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“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Luke 12:34

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
As we approach the Advent Season, I pray that you and your loved ones will be blessed by the richness
of God’s grace. Of course, we are grateful for all the gifts that we have at God’s hands through the saving
grace that comes through Christ alone! Because my wife and I are blessed to have family in Canada where
Thanksgiving Day this year is celebrated on October 8 as well as being in the U.S. where Thanksgiving
Day is on November 25th, my family officially celebrates it twice a year. Those occasions remind me that
we must give thanks always to our Lord and Creator.
As the seasons change we can feel a renewal in the spirit of thanksgiving and service that has always
characterized the LC-I. And as we approach the beginning of a new calendar year we are also reminded
of the opportunities we have to be of service in Christ’s name to the people of God around the world.
Work of any kind always requires resources. It is the same for the work of the LC-I. Traditionally and
by our Constitution, our clergy members and congregations are asked at this time of year to send their
financial support for the LC-I ministries. So once again we ask for your commitment in order to allow us
to continue in the service that God asks of us. While we as a church body are relatively stable financially,
we do not have “deep pockets,” and we need the support of all our members in order to develop and realize
our apostolic mission both financially and though time and talent.
At this time of the year it seems that we are bombarded by requests for financial support from many
organizations and agencies. So many good causes that merit our benevolence! For us as Christians, those
good causes compete even with the Church for our attention. But the money you give to the Lutheran
Church - International as the annual dues of clergy and congregations or the voluntary contributions from
members and friends is quite different from those optional donations raised by other groups.
Being able to contribute to the mission of the LC-I is truly a sharing of the treasure of your heart! Although
these clergy and parish dues and contributions are required because they are essential for maintaining the
life of the church and our individual memberships within the church body that is the LC-I, our
contributions are an integral part of our identity and ministry as members of a church body in the
Christian and Lutheran understanding. Our personal and individual participation financially is a part
of the fulfillment of a pledge we all made as active members of the LC-I: to spread the Gospel throughout
the world. Making this annual contribution shows our identity as an LC-I active minister or congregation.
It is realized that making the dues contribution may be difficult for some. For that reason, the local bishop
or the archbishop can waive the requirement if the need is shared with them. Such conversations require
humility, to be sure; but the requests will be received in the spirit of love that binds us together.
(continued in next page)
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(continued)
Those of you who are not on the ministerial or congregational roster of the LC-I are also encouraged to
show your support and involvement with your voluntary contributions, gifts or bequests. The clergy
members of the World Lutheran Parish are not subject to dues but are asked to also contribute as they can.
There are other ways you can support the ministries of the LC-I with your time and talent. If you feel
called to share your abilities in any of the ministries of the LC-I, please contact the archbishop to explore
these possibilities. Here is a non-exhaustive list of some of the many roles and possibilities available:
Evangelism and Communication
Associate Pastor of the World Lutheran Parish
Associate Director of Communications
Financial Planning
Ecumenical Outreach
Theological Research
You can designate the LC-I/ILF for the AmazonSmile Foundation to donate 0.5% of
your purchase of eligible products to the LC-I (contact Pastor Wigmore for details).
There are certainly many other ways you can serve. Please consider the gifts God provided to you in this
life and then let us know how you would like to thank God through the Lutheran Church - International!
Remember the words of Jesus to you: “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
May God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit continue to fill your hearts with the richest
blessings (+) always! And may all our hearts be with the mission of the LC-I!

++Robert
MINISTRY OF PRAYER AND FELLOWSHIP:
The Lutheran Church of East Africa, Kenya
A Parish Service with the
members of the Lutheran
Church East Africa in Kenya.

The Lutheran Church East
Africa was founded in 2012.
Pastor Phillip Mwendwa says
that they now have six
congregations
with
260
members. They are based in
lower eastern Kenya, in
Mwingi, and are in contact
with the LC-I through the
World Lutheran Parish.
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Special Prayers and Remembrances:
• For Pastor Rajendra Tanuku Prasad and the LC-I ministries in India under his care.
• For strength and healing for Pastor Walton Horn.
• For the ministry of St. Mark’s United Church of Christ, Reading PA.
• For doctors, nurses and staffs in hospitals and care facilities as God’s servants for
healing.
• For those impacted by Hurricane Michael and other disasters.
• For all friends of the LC-I.
• In thanksgiving for all of the blessings we have by God’s grace.
• In thanksgiving for the safe travels of Ute and Bishop Horn who have returned from
Germany.
• For the ministries of Kenyan Pastor Phillip Mwendwa and the Lutheran Church East
Africa.
• For Holy Cross Mission and the people of St. Paul’s Church in Sacramento CA.
• For Father Dan Funk who is transitioning into full-time ministries, and for Father
Mike Ross; both are serving Holy Family Anglican Parish in Maryland.
• For Pastor Ordice Gallops.
• For the Global Peace Lutheran Fellowship in Frederick MD.
• For the Lutheran Deaconess Association.
• For the family and friends of Marie Eggers, especially for her husband Herb.
• For all the saints who are the faithful departed.
• For the marriage of Taylor Ethel Roy and Gregory James Hammill.
• For all members and parishes of the LC-I and the World Lutheran Parish.

