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NEW 2019 LAWS

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2019

Passing and Overtaking Waste Service Vehicles

Requires the driver of a vehicle on a public street or highway approaching
or overtaking a stopped waste service vehicle to pass at a safe distance
without interfering with the safe operation of the waste service vehicle,
with due regard for safety and traffic conditions.

Refusal of Chemical Testing of Alcohol Content in Blood

Removes the criminal implications for individuals who refuse to submit to
a chemical test of their blood for the purposes of determining the alcohol
and/or drug content of their blood when lawfully arrested for driving under
the influence (DUI).

Motorized Scooters

It prohibits a person from operating a motorized scooter on a highway
with a speed limit greater than 25 miles per hour (mph) unless it is within
a Class Il or I'V bikeway. It authorizes operation of a motorized scooter on
a highway with a speed limit of up to 35 mph and requires only motorized
scooter operators under age 18 to wear a helmet.
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Call 1-800-777-0133 during normal business hours to:

* Obtain/request DL and vehicle registration information, forms, and
publications.

* Find office locations and hours.

* Make a driving test appointment.

* Speak to a DMV representative or request a call back.

Call 1-800-777-0133 for automated service 24 hours a day, 7 days a

week to:

* Renew your vehicle registration with the renewal identification number
(RIN) provided on your billing notice. You can pay with a credit card
or e-check.

* Make a field office appointment. Make sure to have your DL or ID
card number, vehicle license plate number, and/or vehicle identification
number (VIN) available.

Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing or persons with speech impairments

can call, toll free 1-800-368-4327 for assistance with DMV services. Only

typed messages from another TTY are received and responded to at this
number.

WHERE TO WRITE

If you have any comments or suggestions regarding this publication, please send them to:

Department of Motor Vehicles

Customer Communications Section, MS H165
PO Box 932345

Sacramento, CA 94232-3450

© Copyright, Department of Motor Vehicles 2019
All rights reserved

Thisworkis protected by U. S. Copyright Law. DMV owns the copyright of this work. Copyright
lawprohibits the following: (1) reproduction of the copyrighted work; (2) distribution of copies
of the copyrighted work; (3) preparation of derivative works based upon the copyrighted
work; (4) displaying the copyrighted work publicly, or (5) performing the copyrighted work
publicly. All requests for permission to make copies of all or any part of this publication
should be addressed to:

Department of Motor Vehicles
Legal Office, MS CI128

PO Box 932382

Sacramento, CA 94232-3820

Advertising sponsorship helps defray the printing costs of this publication. The products
and services provided by the advertising sponsors are not promoted or endorsed by DMV,
but the significant contribution by the advertising sponsors is most appreciated.

If you would like to advertise in this publication, please call the Office of State Publishing
Advertising Department at 1-866-824-0603.
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New Elecironic
DL/ID Card Application

To save time, DMV customers can use their computer, tablet,
or smartphone to fill out an online electronic application for

a Driver License or Identification (DL/ID) card before visiting
a DMV office.

Available in the following 10 languages:
* English * Chinese e Japanese ¢ Korean e Thai

* Spanish * Hindi * Khmer * Tagalog ¢ Viethamese

Learn more at www.dmv.ca.gov
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Nortk: Refer to the DMV website for a complete list of acceptable REAL
ID Compliant documents.

Married, Divorced, or Name Change?

You may need to provide a name change document.

A name change document(s), such as a marriage license, may be required

to issue a REAL ID Compliant DL/ID card in your true full name. If the

name on your identity document is different from the name you provided

on your application, you must submit a document that establishes your

true full name. For example:

* Adoption documents that contain the legal names as a result of adoption.

* A name change document that contains the legal name both before and
after the name change.

* A marriage certificate.

» A certificate, declaration, or registration document verifying the
formation of a domestic partnership.

* A dissolution of marriage/domestic partnership document that contains
the legal name as a result of the court action.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR A BAsic CLAss C

DRIVER LICENSE

To apply for a Class C DL, you must:

 Submit a completed and signed Driver License & ID Card Application
(DL 44/eDL 44) form. The eDL44 can be completed online in advance.
Signing this form means you agree to submit to a chemical test to
determine the alcohol or drug content of your blood when requested by
a peace officer. If you refuse to sign this statement, DMV will not issue
a permit or DL.

* Present an acceptable document(s) establishing your identity and
birthdate.

* Provide your true full name.

* Present an acceptable residency document(s).

* Provide your SSN, if eligible, which will be electronically verified with
the SSA.

* Pay a nonrefundable application fee. The fee is good for 12 months. (If
all requirements are not met within 12 months, the application will no
longer be valid and you must reapply.)






ADULTS’ DRIVER LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

If you are at least 18 years old and have never been licensed, you must

meet the following criteria:

» Comply with the requirements for a driving permit.

* When you are ready, make an appointment to take the behind-the-wheel
driving test.

* When you report for the driving test, bring your instruction permit with

you.

Pass the behind-the-wheel driving test. If you fail the test, you must pay

a retest fee for a second or subsequent test and schedule a behind-the-

wheel driving test for another day.

If you have an out-of-state DL, you must:

» Complete all the steps required for an instruction permit.

* Bring your valid out-of-state DL to DMV. Your out-of-state DL will be
invalidated and returned to you unless you are applying for a commercial
DL (CDL).

NortE: The behind-the-wheel driving test for holders of out-of-state or

U.S. territory DLs are normally waived. However, DMV may require a

behind-the-wheel driving test for any type of DL application. Behind-the-

wheel driving tests are mandatory for out-of-country DL holders.



DRIVER LICENSE CLASSES
Class C DL -

* You may drive a:

— 2-axle vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 26,000
pounds (Ibs.) or less.

— 3-axle vehicle weighing 6,000 Ibs. or less gross.

— Housecar 40 feet or less.

— 3-wheel motorcycle with 2 wheels located in the front or back.

— Vanpool vehicle designed to carry more than 10 persons, but no
more than 15 persons including the driver.

NoOTE: A driver of a vanpool may operate with a Class C license but shall
possess evidence of a medical examination required for a Class B license
when operating vanpool vehicles. In the vanpool vehicle the driver must
keep a statement, signed under penalty of perjury, that they have not been
convicted of reckless driving, drunk driving, or hit-and-run in the last 5
years (CVC §12804.9(j)).

* You may tow a:

— Single vehicle with a GVWR of 10,000 Ibs. or less, including a tow
dolly, if used.

» With a vehicle weighing 4,000 Ibs. or more unladen, you may tow a:

— Trailer coach or fifth-wheel travel trailer under 10,000 Ibs. GVWR
when towing is not for compensation.

— Fifth-wheel travel trailer exceeding 10,000 lbs. but under 15,000
Ibs. GVWR, when towing is not for compensation, and with
endorsement.

* A farmer or employee of a farmer may drive:

— Any combination of vehicles with a GVWR of 26,000 Ibs. or less,
if used exclusively in agricultural operations and not for hire or
compensation.

NoTE:

* Class C licensees may not tow more than 1 vehicle.

* A passenger vehicle, regardless of weight, may not tow more than 1
vehicle.

* A motor vehicle under 4,000 lbs. unladen weight may not tow any
vehicle weighing 6,000 Ibs. or more gross (CVC §21715(b)).















Once you have your provisional DL, you may drive alone, as long as you
do not have any collisions or traffic violations on your driving record.
During the first 12 months after you are licensed, you cannot drive
between 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. and cannot transport passengers under 20
years old, unless accompanied by a California-licensed parent or guardian,
a California-licensed driver 25 years old or older, or a licensed or certified
driving instructor.

When you become 18 years old, the “provisional” part of your DL ends.
You may keep your provisional photo DL or pay a fee for a duplicate DL
without the word “provisional.”

EXCEPTIONS — MINORS’ DRIVER LICENSE RESTRICTIONS

The law allows the following exceptions when reasonable transportation
is not available and it is necessary to drive. A signed note explaining
the necessity to drive and the date when this driving necessity will end
must be kept in your possession for the following exceptions (emancipated
minors are excluded from this requirement):

* Medical necessity to drive when reasonable transportation alternatives
are inadequate. The note must be signed by a physician with the
diagnosis and probable date of recovery.

* Schooling or school-authorized activity. The note must be signed by the
school principal, dean, or designee.

* Employment necessity and the need to operate a vehicle as part of
your employment. The note must be signed by the employer verifying
employment.

* The necessity to drive an immediate family member. A note signed
by your parent(s) or legal guardian(s) is required, stating the reason
and probable end date of the necessity to drive the immediate family
member.

ExcepTiON: These requirements do not apply to an emancipated minor.

Emancipated minors must provide DMV with court documents showing

that the court has granted a petition for emancipation and provide a

California Insurance Proof Certificate (SR 22/SR 1P) form in lieu of

their parent(s) or guarantor(s) signature(s). Emancipated minors are not

exempt from the integrated driver education and driver training program
requirements.
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Keeping Your Provisional Driver License

DMV will track your driving record and take actions based upon any
collisions or violations as follows:

* If you get a traffic ticket and fail to appear in court, DMV will suspend
your driving privilege until you appear in court.

