
Beaverton with a third location opening in
Eugene later this month.
DERRICK JOHNSON
University of Texas
Linebacker, 2001-04

One of an elite group of Longhorns to
earn consensus First Team All-America
honors multiple times, Derrick Johnson
was a versatile, big-play making linebacker
who was a key fixture in helping build the
foundation for College Football Hall of
Fame Coach Mack Brown's legacy in
Austin. The Waco, Texas, native now
becomes the 21st Texas player to enter the
College Football Hall of Fame.

A two-time First Team All-American,
consensus in 2003 and unanimous in 2004,
Johnson put together a career for the ages,
claiming the Butkus Award as the nation's
top linebacker and the Bronko Nagurski
Trophy as nation's top defender in 2004.
He finished 12th in Heisman Trophy vot-
ing and as a finalist for the Bednarik,
Lombardi and Lott IMPACT awards in
2004. His nine forced fumbles that season
place him in a tie for No. 1 in NCAA his-
tory for a single season. He was also
named the 2004 Big 12 Defensive Player
of the Year and 2004 Big 12 Male Athlete
of the Year. In 2003, he became the
Longhorns' first consensus First Team All-
America linebacker since 1983; was one of
three finalists for the Butkus Award; and
was named the team MVP. In 2001, he was
tabbed the Sporting News National
Freshman of the Year, a First-Team
Freshman All-American and Big 12 Co-
Defensive Freshman of the Year.

Texas posted a 43-8 record during his
tenure in Austin, and the Longhorns earned
four bowl appearances, including a 47-43
win over Washington in the 2001 Holiday
Bowl (with Johnson named the Defensive
MVP), a 35-20 victory over LSU in the
2003 Cotton Bowl, and a 38-37 victory in
the 2005 Rose Bowl against Michigan with
future College Football Hall of Fame team-
mate Vince Young under center. A three-
time First Team All-Big 12 performer,
Johnson's efforts helped the Longhorns
notch three 11-win seasons, while earning
impressive final national rankings each of
his four years: No. 5 in 2001, No. 6 in
2002, No. 12 in 2003 and No. 5 in 2004.
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The two-time UT Defensive MVP tal-
lied 458 career tackles, placing him at No.
3 in the school record books, and his 280
solo tackles rank him at No. 4 on the UT
career list. His 65 tackles for loss land him
at No. 1 in school annals, and he had 10.5
sacks, 30 pass breakups and nine intercep-
tions, with both the breakups and intercep-
tions being the most by a UT linebacker.
He added 11 forced fumbles and five fum-
ble recoveries during his time in Austin.

Drafted in the first round (15th overall)
in the 2005 NFL Draft by Kansas City, he
played with the Chiefs until 2017, becom-
ing the team's all-time leading tackler
(1,262). He was selected to the Pro Bowl
four times, and he finished his career in
2018 with the Raiders.

His accolades include the Texas
Athletics Hall of Honor, Texas Sports Hall
of Fame, Missouri Sports Hall of Fame,
and Texas High School Football Hall of
Fame.

He founded and currently serves as the
director of the Defend the Dream
Foundation in Austin, Texas, which pro-
vides low-income and inner-city youth the
opportunities and resources to reach their
full potential in school and in life. The
foundation has helped transform multiple
libraries and elementary schools into read-
ing areas called DJ's Discovery Dens, and
he has donated more than 25,000 children's
books.
BILL KOLLAR
Montana State University
Defensive Tackle, 1971-73

An amazing combination of quickness
and size, Bill Kollar dominated in the Big
Sky Conference in the early 1970s, disrupt-
ing offenses, blowing past linemen and
helping Montana State claim the 1972 con-
ference title. The Warren, Ohio, native now
becomes the first Montana State player to
ever enter the College Football Hall of
Fame.

A First Team All-American in 1973 and
a Second Team All-American in 1972,
Kollar led the Bobcats to the 1972 Big Sky
Championship and an 8-3 record for head
coach Sonny Holland. The following sea-
son, the team finished in second place at 7-
4. College Football Hall of Fame Coach
Dennis Erickson, who was an assistant on
Holland's staff at the time, described Kollar
and his athleticism as creating havoc for
opponents, either by penetrating all along
the line or by making plays all over the
field, reminding him of Warren Sapp
whom he later coached at Miami (FL).

In 1973, the first season Montana State
recorded defensive stats, Kollar registered
107 tackles, one sack, three pass break ups
and three fumble recoveries. Kollar was
named the 1972 Big Sky Defensive Player
of the Year, and he was a three-time First
Team All-Big Sky performer, becoming the
first lineman and second defensive player
in Big Sky annals to earn all-conference
honors three times.

Kollar, who weighed 267 pounds and
was clocked at 4.63 seconds in the 40-yard

dash, earned an invite to the 1974 Senior
Bowl, claiming MVP honors in the game
to become the first defensive player to earn
the recognition. He also played in the East-
West Shrine Game and was selected to play
in the Blue-Gray Game and All-America
Bowl.

Kollar's No. 77 is one of four retired at
Montana State, and he has been inducted
into the Bobcat Athletics Hall of Fame,
Montana Football Hall of Fame, Senior
Bowl Hall of Fame (commemorating his
1974 MVP performance), and Warren
Sports Hall of Fame in his hometown.

Drafted in the first round (24th overall)
of the 1974 NFL Draft by Cincinnati,
Kollar played for the Bengals from 1974-
77 and the Buccaneers from 1977-82. In
1974, he earned a spot on the NFL All-
Rookie Team.

Kollar currently serves as a
defensive/special projects coach for the
Denver Broncos. His NFL coaching career,
which began in 1984, also includes stints
with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Atlanta
Falcons, St. Louis Rams, Buffalo Bills and
the Houston Texans. He appeared on the
sidelines as a coach in Super Bowl XXXIII
(Atlanta), Super Bowl XXXVI (St. Louis)
and helped Denver win Super Bowl 50. He
also coached in the college ranks at Illinois
and Purdue in the 1980s. Kollar has volun-
teered with the Montana Special Olympics
and served as the Crusade Chairman of the
Clermont County (OH) Unit of the
American Cancer Society.
LUKE KUECHLY
Boston College
Linebacker, 2009-11

Possessing a powerful combination of
size, speed and football intellect, Luke
Kuechly “looked like Clark Kent and
played like Superman.” He amassed the
second-most career tackles in the NCAA
record books, becoming the most decorated
defensive player in Boston College history.
The Cincinnati, Ohio, native now becomes
the eighth Eagles player to enter the
College Football Hall of Fame.

