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History of Indian Mountaineering: A Journey to the
Summits

Mountaineering in India is a story of adventure, exploration, and human resilience set
against the backdrop of the majestic Himalayas. From ancient myths to modern
achievements, the journey of Indian mountaineering has inspired generations. This chapter
delves into its historical evolution, key milestones, and statistical insights to make it
engaging and informative for students.

Ancient and Cultural Foundations

The Himalayas, known as the "Abode of Snow," hold a revered place in Indian mythology
and culture. Peaks like Mount Kailash are considered sacred as the abode of Lord Shiva.
Though revered, these mountains were seen as divine rather than destinations for sport or
exploration.

Colonial Era: The Advent of Exploration

The British colonial period introduced scientific and geographic exploration of the
Himalayas:

Survey of India (1767): Laid the foundation for understanding the geography of the region.

- Radhanath Sikdar (1830s): An Indian mathematician, calculated the height of
Mount Everest.

- 1883: Sir William Conway conducted early reconnaissance in the Karakoram.
- 1909: Duke of Abruzzi attempted K2, laying groundwork for future expeditions.
Golden Age of Himalayan Exploration (1920s—1940s)
This era marked systematic attempts to conquer Himalayan peaks:
- 1936: The first ascent of Nanda Devi (7,816m) by a British-American team.

- World War Il impact: Mountain warfare training increased mountaineering skills
among soldiers, indirectly benefitting Indian enthusiasts.

Post-Independence Era (1947 onwards)

India’s independence ushered a new phase where mountaineering became a national
priority:

Formation of Institutions

Indian Mountaineering Foundation (IMF): Established in 1957 to coordinate expeditions
and promote mountaineering.

Training Centers:
- Himalayan Mountaineering Institute (HMI), Darjeeling (1954).
- Nehru Institute of Mountaineering (NIM), Uttarkashi. (1965).
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Key Expeditions
- 1955: Nanda Devi East climbed by an Indian team led by Gurdial Singh.

- 1965: First successful Indian expedition to Mount Everest, led by Captain M.S. Kohli.
A record nine climbers summited, showcasing India’s capability.

Rise of Sport Climbing

Sport climbing gained momentum, with competitions organized by IMF and state
associations. India’s participation in IFSC World Championships highlights this growth.

Mountaineering Statistics and Data

Growth in Participation
- Over 10,000 participants annually in mountaineering courses across India.

- States like Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, and Sikkim account for 60% of
adventure tourism activities.

Economic Impact

- Adventure tourism, including mountaineering, contributes over INR 15,000 crore to
the Indian economy annually.

- Local employment: Guides, porters, and logistics teams are integral, creating over
100,000 jobs.

Institutional Support

- IMF organizes 20-30 major expeditions yearly and oversees international
collaborations.

- Women'’s participation has grown by 35% in the last decade.

Environmental Awareness
Modern expeditions focus on sustainability:
- IMF’s "Clean the Himalayas" campaigns promote eco-friendly mountaineering.

- Bans on single-use plastics in trekking routes.

Let’s continue the journey of exploration, respect for nature, and pushing human
boundaries—a legacy that defines Indian mountaineering.
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