* If you have 1 “at fault” collision or conviction of a traffic law violation
within 12 months, DMV will send you a warning letter.

* If you have 2 “at fault” collisions or convictions (or combination of both)
of a traffic law violation within 12 months, you cannot drive for 30 days,
unless accompanied by your licensed parent or other licensed adult who
is at least 25 years old.

* If you have 3 “at fault” collisions or convictions (or any combination)
of a traffic law violation within 12 months, you will be suspended for 6
months and placed on probation for 1 year.

* If you have 4 or more “at fault” collisions or point count convictions of
traffic law violations while on probation, you will be suspended again
(traffic law violations resolved in juvenile court are also reported to
DMV).

* If you are convicted of using alcohol or a controlled substance and you
are between 13 to 21 years old, the court orders DMV to suspend your
DL for 1 year. If you do not have a DL, the court orders DMV to delay
your eligibility to apply for a DL. You may also be required to complete
a DUI program.

Any restriction, suspension, or probation will continue for its full term

past your 18th birthday. Other, stronger actions may be taken if your

driving record justifies them. Remember, if your driving privilege has
been suspended or revoked, you may not drive in California.

MINORS AND CELL PHONES

* It is against the law for a minor to use a cell phone or electronic wireless
communications device while driving. Do not answer calls or send/
respond to text messages.

* Convictions for violations of this law are subject to fines.

ExcepTIONS: You may use a cell phone only to contact law enforcement,

a health care provider, the fire department, or another emergency entity

in an emergency situation when driving.
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OCCUPANT PROTECTION

SEAT BELTS

Wearing seat belts is the law. Always
fasten your seat belt and make sure all your
passengers are using seat belts or child
restraints. Wearing seat belts (both lap belt
and shoulder harness) will increase your
chance of survival in most types of collisions.
It is important to wear the seat belt correctly.

* A shoulder harness is worn across the
shoulder and chest with minimal, if any,
slack. The shoulder harness should not be
worn under the arm or behind the back.
Wearing the harness the wrong way could
cause serious internal injuries in a collision.

* The lap belt should be adjusted so that it is
snug and lies low across your hips after fastening. Otherwise, in a crash,
you could slide out of the belt, resulting in injury or death.

* Pregnant women should wear the lap belt as low as possible under the
abdomen, and the shoulder strap should be placed between the breasts
and to the side of the abdomen’s bulge.

You and all passengers must wear a seat belt or you and/or your passenger(s)

may be cited. If the passenger is under 16 years old, you may be cited if

they are not wearing their seat belt.

The graphic illustrates what can happen in a collision. If you are struck
from the side, the impact could push you back and forth across the seat.
Seat belts and shoulder harnesses keep you in a better position to control
the vehicle and may minimize serious injuries. The graphic also illustrates
how, when you collide, your vehicle stops, but you keep going at the same
speed you were traveling, until you hit the dashboard or windshield.

CHILD RESTRAINT SYSTEM AND SAFETY SEATS

Your child must be secured by either a federally-approved child passenger
restraint system or a safety belt depending on their height and age.

 Children under 2 years old must be secured in a rear-facing child
passenger restraint system unless the child is 40 pounds or more, or 3
feet 4 inches or taller.
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* Children under 8 years old, or who are less than 4 feet 9 inches tall, must
be properly secured in a federally-approved child passenger restraint
system.

* Children under 8 years old may ride in the front seat of a vehicle in a
federally-approved child passenger restraint system under the following
instances:

— There is no rear seat.

— The rear seats are side-facing jump seats.

— The rear seats are rear-facing seats.

— The child passenger restraint system cannot be installed properly
in the rear seat.

— All rear seats are already occupied by children 7 years old or
younger.

— Medical reasons require the child to not ride in the back seat.

* A child may not ride in the front seat of an airbag equipped vehicle if
they are in a rear-facing child passenger restraint system.

* Children who are 8 years old or older OR who have reached at least 4
feet 9 inches in height may use a properly secured safety belt meeting
federal standards.

NoreE: Child passenger restraint system installation may be checked by

contacting local law enforcement agencies and fire departments. As your

child grows, check to see if the child passenger restraint system is the right
size for your child.

RIDING SAFELY WITH AIR BAGS

Air bags are a safety feature that help keep you safer than a seat belt
alone. Ride at least 10 inches (measured from the center of the steering
wheel to your breastbone) from the air bag cover, if you can do this while
maintaining full control of the vehicle. If you cannot safely sit 10 inches
away from the air bag, contact your vehicle dealer or manufacturer for
advice about additional ways of moving back from your air bag.

Passengers should also sit at least 10 inches away from the passenger-side
air bag.

Norte: Children seated next to a side air bag may be at risk of serious or
fatal injury.
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UNATTENDED CHILDREN IN MOTOR VEHICLES

It is never a good idea to leave a child unattended in a vehicle. It is illegal
to leave a child 6 years old or younger unattended in a motor vehicle.
NortE: The child may be left under the supervision of a person 12 years
old or older.

DISTRACTED DRIVING

Anything that prevents you from operating your vehicle safely is a
distraction. The following are the 3 types of driver distractions:

* Visual—Eyes off the road.

* Cognitive—Mind off the road.

* Manual—Hands off the steering wheel.

Some actions that cause distracted driving and lead to vehicle collisions
are:

* Using a handheld device (for example, cell phone, music device).

* Reaching for an object inside the vehicle.

* Looking at an object or event outside of the vehicle.

* Reading.

+ Eating.

* Applying cosmetics (makeup).

More information regarding collisions and distractions can be found in
the Driver Distractions (FFDL 28) Fast Facts brochure.

HoT WEATHER RISKS

It is dangerous and illegal to leave children (CVC §15620) and/or animals
in a hot vehicle. After sitting in the sun, even if a window is slightly
opened, the temperature can rise rapidly inside a parked vehicle.

Dehydration, heat stroke, and death can result from overexposure to the
heat. California Penal Code §597.7 prohibits leaving or confining an
animal in any unattended motor vehicle under conditions that endanger
the health or well-being of an animal due to heat.
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TRAFFIC CONTROLS

TRAFFIC SIGNAL LIGHTS

Solid Red-A red traffic signal light means “STOP.” You can
make a right turn against a red traffic signal light after you stop. Z@\.
Yield to pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles close enough to be a \.
hazard. Make the right turn only when it is safe. Do not turn if a

“NO TURN ON RED” sign is posted.

Red Arrow-A red arrow means “STOP.” Remain stopped until
the green signal or green arrow appears. Do not turn against a -
red arrow.

Flashing Red—A flashing red traffic signal light means “STOP.”
After stopping, you may proceed when it is safe. Observe the
right-of-way rules.

Solid Yellow—A yellow traffic signal light means “CAUTION.” ~ ___
The red traffic signal light is about to appear. When you see the |O
yellow traffic signal light, stop if you can do so safely. If you A4
cannot stop safely, cross the intersection cautiously.

Yellow Arrow—A yellow arrow means the “protected” turning

time period is ending. Be prepared to obey the next traffic signal
light, which could be the green or red traffic signal light or the

red arrow.

Flashing Yellow—A flashing yellow traffic signal light warns
you to “PROCEED WITH CAUTION.” Slow down and be alert
before entering the intersection. Yield to any pedestrians,
bicyclists, or vehicles in the intersection. You do not need to stop
for a flashing yellow traffic signal light.

Flashing Yellow Arrow-This traffic signal light means turns @

are permitted (unprotected), but you must first yield to oncoming
traffic and pedestrians and then proceed with caution.

Solid Green—Give the right-of-way to any vehicle, bicyclist, =
or pedestrian in the intersection. A green traffic signal light ':\...:
means “GO.” If you are turning left, make the turn only if
you have enough space to complete the turn before creating a

hazard for any oncoming vehicle, bicyclist, or pedestrian. Do not enter the
intersection if you cannot get completely across before the traffic signal
light turns red. If you block the intersection, you can be cited.
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Green Arrow-A green arrow means “GO.” You must turn in
the direction the arrow is pointing after you yield to any vehicle, _‘
bicyclist, or pedestrian still in the intersection. The green arrow

allows you to make a “protected” turn. Oncoming vehicles, bicyclists, and
pedestrians are stopped by a red traffic signal light as long as the green
arrow is lighted.

Traffic Signal Light Not Working (Blackout)-The traffic signal light is

not working and/or no lights are showing on the signal. Proceed cautiously
as if the intersection is controlled by “STOP” signs in all directions.

PEDESTRIAN SIGNAL LIGHTS

Pedestrian traffic signal lights show words or pictures similar to the
following examples:

“Walk” or “Walking Person” pedestrian traffic signal light
means it is legal to cross the street.

“Don’t Walk” or “Raised Hand” pedestrian traffic signal light
means you may not start crossing the street.