A two-time First Team All-American,
unanimous in 2010 and consensus in 2011,
Kuechly made a "clean sweep" of national
defensive honors in 2011, including the
Bronko Nagurski Trophy, the Butkus
Award, the Rotary Lombardi Award and
the Lott IMPACT Trophy after leading all
collegiate football players in tackles (191)
and solo tackles (102). In 2010, Kuechly
also led the nation in tackles with 183,
including 110 solo tackles. In 2009, he was
named a Freshman All-American by the
FWAA and registered 158 tackles, includ-
ing 87 solo tackles. His combined three-
year total gave him 532 career total tackles,
which ranks second in NCAA history. His
14.0 total tackles per game places him No.
1 in NCAA history, and his 7.87 solo tack-
les per game rank second in NCAA annals.

Kuechly's efforts helped the Eagles
secure two bowl appearances, the 2009
Emerald Bowl against Southern California
and the 2010 Fight Hunger Bowl against

Nevada. Despite losses in both games,
Kuechly earned Defensive MVP honors in
each.

The 2011 ACC Defensive Player of the
Year, Kuechly was a three-time First Team
All-ACC selection and the 2009 ACC
Defensive Rookie of the Year. He led the
conference in tackles per game in each of
his three seasons. The 2011 team captain
and MVP finished his career as BC's all-
time leader in career tackles (532), career
solo tackles (299) and single-season tackles
(191 in 2011). He recorded at least 10 tack-
les in 34-of-38 career games, including a
streak of 33-straight games. He ranks third
all-time at BC with 44 career tackles for
loss. He finished his career with three
sacks, seven interceptions, two forced fum-
bles, four fumble recoveries, and 10 pass
breakups.

Drafted No. 9 overall in the 2012 NFL
Draft by Carolina, Kuechly played for the
Panthers his entire career from 2012-19,
earning five Pro Bowl selections and start-
ing in Super Bowl 50 for the franchise. He
was named the 2012 AP Defensive Rookie
of the Year and 2013 AP and TSN
Defensive Player of the Year.

Kuechly was selected as a member of
the FWAA's 75th Anniversary Team in
2015, and Boston College retired his jersey
in 2016.

He currently works as a commentator
on the Carolina Panthers radio broadcast
team, and he assists with the D.J. Moore
Pro Camp. A brand ambassador for Q-
Collar, a medical device designed to reduce
the risk of traumatic brain injury, Kuechly
participated in the NFF's Future for
Football campaign in 2022, highlighting
the cutting-edge technology that is making
the sport safer.
JEREMY MACLIN
University of Missouri
Wide Receiver/Kick Returner, 2007-08

Cited by many as the most electrifying
player to ever don a Mizzou uniform,
Jeremy Maclin dazzled fans in Columbia,
impacting the game on offense and special
teams during one of the most successful
runs in school history. He is the only Tiger
ever to be named a two-time First Team
All-American, and the Kirkwood,
Missouri, native now becomes the eighth
Mizzou player to enter the College Football
Hall of Fame.

The only freshman in Missouri history
to be named a First Team All-American,
Maclin claimed consensus honors in 2007
as an all-purpose/return specialist. In 2008,
he earned First Team status again, making
him the only player in Missouri history to
be a two-time First Team All-American.
Maclin holds the NCAA record for all-pur-
pose yards as a freshman (198.3 ypg in
2007), and he led the FBS in all-purpose
ypg (202.4) in 2008, competing as a final-
ist for the Biletnikoff Award that season.

Playing for College Football Hall of
Fame Coach Gary Pinkel, Maclin and the
Tigers amassed a 22-6 record during his
run in Columbia. The team notched con-

secutive bowl victories, claiming a 37-8
win in the Cotton Bowl over Arkansas after
the 2007 season. The following year, the
Tigers beat Northwestern, 30-23, in the
2008 Alamo Bowl, and Maclin earned
Offensive MVP honors after catching an
overtime game-winning touchdown pass
from quarterback and NFF National
Scholar-Athlete Chase Daniel. Mizzou fin-
ished with a No. 4 national ranking in 2007
and a No. 16 national ranking in 2008.

A two-time First Team All-Big 12 per-
former, Maclin earned conference
Freshman of the Year honors in 2007. He
set Big 12 records for all-purpose yards as
a freshman (2,776 in 2007) and as a sopho-
more (2,833 in 2008), and the Tigers
claimed back-to-back Big 12 North titles.

In just two years at Mizzou and after
missing the 2006 season due to an injury,
Maclin broke school records for all-pur-
pose yards in a career (5,609), single sea-
son (2,833 in 2008) and single game (260
vs. K-State in 2007). He boasts the top two
single-season all-purpose-yard performanc-
es in school history, and he holds nine of
the top 20 single-game all-purpose-yard
performances in Mizzou annals. His aver-
age combined kick return yards in a career
(19.7) and single-season combined kick
return yards (1,346 in 2007) stand as
school records, and he ranks second all-
time in 100-yard receiving games (10) and
single-season receiving (102 receptions for
1,260 yards in 2008). He ranks fifth all-
time at Missouri in career receiving yards
(2,315) despite only playing two seasons.

He finished his career with 182 recep-
tions for 2,315 yards and 22 touchdowns,
adding 91 career rushes for 668 yards and
three touchdowns on the ground. He tallied
48 career punt returns for 577 yards and
three touchdowns and 85 kickoff returns
for 2,049 yards and two touchdowns.

Drafted in the first round (19th overall)
by Philadelphia in 2009, he played for the
Eagles until 2014, Kansas City from 2015-
16 and Baltimore in 2017. He was a 2014
Pro Bowl selection. Maclin was inducted
into the Mizzou Athletics Intercollegiate
Hall of Fame in 2014, and he was named
an SEC Legend in 2019.

After retiring, he became a high school
football coach at his alma mater, Kirkwood
High School in the St. Louis area. He
founded the J-Mac Gives Back charitable
foundation, which provides donations and
opportunities to underprivileged children,
and he has hosted numerous football
camps, backpack giveaways and surprise
Mother's Day events.
TERANCE MATHIS
University of New Mexico
Wide Receiver, 1985-87, 1989

Terance Mathis arrived at the University
of New Mexico as an unrecruited player,
but he seized the opportunity and finished
his career as the school's first-ever consen-
sus First Team All-American. 
The Detroit, Michigan, native also set the
NCAA record for career receiving yards

(continued on page 16)
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and career receptions and now becomes
just the second player in Lobos history to
enter the College Football Hall of Fame.

