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Germany

BBR -- 8 "A cool, wet |

summer in Germany, saved by late warmth in
September and October. Yields were overall in
line with long term averages, although the
Mosel lost up to 25% of its crop. Quality is 'BBR -- 8 "Extremely
imm_% agreed Ho.vm very good indeed, and good quality, with yields back at
_ wo.mmmcq the best Suﬁmo in recent memory for | average after two more depressed
Spatburgunder. Dry Rieslings are excellent too, years. There is palpable excitement
but noble sweet wines are in even smaller about these wines, with top qulaity
supply than usual." (JR) Very little botrytis. ETamTEagos mvE e board from
"The change in weather that took place in the trocken Riesling and Spitburgunder
2nd half of July and the fine weather thereafter and record-breaking noble whites."
sealed the quality of a classical good Riesling (JR) High ripeness levels. First year
vintage. 2012 did not bring a large crop on the since 2003 where TBAs were
Mosel! The cool and wet weather in May and ‘harvested with over 300" oechsle. "The
June brought massive problems in the vineyards| bright 2011 wine vintage in Germany
and a combination of poor pollination during | celebrates the crystalline beauty and
flowering and “peronospora” (downy mildew) contrasting styles of Riesling. This
reduced the potential crop during those two vintage is brought about by arilearly
months. The grapes that are left on the vines are harvest and relatively low acidities
very heterogenous, necessitating careful, whichiacross e QE.BNEH
selective picking because one often finds has contributed to well-balanced
different degrees of ripeness on the same vine. sunny whites that in many cases omﬂa
The health of the bunches is very good and the be enjoyed relatively young," (BBR --
grapes have caught up nicely, courtesy of the 8)
beautiful weather in the entire month of August
and September. In terms of ripeness and
acidity, 2012 is slightly better than the 10 year
average though behind the (unusually early)
2011 vintage" (BRR -- 8)
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200%

20\0
BBR -- 8 Dense,

powerful wines with ridiculous
acidity. Most producers were forced to
de-acidify. "A tricky vintage, with low
sunshine and high rain. Despite this,
July waslextremely hot, skewing the
average temperature to well above
average. ¥ields were devastated, but
Riesling quality is nonetheless
promising when in expert hands."
(JR) Crazy high sugar levels and high
acid -- very rare. "This was a vintage
when great sites shone. It was a
vintage in which higher, better
exposed sites performed better than
those lower down. The flowering was
disrupted to give small berries and a
smaller quantity (down 25%).

A cool summer meant high acidities
while the long, dry, windy autumn
concentrated the juice and crucially
delivered dry extracts that exceeded
by up to 6 grams/litre those of 2009.
So those blessed with the best sites,
such as Donnhoff, made excellent
wines. A mixed picture otherwise.”
(BBR--8)

BBR -- 10 "Amongst
the greatest vintages, 2009 is proving
very alluring at a very early stage. The
growing season was dry, warm and
reliable. The wines are ripe and
appealing but 12% down on volume
compared to 2008." (JR) "As to the
| 2009 Rhine vintage: they, like their
close pals on the Danube, benefited
from the millerandage-induced effects
of a cool flowering (yields down
_ significantly) a mild summer (no heat
spikes) and a long dry harvest period,
so no panic picking. The result:
perfect pitch, clear vineyard definition
along with wonderful ripeness &
spring-water like acidity. Indeed, so
successful was the harvest that it was
the first time that Helmut Dénnhoff
has ever accumulatediall the Pradikats
in his cellar; he’s drawing
comparisons with the likes of ‘71!"
(BBR -- 10)

KEXX

BBR--8 Decanter --
"Compared to the sunny charm of
2009, 2008 is altogether more
focused and crisper. The season was
irregular, experiencing bothrhumidity
and heat that brought on peronospera
pre flowering. Patience was required if
full maturity was to be achieved. The
best are stunningly pure; the rest on
the lean side." (BBR)

"2008 A very late-ripening vintage
marked by cool autumn temperatures.
Acidities are therefore high, and only
the best-exposed sites produced truly
great wines.[JJéry few botrytis wines
were-made, but there was a1

reasonable crop of Eiswein."” (JR)
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BBR --9 Decanter -- *¥****
"In Germany, the 2007 vintage is marked by an
exceptionallylong ‘hang time’, that is to say the
time between flowering and harvest. This was a
result of an early bud-break after the mild winter
(the earliest since the legendary 1921) and then
the memorably forgettable mid-summer,
temperature-wise, and then the redemption of an
Indian Summer, thankfully with far less rainfall
than in the vineyards of Bordeaux. The season
was three weeks longer than usual, the majority
of the grapes being harvested in the early part of
October, with a few holding out until the i
beginning of November. _

2007 yielded healthy and clean grapes, much to
the delight of the wine-makers. The wines in turn,
are marked by poise and purity and an intensity
of flavour; all in all a very attractive proposition
for early and, of course, longer-term drinking.”
(BBR) "Unusual vintage during which a hot April
and record early flowering was followed by a very
cool summer but then the grapes were ripened,
after a suitably extended growing season, by a
very fine autumn. A distinct shortage of
Kabinett." (JR)

BBR --7 Decanter -- ***

"A tricky year, dogged by humidity
and heat, giving super-ripe almost
tropical richness.” (BBR) "A less than
glorious summer and autumn rain
bounced many growers into picking

selection was needed and it is even
more important than usual to stick to
the top producers.” (JR)

earlier than they would have liked, as | not a vintage heavy with botrytis, but

rampant rot threatened. Very careful |

BBR -- 10 Decanter -- ***#*

"A superb vintage with excellent
weather conditions throughout the
season and, more mportantly, during
harvest.