Flashing “Don’t Walk” or Flashing “Raised Hand” traffic

signal light means do not start crossing the street because the
traffic signal light is about to change. If a pedestrian begins
crossing the street after the traffic signal light starts flashing, wait
until the pedestrian(s) has crossed the street before proceeding.

HE SH

Pedestrian traffic signal lights may also show numbers to indicate how
many seconds remain for crossing. These pedestrian traffic signal lights
allow pedestrians the flexibility to speed up if the crossing phase is about
to expire.

Pedestrian Phases (also called Pedestrian Scrambles)
are a series of crisscross, diagonal crosswalks that allow
pedestrians to cross in any direction at the same time,
including diagonally across the intersection. These signals
stop all vehicle traffic during the scramble phase. Some
pedestrian traffic signal lights may provide a beeping or chirping sound
or a verbal message. These traffic signal lights are designed to help blind
or visually impaired pedestrians cross the street.

At many traffic signal lights, you need to push the pedestrian push button
to activate the “Walk” or “Walking Person” pedestrian traffic signal
light. If there are no pedestrian signals, obey the vehicle traffic signal
lights.
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TRAFFIC SIGNS

The shape and color of a sign offers you a clue about the
information contained on the sign. Here are the common
shapes used:

An 8-sided red STOP sign indicates that you must make a
full “STOP” whenever you see this sign. Stop at the white
limit line (a wide white line painted on the street) or before
entering the crosswalk. If a limit line or crosswalk is not
painted on the street, stop before entering the intersection.
Check traffic in all directions before proceeding.

A 3-sided red YIELD sign indicates that you must slow
down and be ready to stop, if necessary, to let any vehicle,
bicyclist, or pedestrian pass before you proceed.

A square red and white regulatory sign indicates that you
must follow the sign’s instruction. For example, the DO NOT
ENTER sign means do not enter a road or off ramp where
the sign is posted (usually on a freeway off ramp). The
WRONG WAY sign may or may not be posted with the DO
NOT ENTER sign. If you see one or both of these signs,
drive to the side of the road and stop. You are going against
traffic. When safe, back out or turn around and return to the
road you were on. At night if you are going the wrong way,
the road reflectors will shine red in your headlights.

A sign that has a red circle with a red line through it always
indicates “NO.” The picture inside the circle shows what you
cannot do. The sign may be shown with or without words.

A yellow and black circular sign or an x-shaped sign indicates
that you are approaching a railroad crossing. You must look,
listen, slow down, and prepare to stop, if necessary. Let any
trains pass before you proceed. Many railroad crossings will
also have a blue and white sign to indicate what to do if there
is an emergency on or near the tracks, or if your vehicle has
stalled on the tracks.

A 5-sided sign indicates that you are near a school. Stop if
children are in the crosswalk.

A 4-sided diamond-shaped sign warns you of specific road
conditions and dangers ahead. Many warning signs are
diamond-shaped.
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Red and White Regulatory Signs

No U-turn No Left Turn
White Regulatory Signs
PEDESTRIANE Y I E L D
BHCYCLES TQ
e UPHILL
BROMEITED TRAFFIC
DO
NOT
PASS
SLOWER
TRAFFIC
KEEP
RIGHT

Highway Construction and Maintenance Signs

Guide Signs

‘ REST AREA
| 1mLE @

Hazardous Loads Placards Slow Moving Vehicle

>
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+ Atintersections without “STOP” or “YIELD” signs, slow down and be
ready to stop. Yield to traffic and pedestrians already in the intersection
or just entering the intersection. Also, yield to the vehicle or bicycle that
arrives first, or to the vehicle or bicycle on your right if it reaches the
intersection at the same time as you.

At “T” intersections without “STOP” or “YIELD” signs, yield to traffic
and pedestrians on the through road. They have the right-of-way.
When you turn left, give the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching
that are close enough to be dangerous. Also, look for motorcyclists,
bicyclists, and pedestrians.

Safety suggestion: While waiting to turn left, keep your wheels pointed
straight ahead until it is safe to start your turn. If your wheels are pointed
to the left, and a vehicle hits you from behind, you could be pushed into
oncoming traffic.

When you turn right, be sure to check for pedestrians who want to cross
the street and bicyclists riding next to you.

On divided highways or highways with several lanes, watch for vehicles
coming in any lane you cross. Turn either left or right only when it is safe.
When there are “STOP” signs at all corners, stop first and then follow
the rules listed above.

If you have parked on the side of the road or are leaving a parking lot,
etc., yield to traffic before reentering the road.

Roundabouts

A roundabout is an intersection where
traffic travels around a central island in a
counter-clockwise direction. Roundabouts
do not have bicycle lanes, so traffic must
share the road. Vehicles or bicycles
entering or exiting the roundabout must
yield to all traffic including pedestrians.

When you approach a roundabout:
* Slow down as you approach the
roundabout.

* Yield to pedestrians and bicyclists
crossing the roadway.

Multiple and single lane
roundabout

» Watch for signs and/or pavement markings that guide you or prohibit

certain movements.
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Towing Vehicles, Buses, or Large Trucks

When you tow a vehicle or trailer, or drive a bus or 3 or more axle truck,
you must drive in the right most lane or in a lane specially marked for
slower vehicles. If no lanes are marked and there are 4 lanes or more in
your direction, you may only drive in either of the 2 lanes closest to the
right edge of the road. Pedestrians, bicyclists, or other vehicles alongside
you may experience sudden strong winds when passing or being passed.
Slow down and pass safely, and pass only at a safe distance (3 feet or more
for bicyclists).

Around Children

When driving within 500 to 1,000 feet of a school while children are
outside or crossing the street, the speed limit is 25 mph unless otherwise
posted. Also, if the school grounds have no fence and children are outside,
never drive faster than 25 mph. Some school zones may have speed limits
as low as 15 mph. Near schools, look for:

* Bicyclists and pedestrians.

* School safety patrols or crossing ‘ *

guards. Be sure to obey their *
directions. For the crossing guard’s *

safety, allow them to safely get to
the side of the road before driving
ahead.

* Stopped school buses and children
crossing the street. Some school
buses flash yellow lights when
preparing to stop to let children off
the bus. The yellow flashing lights warn you to slow down and prepare
to stop. When the bus flashes red lights (located at the top front and
back of the bus), you must stop from either direction until the children
are safely across the street and the lights stop flashing. The law requires
you remain stopped as long as the red lights are flashing (CVC §22454).
If you fail to stop, you may be fined up to $1,000 and your driving
privilege could be suspended for 1 year. If the school bus is on the
other side of a divided or multilane highway (two or more lanes in each
direction), you do not need to stop.

All vehicles must stop
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Blind Intersections

The speed limit for a blind intersection is 15 mph. An intersection is
considered “blind” if there are no stop signs at any corner and you cannot
see for 100 feet in either direction during the last 100 feet before crossing.
If your view is blocked, move slowly forward until you can see.

Alleys
The speed limit in any alley is 15 mph.

Near Railroad Tracks

The speed limit is 15 mph within 100 feet of a railroad crossing where
you cannot see the tracks for 400 feet in both directions. You may drive
faster than 15 mph if the crossing is controlled by gates, a warning signal,
or a flagman.

At railroad or train crossings:

Look in both directions and listen
for trains. Many crossings have
multiple tracks; so, be ready to stop
before crossing, if necessary. Cross
railroad tracks only at designated
crossings and only when it is safe
to do so.

Expect a train on any track, at any
time, traveling in either direction. If
you need to stop after crossing the
tracks, wait until you can completely cross the tracks before proceeding.
Make sure your vehicle clears the tracks before you stop.

Never stop on the railroad tracks. If you are on the tracks, you risk
injury or death.

Watch for vehicles that must stop before they cross train tracks. These
vehicles include buses, school buses, and trucks transporting hazardous
loads.

Remember that flashing red traffic signal lights mean STOP! Stop at
least 15 feet, but no more than 50 feet, from the nearest track when the
crossing devices are active or a person warns you a train is coming.
Stop if you see a train coming or you hear the whistle, horn, or bell of
an approaching train.

Do not go under lowering gates or around lowered gates. Flashing red
warning lights indicate you must stop and wait. Do not proceed over the
railroad tracks until the red lights stop flashing, even if the gate rises.
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If the gates are lowered and you do not see a train approaching, call the
posted railroad emergency toll-free number or 9-1-1. Be ready to give a
detailed description of your location.

Light-Rail Transit Vehicle Crossings
The same rules apply to light-rail transit vehicle crossings as to train
crossings.

Notke: Light-rail transit vehicles are very quiet and accelerate more
quickly than trains.

Near Streetcars, Trolleys, or Buses

The passing speed limit, when safe
to pass, is no more than 10 mph. This
speed limit applies at a safety zone
or an intersection where a streetcar,
trolley, or bus is stopped and traffic
is controlled by a peace officer or
traffic signal light. A safety zone is
marked by raised buttons or markers
on the road and is set aside for pedestrians. You will most often see safety
zones in areas where street cars or trolleys and vehicles share the roadway.

