
Dear Representative: 

 

As a concerned constituent of your district, I am writing to you in support of several pieces of 

legislation that when passed, will protect veterans, fire protection and emergency services 

providers, and their families across the country and hope you will endorse my support.  

 

H.R. 2499, the Federal Firefighters Protection Act of 2021, will provide worker’s compensation 

to firefighters who contract certain diseases or cancers as a result of their service.  H.R. 7089, the 

Veterans Exposed to Toxic PFAS Act, will furnish hospital care and medical services to veterans 

and their dependents assigned to military installations to which those individuals were exposed 

to PFAS, presuming certain diseases or cancers contracted resulted from PFAS exposure. 

 

Our nations veterans and fire protection and emergency services (FPES) providers perform 

heroically every day using equipment they believe is safe however, through research, we know 

that is not often the case. PFAS have been used in the manufacturing process of firefighting foam 

such as Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF) dating back to the late 1960’s, as well as in 

firefighter personal protective equipment (PPE), commonly known as “turnout-gear”.  Despite 

efforts to minimize unnecessary exposure to AFFF, and an Executive Order calling to avoid 

products made with PFAS, firefighters across the nation are unable to eliminate PFAS exposure 

when wearing turnout-gear simply because there is no available alternative.   

 

Additionally, despite Section 707 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 

2020 calling for PFAS blood tests to be provided for each firefighter of the Department of 

Defense (DoD) beginning October 1, 2020, former DoD firefighters are not eligible.  In fact, the 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs does not recommend blood tests to determine levels of 

PFAS in any individual.  Therefore, many former DoD firefighters are paying out of pocket to 

purchase a PFAS blood test kit.  Test results within the former DoD firefighter community 

indicate elevated levels of PFAS, some far exceeding what the CDC considers “average”. 

 

I respectfully ask you support H.R. 2499, H.R. 7089, and demand action on H.R. 2111, The 

Michael Lecik Military Firefighter Protection Act this year.  Like H.R. 2499 for federal 

firefighters, H.R. 2111 includes similar provisions for military firefighters.  You have the power 

to resonate your support for these Bills among your colleagues and as such, you can articulate to 

our nation’s invaluable heroes and their families, they deserve to be compensated for their 

selfless and heroic sacrifices to our grateful nation.  

 

 

Respectfully, 


