LYMPHOMA
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Superficial lymph glands are under the chin on both sides, behind the front and back legs, in front of the back legs, and on the sides of the neck. If these lymph glands are enlarged, you sometimes feel them. If they feel like little pebbles or grainy, it can mean lymphoma (cancer), an infection, or other things. A vet should be seen to be sure there's not an infection that needs treatment.
A heavy ferret can develop fat pads in these same areas. Fat pads should feel mushy and not granular or grainy at all.

While a ferret will eventually die from lymphoma, it can still live a couple of years with it.

I recently examined a woman's ferret. It felt like large pebbles in those areas. I told her it felt like lymphoma and sent her to the vet. The vet also diagnosed lymphoma. He did a biopsy, which found nothing. A biopsy can hit surrounding tissue and not the actual 'lump' so blood work was done. The blood work did now show lymphoma. Both the vet and I are astounded. The ferret does have something wrong and that's still being worked out.

This is a link to a great article on lymphoma and treatments: https://vetspace.2ndchance.info/lymphoma-in-your-ferret/
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