
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

students attending local colleges 

and universities to attend and to 

present papers. Faculty and 

graduate students are also 

welcome to participate and share 

research results and ideas on a 

diversity of subjects. 

Presentations may be 

accomplished in two formats:  an 

oral report or a poster. Oral 

reports are limited to 15 minutes 

in length and may utilize 

PowerPoint © software. Please 

bring your presentation on a flash 

drive and arrive at registration at 

8:00 AM because we will transfer 

your file to the computer that will 

be used in your lecture room. 

(These are Windows computers, 

so if you prepare your PowerPoint 

file on a Mac, please check it on a 

Windows computer to be sure the 

formatting has been preserved.) 

Leave some time for a question 

and answer period at the end of 

your oral report. Posters may be a 

maximum of 36 inches wide and 

48 inches tall.  Posters provide an 

excellent opportunity for author-

audience interaction and students 

should strongly consider this 

mode of presentation.  

An abstract of each 

presentation should be received 

by Friday, October 15, 2010.   
Information on abstract 

preparation and registration can 

be obtained from: 

<RASSymp@rit.edu> 
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Larry King Memorial Lecture 

Our guest lecturer will be Dr. 

Paula M. Mikkelsen, Associate 

Director for Science, 

Paleontological Research  

Institution, Ithaca.  The subject of 

her lecture will be the Marine 

Life versus the Oil Spill in the 

Gulf of Mexico following the 

Deep Water Horizon Explosion 

and Oil Spill of April 20, 2010. 

Dr. Paula Mikkelsen has over 25 

years experience as an author, 

editor, and research scientist. At 

PRI, she oversees research, 

collections, and the Library, in 

addition to conducting her own 

research and serving as editor of 

all PRI scholarly and popular 

publications. 

A map and updated information 

about the RAS Fall Paper Session 

is found at rasny.org. 

Research Presentations Sought 

for the Fall Paper Session 

We encourage undergraduate 

RAS FALL PAPER 

SESSION 

The thirty-seventh Annual Fall 

Scientific Paper Session of the 

Rochester Academy of Science 

will be hosted by Rochester 

Institute of Technology on 

Saturday, November 6, 2010 from 

8:00 AM to 2:00 PM, at the 

Center for Integrated 

Manufacturing Strategies.  

This session provides a forum for 

Academy members, the collegiate 

community, and others engaged 

in scientific research to present 

the results of their investigations 

in an atmosphere that promotes 

discussion and interaction.   

Dr. Paula Mikkelsen 

Fall Paper Session Schedule 

All events at the Center for 

Integrated Manufacturing 

Strategies  

8:00 AM Registration and 

Welcome 

9:00 AM Oral and Poster 

sessions begin 

12 Noon Lunch – Reservations 

required 

1:00 PM Lecture 

RIT Campus Map Link: 

<http://www.cims.rit.edu/files/CI

MSroute2007.pdf> 

RIT building #78, Louise 

Slaughter Hall, Parking Lot T 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

OCTOBER EVENTS 

Fri 01 ASTRONOMY 

GENERAL MEETING   

 7:30 PM, RIT Gosnell Hall A-

300 Lecture Hall.  The main talk, 

following the break, features 

educators Donna Himmelberg, 

Gene Gordon, Beth Burns and 

Andrew Johnson with their 

presentation entitled "Take a Ride 

With Us on the Weightless 

Wonder!". For information, 

contact Lori Englund at 334-

5744. 

Tues 05 FOSSIL GENERAL 

MEETING 

7:30 PM Downstairs Meeting 

Room, Brighton Town Hall. 2300 

Elmwood Ave., "The Marine 

Reptiles of the Sundance Sea 

(Upper Jurassic, Wyoming)," Dr. 

Judy Massare/SUNY Brockport. 

Visitors welcome. Please email 

John Handley <fossil@rasny.org> 

or call John at 585-802-8567 for 

more information. 

Fri 08  SPECIAL MINERAL 

SECTION MEETING 

7:30 PM Brighton Recreation 

Center, Multi-Purpose Room, 

Columbus Way off Winton Rd. 

South.  James Tovey of 

TOVECO, Alstead, NH will 

speak about the Tripp (Beryl) 

Mine that he & his friends own 

and operate for a hobby.  They 

will display specimens of 

aquamarine & smoky quartz from 

their mines from Jim's personal 

collection.  Silent Auction plus 

items for sale, including 

specimens, cabochons, beads, 

2 3 

EVENTS for October, 2010  
(For updates to events, check the Academy web site, http://www.rasny.org, or appropriate Section web site.) 

Center (RMSC).  No experience 

needed! Plan to come and help 

with this valuable plant 

collection. Lunch is served in the 

RMSC Cafe until 2 pm. If you 

plan to attend the workshop, 

please send an RSVP to Elizabeth 

Pixley. Then, at RMSC, go to the 

front desk and ask staff person 

there to call ext. 368, the phone in 

the Herbarium. For more 

information, contact Elizabeth 

Pixley, herbarium curator (334-

0977 or 

epixley@rochester.rr.com). 

Tues 19  MINERAL SECTION 

MEETING 

7:30 PM Downstairs Meeting 

Room at Brighton Town Hall, 

2300 Elmwood Ave.  David K. 

Joyce of Newmarket, ON, Canada 

will speak on "Collecting Copper 

Crystals at Mamainse Point, Lake 

Superior, Ontario."  Copper 

specimens will be on hand for 

viewing.  Door prizes & 

Refreshments.  Visitors welcome.  

For updates, go to 

www.rasny.org/mineral . For 

more info, email Nancy McCann 

at mineralvp@rasny.org or call 

395-1713. 