Business or Residential Districts
The speed limit is 25 mph, unless otherwise posted.

Near Animals

If you see a sign with a picture of an animal (see example), be alert for
possible animals in or near the roadway. If you see animals or livestock
near the roadway, slow down and proceed with caution. Be sure to follow
directions from the person in charge of the animals. If you see

a stray animal in your path, slow down or stop if it’s safe. Do

not swerve as you may lose control of your vehicle and cause

an accident. Be aware of sudden movements from the animals

as they are unpredictable and may run into the roadway.
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VISUAL SEARCH

SCANNING

Scanning your surroundings (keeping your eyes moving) includes keeping
a safe distance around your vehicle. When another driver makes a mistake,
you need time to react. Give yourself this reaction time by keeping enough
space on all sides of your vehicle. This space will give you room to brake
or maneuver if necessary.

Know What Is Ahead

To avoid last minute moves, scan the road
10—15 seconds ahead of your vehicle so
you can see hazards early. Constantly
staring at the vehicle or road right in front
of your vehicle is dangerous. As you scan
ahead, be alert for vehicles around you.
Use your mirrors. Know what is behind
you, so you can prepare for what is ahead.

Take in the whole scene—If you only

. -7 Know the areas of your vehicle.
look at the middle of the road, you will Green is What Is Ahead? Blue
miss what is happening on the side of the is What Is At Your Side? Yellow

. . is Blind Spots/No Zones. Red is
road and behind you. Scanning helps you v+ s Behind You?

to see:

« Cars, motorcycles, bicycles,
pedestrians, and animals that may be
in the road by the time you reach them.

* Signs warning of problems ahead.

* Signs giving you directions.

Before changing lanes, look into your Tpochaded areas are your blind

rearview mirror for nearby vehicles and spots.

over your shoulder to check for blind

spots (see the yellow area in the image

above).
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Watch for hazards—Look beyond the vehicle ahead of you. Do not
develop a “fixed stare.” Check your rearview mirrors so you know the
position of vehicles near you. On the freeway, be ready for changes in
traffic conditions. Watch for signals from other drivers. Expect merging
vehicles at on-ramps and interchanges. Be prepared for rapid changes in
road conditions and traffic flow. Know which lanes are clear so you can
use them, if necessary.

Do not be a tailgater! Many drivers follow too closely (tailgate) and
are not able to see as far ahead as they should because the vehicle ahead
blocks their view.

If a vehicle merges in front of you too closely, take your foot off the

accelerator. This gives space between you and the vehicle ahead, without

having to slam on your brakes or swerve into another lane. To avoid
tailgating, use the “3 second rule’”: when the vehicle ahead of you passes

a certain point, such as a sign, count “one-thousand-one, one-thousand-

two, one-thousand-three.” This takes approximately 3 seconds. If you pass

the same point before you finish counting, you are following too closely.

You should allow for more space when:

* A tailgater is behind you. Allow extra space ahead and do not brake
suddenly. Slow down gradually or merge into another lane to prevent a
collision with the tailgater!

* Driving on slippery roads.

+ Following motorcyclists or bicyclists on wet or icy roads, metal surfaces
(e.g., bridge gratings, railroad tracks, etc.), and gravel. Motorcyclists and
bicyclists can fall easily on these surfaces.

* The driver behind you wants to pass. Allow room in front of your vehicle
so the driver will have space to move in front of you.

» Towing a trailer or carrying a heavy load. The extra weight makes it
harder to stop.

* Following large vehicles that block your view ahead. The extra space
allows you to see around the vehicle.

* You see a bus, school bus, or a placarded vehicle at railroad crossings.
These vehicles must stop at railroad crossings.

* Merging onto a freeway.
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Know What Is at Your Side

Any time you come to a place where people may cross or enter your path
or a line of traffic meets another, you should look to the left and right
sides of your vehicle to make sure no one is coming. Always look to each
side of your vehicle at intersections, crosswalks, and railroad crossings.

At intersections:

* Look both ways even if other traffic has a red traffic signal light or a
stop sign.

— Look to the left first, since vehicles coming from the left are closer
to you than vehicles coming from the right.

— Look to the right.

— Take one more look to the left in case there is a pedestrian, bicyclist,
or vehicle you did not see the first time.

* Do not rely on traffic signal lights. Some drivers do not obey traffic
signal lights. Before you enter an intersection, look left, right, and ahead
for approaching traffic.

To maintain enough space on each side of your vehicle:

* Do not stay in another driver’s blind spot. The other driver may not see
your vehicle and could change lanes and hit you.

* Avoid driving directly alongside other vehicles on multilane streets with
or without traffic in the opposite direction. Another driver might crowd
your lane or change lanes without looking and crash into you. Drive
either ahead of or behind the other vehicle.

* If possible and when safe, make room for vehicles entering freeways
even though you have the right-of-way.

» At freeway exits, do not drive alongside other vehicles. A driver may
decide to exit suddenly or swerve back onto the freeway.

 Keep a space between your vehicle and parked vehicles. Someone may
step out from between them, a vehicle door may open, or a vehicle may
pull out suddenly.

* Be careful when driving near motorcyclists or bicyclists. Always leave
plenty of room between your vehicle and any motorcyclists or bicyclists.
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Know What Is Behind You
It is very important to check behind you before you:

* Change lanes. Look over your shoulder to make sure you are not getting
in the way of vehicles in the lane you want to enter.

* Reduce your speed. Take a quick look in your mirrors. Also, check your
mirrors when you are preparing to turn into a side road or driveway, and
when you are stopping to pull into a parking space.

* Drive down a long or steep hill. Watch for large vehicles because they
can gather speed very quickly.

* Back up. Backing up is always dangerous because it is hard to see
behind your vehicle. When you are backing out of a parking space:

— Check in front and behind the vehicle before you get in.

— Know where your kids are. Make sure they are away from your
vehicle and in full view before moving your vehicle.

— If other children are nearby, make sure you can see them before
backing up.

— Do not depend only on your mirrors or only looking out a side
window.

— Turn and look over your right and left shoulders before you
begin backing. As a safety measure, look over your right and left
shoulders again while backing.

— Back slowly to avoid collisions.

Check traffic behind you often to know if you are being tailgated (another

driver is following too closely). If you are being tailgated, be careful!

Brake slowly before stopping. Tap your brakes lightly a few times to warn

the tailgater you are slowing down. “Lose” the tailgater as soon as you

can. Change lanes and allow the tailgater to pass you, or slow down to
allow enough space between you and the car in front of you. If this does
not work, pull off the road when it is safe and let the tailgater pass.

How WELL CAN You StoP?

If something is in your path, you need to see it in time to stop. Assuming

you have good tires, brakes, and dry pavement:

* At 55 mph, it takes about 400 feet to react and bring your vehicle to a
complete stop.

* At 35 mph, it takes about 210 feet to react and bring your vehicle to a
complete stop.
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CHOOSING A LANE

Traffic lanes are often referred t0 Example of numbered traffic lanes:
by number. The left or “fast” lane is
called the “Number 1 Lane.” The lane
to the right of the “Number 1 Lane” is
called the “Number 2 Lane,” then the
“Number 3 Lane,” etc. Drive in the
lane with the smoothest flow of traffic. If you can choose among three
lanes, pick the middle lane for the smoothest driving. To drive faster, pass,
or turn left, use the left lane. When you choose to drive slowly, enter or
exit traffic on the right, turn right, park, or move off the road, use the
right lane. If there are only two lanes in your direction, pick the right lane
for the smoothest driving. Do not weave in and out of traffic. Stay in one
lane as much as possible. Once you start through an intersection, keep
going. If you start to make a turn, follow through. Last minute changes
may cause collisions. If you miss a turn, continue until you can safely and
legally turn around.

CHANGING LANES
Changing lanes includes:

* Moving from one lane to another.

* Entering the freeway from an on-ramp.

* Entering the road from a curb or the shoulder.

Before changing lanes, signal, look in all your mirrors, and:

* Check traffic behind and beside you.

* Look over your shoulder in the direction you plan to move to make sure
the lane you want is clear.

* Check for vehicles, motorcyclists, and bicycle traffic in your blind spot.

* Be sure there is enough room for your vehicle in the next lane.

PASSING LANES

Before you pass, look ahead for road conditions and traffic that may cause
other vehicles to move into your lane. Never drive off the paved or main-
traveled portion of the road or on the shoulder to pass. The edge of the
main-traveled portion of the road may have a painted white line on the
road’s surface. Passing other vehicles at crossroads, railroad crossings,
and shopping center entrances is dangerous.
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Pass traffic on the left. You may pass on the right only when:

* An open highway is clearly marked for two or more lanes of travel in
your direction.

* The driver ahead of you is turning left and you do not drive off the
roadway to pass. Never pass on the left if the driver is signaling a left
turn.