A1989 consensus First Team All-
American and a Third Team All-American
in 1987 (making him both the Lobos' first
consensus and first two-time All-
American), Mathis finished his career as
the NCAA's all-time leader in career recep-
tions (263) and receiving yards (4,254). He
left New Mexico as the first player in
NCAA history with 200 receptions, 4,000
receiving yards and 6,000 all-purpose yards
in a career, and he set NCAA records for
most games with a touchdown reception
(26) and kickoff returns for a touchdown
(3). His accomplishments earned him the
national spotlight and invitations to the
1990 Hula and Senior bowls.

A three-time First Team All-WAC selec-
tion (1986-87, 1989), Mathis held the WAC
record for all-purpose yards in a career
(6,691) until 2012. A two-time team MVP
and recipient of the Reese Hill Award as
the team's top offensive player, Mathis set
24 UNM records by career's end, still hold-
ing numerous career records, including
receptions (263) receiving yards (4,254)
TD receptions (36), kickoff returns (91)
and all-purpose yards (6,691). The 1989
team captain, Mathis led the Lobos in
receiving and all-purpose yards in all four
years of his career, and he led the team in
scoring in 1987 (50) and 1989 (98). He
boasts six of the top 10 single-game-receiv-
ing performances in school annals.

He finished his career with 263 recep-
tions for 4,254 yards and 36 touchdowns,
adding 80 rushes for 393 yards on the
ground, and he returned 91 kickoffs for
1,993 yards and three touchdowns and 23
punts for 115 yards during his career.

Drafted in the sixth round by the New
York Jets, he played for the Jets (1990-93),
Falcons (1994-01) and Steelers (2002). He
was named a 1994 Second Team All-Pro
and Pro Bowl selection. He played for the
Falcons in Super Bowl XXXIII, and he
was Atlanta Falcons "Man of the Year" in
1998.

He was inducted into the UNM Athletic
Hall of Honor inductee in 2013 and UMN
Ring of Honor in 2017. He was named to
UNM's "100 Seasons of Football" All-Time
Team and the WAC All-Decade Team of
the 1980s.

After his playing career, he worked in
NASCAR, forming Victory Motorsports in
2005 and then serving as a vice president
of Marketing for Leavine Family Racing, a
part-time Sprint Cup Series team. He then
became a football coach, serving as the
offensive coordinator at Savannah State
University and now as the head coach at
Pinecrest Academy outside of Atlanta,
Georgia.

In 1996, he founded the Terance Mathis
Foundation, focusing on serving the
Atlanta community by adopting Christmas
families, distributing Easter baskets, and
supporting other charities in their efforts to
assist those in need.

BRYANT McKINNIE
University of Miami, FL
Offensive Tackle, 2000-01

At 6-foot-8 and more than 350 pounds,
Bryant McKinnie overpowered and domi-
nated his opponents, never allowing a sin-
gle sack during his entire college career
and helping the 2001 Miami Hurricanes
claim the national title. The Woodbury,
New Jersey, native becomes the ninth
Hurricane player to enter the College
Football Hall of Fame, joining his team-
mates Dan Morgan and Ed Reed who have
previously been inducted.

A unanimous First Team All-American
in 2001, McKinnie claimed the 2001
Outland Trophy as the best interior lineman
in the nation, and he was named the
National Player of the Year by CNNSI.com
while finishing eighth in 2001 Heisman
Trophy voting.

The Canes went to 23-1 during his time
in Coral Gables, and the team notched
back-to-back postseason wins, beating
Florida, 37-20, in the 2001 Sugar Bowl and
claiming the national title with a 37-14 vic-
tory over Nebraska in the 2002 BCS
National Championship Game at the Rose
Bowl. Miami finished no lower than No. 2
nationally in his two seasons with the
Canes, and McKinnie played a key role on
an offensive unit that ranked No. 2 in 2000
and No. 3 in 2001 nationally in total
offense. In 2001, McKinnie anchored an
offensive line that averaged 5.3 yards per
rushing attempt and 43.2 points per game
on the way to an undefeated season and the
national title.

McKinnie blocked for back-to-back
1,000-yard rushers and protected his
Maxwell Award-winning QB Ken Dorsey,
who threw for 2,737 yards in 2000 and
2,652 yards in 2001. His hallmark perform-
ance came when he dominated in Miami's
59-0 victory against Syracuse in 2001,
never allowing a QB sack during 52 plays.
In 2000, he had another signature game
versus archrival Florida State, shutting
down FSU's highly acclaimed defense in
the Canes' 27-24 victory.

A two-time First Team All-Big East
selection, McKinnie led the Canes to two
Big East titles (2000, 2001) and a perfect
14-0 conference record during his career.
He was named 2001 Big East Player of the
Year by The Football News, and he helped
the Canes lead the conference in passing
yards and total offense both years.

Selected seventh overall by Minnesota
in the 2002 NFL Draft, McKinnie played
for the Vikings (2002-10), Ravens (2011-
13) and Dolphins (2013). He was a 2009
Pro Bowl selection, and he helped
Baltimore win Super Bowl XLVII.

Bryant graduated summa cum laude
from Miami with a degree in psychology in
2002, and he was inducted into the
University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame
in 2012. He is small business owner and
local media contributor. He established the
B Major Foundation to provide financial,
educational and social resources to single-

parent households and to promote AIDS
awareness among youths.
COREY MOORE
Virginia Tech
Defensive Lineman, 1997-99

Corey Moore brought an extreme inten-
sity and physicality to every single play,
relentlessly disrupting opposing offenses
en route to becoming the most decorated
defensive player to wear a Hokie uniform.
The Brownsville, Tennessee, native now
becomes only the fifth Virginia Tech player
to enter the College Football Hall of Fame.

A two-time First Team All-American,
and just the second Hokie ever to earn
unanimous honors (1999), Moore became
the first player in history to claim both
Lombardi Award and Bronko Nagurski
Trophy in the same season. As the leader
of Virginia Tech's famed "Lunch Pail
Defense," Moore anchored the effort,
which saw the Hokies led the nation in
rushing defense (85.0 ypg) and first downs
allowed (352) during the 1998 and 1999
seasons and the nation in scoring defense
(10.5 ppg) in 1999. The Football News
named him the Defensive Player of the
Year in 1999.

