
Three Common “Types” of Christian Theology  
(Adapted from Justo González’s Christian Thought Revisited: Three Types of Theology by LBHS Shalom) 

 

Topic Type A Type B Type C 

 
Geographical Origins 

 
Carthage 

 
Alexandria 

 
Asia Minor & Syria 

 
Representative Early 
Church Theologian 

 
Tertullian 

 
Origen 

 
Irenaeus 

 
Main Interest 

 
Moral 

 
Metaphysical 

 
Pastoral 

 
Main Category 

 
Law 

 
Truth 

 
History 

 
Philosophical 
Orientation 

 
Stoic 

 
Platonic 

 
None in Particular 

 
 

Forerunners 

 
Clement of Rome 

Hermas 
Second Clement 

 
Philo (Justin) 

Clement of Alexandria 

 
Ignatius 
Polycarp 

Theophilius 

 
God 

 

 
Lawgiver & Judge 

 
Ineffable One & 

Transcendent 

 
Shepherd & Father 

 
Creation 

 

 
Complete 

 
Originally Spiritual 

 
Begun 

 
Sin 

 
Breaking the Law 

 
Not Contemplating the 

One 

 
Anticipatory Disobedience 

 

 
Original Sin 

 

 
Inherited 

 
Individual 

 
One Sinned for All  
(Human solidarity) 

 
Human Predicament 

 
Moral debt 

 

 
Forgetfulness & 

Obfuscation 

 
Subjection 

 
Work of Christ 

 
Expiation 

 
Example 

 
Victory 

 
Sacraments 

 
Washing & Merit 

 
Reminders & Symbols 

 
Grafting & Nutrition 

 
Final Consummation 

 

 
Kingdom of Law & Order 
 

 
Contemplation & Return 

to God 

 
Kingdom of Freedom & 

Growth 

 

Scriptural 
Interpretation 

 
Moral Code & Prophecy 

 
Allegory 

 
Typology & Prophecy 

 

 