CARPOOL/HIGH-OCCUPANCY VEHICLES (HOV) LANES

An HOV lane is a special lane used only for carpools, buses,
motorcycles, or decaled low-emission vehicles. You may use
a carpool/HOV lane or on-ramp if your vehicle carries the
posted minimum number of people required for the carpool
lane, or you drive a low emission or a zero emission vehicle
displaying a special DM V-issued decal. If you operate a
low emission, zero emission, and/or hybrid vehicle, you
may be exempt from all toll charges on high occupancy
toll (HOT) lanes. Motorcyclists may use designated carpool/HOV lanes,
unless otherwise posted. Signs at the on-ramp or along the freeway tell you
the minimum number of people per vehicle required for the carpool/HOV
lane(s). These signs also list the days of the week and the hours when the
carpool/HOV requirement applies. The pavement in this lane is marked
with a diamond symbol and the words “Carpool Lane.” These lanes are
also known as HOV lanes. Do not cross over double parallel solid lines to
enter or exit any carpool/HOV lane except at designated entry or exit places.

CENTER LEFT TURN LANES

A center left turn lane is located in 4
the middle of a two-way street and is "&-.
marked on both sides by two painted | ,+*_ >

lines. The inner line is broken and the
outer line is solid. If a street has a center - 1

left turn lane, you must use it to prepare

for or make a left turn, or to prepare for or make a permitted U-turn (CVC
§21460.5 (c)). You may only drive for 200 feet in the center left turn lane.
This lane is not a regular traffic lane or a passing lane. To turn left from
this lane, signal, look over your shoulder, and drive completely inside the
center left turn lane. Do not stop with the back of your vehicle blocking
traffic. Make sure the lane is clear in both directions and then turn only
when it is safe. Look for vehicles coming toward you in the same lane,
preparing to start their left turn. When turning left from a side street or
driveway, signal and wait until it is safe. Then you may drive into the
center left turn lane. Enter traffic only when it is safe.
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TURNOUT AREAS AND LANES

Special “turnout” areas are sometimes marked on two-lane

roads. Drive into these areas to allow cars behind you to pass. | %"
Some two-lane roads have passing lanes. If you are driving USE
slowly on a two-lane highway or road where passing is unsafe, |TURNOUTS
and 5 or more vehicles are following, you must drive into the
turnout areas or lanes to let the vehicles pass.

END-OF-LANE MARKINGS

Freeway lanes, as well as some city street
lanes, which are ending will usually be EXIT

marked by large broken lines painted
on the pavement. If you are driving in a
lane marked with these broken lines, be
prepared to exit the freeway or for the

lane to end. Look for a sign that tells you
to exit or merge, etc.

YIELD LINES

Yield lines, also known as “shark’s teeth,” consist of a line
of solid white triangles across a lane of traffic pointing
towards approaching vehicles. This line indicates the
point where the vehicle must yield/stop.

BICYCLE LANES

A bicycle lane is a designated traffic lane
for bicyclists defined by pavement markings
and signage. Bicycle lanes are sometimes
painted a bright green color to increase
visibility. There are multiple classes and
types of bicycle lanes, including:
* Bike Lane
— Established along streets adjacent to
vehicle traffic, typically defined by a single solid white line that
turns into a dashed line near an intersection.
* Buffered Bike Lane
— Provides greater separation from the adjacent vehicle traffic, as
well as on-street parking, by using chevron or diagonal markings.
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* Bike Route
— A designated preferred route for bicyclists on streets shared with
vehicle traffic, established by placing bike route signs and/or shared
roadway markings.
* Bicycle Boulevard
— A designated preferred route for bicyclists on streets shared with
vehicle traffic, intended to prioritize bicycle travel.
* Separated Bikeway
— Also known as a cycle track or protected bike lane, for the exclusive
use of bicyclists, and physically separated from vehicle traffic. The
separation may include flexible posts, grade separation, inflexible
barriers, or on-street parking.
Shared Roadway Bicycle Markings (Sharrows)
— Alerts traffic that bicyclists are allowed
to occupy this travel lane. When used
appropriately, sharrows can also help
bicyclists to maintain a safe lane position.
It is illegal to drive in a bicycle lane unless parking (where permitted),
entering or leaving the roadway, or turning (within 200 feet of the
intersection). Drivers of motorized bicycles should use caution to avoid
bicyclists, and use bike lanes at a speed that is reasonable and does not
endanger the safety of bicyclists.

TURNS

Left turns—To make a left turn, drive Example of a left turn:

close to the center divider line or into o d

the left turn lane. Begin signaling .

about 100 feet before the turn. Look P> > v

over your left shoulder and reduce

your speed. Stop behind the limit line. Look left, then right, then left
again, and make the turn when it is safe. When you turn left, do not turn
too soon and “cut the corner” of the lane belonging to the vehicles coming
towards you.

ImpPORTANT: Keep your wheels pointed straight ahead until it is safe to
start your turn. If your wheels are pointed to the left and a vehicle hits you
from behind, you could be pushed into oncoming traffic. A left turn
against a red light can only be made from a one-way street onto a one-way
street. Signal and stop for a red traffic light at the marked limit line. If
there is no limit line, stop before entering the crosswalk. If there is no
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crosswalk, stop before entering the intersection. You may turn left into a
left-moving, one-way street if there is no sign to prohibit the turn. Yield
to pedestrians, bicyclists, or other vehicles moving on their green light.

Right turns—To make a right turn, Example of a right turn:

drive close to the right edge of the

road. If there is a bike lane, drive } > 'L' TS,
into the bike lane no more than 200 '
feet before the turn. Watch for v
pedestrians, bicyclists, or

motorcyclists who may get
between your vehicle and the curb. ot |0k |-k |-ob | a6 | ob-| o

Begin signaling about 100 feet
before the turn. Look over your }
right shoulder and reduce your

speed. Stop behind the limit line.
Look both ways and turn when it
is safe. Do not turn wide into 200 feet is over half the length of an
another lane. Complete your turn American football field.

in the right lane.

Public Transit Bus Lanes—It is illegal to drive, stop, park, or leave a
vehicle standing in the area of a road designated for the exclusive use of
public transit buses unless a vehicle must cross the lane to make a turn.
Signs will be posted to indicate the lanes are for “bus only” use.

Right turn against a red traffic signal light—Signal and stop for a
red traffic signal light at the marked limit line. If there is no limit line,
stop before entering the crosswalk. If there is no crosswalk, stop before
entering the intersection. You may turn right if there is no sign to prohibit
the turn. Yield to pedestrians, motorcyclists, bicyclists, or other vehicles
moving on their green traffic signal light.
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Right turn onto a road with a dedicated
lane—You may make a right turn without
stopping if the road you are turning onto has
a nonmerging lane dedicated to right turning
vehicles, and there is no sign to prohibit a free
right turn. You may proceed without stopping,
even if there is a red traffic signal light located
within the island for vehicles proceeding straight through the intersection.
If there is a traffic signal light or sign on the right curb of the right turn
lane, you must follow the directions of that traffic signal light or sign.
Always yield to pedestrians within a crosswalk.

No turn against a red arrow—You may not turn right or left against a
red arrow.

EXAMPLES OF RIGHT AND LEFT TURNS

Numbers on the cars in the diagrams refer to numbered sentences on
these pages.

Always use your turn signals.

1. Left turn from a two-way street. Start the
turn in the left lane closest to the middle
of the street. Complete the turn, if safe, in
either lane of the cross street (shown by
the arrows). Use the center left turn lane if
one is available. A left turn may be made
from the other lane, if permitted by signs
Or arrows.

2. Right turn. Begin and end the turn in the lane nearest the right edge of
the road. Do not swing wide into another lane of traffic. Watch for
pedestrians, motorcyclists, and bicyclists between your vehicle and the
curb. Sometimes, signs or pavement markings will let you turn right
from another lane as shown by the graphic.

3. Left turn from a two-way street into a

one-way street. Start the turn from the - e
lane closest to the middle of the street. ‘:A\
Turn into any lane that is safely open, ® O

as shown by the arrows.

4. Left turn from a one-way street into a two-way street. Start the turn
from the far left lane. Turn into either of the lanes that are safely open,
as shown by the arrows.
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5. Left turn from a one-way street into a one-way street. Start the turn
from the far left lane. Watch for pedestrians, motorcyclists, and
bicyclists between your vehicle and the curb because they can legally
use the left turn lane for their left turns. Turn into any lane that is safely
open, as shown by the arrows.

6. Right turn from a one-way street into a
one-way street. Start the turn in the far L
right lane. If safe, you may end the turn in O in
any lane. Sometimes, signs or pavement
markings will let you turn right from
another lane, as shown by the graphic.

7. Turn at a “T” intersection from a one-
way street into a two-way street. Through —
traffic has the right-of-way. You may turn e R /
either right or left from the center lane. Y "
Watch for vehicles, motorcyclists, and :
bicyclists inside your turn.