The team went 27-9 during his three
seasons in Blacksburg, including three
bowl berths. The team posted a 7-5 record
in 1997, appearing in the 1998 Gator Bowl.
The following year, the Hokies improved
to 9-3 on the season, defeating Alabama,
38-7, in the Music City Bowl with Moore
claiming game MVP honors. In 1999, the
Hokies and Hall of Fame coach Frank
Beamer crafted the best performance in
school history, finishing 11-1 and ranking
No. 2 in the final AP Poll after playing in
the BCS National Championship Game
against Florida State in the 2000 Sugar
Bowl, the school's first ever appearance in
a national title game.

The two-time Big East Defensive
Player of the Year, Moore helped the
Hokies claim the 1999 Big East title, and
he twice led the conference in sacks, post-
ing 17.5 in 1999 and 13.5 in 1998. He was
named the recipient of the Dudley Award
by the Richmond Times Dispatch as the
top player in the State of Virginia in 1999.

He finished his career with 166 tackles,
58 tackles for loss, 35 sacks, four pass
breakups, three fumble recoveries (includ-
ing one returned for a touchdown), six
forced fumbles and three blocked kicks.
Moore is the only player in Virginia Tech
history who longtime defensive coordinator
Bud Foster has bestowed lifetime posses-
sion of "The Pail," the iconic object among
Hokie defensive players, signifying blue-
collar hard work. The Hokies retired
Moore's jersey in 2010.

Drafted in the third round of the 2000
NFL by Buffalo, he played for the Bills for
a single season then later signed a two-year
contract with Miami.

Moore currently works in real estate
development. He earned a master's degree
in student affairs from Michigan State, and
he is working towards a doctorate in higher

education administration. He previously
worked as an academic advisor and
recruiter of minority and first-generation
college students at Michigan State.
MICHAEL STONEBREAKER
University of Notre Dame
Linebacker, 1986, 1988, 1990

Using his exceptional football instincts
and pass-coverage abilities, Michael
Stonebreaker stood in the center of a Notre
Dame defense that helped the undefeated
Irish team capture the national title in
1988. The River Ridge, Louisiana, native
now becomes the 49th Notre Dame player
to enter the College Football Hall of Fame,
joining his head coach Lou Holtz and
teammates Tim Brown, Raghib "Rocket"
Ismail, Aaron Taylor and Chris Zorich as
inductees.

A two-time First Team All-American,
earning consensus honors in 1988 and
unanimous laurels in 1990, Stonebreaker
finished third in the Butkus Award voting
in both 1988 and 1990. During his three
seasons playing in South Bend, the Irish
went 26-9, including the undefeated 1988
season, which culminated with a 34-21 vic-
tory over West Virginia in the 1989 Fiesta
Bowl and Notre Dame claiming the nation-
al title. Stonebreaker registered 104 tackles
in 1988, second most on the team, playing
for Holtz and defensive coordinator Barry
Alvarez, who would later enter the College
Football Hall of Fame for his accomplish-
ments as a head coach at Wisconsin.
Stonebreaker led Notre Dame with 95 tack-
les in 1990 after missing entire 1989 sea-
son. During his senior campaign,
Stonebreaker was responsible for three of
the biggest late-game defensive plays of
the season. Against Michigan in the first
game of the season, he made a game-decid-
ing interception in the fourth quarter for a
28-24 win. The following week,
Stonebreaker made another fourth quarter
pick to secure a 20-19 victory over
Michigan State. Midway through the sea-
son against the No. 2 ranked Miami
Hurricanes, he sealed a 29-20 upset with a
fourth-quarter fumble recovery at the Irish
two-yard line.

The team went 9-3, earning a trip to the
1991 Orange Bowl to play Colorado who
claimed a 10-9 win and a share of the
national title. The Irish finished No. 6 in
the final polls, and Stonebreaker received
invitations to the Japan and Hula bowls.

During his three seasons in South Bend,
he tallied 220 career tackles, eight pass
breakups and five interceptions, including
one returned for a touchdown.

Selected in the ninth round of the 1991
NFL Draft by the Chicago Bears,
Stonebreaker played three seasons in the
league with Chicago, Atlanta, and New
Orleans. He played one season in the
World League for the Frankfurt Galaxy in
1995.

He currently resides in New Orleans,
and he is the owner and operating partner
of N.O. Brew Coffee, a cold-drip, hand-
crafted coffee product. He donates coffee 
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grounds from N.O. Brew to The School at
Blair Grocery. Stonebreaker has worked
with Saveourlake.com to raise awareness
for coastal erosion since 2005, and he is a
member of Notre Dame NCSA Advisory
Board.
TIM TEBOW
University of Florida
Quarterback, 2006-09

Ranking among the most decorated ath-
letes in college football history, Tim
Tebow played with passion and leadership
skills equaled by few, inspiring his Gator
teammates to a pair of national champi-
onships while becoming the first sopho-
more in history to win the Heisman
Trophy. The Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida,
product now becomes the 10th Gator play-
er to enter the College Football Hall of
Fame.

A consensus First Team All-American
in 2007, Tebow claimed the 2007 Heisman
Trophy, repeating as a Heisman finalist in
2008 and 2009. He became only the second
player in college football annals to repeat
as the Maxwell Award winner (2007 and
2008), and he was awarded the 2007 Davey
O'Brien Award.

Tebow led Florida to two BCS National
Championships, earning MVP honors fol-
lowing the 2009 title game, and he set five
NCAA records during his career, helping
the Gators rank in the top three in the final
AP Polls in three of his four years. Florida
went 48-7 during Tebow's time in
Gainesville, and the Gators became the
first FBS team to record back-to-back 13-
win seasons (2008-09).

The Gators appeared in four consecu-
tive bowl games during Tebow's time in
Gainesville, including victories at the 2007
Tostitos BCS National Championship
Game, the 2009 FedEx BCS National
Championship Game, and the 2010 Allstate
Sugar Bowl.

A three-time SEC Offensive Player of
the Year and First Team All-SEC selection
(2007-09), Tebow led the Gators to the
SEC title in 2006 and 2008 (MVP of 2008
game) and three SEC East titles (2006,
2008-09). He made the All-SEC Freshman
Team in 2006, and he was named the 2007
Roy Kramer SEC Male Athlete of the Year.
He set 14 conference records during his
career and his 48-7 career record made him
part of the winningest senior class in SEC
history.

