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Quaternary origin
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Bordeaux Vintages at a Glance

The 21st Century

2013

Flowering was late and difficult, hittingthe Merlots particularly hard. Hailstorms battered the vines, stripped the fruit, and
threatened livelihoods in the process. A warm summer improved the flavours in the wines, but the harvest was earlier than
ideal and rushed, as a consequence of high humidity and a rampant attack of botrytis. Old hands described it as the worst
vintage in thirty years, implying quality on a par with 1984. My tastings at the primeurs uncovered lots of lean and light
wines, many to be ignored, although a handful will provide pleasant relatively early drinking. Read more: Bordeaux
2013.

2012

A difficult vintage. A wet spring disrupted flowering, making for a late harvest. A later heatwave caused some hydric stress.
Merlot-dominant right bankers did best, with some good wines in Pomerol. The left bank was much more patchy, the
Cabernets struggling to ripen. Sauternes suffered most, with persistent rain and a lack of concentrating winds; there are
one or two good wines, but many are light and some had rot more grey than noble. Dry whites did well. Read

more: Bordeaux 2012.

2011

A topsy-turvy season, things going well during a warm spring, but a cool summer held progress back. Warmer weather in
September and October produced some hard and tannic skins, on Cabernets especially. The left bank is patchy, the right
bank a little better though. The dry whites were good, and Sauternes turned out appealing wines with very fine acidity, the
third good vintage in a row for this region. Read more: Bordeaux 2011.

2010

A warm summer, producing lots of colour and tannin, with cooler weather later keeping the acidities up as the fruit
ripened. The red wines are some of the most tannic and acid-rich ever to come out of Bordeaux, and will need decades to
come around. As was the case in 20009, there were some high alcohol levels in Merlot-dominated right bankers. The dry
whites were good. In Sauternes a huge wave of botrytis in late October accounted for 80% of the harvest, and the wines
were very good, the second excellent vintage in a row for the sweet wines. Read more: Bordeaux 2010.

2009

A very easy-going season for most, although hail dampened spirits in small areas of St Emilion, Castillon and Entre-Deux-
Mers. Otherwise warm weather produced wines with huge, plush, deep-pile fruit and rich tannins which have spent all
their time since firming up. Some alcohol levels in Merlot-dominated right bankers were a bit scary. For Sauternes, several
botrytis-rich tries produced some excellent wines, the first in three top-quality vintages, and probably the best since 2001.
The benevolence of the vintage produced richly-styled white wines, although with lower acidities. Read more: Bordeaux
2009.

2008

A vintage with irregular flowering followed by lots of trouble in the vineyards. Summer was getting on before the good
weather arrived, with a warm September and October saving the vintage. The Merlot-dominant right-bankers did best
again, especially Pomerol. The left bankers were less strong. The dry whites were good, but Sauternes were not

exceptional. Read more: Bordeaux 2008. }\,(,M Ul\(JJ\o,w\,\L ok ow ?{N & QOF\V',Q ) W“RWN Cound v 10

— gw(%N( .

One of the most difficult vintages of recent years; the flowering was irregular due to bad weather that continued for much
of the summer, requiring a lot of work - meaning spraying against disease - in the vineyard. The red wines were lighter,
early-maturing in many cases, and grossly over-priced on release. The cut of the cooler vintage produced some attractive
dry whites, and the Sauternes were good, with plenty of freshening acidity, the wines seemingly gaining in impact since
bottling. Read more: Bordeaux 2007.

2006

A vintage that raised hopes and then dashed them. Yields were going to be low after drought and frost affected flowering,
and then hot weather in May, June and July suggested another 2005 might be on the way. But then the rain arrived in
August, impairing ripening and bringing the threat of rot. The red wines on the left bank can be good, but they are perhaps
a little better on the right where Merlot dominates. The cooler weather made for good dry whites, but it is a lesser vintage
for Sauternes. Read more:Bordeaux 2006.



2005

The vintage that made itself, with a warm summer and near-drought conditions, with just a little rain as and when it was
needed. This is the greatest red wine vintage of recent years, rich in everything - tannins, acids, colour, flavour - and
balanced too, with the successes coming from across all the red wine communes, grand and petit. The dry whites don't
quite have the acid backbone, but are good, and selected Sauternes have certainly been very good. Read more: Bordeaux
2005.

2004

Alate budding meant a late harvest, the latest since 1988. Yields were huge, and ultimately quality at harvest was uneven.
Some rain running up to the vintage also cause some berries to swell, making for a more dilute must. Some decent red
wines, the other styles are less interesting. I regard it as the last affordable vintage, but it's one in which buyers should
tread carefully. Read more: Bordeaux 2004.