LEGAL U-TURNS

A U-turn is turning your vehicle around in the street to go back the way
you came. To make a U-turn, signal and use the far left lane or the center
left turn lane. You may make a legal U-turn:

* Across a double yellow line when it is safe and legal.

* In a residential district:
— If there are no vehicles approaching you within 200 feet.
— Whenever a traffic sign, light, or traffic signal light protects you

from approaching vehicles.

* At an intersection on a green traffic signal light or green arrow, unless
a “No U-turn” sign is posted.

* On a divided highway, only if an opening is provided in the center
divider.
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ILLEGAL U-TURNS
Never make a U-turn:

At or on a railroad crossing.

On a divided highway by crossing a dividing section, curb, strip of land,
or two sets of double yellow lines.

Where you cannot see clearly 200 feet in each direction because of a
curve, hill, rain, fog, or other reason.

Where a “No U-turn” sign is posted.

When other vehicles may hit you.

On a one-way street.

In front of a fire station. Never use a fire station driveway to turn your
vehicle around.

In business districts. Areas with churches, apartments, multifamily
housing units, and public buildings (except schools) are also considered
to be business districts. Turn only at an intersection, unless a sign
prohibits it, or where openings are provided for turns.

PARKING

PARKING ON A HILL
When you park: Downhil " Uphil

On a sloping driveway, : o P
turn the wheels so the ..
vehicle will not roll i

into the street if the . -
brakes fail. Downbhill: turn the wheels toward the curb.

. Uphill: turn the wheels away from the curb.
Headed downhill, No curb: turn the wheels toward the shoulder of

turn your front theroad.

wheels into the curb

or toward the side of the road. Set the parking brake.

Headed uphill, turn your front wheels away from the curb and let your
vehicle roll back a few inches. The wheel should gently touch the curb.
Set the parking brake.

Headed either uphill or downhill when there is no curb, turn the wheels
so the vehicle will roll away from the center of the road if the brakes fail.

Always set your parking brake and leave the vehicle in gear or in the
“park” position.
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PARALLEL PARKING

Parallel parking is a driving technique Step 1
which allows you to park parallel to the
road in line with other parked vehicles.
The steps below explain how to parallel
park safely.

L.

Find a space. Look for a space at
least 3 feet longer than your vehicle.
When you find a space, signal that
you intend to park.

Bring your car to a stop alongside
the car at the front of the space.

2. Pull your vehicle alongside the I/
space or vehicle in front of where .
you intend to park. Leave T
approximately 2 feet between the UCDU
vehicle or space next to you and stop s
once your rear bumper is aligned to —
the front of the space where you
want to park. Check your rearview mirror and look over your shoulder
for approaching vehicles. Keep your foot on the brake and put the
vehicle in reverse. Maintain the signal.

3. Lift your foot off the brake. Before backing up, check your mirrors
and look over your shoulder for any hazards. Begin to back up, at
approximately a 45 degree angle.

Step 2 Step 3 . .

Reverse into the space with a Once the car is parallel with the

S motion. curb, pull forward to center your
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Using a placard/plate when the person it was issued to is not in the
vehicle with you (disabled child, family member, employer, etc.).
Using a deceased person’s placard/plate.

Norte: You must return the placard/plate of the deceased disabled person
to a DMV field office or mail to:

DMV
PO Box 942869, MS D238
Sacramento, CA 94269-0001

ILLEGAL PARKING

Never park or leave your vehicle:

Where a “No Parking” sign is posted.

On a marked or unmarked crosswalk, sidewalk, partially blocking a
sidewalk, or in front of a driveway.

Within 3 feet of a sidewalk ramp for disabled persons or in front of or
on a curb that provides wheelchair access to a sidewalk.

In a disabled person parking space, unless you are disabled and display
a placard or disabled person license plates.

In the space next to a disabled person parking space, if it is painted in a
crosshatched (diagonal) pattern (CVC §22507.8(c)(2)).

In a space designated for parking or fueling zero emission vehicles that
display an identifying decal, unless you are driving a zero emission
vehicle that you will charge in the space.

In a tunnel or on a bridge, except where permitted by signs.

Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant or a fire station driveway.

On or within 7% feet of a railroad track.

Between a safety zone and the curb.

“Double parked” (parking in the street when all legal parking places at
the curb are taken).

On the wrong side of the street.

At ared curb.

On a freeway, except:

— In an emergency.

— When a peace officer or device requires a stop.

— Where a stop is specifically permitted.
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Nore: If you must stop on a freeway, park completely off the pavement
and stay in your vehicle with the doors locked until help arrives. Leave
enough space for other vehicles to freely pass by your vehicle. Your vehicle
should be visible for at least 200 feet in each direction. A vehicle (even if
disabled) that is stopped, parked, or left standing on a freeway for more
than 4 hours may be removed (CVC §22651(f)).

SPECIAL PARKING RULES

* When you park alongside a curb on a level street, the front and back
wheels must be parallel and within 18 inches of the curb. Park parallel
to the street if there is no curb.

* Never leave your vehicle while the engine or the electric motor is still
running; stop the engine or the electric motor and set the parking brake.

* When you are ready to exit your vehicle, look carefully for passing
vehicles, bicyclists, and motorcyclists. Do not open the door unless it
is safe and you do not interfere with traffic. Do not leave the door open
longer than necessary.

* Disabled people with a placard or special plates may park in any parking
zone that is restricted as to the length of time parking
is permitted as indicated by a sign pursuant to a local
ordinance.

* Pursuant to CVC §22511, a local authority, by
ordinance or resolution, may designate stalls or
spaces on a public street within its jurisdiction for the
exclusive purpose of charging and parking a vehicle
that is connected for electric charging purposes.

SAFE DRIVING PRACTICES

G66-21B (CA)

SIGNALING

Always signal when turning left or right,

changing lanes, slowing down, or stopping. @ ©
Signaling lets other drivers, motorcyclists,
bicyclists, and pedestrians know your intentions.

LEFT TURN RIGHT TURN

Signals may be given by hand-and-arm positions @ @
or using the vehicle’s signal lights. If bright

sunlight makes the signal lights hard to see, also SLOW or STOP
use hand-and-arm signals.
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Motorcyclists often use hand signals to make themselves more visible.
Bicyclists may give right turn signals with their right arm held straight
out, pointing right.

Signal:

* During the last 100 feet before reaching the turning point (left or right
turn).

* Before every lane change. Check your mirrors, look over your shoulder,
and check your blind spot before changing lanes.

* At least 5 seconds before you change lanes on a freeway.

* Before pulling next to the curb or away from the curb.

* When you change directions.

* Even when you do not see other vehicles. A vehicle you do not see may
suddenly appear and hit you.

* If you plan to turn beyond an intersection. Start signaling when you are
in the intersection. If you signal too early, the other driver may think
you plan to turn into the intersection and they may pull out in front of
you. Remember to cancel your signal after turning.

STEERING

Recommendations for steering control and hand positions differ from
vehicle to vehicle based on the size, age, speed, and responsiveness of the
vehicle. While there is no one correct hand position or way to steer, the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has provided
some basic guidelines.

Hand Position

If you think of the steering wheel as the face of a clock, place your hands
at 9 and 3 o’clock, or slightly lower at 8 and 4 o’clock. To reduce face,
arm, and hand injuries in the case of a deployed air bag, you should grip
the outside of the steering wheel, with your knuckles on the outside of the
wheel, and your thumbs stretched along the rim.

Controlling the Vehicle
There is no one correct way to steer a vehicle safely, but here are a few
steering methods recommended by NHTSA:

» Hand-to-Hand Steering— This steering method may also be called
“push/pull” steering. Using this steering method, your hands do not
cross over the face of the steering wheel, and therefore there is less
chance of injury to your face, arms, or hands in the event of an air bag
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deploying. When using this method, start with your hands at 9 and 3
o’clock, or slightly lower at 8 and 4 o’clock. Depending on the direction
you are turning, one hand will push the wheel up, and the opposite hand
pulls down.

Hand-Over-Hand Steering— This method of steering can be used
when turning at low speeds, parking, or recovering from a skid. When
using this method, start with your hands at 9 and 3 o’clock, or slightly
lower at 8 and 4 o’clock. Depending on the direction you are turning,
one hand will push the wheel up, while the other hand will let go, reach
across the other arm, grasp the wheel, and pull up.

One Hand Steering— NHTSA recommends using one-hand steering
only when turning while backing, or operating vehicle controls that
require removing a hand from the steering wheel. The only time that
a 12 o’clock hand position is recommended is when backing a vehicle
while turning, as the driver must turn in their seat to see the path of
the vehicle. The placement of hands on the wheel at 9 and 3 o’clock, or
slightly lower at 8 and 4 o’clock, is critical to vehicle balance.

HORN, HEADLIGHTS, AND EMERGENCY SIGNALS

Use Your Horn

Only when necessary, to avoid collisions.