The two-time team captain set 28
school records during his career and led
UF during a school-record 22-game win-
ning streak (2007-09). He threw for 9,285
yards and 88 touchdowns while also rush-
ing for 2,947 yards and 55 touchdowns in
his career. He was the first player in
NCAA history to rush and pass for at least
20 touchdowns in a season.

A member of the 2009 NFF National
Scholar-Athlete Class, Tebow claimed NFF
William V. Campbell Trophy, and he
becomes the fourth Campbell honoree to
enter the Hall. The first player to be named
Academic All-America of the Year for

University Division Football in two consec-
utive years, he won an NCAA Top VIII
Award and was a three-time Academic All-
American and SEC Academic Honor Roll
selection. For his community work in col-
lege, he was awarded the 2008 Wuerffel
Trophy and the 2008 Disney Wide World
of Sports Spirit Award.

He was added to the Florida Football
Ring of Honor in 2018 and inducted into
the University of Florida Hall of Fame in
2020. He is included in the University of
Florida Hall of Fame Bronze Statues on the
west side of Ben Hill Griffin Stadium
along with College Football Hall of Fame
inductees Steve Spurrier and Danny
Wuerffel.

Drafted in the first round of the 2010
NFL Draft by Denver, he helped the
Broncos to a playoff win during the 2011
season, and he played for the Jets in 2012.
He played minor league baseball for the
New York Mets from 2016-21.

Currently residing in Jacksonville,
Florida, Tebow works as a philanthropist,
motivational speaker, author, film producer
and broadcaster with ESPN and SEC
Network. His charitable work and the Tim
Tebow Foundation focuses on special
needs ministries, orphan care and preven-
tion, children with profound medical needs
and anti-human trafficking.
TROY VINCENT, Sr.
University of Wisconsin
Defensive Back, 1988-91

The first player to earn First Team All-
America honors under future College
Football Hall of Fame Coach Barry
Alvarez, Troy Vincent, Sr., established
himself as one of the most dominant play-
ers in the Big Ten during his time in
Madison. The Trenton, New Jersey, native
becomes the 11th Wisconsin player to enter
the College Football Hall of Fame.

Playing on teams that only won four
games during his first three seasons and
went 9-35 during his career, Vincent helped
lay the groundwork for Alvarez who took
over the head job in 1990 and would turn
the Badgers into perennial contenders.

A First Team All-American in 1991,
Vincent was named Big Ten Co-Defensive
Player of the Year and a runner-up for the
1991 Thorpe Award. A two-time All-Big
Ten selection, he earned First Team honors
as a senior and Second Team honors as a
junior. He led the league in punt returns
(17 for 235 yards) in 1989, and he is tied
for ninth all-time in punts returned for
touchdowns with three in the Big Ten. In
1990, he set the UW season record for pass
breakups with 13.

The team captain and team MVP as a
senior, Vincent finished his college career
as school leader in punt return yards (773,
now third all-time) and passes defended
(31, now tied for eighth all-time). He
amassed 192 tackles, 31 passes defended
and four interceptions during his time in
Madison. He recorded 66 punt returns for
773 yards and three touchdowns, and he
returned 22 kickoffs for 485 yards.

A 1992 nominee for Jesse Owens Big
Ten Athlete of the Year Award, Vincent
played in the Japan Bowl and the East-
West Shrine Game in 1992.

Taken in the first round (seventh overall)
of the 1992 NFL Draft by Miami, he
played with the Dolphins (1992-95),
Eagles (1996-03), Bills (2004-06) and
Washington (2006). He was a five-time Pro
Bowl selection and three-time All-Pro pick.
Vincent is the only player in history to
have received the NFL Walter Payton Man
of the Year award, the NFL Players
Association Byron Whizzer White Award
and the Sporting News Good Guy Award.

Vincent received the NCAA 2017 Silver
Anniversary Award; 2017 Big Ten Ford-
Kinnick Leadership Award; 2022 Black
College Football Hall of Fame Founders
Award. He was inducted into the to the,
Pennsbury HS Athletic Hall of Fame in
2003, the UW Athletic Hall of Fame in
2008, the State of Pennsylvania Football
Hall of Fame in 2011, and Philadelphia
Eagles Hall of Fame in 2012. He received
the Outstanding Contribution to Amateur
Football Award from the Delaware Valley
Chapter of the National Football
Foundation in 2000, and he has also been
honored by the New Jersey General
Assembly with "Troy Vincent Day."

Vincent serves as the Executive Vice
President of Football Operations for the
National Football League. He is the recipi-
ent of the 2012 Jefferson Award from the
American Institute for Public Service for
outstanding public service by an athlete,
and the 2022 Council of Urban
Professionals Breakthrough Leadership
Award.

Vincent is an advocate against domestic
violence and sexual assault. Being directly
affected by domestic violence, both
Vincent and his wife, Tommi, share a pas-
sion and commitment to promoting the
message of "Leadership Over Violence".
They serve their community through devel-
oping and advancing policies and initia-
tives aimed at ending domestic violence
and sexual assault.

Additionally, through their foundation,
Love Thy Neighbor, the Vincent family is
dedicated to humanitarian efforts defined
by giving back to those in need throughout
communities across America, beginning
with their hometown of Trenton, NJ.
Vincent serves on the board of directors for
the Love Thy Neighbor Foundation, the
Roundabout Theatre Company, the Ross
Initiative for Sports Equality (RISE) and
the Brian Dawkins Impact Foundation.
BRIAN WESTBROOK
Villanova University
Running Back, 1997-98, 2000-01

One of the most versatile and tenacious
players to ever set foot on the gridiron,
Brian Westbrook did it all at Villanova,
becoming the first player in college history
to finish with at least 1,000 rushing yards
and 1,000 receiving yards in a season. The
Fort Washington, Maryland, native now
becomes the first Villanova player to ever

enter the College Football Hall of Fame.
Westbrook became the first player in

Villanova history to earn First Team All-
America honors in three different seasons,
spending time as a running back, wide
receiver and as an all-purpose player. In
2001, he claimed the Walter Payton Award
as the best Football Championship
Subdivision (FCS) player in the nation
after being a finalist the preceding season.

Playing for Hall of Fame Coach Andy
Talley, Westbrook finished his Wildcat
career holding 41 school records, 19 con-
ference marks and five NCAA records. As
a sophomore in 1998, the 5-9, 190-pound
Westbrook became the only player in the
history of college football at any level to
rush for 1,000 yards and receive for 1,000
yards in the same season (1,046 rushing,
1,144 receiving).