2003

The heat wave vintage. Vines yellowed, wilted and dropped their leaves. The only exceptions were in the northern Médoc,
and thus St Julien, Pauillac and St Estéphe are the appellations to look for, especially the latter. On the right bank, only a
few wines stand out as successful, many have not aged well. The dry whites were low in acidity and lacked appeal.
Sauternes also have a low-acid style, but there is a lot of dense grip in some wines which have ended up curiously
attractive, although certainly not to everybody's taste. Read more: Bordeaux 2003.

2002

Spring was cooler than expected, and then so was summer. Only an Indian summer brought the grapes to something
resembling ripeness. Overall, this was a cooler year which produced good white wines and leaner but classically styled red
wines, a total contrast to 2003 where everything was a little over the top. One or two Sauternes have been good, but on the
whole it was a lesser vintage for this commune. It was always a vintage for buying the best. Read more: Bordeaux 2002.

2001

An early budbreak promised an early harvest, summer was warm, but autumn was more inclement. Nevertheless a very
good vintage, always overshadowed by the success of 2000, and therefore persistently under-rated. The Pomerols were
top of the reds, although there were many good wines in other appellations, including the left bank. Certainly superior to
both 2002 and 2003, and probably some subsequent vintages as well. Wave after wave of botrytis in October meant that
the Sauternes were magnificent, the greatest vintage of recent years. Read more: Bordeaux 2001.

2000

A worrisome season at first, with a late budbreak portending a late harvest, and the most rampant mildew ever seen in the
vineyards in summer. Fortunately, wonderful weather through August and September made the vintage; even so, many
lesser wines do show a streak of methoxypyrazine that indicates borderline rather than certain ripeness. Generally hailed
as a great vintage for reds though, on both banks. The dry whites and the Sauternes were less successful. Read

more: Bordeaux 2000.

The 1990s

1999
A very challenging vintage that tested the resolve of many in Bordeaux. The year started off wet, followed by heat and

humidity in spring. August was more variable, and then in September a hailstorm lay waste to a swathe of vineyards in St
Emilion and Pomerol. Some decent wines were made, but only thanks to herculean efforts in the vineyards. Quality among
the red wines is variable. The Sauternes are under-rated though; quality here was close to that in 1997.

1998

A year of ups and downs. Budbreak was early, but this was followed by cool spring weather, then a heatwave summer. Late
rain brought the Merlots on which were picked in good weather in September. Then the rains returned, dampening
Cabernet quality. As a consequence this is generally acknowledged agd right-bankvintage)although Graves and Pessac-
Léognan were also winners. For Sauternes, although there will always be exceptions to the rule, it has always been a
weaker vintage. Read more: Bordeaux 1998.

1997
The flowering was staggered, the summer saw some very erratic weather, and then it rained during August. Quality was

never going to be great, and indeed this has always been an unexciting vintage for reds. It should have been a useful source
of well-priced early drinkers, but riding high on the success of 1996 the Bordelais were in bullish mood, and the release



prices were far too high. The cooler weather did not bother the Sauternes though, which have always been rich and
enticing. Read more: Bordeaux 1997.

1996

Warm weather in June was wonderful for flowering, then rain in July and August dampened spirits, although less so in the
northern Médoce where the weather was better. The Merlots were picked under less than ideal conditions. The later-picked
Cabernets which escaped the rain on the left bank and which made the most of drier weather during October did best, and
this has always been a left-bank vintage to my mind. It was not a great vintage for Sauternes. Read more: Bordeaux
1996.

1995

Initially the season was looking fine, with an even flowering and then some lovely summer weather. Then, as harvest
approached it began to rain, and the pickers brought in most of the fruit by dodging the showers. Nevertheless quality is
good, just not the great vintage the Bordelais were hoping for after the trials of 1991 to 1994. Something of an all-round
vintage, with good wines from both banks, although the right bank is a little stronger. The Sauternes were good. Read
more: Bordeaux 1995.

1994
An early budbreak raised hopes, and fine weather during July and August did the same. All hopes were dashed by heavy

rains in September though, with a two-week deluge putting more than a 'dampener’ on things. After three poor vintages
this wasn’t the break the Bordelais were looking for. A good if rather leaner and unexciting style of red wine, although
some top chdteaux did well. Not a good Sauternes vintage with all that rain; some wines were very dilute. Read

more: Bordeaux 1994.