WELCOME TO DEACON CHRISTINE WATTS!
The Diaconal Ordination of The Reverend Deacon Christine Watts, a member and President of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Christ, Rosedale (Queens) NY, was held at Christ Church (the
Northeastern Diocesan Cathedral) on Sunday, September 30. The ordination of Deacon Christine was
approved by the Executive Board and announced at the 2018 Annual Synod of the LC-I where she was
introduced and welcomed. In the LC-I, the importance of the Deacons has been retained as a part of the
three orders of Ministry (Deacon, Pastor, Bishop) and the servanthood of diaconal ministry extends
beyond the congregation being served. Deacons are rostered members of the LC-I clergy and assist in the
congregation, diocese and the church. Christ Church is also served by Deacons Sevika and Samnarain
(Sam) Sooppersaud.

Students of Christ School, Rosedale
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500 YEARS PLUS ONE
Reformation - Reformatio Continuo - Ecclesia Plantanda
In the past 501 years, much has happened in the life of the Church, reformed and
renewed. Within this Lutheran influence upon the Church, spread from Germany
throughout the world, there have been many variations from intense and personal
pietism to a renewal of orthodox teachings and practices. The framework of
Lutheranism has been the Book of Concord, the collection of documents which
defined and explained the scriptural positions fundamental to the understanding
and life of the Church; but as the Church expanded from city to city, country to
country, continent to continent, the Church has seen wide and often divergent
practices and presentations of this faith. For example, regional churches in the
current Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) publish hymnals and vary in
similar yet distinctive ways in their liturgies, vestments, music and practices.
Throughout Europe, the Lutherans vigorously enriched
the worship life of the Church through music. Luther’s
love and use of music emboldened artists who followed, musicians like Johann
Crüger, Paul Gerhardt, Heinrich Schütz, Dieterich Buxtehude, Georg Philipp
Telemann, Johann Pachelbel, Georg Frideric Handel and, ultimately, Johann
Sebastian Bach. Although the post-Reformation years were marked by an
iconoclastic purging in the churches and the irreparable destruction of art and
sculpture, music survived. Simple and sometimes magnificent baroque organs
began to adorn the otherwise barren appearance of churches and, even to this
day, remain visual objects enhancing the worship of the Church.
Here in North America, however, church organs were seldom available and
rarely heard in those early days. A new and sparse environment was more
suited to a different expression of faith, including among the Lutherans. Here,
and in Scandinavia and other parts of the world, divergent practices in the Church became even more
obvious. Pastor Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, often considered the “patriarch” of
American Lutheranism, brought a pietistic version of Lutheranism from Halle,
Germany that became distinctively and deliberately “colonial American” rather
than European. The influence of French ideals in contrast to English and other
German policies and practices were well-suited to forming an independent branch
of Lutheranism. The German-speaking immigrants found, in Muhlenberg, an
approach less hierarchical than the Anglicans and the Moravians and that gave the
adherents more control over the destiny of their congregations, practices and
policies. While this pietistic and congregational-centric approach may have been
essential for the 18th century survival of an American Lutheran tradition with few clergy and a vast
territory to evangelize and serve, not all Lutherans appreciated this approach as immigrants from different
regions brought in their familiar liturgies and policies. Is it any wonder that even today there are more
than 40 different Lutheran church bodies in the United States alone?
A more recent change in the Church was the liturgical renewal that began in Europe. An earlier European
movement emphasized the orthodoxy of the faith, but this new movement tried to restore and renew
faithful liturgical practices in Lutheran, Anglican, Roman and other churches as a “reformed catholicism”
in some ways like the Church Dr. Martin Luther envisioned in 1517.
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Where is “the Lutheran Church” today? We are the beneficiaries of a confessionally orthodox
Lutheran faith enriched by liturgical renewal with an unmatched musical heritage! The altar and
font have prominent positions both
liturgically and architecturally with the
pulpit in a similar but only slightly less
prominent position. The third prominent
position, especially in older churches, is
the organ with its visible pipes and
frequently ornate appearance befitting its
use in proclaiming the Word and
administering the Sacraments. This is
very clearly seen in the liturgies with
musical accompaniments for the
congregations of the Lutheran Church –
International.