To try to get “eye contact” with other drivers. You may tap your horn to
alert another driver who might turn in front of you and cause a collision.
On narrow mountain roads, where you cannot see at least 200 feet ahead
of your vehicle.

Do Not Use Your Horn

If a driver or bicyclist is moving slowly, and you want them to drive
faster or get out of your way. The driver or bicyclist may not be able to
safely go faster due to illness, being lost, intoxication, or mechanical
problems with the vehicle.

To alert other drivers that they made a mistake. Your honking may cause
them to make more mistakes or become angry and retaliate.

Because you may be angry or upset.

To honk at pedestrians, bicyclists, or motorcyclists unless necessary to
avoid a collision. Remember that your horn sounds much louder outside
a vehicle.

Note: Honking your horn may startle other drivers. It is safer to slow
down or stop instead of honking your horn.
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Use Your Headlights

* If weather conditions require you to use your windshield wipers, you
are required to turn on your low-beam headlights.

* Any time conditions (clouds, rain, snow, dust, smoke, fog, etc.) prevent
you from seeing other vehicles.

* On small country or mountain roads, even on sunny days.

* In darkness and when visibility does not allow clear recognition of a
person or vehicle from a distance of 1,000 feet.

* When the vehicle is operated from 30 minutes after sunset to 30 minutes
before sunrise.

* When a regulatory (white) road sign is posted stating headlights must
be on.

* To increase your vehicle’s visibility to others while driving — even on
bright days and especially when the sun is low on the horizon.

Use Your Emergency Signals

If you can see a collision ahead, warn the drivers behind you by turning on
your emergency flashers or tapping your brake pedal quickly 3 or 4 times.
You can also use the hand signal when slowing and stopping.

Never stop on the road unless necessary for safety or to obey a law. If you
need to stop, start braking early as a signal to the cars behind you. If your
vehicle breaks down on the road, make sure that other drivers can see
it. If you experience vehicle trouble and need to stop, follow these rules:
* Pull off the road away from all traffic, if possible.

* If you cannot get completely off the road, stop where people can see
you and your vehicle from behind. Do not stop just over a hill or just
around a curve.

* Turn on your emergency flashers if you are not moving. If your vehicle
doesn’t have emergency flashers, turn signals may be used instead.

« If it is safe, lift the hood to signal an emergency.

* Give other drivers plenty of warning. Place emergency flares or
triangles 200-300 feet behind the vehicle. This allows other drivers
time to change lanes, if necessary. Be very careful when using flares.
They may cause fires, especially when used near flammable liquids.

* If you do not have emergency flares, follow the rules listed above and
stay in your vehicle until help arrives. Be careful for your safety and
stay off the road.
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HANDS OFF THE
MOBILE DEVICE

A driver's mobile device must be mounted
on the windshield, dashboard, or center
console of the vehicle.

It can’t block a driver’s view of the road.

A driver may only use a single swipe or
touch on the mounted device.

It is against the law for minors to use a
hands-free device while driving.

DRIVING
CHANGE... f&




VEHICLE POSITIONING

FoLLOWING DISTANCES

Suppose you are on a two-lane road with an oncoming vehicle approaching
and a bicyclist ahead to your right. Instead of driving between the vehicle
and the bicyclist, take one danger at a time. First, slow down and let the
oncoming vehicle pass. Then, when it is safe, move to the left to allow
plenty of room (at least 3 feet) to pass the bicyclist.

Persons Who Present Dangers to Drivers

Increase your following distance and allow a bigger space for drivers who
may be potentially dangerous. Persons who present dangers are:

* Drivers who cannot see you because their view is blocked by buildings,
trees, or other cars.

* Drivers backing out of driveways or parking spaces.

* Drivers who pass you when there is a curve or oncoming vehicle(s)
ahead.

* Drivers about to be forced into your lane to avoid a vehicle, pedestrian,
bicyclist, obstruction, or because of fewer lanes ahead.

* Pedestrians with umbrellas in front of their faces or hats pulled down
over their eyes.

* Distracted people, such as:

Delivery persons.

Construction workers.

Distracted pedestrians, such as those talking or texting on their
electronic wireless communications device.

Children, who often run into the street without looking.

Drivers talking or texting on their electronic wireless
communications device or speaking to their passengers.

Drivers taking care of children, eating, or looking at maps while
driving.

* Confused people, such as:

Tourists, often at complicated intersections.
Drivers who are looking for a house number or slow down for no
apparent reason.
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When turning left, do not start the turn just because an approaching
vehicle has its right turn signal on. The driver may plan to turn just beyond
you, or the signal may have been left on from an earlier turn. This is
particularly true of motorcycles. Their signal lights often do not turn off
automatically. Wait until the other driver actually starts to turn before
you continue.

Space to Exit

When you plan to exit the freeway, give yourself plenty of time. You

should know the name or number of the freeway exit you want, as well as

the one that comes before it. To exit safely:

» Signal, look over your shoulder, and change lanes one at a time until you
are in the proper lane to exit the freeway.

+ Signal your intention to exit for approximately 5 seconds before reaching
the exit.

* Be sure you are at the proper speed for leaving the traffic lane—not too
fast (so you remain in control) and not too slow (so the flow of traffic
can still move freely).

PASSING

When Approaching to Pass

Before you pass, look ahead for road conditions and traffic that may cause

other vehicles to move into your lane. Only pass when safe to do so.

You must judge whether you have enough room to pass whenever you

approach:

* An oncoming vehicle.

* A hill or curve.

* An intersection.

* A road obstruction.

* A bicyclist.

Do not pass:

* If you are approaching a hill or curve and cannot see if other traffic is
approaching.

* Within 100 feet of an intersection, bridge, tunnel, railroad crossing, or
areas that could cause concern.
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How to pass:

Never drive off the paved or main-traveled portion of the road or on the
shoulder to pass. The edge of the main-traveled portion of the road may
have a painted white line on the road’s surface. Passing other vehicles at
crossroads, railroad crossings, and driveways is dangerous.

Pass traffic on the left. You may pass on the right only when:

* An open highway is clearly marked for 2 or more lanes of travel in your
direction.

* The driver ahead of you is turning left and you do not drive off the
roadway to pass. Never pass on the left if the driver is signaling a left
turn.

* On a one-way street.

Always signal before passing. You may also lightly tap your horn, or

briefly flash your lights, to let the other driver know you intend to pass.

Do not pull out to pass unless you know you have enough space to pull

back into your lane.

Avoid passing other vehicles, including motorcycles and bicycles, on two-
lane roads. Every time you pass, you increase your chances of having a
collision. When you pass a bicyclist, slow down and pass the bicyclist only
when safe, allowing for a minimum of 3 feet between your vehicle and the
bicyclist where possible. Do not squeeze the bicyclist off the road.

Returning to a Lane After Passing

Before you return to your driving lane, be sure you are not dangerously
close to the vehicle you have just passed. One way to do this is to look
for the vehicle in your inside rearview mirror. When you can see both
headlights in your rearview mirror, you may have enough room to return
to your driving lane. Do not count on having enough time to pass several
vehicles at once or that other drivers will make room for you.

Being Passed

If a vehicle is passing you, or has signaled intent to pass, you should avoid
accelerating and maintain your lane position to allow the vehicle to pass
you. Do not accelerate or try to go faster to avoid being passed.
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SHARING THE ROAD

LARGE TRUCKS (BIG RIGS) AND RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES (RVS)

To reduce the chance of having a collision with a large truck or RV,
you must be familiar with a big rig’s physical capabilities and how it
maneuvers.

Braking

Large trucks take longer to stop than passenger vehicles traveling at the
same speed. The average passenger vehicle traveling at 55 mph can stop
within 400 feet. However, a large truck traveling at the same speed can
take almost 800 feet to stop. Do not move in front of a large truck and
suddenly slow down or stop. The truck driver will not be able to stop
quickly enough to avoid crashing into you.

Trucker’s Blind Spots—the “No Zone”

Passenger vehicle drivers incorrectly
assume that a trucker can see the
road better because they are higher
off the road. While truckers do have
a better forward view and bigger
mirrors, they still have large blind
spots or “NO ZONES” where your
vehicle can disappear from a truck

driver’s view. Shaded areas are the driver’s blind
spots.

If you stay in those blind spots, you
block the trucker’s ability to take evasive action to avoid a dangerous
situation. Generally speaking, if you cannot see the truck driver in their
side mirror, they cannot see you.

Turning

When a vehicle makes a turn, the rear wheels follow a shorter path than
the front wheels. The longer the vehicle, the greater the difference in
the turning path. This is why big rig drivers must often swing wide to
complete a right turn. When you follow a big rig, look at its turn signals
before you start to pass. If the truck appears to be turning left, check
the turn signals again; the driver may actually be turning right but first
swinging wide.
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Before turning right,
YD U R VI Ew look over your right shoulder to
scan for bicyclists.
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Maneuverability

Trucks are not as maneuverable as passenger vehicles. Large trucks have
longer stopping and starting distances. They take more space for turns
and weigh more. When no signs are posted, these vehicles must be driven
in the right traffic lane or as close as possible to the right edge of the
roadway.