1993
The Bordelais endured another vintage dogged by rain. The pattern of rainfall was unusual, with very dry weather from

April to June, and then very wet weather from July to October. September was particularly badly affected. Only the
hardest-working estates had any success. Good wines, red, white or sweet, were few and far between.

1992

A very difficult year, with the most rainfall during the summer months for fifty years, annual rainfall more than twice the
average, and the least hours of sunshine since 1980. The rain was heaviest in June and it dogged the flowering, ultimately
sealing this vintage's fate. The fruit was dilute and of uneven ripeness. A vintage to avoid, for both red wines and
Sauternes.

1991

The first in a trio of dire vintages to get the 1990s-proper underway. There was rain and frost early in the year, the latter
striking on the night of April 21st, the date still engrained on many a memory in Bordeaux. The recovery that followed
didn't have enough time to ripen the fruit. And then the harvest was wet. It was a double-whammy, at the very least.
Certainly a vintage to carefully avoid. This applies to red wines and Sauternes.

1990

Another record-breaking summer, the driest in almost thirty years, the warmest August since 1928. Later rains allowed
the vines to work, and the harvest saw a bumper erop of healthy, high-quality grapes coming in. That summer heat does
come through as a slightly 'roasted’ character in some wines, but on the whole this is hailed as a great vintage, one of the
best of the 20th century. Superlative wines of all colours, from all red communes on left and right banks, and even
Sauternes. Read more: Bordeaux 1990.

The 1980s

1989

A record-breaking summer, with every month except for April drier, warmer and sunnier than the average for the
preceding thirty years. Only 1961 had been drier. An early flowering also mean that the harvest was early, also
ameliorating quality. The style of red wine produced holds particular appeal, with a 'cooler' and more reserved style than
found in 1990, the wines of generally good balance. It was also a very successful Sauternes vintage. Read

more: Bordeaux 1989.

1988
Spring was wet, bringing uneven flowering, and a need to spray. Happily the summer months saw some better weather,
with July, August and September all dry, and then came the Indian summer, the temperatures really taking off in October.



All red wine communes brought in some excellent fruit, and in Sauternes there was rampant botrytis with excellent
drying, concentrating conditions. Overall, a very good vintage, although the reds are probably outclassed by those from the
two vintages that followed. Read more:Bordeaux 1988.

1987

Early on there was cool weather and an uneven flowering. The summer months remained depressingly cool, and although
the skies brightened during September the dull weather returned in October, with some heavy storms. It rained during
harvest, and the fruit was largely of poor quality. None of the wines, red or Sauternes, were great.

1986

The summer weather here was promising, with hot and dry weather throughout. A little rain in September came as a
relief, as the conditions were drought-like. The storm that came at the end of the month, however, was less welcome.
Those who panicked brought in swollen fruit of poor quality. Those who waited enjoyed several weeks of hot, dry weather,
and the tannins that resulted are what characterise the vintage. It was also a very good year for Sauternes, perhaps the
best...that was until 2001 came along. Read more: Bordeaux 1986.

1985

An interesting vintage, although not a reassuring one at first. Spring was cool, July was wet and miserable, August was
cold but at least it was dry. Warmer weather finally arrived in September, saving the vintage. The red wines are generally
of good quality, with an elegant precision I have always enjoyed. The drier weather at the end of the season was not
conducive to the development of noble rot, and the Sauternes are not exciting as a result. Read more: Bordeaux 1985.

1984

There was cool weather during the flowering causing coulure and a dramatic reduction in yields, especially in the Merlots.
The summer weather was fairly warm, but began to tail off as the season advanced, with a cool September and a thundery
October. Quality was poor across the board, red and white.

1983

There were promising signs here early on, with warm weather in June, and record-breaking temperatures in July, running
through into early August. Then things tailed off in the middle of the month, the weather into September cooler, the
vineyard managers nervous as a result. Dry and breezy weather soon returned though, and the harvest was carried out
under good conditions. A vintage overshadowed by 1982, with lots of very good wines available, Margaux being
particularly successful. The Sauternes were also of some repute. Read more: Bordeaux 1983.

1982

A very significant vintage, top quality, rich, the antithesis of most vintages of the 1970s, and long associated with Robert
Parker. There was a large crop, and an early harvest, bringing in fruit of excellent ripeness; not even a little mid-
September rain could put this vintage off-course. Excellent quality in the red wines, from all communes, although
conditions were not correct for Sauternes, these wines being more disappointing. Read more: Bordeaux 1982.