Consider the church organs, for example. The 1970 Schlicker
Organ (2 manuals, 21 stops, 29 ranks) in First Lutheran Church,
Lyons NY was a featured organ for the 2018 Organ Historical
Society (OHS) Convention with two concerts by renowned
organist Frederick Hohman on Thursday, August 2; and the
organ in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Christ, Rosedale
(Queens) NY is a 1972
Watson-Hovind – Opus 1274 (electro-pneumatic action with 2
manuals, 23 stops, 11 ranks, 755 pipes) rebuilt in 2006 by Elsener
Organ Works. In all congregations, however, it does not matter if the
congregation has a pipe organ, an electronic substitute or other means
of providing musical accompaniment; always, the place of music
within and surrounding the liturgy is an important, perhaps essential,
part of the ministry of the Church.
With Bach and with Christians around the world, we can only echo the words
“Soli Deo Gloria” (S.D.G.) – “To God alone be the Glory!”

article by +Richard W. Horn
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In celebration of the liturgical heritage and artistry of church music
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MINISTRY OF WORD AND CARE IN INDIA
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FOR THE LIFE AND MISSION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH - INTERNATIONAL
I AM SENDING THIS TO THE LC-I:
___ 2019 Dues for Ministerial members: $75 (payable at the start of Advent, December 2, 2018)
___ 2019 Dues for Congregations and Communities of Faith: $150
(payable at the start of Advent, December 2, 2018)
___ Voluntary Contribution (for members of the World Lutheran Parish, lay members
and additional contributions)
___ Other gift(s) or bequests of or for: _______________________________________________

Amount sent: _______________
Date sent:

_______________ by Check # or Electronic Fund Transfer: _______________________

Name:

________________________________________________________________________

Address:

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Email:

________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:

________________________________________________________________________

Send to:

The Rev. William Wigmore, Treasurer
15 High Street
Lyons NY 14489
1-215-416-9591 Mobile
PastorWigmore@gmail.com

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

My personal receipt:
I have sent to the Treasurer of the LC-I the amount of $____________ on the date __________________
for payment of 2019 Ministerial / Congregational Dues and/or as a voluntary contribution to the LC-I.
NOTE: you will receive an acknowledgement to confirm receipt of your dues/contribution/gift.
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OCTOBER, 2018
SUNDAY

7

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

2

8

9

Abraham,
patriarch

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

4

Francis of Assisi
(1226), renewer of
the church
Theodor Fliedner
(1864), renewer of
society

5

6

William Tyndale
(1536), translator,
martyr

10

11

Philip
the deacon

12

13

Patrick A. Magalee
(1975), pastor,
church leader

19

20

Twentieth Sunday
after Pentecost
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg
(1787), pastor in North
America

14

15

Twenty-First Sunday
after Pentecost

21

Teresa of Ávila
(1582), teacher,
renewer of the
church

22

Twenty-Second
Sunday after
Pentecost

28

[Twenty-Third
Sunday after
Pentecost]

REFORMATION
SUNDAY

16

23

17

Ignatius, Bishop of
Antioch (c. 115),
martyr

24

JAMES OF
JERUSALEM,
Brother of Jesus
(c. 62), Martyr

29
SAINT SIMON AND
SAINT JUDE,
Apostles

30

18
SAINT LUKE,
Evangelist

25

Dorcas (Tabitha),
Lydia, and Phoebe,
faithful women

26

Philipp Nicolai
(1608); Johann
Heermann (1647);
Paul Gerhardt
(1676),
hymnwriters

27

31

REFORMATION DAY

[transferred from 10/28]
from

A Calendar of Seasons and Saints

NOVEMBER, 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

3

9

10

15

16

17

Elizabeth of
Hungary (1231),
renewer of society

23

24

Justus Falckner
(1723); Jehu Jones
(1852); William
Passavant (1894),
pastors in North
America

Martín de Porres
(1639), renewer of
society

ALL SAINTS

from

A Calendar of Seasons and Saints

4

5

6

12

13

14

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

Twenty-Fourth
Sunday after
Pentecost

11

Twenty-Fifth
Sunday after
Pentecost

7

John Christian
Frederick Heyer
(1873); Bartholomaeus
Ziegenbalg (1719),
missionaries to India;
Ludwig Ingwer Nommensen
(1918), missionary to
Sumatra
Emperor Justinian
(565), Christian
ruler and confessor

8

Johann von
Staupitz (1524),
priest, Luther’s
Father Confessor

Martin, Bishop of
Tours (397)
Søren Aabye Kierkegaard
(1855), teacher

18
Twenty-Sixth Sunday
after Pentecost

25
CHRIST THE KING
(LAST SUNDAY OF
THE CHURCH YEAR)
Isaac Watts (1748),
hymnwriter

Noah,
prophet

Clement, Bishop of
Rome (c. 100)
Miguel Agustín Pro
(1927), priest,
martyr

30
SAINT ANDREW,
Apostle

1-Dec.

