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OLH CELEBRATES MAY IN A BIG WAY
The month of May
made its appearance

in
what
seemed to be record time, with
the celebrations of First Holy
Communion coming immediately
after the Easter vacation.
Saturday, May 4, was a special day as
the sun shone brightly on OLH students who received
First Eucharist at their home parishes: St. Rosalie’s,
Our Lady of Poland, Most Holy Trinity, St. Andrew’s
and Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Their pastors,
Fathers Maddaloni, Mike, Janusz, Ryan and Peter took
pride in welcoming them to the Lord’s table.

The entire second grade then gathered to lead a
special liturgy with the entire school on the following Friday. Father Robert Ketcham, uncle of
Stella Tozzi, was the main celebrant.
The final may event, the May
Crowning, was held in the Wellness Center on May 20. The ceremony was prepared by Mrs. Hanley and Mrs. Gross, and included
the
recitation of the
Rosary.

MUSICIANS ARE INSTRUMENTAL THIS MAY......

The Fine Arts were well on display during the month of May. In a marathon of cultural events, OLH musicians presented their work to audiences of
parents and friends.
Beginning with the Strings Concert, fifty-eight young violin and cello
players showed their skills with pieces ranging from “Twinkle, Twinkle” to a
Telemann Divertimento and excerpts from Mozart’s Symphony No. 40. Prep
8’s Luke Miller was the cello soloist. The string program is mentored by Mrs.
Song A Shaughnessy.
Mrs. Shaughnessy is a professional violin soloist and member of a local
string quartet. She and Mr. Basar often play together at school liturgies and
other musical functions.
Mr. Joseph Basar had a chance to display the work of fifteen young guitarists from grades two through seven. The guitarists showed their solo string
skills as well as their ensemble abilities.
Guitar classes are held both during lunch recess and after school. Mr.
Basar, a professional guitarist, enhances our school liturgies and shows and
also hosts the Prep Rock Band each Friday.

Not to be outdone, Mr. John Rienzi of the Paul Effman Music Service
presented the thirty-five member OLH Band in a special program that showcased the outstanding work of the trumpet and percussion sections.
A professional drummer, Mr. Rienzi teaches all band instruments to
students in grades three to eight during the school day each Tuesday and has a
chance to highlight their skills twice each year in concert.

...THEY RAISED THEIR VOICES IN SONG

A wide range of musical styles from “A Tribute to Queen:
Bohemian Rhapsody” to Andrew Lloyd Weber’s “Pie Jesu” from
Requiem sent the audience home singing and rejoicing in the skills of
the Hamptones and Hamptonix on Sunday, May 19. Both choruses
are directed by Sister Kathy and accompanied by Sister Rosemary
Jermusyk and Mr. Joseph Basar.
The afternoon gala also provided an opportunity to thank Prep
8 students Ava Zeledon, Juliette Kearns, Anna Milton, Daniella
Dratch and Landon Nydegger for the special talents they have shared
over their years at OLH.
Later in that week, the primary chorus, the Joyful Noise, directed by Mr. Basar, had a chance to teach the audience several music theory lessons in their unique program of song.

...AND SALUTED THEIR COUNTRY
While the dance season was officially completed with the tap competitions and Ballet Company’s appearance
at Music Masters’ Day, seventeen select ballet and tap performers accepted the invitation to perform at the diocesan
Catholics for Religious Freedom Rally at St. John the Baptist High School.
The girls preformed a fusion dance to a patriotic medley, choregraphed by Mrs. Marcia Krenzel and Mrs.
Elyse Curro. This ended the gala program.
The rally was videotaped and will be aired on national Catholic TV on the Fourth of July.

TWENTY-FIVE STUDENTS HONORED
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The Administration and Faculty gathered on May
1 with a full audience of parents, grandparents and Prep
students to witness the induction of twenty-four Prep
students into the National Junior Honor Society-Maria
Regina Chapter.
The students were cited for their Scholarship, Leadership, Character, Citizenship and Service after a rigorous
process of application, interviews and scrutiny of their
credentials.
The inductees are: Isabel Brady, Bernadette Curran,
Ava Zeledon, Sarah Heming , Sophia Gonzalez, Anna
Lee Geoghan, Gabrielle Fenelon, Sophia Hatgistavrou,
Daniella Dratch, Anna Milton, Juliette Kearns, Ava
Doherty, Sofia Zhiminaicela, Landon Nydegger, Joey
Policastro, Joseph Surozenski, Alejandro Rivera, Daniel
Hale, Cian Curran, Dunavan David, Harrison Hanley,
Spencer May, Harrison Tuma, and Connor Saville.
The faculty NJHS committee is Mr. Scapellati, Mrs.
Hanley, Mrs. Gaias, Miss Burriesci and Mrs. Curro.
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COMING
SOON
The new
OLH playground!!!

STATE REGENT SHARES A GIFT OF POETRY
Welcoming visitors to OLH is nothing
new, but, for the first time ever, one of
the members of the NY State Board of
Regents spent time touring the building
and interacting with the third grade class.
Roger Tilles, a Long island native, read
his favorite poems by Robert Frost, Sir
Walter Scott and Shel Silverstein. His energy was matched by his love of the spoken word as he interacted with eager
third graders and challenged them to
read and love poetry.

