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Twelve Characteristics of  a Genuine Christian 

by, Ron Snider  

1. Genuine Christians know that to enjoy the fullness of God’s salvation, 

they must embrace both God’s searing holiness and God's forgiving love.  

2. Genuine Christians live like Jesus rather than the world because they 

know him. 

3. Genuine Christians strive to make the church a little picture of what 

heaven will be like. 

4. Genuine Christians love the whole person the way Jesus did. 

5. Genuine Christians have learned that faithful discipleship is possible only 

in the power of the Spirit nurtured by daily spiritual renewal.  

6. Genuine Christians keep their marriage covenants and place children be-

fore career because they treasure Christian family as God’s second-best gift 

to the world. 

7. Genuine Christians have discovered that biblical balance works better 

than secular substitutes or lopsided half-truths. 

8. Genuine Christians apply the biblical truth that faith, without a strong 

concern for the poor, is heretical; with it, it can change the world. 

9. Genuine Christians confess that Jesus is Lord of politics and economics 

just as surely as he is Lord of church and family.  

10. Genuine Christians love the creation because they worship the Creator.  

11. Genuine Christians mourn the divisions in the church and gladly em-

brace all who confess and worship Jesus as God and Savior according to 

the scriptures.  

12. Genuine Christians embrace servanthood because they adore the Serv-

ant-King. 
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