1981

The weather during flowering was fine, and although July was cool the vines enjoyed warmer weather during August and
September. There was a little rain in this latter month, but nothing untoward. The Sauternes were not as successful as the
reds, where there was generally good quality, although with the passing of time it is a vintage largely
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Chateau
Chiteau Lafite-Rothschild
Chateau Mouton-Rothschild
Chiteau Latour
Chéteau Margaux
Chateau Haut Brion

Chéteau

Chiteau Cos d'Estournel
Chéteau Montrose
Chateau Longueville au Baron de Pichon-Longueville
Chéteau Pichon-Longueville Comtesse de Lalande
Chateau Léoville Las Cases
Chéteau Léoville-Poyferré
Chéteau Léoville-Barton
Chateau Gruaud-Larose
Chateau Ducru-Beaucaillou
Chéteau Rauzan-Ségla
Chiteau Rauzan-Gassies
Chéteau Durfort-Vivens
Chateau Lascombes
Chéteau Brane-Cantenac

Chéteau
Chéateau Calon Segur
Chateau Langoa-Barton
Chéteau Lagrange
Chateau Kirwan
Chéteau d'Tssan
Chéteau Giscours
Chateau Malescot Saint-Exupéry
Chateau Boyd-Cantenac
Chéteau Cantenac Brown
Chateau Palmer
Chéteau Desmirail
Chéteau Ferriére
Chéateau Marquis d'Alesme Becker
Chateau La Lagune

Commune
Pauillac
Pauillac
Pauillac
Margaux

Graves

Commune

St. Estephe
St. Estephe
Pauillac
Pauillac
St Julien
St Julien
St Julien
St Julien
St Julien
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux

Commune
St Estephe
St Julien
St Julien
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux
Margaux
Haut Medoc

1855 Bordeaux Classifications

1st Growths

Second Label
Carruades de Lafite
Petit Mouton
Les Forts de Latour
Pavillon Rouge
La Clarence de Haut-Brion (formerly Chiteau Bahans Haut-Brion)

2nd Growths
Second Label

Les Pagodes de Cos
La Dame du Montrose
Tourelles de Longueville
Réserve de la Comtesse
Le Petit Lion du Marquis de Las Cases

Pavillon de Poyferré (current), Chateau Moulin-Riche (2002 & 2003 only)

Réserve Léoville-Barton
Sarget de Gruaud-Larose, Larose de Gruaud
La Croix de Beaucaillou
Ségla
Chevalier de Rauzan-Gassies
Vivens Rouge, Relais de Durfort Vivens
Chevalier de Lascombes
Le Baron du Brane

ard Growths

Second Label
Marquis de Calon
Chateau Lady Langoa
La Fiefs de Lagrange
Les Charmes de Kirwan
Blason d'Issan
La Siréne de Giscours
La Dame de Malescot
Jacques Boyd
Brio du Chéteau Cantenac-Brown
Alter Ego
Chéateau Fontarney (domestic market), Initial de Desmirail (export)
Les Ramparts du Ferriére
Marquise d'Alesme
Moulin la Lagune

4th Growths
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Notable Chateaux
Limestone Plateau

# Ch. Ausone

» Ch. Balestard La Tonnelle
* Ch. Bélair-Monange
» Ch. Cadet-Piola

= Ch. Canon

» Ch. La Couspaude

» Clos Fourtet

» Ch. Magdelaine

* La Mondotte

» Ch. Pavie

» Ch. Pavie-Decesse

» Ch. Pavie-Macquin

» Ch. Soutard

» Ch. Troplong-Mondot
» Ch. Trottevieille

» Ch. Valandraud

Cotes & Pieds de Cétes

» Ch. Angélus

» Ch. L'Arrosée

» Ch. Bellevue

» Ch. Beauséjour

= Ch. Beau-Sé&jour Bécot
» Ch. Berliquet

» Le Déme

» Ch. Faugéres

» Ch. Fonplégade

» Ch. Fonroque

» Ch. Franc-Mayne

» Ch. La Gaffeliére

» Ch. Grand-Mayne

» Clos des Jacobins

s Ch. Larcis-Ducasse
# Clos de |'Oratoire

» Ch. Tertre-Roteboeuf

Gravel

» Ch. Cheval Blanc
» Ch. Figeac

Sand

» Ch. Cap de Mourlin
= Ch. Corbin

= Ch. Corbin-Michotte
» Ch. Dassault

% Ch. La Dominique

» Ch. Grand-Corbin-Despagne
» Ch. Haut-Corbin

* Ch. Larmande

» Ch. Monbousquet

» Ch. Teyssier

» Ch. La Tour Figeac
» Ch. du Val d'Or



