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USAGE OF COMMUNICATION DEVICE: WALKIE TALKIE

In adventure sports, trekking, and mountaineering, a walkie-talkie is an essential tool for
communication, especially in remote or rugged areas where mobile phone networks may be
unavailable. Here's an overview of its usage and how to operate it:

e Communication in Remote Areas: Walkie talkies allow team members to stay
connected in areas without cellular coverage. This is crucial for coordinating
movements, sharing updates, and alerting others in case of emergencies.

o Safety: They help ensure the safety of the group by enabling real time
communication between members who may be spread out over different locations,
such as on different parts of a trail or climb.

e Coordination: Walkie talkies facilitate the organization and management of teams,
allowing leaders to give instructions, share route information, or respond quickly to
any issues.

e Emergency Situations: In case of an accident or emergency, walkie talkies provide a
lifeline for calling for help, guiding rescuers, or managing the situation until help
arrives.

How to Use a Walkie Talkie

Basic Operation:
e Power On/Off: Turn the walkie-talkie on using the power button or switch.

e Channel Selection: Choose the correct channel for your group. Ensure all devices are
set to the same channel to communicate effectively.

e Volume Adjustment: Adjust the volume to a comfortable level to hear
communications clearly without causing distractions.

Speaking:

e Press to Talk (PTT) Button: Hold down the PTT button when you want to speak.
Release it to listen.

e Speak Clearly: Speak clearly and directly into the microphone. Keep your message
brief and to the point.

e Pause Before Speaking: Wait a second after pressing the PTT button before speaking
to ensure your message is not cut off.

Listening:

e Release the PTT Button: Release the PTT button when you’re done speaking to listen
to the response.

e Stay Alert: Keep the device close and stay attentive to incoming messages.
Etiquette:

e Use Call Signs: Use call signs or names to identify who is speaking. This helps avoid
confusion in larger groups.
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if no immediate action is needed.

o Keep it Brief: Avoid long conversations. Be concise to keep the channel clear for

important communications.

Battery Management:
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e Acknowledge Messages: Always acknowledge that you’ve received a message, even

e Check Battery Life: Regularly check the battery level to ensure it doesn’t run out of
power during crucial moments.

e Carry Spare Batteries: For longer trips, carry spare batteries or a portable charger.

Emergency Channel:

e Know the Emergency Channel: Some walkie talkies have a dedicated emergency

channel or feature. Familiarize yourself with it.

Range Awareness:

e Understand the Range: Know the effective range of your walkie talkie. Obstructions

like mountains or dense forests can reduce the range, so plan accordingly.

Worldwide Common Walkie-Talkie Phrases

‘Phrase HMeaning

‘Copy HMessage received and understood.

‘Roger HAcknowIedgement of a message.

‘Over HEnd of your transmission; waiting for a reply.
‘Out HEnd of communication; no reply expected.
‘Over and Out HEnd of communication entirely (not commonly used together).
‘Go Ahead HReady to receive your message.

‘Stand By HPIease wait; I'll get back to you shortly.
‘Negative HNo, or-permission denied.

‘Affirmative HYes, or permission granted.

‘Come In HAre you there? Ready to communicate?

‘Say Again HRepeat your last message.

‘Break HI need to interrupt for an urgent message.

‘Read You Loud and Clear

HI can hear you perfectly.

‘Do You Read Me?

HDo you hear and understand me?

‘Mayday HEmergency distress signal.
‘Wilco HWiII comply with your instructions.
‘Seelonce HKeep radio silence due to an emergency.

‘Seelonce Feenee

HEmergency communication has ended; normal traffic resumes.

‘Checking In HReporting my status/location.
‘Clear HChanneI is free for use.
‘Mic Check HTesting microphone functionality.
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