On a divided highway with 4 or more traffic lanes in one direction, these
vehicles may also be driven in the lane just to the left of the right lane.

Avoid these mistakes when driving around large trucks:

* Cutting off a truck in traffic or on the highway to reach an exit
or turn. Cutting into the open space in front of a truck is dangerous.
Slow down and take your turn entering the construction zone. Do not
speed up to pass a truck, so you can exit the roadway. Take a moment
to slow down and exit behind a truck.

* Lingering alongside a truck when passing. Always pass a large truck
on the left side, and after you pass the truck, move ahead of it. Do not
linger. Otherwise, you make it very difficult, if not impossible, for the
trucker to take evasive action if an obstacle appears in the road ahead.

* Following too closely or tailgating. When you follow so closely
behind a truck that you cannot see the truck driver’s side view mirrors,
the trucker cannot see you and has no way of knowing you are there.
Tailgating a truck, or any vehicle, is dangerous because you decrease
your own safety distance if the vehicle in front of you stops quickly.

* Underestimating the size and speed of an approaching tractor-
trailer. A large tractor-trailer often appears to be traveling at a slower
speed because of its large size. Many collisions involving a passenger
vehicle and large truck occur at intersections, when the passenger
vehicle’s driver did not realize how close the truck was or how fast it
was traveling.

BuUsES, STREETCARS, AND TROLLEYS

Do not drive through a safety zone, which is a space set aside for
pedestrians, marked by raised buttons or markers on a roadway. When
people are boarding or leaving a streetcar or trolley where there is no
safety zone, stop behind the vehicle’s nearest door or vehicle platform and
wait until the people have reached a safe place. When a bus, streetcar, or
trolley is stopped at a safety zone or at an intersection where traffic is
controlled by a peace officer or traffic signal light, you may pass at no
more than 10 mph.
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Do not overtake and pass any light-rail vehicle or streetcar on the left side,
whether it is moving or standing.

EXCEPTIONS:

* When you are on a one-way street.

* When the tracks are so close to the right side that you cannot pass on
the right.

* When a traffic officer directs you to pass on the left.

LIGHT-RAIL VEHICLES

Light-rail vehicles have the same rights
and responsibilities on public roadways
as other vehicles. Although everyone
must follow the same traffic laws,
light-rail vehicles require exceptional
handling ability because of their size.

Do not turn in front of light-rail vehicles.

Safely share the road with light-rail
vehicles by:

* Being aware of where light-rail vehicles operate. Buildings, trees, etc.,
cause blind spots for the trolley operator.

* Never turning in front of an approaching light-rail vehicle.

* Maintaining a safe distance from the light-rail vehicle if it shares a street
with vehicular traffic.

* Looking for approaching light-rail Safety zones are marked by dotted
vehicles before you turn across the White lines.
tracks. Complete your turn only if a
traffic signal light indicates you may
proceed.

Nore: Light-rail vehicles can interrupt

traffic signal lights. Do not proceed

until the traffic signal light indicates

you may proceed.
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EMERGENCY VEHICLES

You must yield the right-of-way Yield to emergency vehicles.
to any police vehicle, fire engine,
ambulance, or other emergency
vehicle using a siren and red lights.
Drive to the right edge of the road and
stop until the emergency vehicle(s)
have passed. However, never stop in
an intersection. If you are in an intersection when you see an emergency
vehicle, continue through the intersection and then, drive to the right as
soon as it is safe and stop. Emergency vehicles often use the wrong side
of the street to continue on their way. They sometimes use a loudspeaker
to talk to drivers blocking their path.

You must obey any traffic direction, order, or signal given by a traffic
or peace officer, or a firefighter even if it conflicts with existing signs,
signals, or laws.

It is against the law to follow within 300 feet behind any fire engine,
police vehicle, ambulance, or other emergency vehicle with a siren or
flashing lights (CVC §217006).

If you drive for sight-seeing purposes to the scene of a fire, collision, or
other disaster, you may be arrested. Casual observers interfere with the
essential services of police, firefighter, ambulance crews, or other rescue
or emergency personnel.

SLow-MoVING VEHICLES

Some vehicles are not designed to

keep up with the speed of traffic.

Farm tractors, animal-drawn carts, g
and road maintenance vehicles Q
usually travel 25 mph or less. Slow-
moving vehicles have an orange/red
triangle on the back of the vehicles. It

looks like the sign in the picture to the right. Look for these vehicles and
adjust your speed before you reach them.

A Slow-Moving Vehicle

Also, be aware that large trucks, bicyclists, and small-underpowered cars
lose speed on long or steep hills and take longer to get up to speed when
entering traffic.
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Other types of slow-moving motorized vehicles, such as wheelchairs, scooters,
neighborhood electric vehicles (NEVs), and golf carts may legally operate on
public roads. Adjust your speed accordingly to accommodate them.

Vehicles proceeding at a speed less than the flow of traffic and moving on
a two-lane highway where passing is unsafe, must turn off the roadway at
the nearest place designated as a turnout or wherever sufficient area for
a safe turnout exists, if a line of 5 or more vehicles forms behind them.

NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRIC VEHICLES (NEV) AND Low-
SPEED VEHICLES (LSV)

When you see these signs or markings: NEV USE ONLY or NEV
ROUTE, watch out for slow-moving vehicles in the roadway. NEVs and
LSVs are restricted from roadways where the speed limit is greater than
35 mph (CVC §§385.5 and 21260). NEVs and LSVs reach a maximum
speed of 25 mph. Owners of registered NEVs and LSVs must comply with
financial responsibility laws and have a valid DL to operate the vehicle.

ANIMAL-DRAWN VEHICLES

Horse-drawn vehicles and riders of horses or other animals are entitled to
share the road with motor vehicles. It is a traffic offense to scare horses or
stampede livestock. Slow down or stop, if necessary, or when requested
to do so by the riders or herders.

MOTORCYCLES

Motorcyclists have the same rights and responsibilities as automobile
drivers. While everyone must follow the same traffic laws, motorcyclists
face additional dangers because motorcycles require exceptional handling
ability and are harder to see. Therefore, many motorcycles keep their
headlight on at all times, even during daylight hours.

Motorcyclists can do many things to increase their chances of being seen
by drivers and other road users, including:

» Wearing a bright-colored jacket, vest, and helmet.

* Wearing reflective material on helmets and clothes.

* Using turn signals when planning to change lanes or turn.

Flashing their brake lights before slowing down to help others notice
the motorcycle.

* Avoiding blind spots of other vehicles and not lingering between
vehicles when lane splitting.

Using high beam headlights during daylight hours.
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* Making left and right turns in the same way drivers do, using the same
turn lanes. If the bicyclist is traveling straight ahead, they should use a
through traffic lane rather than ride next to the curb and block traffic
making right turns.

Bicyclists shall not operate a bicycle on a roadway unless the bicycle is

equipped with a brake which will enable the operator to make a one-wheel

skid on dry, level, clean pavement.

During darkness, bicyclists should avoid Turns for bicyclists:
wearing dark clothing and must have the

following equipment: A/&

* A front lamp emitting a white light . 'v\\/v
visible from a distance of 300 feet. Q

* A rear red reflector or a solid or

flashing red light with a built in
reflector that is visible from a distance

Intersections with special lanes:

of 500 feet.
* A white or yellow reflector on each
pedal or on the bicyclist’s shoes or \
ankles visible from a distance of 200 [~ ™~ \ o
feet. >

* A white or yellow reflector on the front
wheel, a white or red reflector on the
rear wheel, or reflectorized tires.

Bicyclists have the right to operate on the road and may:

» Lawfully be permitted to ride on certain sections of freeways where
there is no alternate route and bicycling is not forbidden by a sign.

* Move left to avoid hazards such as parked or moving vehicles, bicycles,
animals, or debris.

* Choose to ride near the left curb or edge of a one-way street.

Bicycles in Travel Lanes

Bicyclists traveling slower than the flow of traffic must ride as close as

practicable to the right curb or edge of the roadway except in the following

situations:

+ Passing a vehicle or another bicycle in the same direction.

* Preparing to make a left turn at an intersection, into a private road, or
at a driveway.

* When necessary to avoid a hazard or road condition (i.e., pedestrians,
animals, surface hazards).
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When a lane is too narrow for a bicycle Right Wrong
and a vehicle to travel safely side-by-
side within the lane.

When approaching a right turn.

If the roadway is a one-way road with
two or more lanes. In this case, a
bicyclist may ride near the left curb or
edge of roadway as practicable. With
any slow-moving vehicle or bicycle,
drivers should follow at a safe distance and, when it is safe, the bicyclist
should move to a position that allows vehicles to pass.

Passing a bicyclist that is in the travel lane at a safe distance may require
changing into another lane, passing safely and quickly, and returning to
your original lane leaving room bet