
by JODIE CAIN SMITH
t h e  B R A C K I S H  W A T E R S  s e r i e s

Jules came home for safety, but the wolves
were already at the door.

Set on the western shore of Mobile Bay, Jules and her family
think they are safe from the national crisis tearing the US
apart, but safety is elusive. A radical militia is seizing control—
block by block, family by family. And Jules is in the crosshairs
between the militia’s iron ideology and US Army boots digging
deep into the sulfur-rich soil of Bellefontaine, Alabama. 

With the near-future dystopia of Station Eleven and the cold
fury of The Handmaid’s Tale, Brackish Waters explores what
happens when the national collapse happens in your
hometown. If Jason Bourne ran home instead of away and
Katniss refused to enter the Arena, they’d find themselves
alongside Jules and every daring move she makes. 

In this fast-paced, atmospheric tale, the country breaks, and
Bellefontaine breaks with it, but Jules refuses. The Brackish
Waters series puts a face on extremism and makes the reader
feel every inch of what it costs to resist. 

Jodie Cain Smith is the founder of the Mobile Literary
Festival, Event Coordinator at The Haunted Book Shop, the
2025 Mobile Arts Council Literary Artist of the Year, and a
Page Turner Award Winner. When not working, Jodie hangs
out with her long-suffering husband and the best kid ever
created. Seriously, the kid is amazing, and the husband puts
up with a lot.
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