A two-time Atlantic 10 Offensive Player
of the Year and a three-time First Team All-
Atlantic 10 selection, Westbrook rushed for
4,298 yards and 54 touchdowns in his
career, averaging 6.2 yards per carry. He
also amassed 2,582 receiving yards (aver-
aging 11.7 yards per catch) and 30 receiv-
ing scores while adding 2,289 yards and
five touchdowns on kickoff and punt
returns. In the final game of his collegiate
career, Westbrook broke the NCAA All-
Divisions record with 9,512 career all-pur-
pose yards. A two-time ECAC Player of
the Year, the team went 31-15 during
Westbrook's career, including an undefeat-
ed regular season in 1997 and conference
titles in 1997 and 2001.

The school's all-time leading rusher and
scorer, Westbrook was one of just five FCS
players selected to play in the 2002 Senior
Bowl. A 2005 Villanova Wall of Fame hon-
oree, his jersey has been retired, and he
was inducted into the Villanova Varsity
Club Hall of Fame in 2016.

A third-round pick (91st overall) in the
2002 NFL Draft by Philadelphia,
Westbrook played for the Eagles from
2002-09, appearing in Super Bowl
XXXIX. He played for San Francisco in
2010. Westbrook was a Pro Bowl selection
twice (2004, 2007) and a First Team All-
Pro pick in 2007. He was elected to the
Philadelphia Eagles Hall of Fame and the
Philadelphia Eagles 75th Anniversary
Team.

Westbrook works as an NFL analyst for
FS1, the Bleacher Report and 97.5 The
Fanatic. He established the Brian
Westbrook Foundation, which serves
underprivileged youth by enriching their
financial knowledge, leadership and life
skills, and vocational training.
DeANGELO WILLIAMS
University of Memphis
Running Back, 2002-05

An elusive running back who rewrote
the record books, DeAngelo Williams
transformed the Memphis program, leading
the Tigers to three-straight bowl games for
the first time in school history. The Wynne,
Arkansas, native now becomes the first

(continued on page 18)
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A First Team All-American in 2005,
Williams finished seventh in Heisman
Trophy voting and was named a finalist for
the Doak Walker Award. An AP Third
Team All-American in 2004, Williams set
an NCAA record with 34 games of 100-
plus yards rushing, and he finished his
career as the FBS record holder in all-pur-
pose yards (7,573), now ranking fourth. By
career's end, he ranked fourth (now sixth)
in FBS history with 6,026 career rushing
yards. He ended his senior campaign
ranked No. 1 nationally in rushing, with an
average of 178.55 yards per game.

The Tigers averaged eight wins per sea-
son from 2003 to 2005 behind Williams,
and the team earned three-consecutive
bowl appearances, the first time in school
history. The Tigers won the 2003 New
Orleans Bowl, and Williams claimed MVP
honors in the Tigers' victory in the 2005
Motor City Bowl.

A three-time Conference USA
Offensive Player of the Year and a three-
time First Team All-C-USA performer
(2003-05), he remains C-USA's all-time
leading rusher (6,026 yards – more than
700 yards more than the player in second
place). He finished his career as the confer-
ence's all-time leader in career rushing
touchdowns (55), total touchdowns (60),
carries (969), yards per carry (6.2), and
100-yard games (34). He was named to the
2002 C-USA All-Freshman Team.

Williams also holds virtually every
career, single-season and single-game rush-
ing record in Memphis history, including
career rushing yards (6,026 – nearly 2,500
more yards than the player in second),
career carries (969), career touchdowns
(60), career rushing touchdowns (55) and
100-yard games (34). He boasts the top
two single-season rushing performances in
school history with 1,964 yards in 2005
and 1,948 yards in 2004.

He ranks fourth all-time in scoring at
Memphis (362 points), the most points ever
by a non-kicker, and he led the Tigers in
scoring his final two seasons. He finished
career with 969 rushes for 6,026 yards and
55 touchdowns, adding 70 receptions for
723 receiving yards and five touchdowns in
career. He also returned 60 kickoffs (22.3
avg.) in his career.

He won the inaugural ARA Sportsman
ship Award in 2005, and he was the MVP
of the 2006 Senior Bowl. In 2012, the
school renamed the team MVP award as
the "DeAngelo Williams MVP Award" in
his honor. Memphis retired his jersey in
2006, and he was selected to the M Club
Hall of Fame in 2014. He was an inaugural
member of the C-USA Hall of Fame in
2019.

Drafted in the first round (27th overall)
by Carolina in 2006, he played with the
Panthers until 2014 and then for the
Steelers from 2015-16. He twice led the
NFL in rushing touchdowns (2008, 2015).
He earned a trip to the Pro Bowl in 2009
and was named a Second Team All-Pro in
2008.

After retiring from football, Williams
made a brief tour as a professional wrestler
in 2017, and he participated in season 32 of
the Amazing Race on CBS in 2020, finish-
ing fourth. His charitable activities include
the DeAngelo Williams Foundation, which
he founded in 2006 in honor of his mother,
Sandra, and four aunts who passed away
from breast cancer. The Foundation's "53
Strong for Sandra" program, has assisted
nearly 1,000 low-income women with
mammogram and cancer treatments.
MONTE CATER
Lakeland [WI] (1981-1986), Shepherd
[WV] (1987-2017)
Head Coach, 275-117-2 (70.1%)

After 37 years as a head coach, Monte
Cater retired following the 2017 season as
the nation's winningest active football
coach among all NCAA levels, earning
wins in more than 70 percent of his games
and notching a total of 275 victories. The
Shelbyville, Illinois, native now becomes
the first person from either Lakeland
University (WI) or Shepherd University
(WV) to enter the College Football Hall of
Fame.

Cater's teams made 13 postseason
appearances (NAIA – 2, Division II – 11)
during his career, and his teams appeared
16 times in the final national rankings. In
2015, he led Shepherd to the Division II
championship game, finishing as the
national runner-up. His teams claimed
three Super Region One titles, and
Shepherd led the nation in rush defense
from 2011-2014. He coached 24 First
Team All-America players, including 2007
Division II Rimington Award winner Ryan
Pope, and he was named the Vince
Lombardi Foundation Coach of the Year in
2015.

Named conference coach of the year 13
times during his career, he won at least a
share of 17 conference titles (13 WVIAC
and 4 MEC), giving him the most victories
and coaching titles in West Virginia
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
(WVIAC) history. His teams went unde-
feated in conference play 11 times, and he
coached 182 First Team All-Conference
players.