Very high sugar levels and therefore
ripeness resulted in few Kabinett
wines produced but the wines are

matched by the all-important
balancing acidity.

Surpassing the excellent 2001, this is

with exemplary concentration and
ripeness of fruit. Superb!"
(BBR)"Exceptional vintage combining
the luscious fruit of 2003 with the
minerality and structure of 2004.
Quantities were low but, to
compensate growers financially, noble
rot took hold very rapidly in the
autumn so that large quantities of
Beerenauslese and TBA were made, of
especial note in the Saar." (JR)
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BBR -- 8 Decanter -- **** BBR -- 10 Decanter -- *****
"There will be very good, correct BBR -- 8 Decanter -- ¥*** BBR --9 Decanter -- ***¥ "% very great, long-term vintage with
Kabinett, Spitlese and Auslese, but "Uncomfortably hot year for the "German growers were in general remarkable levels of both grape

little in the way of Beerenauslese or | Riesling vine, and even more of an much happier than their French ripeness (thanks to a wonderful

Trockenbeerenauslese, as there was assault on varieties such as counterparts throughout the summer = Indian summer) and acidity (thanks

Grauburgunder and Weissburgunder | but many were finally caught outby | to a nerve-wrackingly wet but cool
rain before harvest in October which September). A high proportion of
botrytised sweet wines were made - in

not much botrytis around this year."
(BBR) "Yet again autumn rescued the | with their naturally lower acid levels.
wines after a less than wonderful But some exceptional wines were meant thatwery few wines abave
summer. Yields were relatively high made at the top of the tree.” (JR) Auslese quality resulted and the  fact there was such a shortage of basic
but the wines have good crisp acidity | TBAs with over 300' oechsle were | rather soft wines have aged relatively QbA wine that considerable amounts
harvested. . rapidly” (JR) were declassified to satisfy market
demand." (JR)

and fine focus. Start drinking these
around 2008." (JR)
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BBR --7 Decanter -- *** BBR --8 Decanter -- ***%
"Very difficult vintage. Early optimism "Everything was going so well...until
was finally dashed by September rains| the rains which began on 20 Sep and

‘which severely compromised the continued throughout the harvest.
health of the grapes. In many cases | Careful selection was needed and in
the earliest-picked grapes were the some cases yields were too high for
best because they were the least real quality. Acids were generally low
affected by rot. Early-picked but some delicious wines for relatively
Spitburgunders were relatively early drinking were made by the best
unscathed.” (JR) producers.” (JR)

BBR --8 Decanter -- **#*
"Despite a wet growing season the
wines showed vibrant acidity and
bright fruit. Eiswein was made in

some quantity.” (JR)

BBR --10 Decanter -- ***¥
‘¥Early, large crop of very attractive
wines — generally clustered around
Spitlese level of ripeness, although

there are some lovely Mosel
Auslesen.” (JR)
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BBR--7 Decanter -- ¥***
" An unusually warm summer was BBR -- 7 Decanter -- *¥**
BBR --7 Decanter -- *** followed by a cold, wet late August BBR -- 8 Decanter -- ¥*¥** | "A nerve-racking year. Rain hit the -
" Attractive, lightish Mosels and and September so that the bulk of "#orribly variable, but Riesling early harvests but patient growers
southern wines with more stuffing.A | wine produced was rather ordinary,”  showed its class with superb quality | picked grapes with welcome botrytis.
-very good year for Eiswein" (JR) but the late, great Riesling showed its from the good estates.” (JR) Some fine wines still showing well,”
stuff in the Mosel after a very warm (JR)
October." (JR)
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BBR--8 Decanter -- **** BBR --10 Decanter -- ***** BBR -- 9 Decanter -- **¥*
"Not bad, particularly in the Rhine BBR--7 Decanter —*** "Europe's wonder year: a perfect "A phenomenal harvest. The late-
Es o4 d Y 1 viel ) "Ripe, crisp, even slightly austere Be:S JeaL: & pet P e .
tates ha .8 control yields to wines, just the stuff for Kabinetts!” autumn with plenty of late-picked |  harvested Rieslings show profound
overcome dilution from the rains and ? ° | sweet wines after a botrytis bonanza." = eomplexity. Probably best in the

maintain balance.” (JR) WR) _ WR) + Mosel." (JR)
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BBR--8 Decanter -- ****
"Overshadowed by two remarkable
years, this is still an excellent vintage
of elegance and fruit." (JR)

BBR --8 Decanter -- ***
"Classy and stylish, these show how BBR --8 Decanter -- **** 1911, 1921, GAW. HMmP 1971, 1975,
well Riesling ages." (JR) 97