Sat 23, 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM, & 

Sun 24, 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM  

MINERAL SECTION FALL 

SHOW 

41st Annual Rochester Gem, 

Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil Show, 

Minett Hall, Monroe County Fair 

& Expo Center, 2695 E. Henrietta 

Rd.(15A) at Calkins Rd., 

Henrietta, 14467.  “Treasures of 

the Earth‟s Crust.”  Our annual 

faceted stones & finished 

jewelry!  We hope to go on a field 

trip to the Tripp Mine sometime 

in the future.  Refreshments.  

Visitors welcome.  For more info, 

email Nancy McCann at  

mineraltrips@rasny.org or go to 

www.toveco.com or call Nancy at 

395-1713. 

Sat 09, Sun 10 MINERAL 

FIELD TRIP 

6:30 AM – 2:00 PM Sat, 6:30 AM 

– 12:00 PM Sunday.  Walworth 

Quarry Open House.  Open to the 

public.  Hard hat (bicycle helmets 

for children OK), safety glasses, 

long pants & sturdy footwear 

allowed.  Power equipment 

allowed.  This quarry is known 

for its water clear fluorite.  For 

more info, go to 

www.rasny.org/mineral or email 

mineraltrips@rasny.org or call 

Nancy McCann at 395-1713. 

Sun 10 MINERAL SECTION 

FIELD TRIP 

11:00 AM Herkimer Diamond 

Mine 

(www.herkimerdiamond.com) & 

Ace of Diamonds Mine 

(www.herkimerdiamonds.com)  

For more info, email trip leader 

Valerie Polachak at 

valp@rochester.rr.com or call 

334-2546. 

Wed 20 HERBERIUM 

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM.  Life 

Sciences Section will hold a 

workshop at the RAS Herbarium, 

located in the basement of the 

Rochester Museum and Science 

fund-raising event co-sponsored 

with Rochester Lapidary Society 

that allows us to continue our 

mission of educating members, 

and the community on minerals 

and geology.  Kids Activities, 

Displays, Demonstrations, 

Dealers.  Adult - $5, Kids under 

12 free with an adult.  Mineral 

Section members who volunteer 2 

or more hours at event get in 

free.  For more info, go to 

www.rasny.org/show, email 

show@rasny.org or call Paul 

Dudley at 395-2368 to volunteer. 

Fri 29  ASTRONOMY STAR 

PARTY 

8:00 – 10:00 PM at Northampton 

Park at the Ski Lodge on Hubbell 

Road.  No need to bring 

equipment or a deep 

understanding; just come and  

enjoy the views. Dress very warm 

as evenings may be very chilly! 

For information, contact Jim 

Seidewand at 723-6225. 

NOVEMBER EVENTS 

Mon 08 FOSSIL GENERAL 

MEETING 

7:30 PM Downstairs Meeting 

Room, Brighton Town Hall. 2300 

Elmwood Ave., "Marcellus 

Shale", Dr. Rob 

Ross/Paleontological Research 

Institution. Visitors welcome. 

Please email John Handley 

fossil@rasny.org or call John at 

585-802-8567 for more 

information. 

   

 

* * * 

Rochester Academy of Science 

Herbarium Update  

The Life Sciences Section has 

held eight herbarium workshops 

since January 2010. Our group of 

volunteers is slowly increasing as 

more people find out what fun it 

is to come and learn about the 

plant specimens. One of the 

workshops was a plant-mounting 

workshop, which was very much 

enjoyed by those present. Most of 

our work has been focused on 

replacing old, brittle plant folders 

with acid-free folders.  It‟s been a 

joy looking at many striking 

plants, some of which were 

collected as far back as the late 

1800‟s. 

On June 19, 2010 members of the 

Canandaigua Botanical Society 

visited the RAS Herbarium. Their 

organization is more than 100 

years old. Those present were 

very interested in learning about 

what we are doing and I have 

been invited to speak about our 

herbarium at their annual meeting 

in April 2011. 

I have also been invited to be the 

speaker at the upcoming Bergen 

Swamp Preservation Society 

annual dinner on October 23, 

2010. Again, I will be talking 

about the RAS Herbarium, 

especially with reference to the 

many specimens collected from 

Bergen Swamp and Zurich Bog. 

Several plant specimens from the 

RAS Herbarium collection were 

included in the recent RAS 

display at the Rochester Central 

Library. 

Peter Debes and I are working on 

a Natural Science Foundation 

(NSF) grant through the NSF 

program “Improvements to 

Biological Research Collections 

(BRC)”. Although we had hoped 

to submit the grant application by 

the July 2010 deadline, various 

events conspired against us, so we 

will now work toward the July 

2011 deadline. The grant 

application will focus on 

requesting funds to facilitate the 

digitizing of information for the 

entire 60,000 pressed plant 

specimens in the RAS Herbarium 

collection, including taking digital 

photographs of each specimen. 

This will be a labor-intensive 

project and will require many 

hours of work by a number of 

people. If we are successful in 

this effort, our valuable plant 

specimens and the history they 

capture will be accessible to 

people around the world via 

computer. 

 
Federation of Monroe County 

Environmentalists presents 

The Battle Against Invasive 

Species 

How Much Do You Know? 

Tuesday, November 16th 2010, 

7:00 PM. to 9:00 PM., Brighton 

Town Hall Auditorium 

Learn to identify threats to our 

local environment.  Learn how 

these organisms damage our 

ecosystem 

Speakers will include, Peter 

Debes, Rochester Sierra Club, 

Steven Daniel, Nature 

Discoveries, Gregg Sargis, The 

Nature Conservancy, Charles 

Knauf, Monroe County Health 

Department 

The forum is being held in 

memory of Christine Sevilla. 
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