Cater had only four losing seasons in his
31 years at Shepherd, and he posted win-
ning records during each of his final 14
years with the Rams. He posted six unde-
feated regular seasons, including his last
three from 2015-17, and his 245-93-1
(.724) record in 31 seasons at Shepherd
makes him the winningest coach in school
history.

Prior to coming to Shepherd, Cater was
the primary architect in reviving the
Lakeland College program in Plymouth,
Wisconsin. He led the Muskies to a 30-24-
1 record in six seasons, winning three con-
ference titles in his last four seasons while
garnering Coach of the Year honors twice.

Cater began his collegiate coaching
career as an offensive line coach at his
alma mater, Millikin University (IL), where
he would also serve as co-offensive coordi-

nator. During his coaching stint at Millikin,
the Big Blue posted a record of 28-8.

Cater has been inducted to the West
Virginia Sports Hall of Fame (2020),
Shepherd Hall of Fame (2007) and the
Millikin Athletics Hall of Fame (1999). He
served as Shepherd's athletics director from
1993-2004, and he served as a member of
the NCAA Division II Football Committee
and the AFCA Board of Coaches. In addi-
tion to graduating with a degree in physical
education from Millikin in 1971, Cater
earned his Master's in physical education
from Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale.
PAUL JOHNSON
Georgia Southern University (1997-
2001), United States Naval Academy
(2002-2007), Georgia Tech (2008-2018)
Head Coach, 189-99-0 (65.6%)

Capitalizing on his patented spread
option offense – one of the most innovative
offensive schemes in all of college football
– Paul Johnson took three programs to the
top of their respective conferences and the
national rankings, winning two national
titles, five conference championships and
making 18 bowl appearances. The
Newland, North Carolina, native now
becomes the first coach from Georgia
Southern, the fourth coach from Georgia
Tech, and the fifth coach from Navy to
enter the College Football Hall of Fame.

In his last stop at Georgia Tech, Johnson
went 82-60 during 11 seasons, and the
Yellow Jackets appeared in the final nation-
al rankings in 2008 (No. 22), 2009 (No.
13), and 2014 (No. 8). He led Georgia Tech
to nine bowl games, including two New
Year's Six bowls (Orange 2009, 2014). The
Yellow Jackets appeared in three ACC
Championship games during his tenure and
won the ACC Coastal Division four times.
His Georgia Tech teams led the ACC in
rushing offense every year, and he was
named ACC Coach of the Year three times
(2008, 2009, 2014). He is the fourth-win-
ningest coach at Georgia Tech behind John
Heisman, William Alexander, and Bobby
Dodd, who are all in College Football Hall
of Fame. He coached two of nine total 10-
win seasons and one of five 11-win seasons
in Georgia Tech history.

At Navy, he inherited a program that
had gone 1-20 in the previous two seasons.
Johnson transformed the program, and dur-
ing his six seasons in Annapolis, the
Midshipmen went 45-29, landing at No. 24
in the Associated Press poll in 2004. He
coached Navy to five bowl berths. Johnson
went 11-1 in Commander-In-Chief's trophy
games, winning five CIC trophies, which
represents the annual winner of the Air
Force-Army-Navy round-robin. He never
lost to Army, going 6-0 against the Black
Knights, and in 2007 he led Navy to a vic-
tory over Notre Dame for the first time in
43 years.

In his five seasons at Georgia Southern,
the Eagles notched a 62-10 record, making
five FCS playoff appearances and winning
the FCS championship twice (1999 and

2000). He won the Southern Conference
with Georgia Southern every year. He was
twice named Southern Conference Coach
of the Year (1997 and 1998) while heading
the Eagles program. The 1999 team led the
nation in scoring, rushing and total offense,
and set the NCAA single-season record
for average rushing yards per game (419.0)
while breaking 197 schools records.
Johnson was inducted into the Georgia
Southern Athletics Hall of Fame in 2010.

Johnson coached 11 First Team All-
Americans and one First Team Academic
All-American. He coached 1999 Walter
Payton Award winner and 2017 College
Football Hall of Fame inductee Adrian
Peterson at Georgia Southern and 2010
Burlsworth Trophy recipient Sean Bedford
at Georgia Tech.

Johnson was recognized as the CBS
National Coach of the Year in 2008, the
Bobby Dodd National Coach of the Year in
2004, and the Eddie Robinson Award win-
ner as the I-AA National Coach of the Year
in 1998. He was twice named the AFCA
NCAA Division I-AA National Coach of
the Year (1999, 2000).

Before becoming a head coach, Johnson
served as offensive coordinator at Navy
(1995-96), Hawaii (1987-94), Georgia
Southern (1985-86) and as defensive line
coach at Georgia Southern (1983-84).
During his first stint at Georgia Southern,
he was part of the coaching team that won
consecutive FCS National Championships
(1985-86) with the Eagles, and as the
offensive coordinator at Georgia Southern,
he mentored College Football Hall of Fame
inductee Tracy Ham. His coaching career
began with roles as an offensive coordina-
tor at Avery County (N.C.) High School
from 1979-80 and at nearby Lees-McRae
College from 1981-82.

He has participated in a wide variety of
charitable endeavors at each of his schools
over the years, including his annual partici-
pation in the Bobby Dodd and Chick-fil-A
charity golf tournaments, which raise
money for the Bobby Dodd Foundation,
WinShape Homes and the schools' scholar-
ship funds. Johnson earned his bachelor's
degree in physical education from Western
Carolina in 1979 and his master's in health
and physical education from Appalachian
State in 1982.
ROY KRAMER
Central Michigan University (1967-77)
Head Coach, 83-32-2 (71.8%)

During his 11 seasons heading the
Central Michigan program, Roy Kramer
won an impressive 71.8 percent of his
games, including the 1974 Division II
National Championship. The Maryville,
Tennessee, native now becomes just the
second person from Central Michigan to
enter the College Football Hall of Fame.

In his 11 seasons leading the
Chippewas, Kramer compiled an 83-32-2
(.718) record. In 1974 Kramer was named
NCAA National Coach of the Year after
guiding the Chippewas to a 12-1 record
and the Division II Nationa Championship.
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In addition to the 1974 national title,
Kramer twice led the Chippewas to IIAC
titles in 1967 and 1968.

At CMU, Kramer produced one First
Team All-American, defensive lineman
Rick Newsome, and three First Team
Academic All-Americans. He coached 38
First Team All-Conference selections, and
he played an integral role in Central
Michigan's move in 1975 to Division I-A
as a member of the Mid-American
Conference.

Kramer began his coaching career as a
high school coach in Michigan, and during
a decade in the high school ranks his teams
won three state championships. In 1965,
Kramer joined the staff at Central
Michigan University as an assistant, coach-
ing the freshman team to a 7-1 mark before
being bumped up to head coach.

Kramer had hired Herb Deromedi as an
assistant coach in 1967, promoting him to
defensive coordinator in 1969. When
Kramer left in 1977, Deromedi took over
from his mentor as the CMU head coach,
going on a run that would also land the
protégé in the College Football Hall of
Fame. In 2022, Central Michigan recog-
nized the close connection between the two
coaches and their outstanding contributions
to the Chippewa program by officially
naming its football venue as the
Kramer/Deromedi Field at Kelly/Shorts
Stadium.

After his coaching career, Kramer
served as the athletics director at Vanderbilt
University from 1978-1990 and as commis-
sioner of the Southeastern Conference from
1990-2002. He expanded the SEC from 10
to 12 members with the additions of South
Carolina and Arkansas, and he created the
SEC Football Championship Game, mak-
ing the SEC the first conference to have a
title game. During his time at the SEC, he
also led the creation of the Bowl
Championship Series (BCS), the precursor
to today's College Football Playoff system,
pitting the two top-ranked teams in the
country in a national title game.

Kramer graduated from Maryville
College (TN), and he was a standout line-
man on the football team as well as a
wrestler. He played in the inaugural
Tangerine Bowl (now the Citrus Bowl) on
January 1, 1947, as a freshman for
Maryville and losing to Catawba (NC) 31-
6. During his senior year at Maryville, he
was called to serve during the Korean War,
delaying his graduation. After his service
and graduating from Maryville in 1953,
Kramer earned his master's degree with a
double major in history and education from
the University of Michigan in 1954.

Kramer has been inducted into the
Central Michigan Athletics Hall of Fame
(1987); Vanderbilt Athletics Hall of Fame
(2008 as an inaugural member); Tennessee
Sports Hall of Fame (1989); Alabama
Sports Hall of Fame (2003). He has been
awarded the Distinguished Eagle Scout
Award (2008), NCFAA Contribution to
College Football Award (2011); Duffy

Daugherty Award (2013). The Men's and
Women's SEC Athlete of the Year Award is
presented annually as the Roy F. Kramer
Award in his honor, and the NFF presented
him its Distinguished American Award in
1998.
MARK RICHT
University of Georgia (2001-15),
University of Miami, FL (2016-18)
Head Coach, 171-64 (72.8%)

During his 18 years as a head coach,
Mark Richt established himself as one of
the top coaches in the history of college
football, winning nearly 72 percent of his
games at Georgia and Miami (FL) and
never failing to make the postseason. The
Omaha, Nebraska, native, and Boca Raton
(FL) High School product, becomes the
fifth coach from Georgia and the fifth
Hurricanes coach to enter the College
Football Hall of Fame.

Richt is one of only five coaches in
FBS history to record 145 or more wins in
their first 15 seasons, including Hall of
Famers Bob Stoops, Barry Switzer and
Tom Osborne. At the time of his retire-
ment, he ranked No. 48 in the NCAA
record books on the FBS all-time win list,
behind only five coaches who had coached
within five years of his retirement.

Richt headed the Georgia program for
15 years, winning 74 percent of his games,
which ranks first all-time among Bulldog
coaches, and amassing an overall record of
145-51. His UGA win total is second to
only Hall of Fame coach Vince Dooley.
He led Georgia to 15 consecutive bowl
appearances (10-5), including three New
Year's Six bowls (Sugar Bowl 2002, 2005,
2007). His Georgia teams appeared 11
times in the Top 25 rankings, including
seven Top 10 finishes (No. 3 in 2002, No.
7 in 2003, No. 7 in 2004, No. 10 in 2005,
No. 2 in 2007, No. 5 in 2012, No. 9 in
2014). He led Georgia to two SEC titles,
including the Bulldogs' first in 20 years in
2002 and then again in 2005. The Dawgs
appeared in a total of five SEC champi-
onship games (2002, 2003, 2005, 2011,
and 2012) during his tenure. He was named
the 2002 and 2005 SEC Coach of the Year,
and he is currently the 10th winningest
coach in SEC history.

Returning to his alma mater (where he
played quarterback from 1979-82), Richt
led Miami to a 26-13 record for the final
three seasons of his head coaching career,
securing three more bowl appearances,
including one more New Year's Six Bowl,
the Orange in 2017. Two of his three
Miami teams posted top 20 finishes, the
2016 team at No. 20 and the 2017 team at
No. 13. He led Miami to the 2017 ACC
Coastal Division title, the school's first
division title since joining the ACC, and he
was named both the ACC Coach of the
Year and the Walter Camp Coach of the
Year in 2017.

Richt coached 15 First Team All-
Americans, including 2020 College
Football Hall of Fame inductee David
Pollack. He coached 52 First Team All-

Conference players, and he also coached
four NFF National Scholar-Athletes at
UGA and one at Miami.

Richt began his coaching career as a
graduate assistant at Florida State from
1985-86 after being hired by College
Football Hall of Fame Coach Bobby
Bowden. Richt spent 15 seasons in
Tallahassee, with a one-year break in 1989
as the offensive coordinator at East
Carolina. During his time at Florida State,
serving as a quarterback coach and offen-
sive coordinator, he mentored Heisman
Trophy winners Charlie Ward (a 2006
College Football Hall of Fame inductee)
and Chris Weinke, and the Seminoles won
two national titles and played for another.

Prolific in the community, Richt is
active with H.E.R.O. for children, Eagle

Ranch orphanage facility and led two mis-
sion trips to Honduras. He has been a
celebrity spokesperson for the National
Guard Youth Foundation and a key sup-
porter of The Healing Place of Athens for
men with addictions. While at UGA, he
founded the Paul Oliver Network, a pro-
gram that supports lettermen in their transi-
tion to life after football. In 2016, Richt
was named the first-ever honorary head
coach of the Allstate AFCA Good Works
Team for his commitment to giving back to
others. In 2013, Richt received the
Stallings Award given for commitment to
humanitarian and community service
efforts, and in 2010, he was named to the
AFCA Board of Trustees. Since retiring as
a coach, Richt has worked as an analyst on
the ACC Network.
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