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Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them  

in the name of the Father 
and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit. 
  

Matthew 28:19 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

WE BELIEVE 
Gary W. Henricksen, Parish Administrator 
 
We believe that God, The Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are 
one God. We describe the Holy Trinity as “three in one and one in 
three” or as three persons – one God-head. Yet, these words 
inadequately describe the fullness of the Trinity. Even the symbol on 
this page, as well as the one on the Currents cover are only mere 
human attempts to represent the mystery we find in the Trinity. 
 
Every year, the church celebrates the Holy Trinity on the Sunday after 
Pentecost. This year it falls on May 30. Growing up, I remember a 

tradition at my home church in New York City. On Trinity Sunday, the entire congregation would read 
the Athanasian Creed. I have included the full text on the next page and you will instantly be able to 
see why we only took it out once a year! However, even though it is a long creed, it really works hard 
at explaining what we mean by Trinity. So, from that standpoint, it is good reading. 
 
The Athanasian Creed, along with the Nicene Creed and the Apostle’s Creed are three ancient texts 
that clearly outline our understanding of the Trinity and specifically our beliefs about the three persons 
of the Trinity and their interrelationships. The Athanasian and Nicene were written to dispel heresy or 
wrong teaching about the Trinity. The Lutheran church holds these documents in such high regard 
that they are known as “The Three Chief Symbols” of the Christian faith. 
 
You will never see the term Trinity or a full explanation of the Trinity anywhere in the Bible. However, 
you will find hundreds of biblical passages about the Trinity throughout the Old and New Testaments, 
that, when understood together, form a tight theology about who God has revealed Himself to be. 
Take a closer look at this little Bible study about the Trinity: 
 

• Genesis 1:1-3 along with John 1:1-3 

• 1 John 1:1-4 

• Matthew 28:18-20 

• John 10:24-25 

• John 8:48-58 along with Exodus 3:13-15 

• Matthew 3:16-17 

• John 14:26 along with John 15:26 

• Acts 2:33 

• 2 Corinthians 13:14 

• Galatians 4:6 

• Ephesians 1:17 along with Ephesians 2:18 

• Hebrews 9:14 

• 1 Peter 1:2 
 



Athanasian Creed 
 
Whoever wants to be saved should above all cling to the 
Christian faith. Whoever does not guard it whole and 
inviolable will doubtless perish eternally. Now this is the 
Christian faith: 
 
 
We worship one God in trinity and the Trinity in unity, 
neither confusing the persons nor dividing the divine 
being. For the Father is one person, the Son is another, 
and the Spirit is still another. 
 
 

But the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory, coeternal in majesty. What the 
Father is, the Son is, and so is the Holy Spirit. 
 

Uncreated is the Father; uncreated is the Son; uncreated is the Spirit. 
The Father is infinite; the Son is infinite; the Holy Spirit is infinite. 
Eternal is the Father; eternal is the Son; eternal is the Spirit: 

 
 
And yet there are not three eternal beings, but one who is eternal; as there are not three uncreated 
and unlimited beings, but one who is uncreated and unlimited. 
 
 
Almighty is the Father; almighty is the Son; almighty is the Spirit: And yet there are not three almighty 
beings, but one who is almighty. 
 
 
Thus, the Father is God; the Son is God; the Holy Spirit is God: And yet there are not three gods, but 
one God. 
 
 
Thus, the Father is Lord; the Son is Lord; the Holy Spirit is Lord: And yet there are not three lords, but 
one Lord.  
 
 
As Christian truth compels us to acknowledge each distinct person as God and Lord, so Christian 
religion forbids us to say that there are three gods or lords. The Father was neither made nor created 
nor begotten; the Son was neither made nor created, but was alone begotten of the Father; the Spirit 
was neither made nor created, but is proceeding from the Father and the Son. Thus, there is one 
Father, not three fathers; one Son, not three sons; one Holy Spirit, not three spirits. 
 
 
And in this Trinity, no one is before or after, greater or less than the other; but all three persons are in 
themselves, coeternal and coequal; and so we must worship the Trinity in unity and the one God in 
three persons. Whoever wants to be saved should think thus about the Trinity. 
 
 
 
 



 
ATHANASIAN CREED continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is necessary for eternal salvation that one also faithfully believe that our Lord Jesus became flesh. 
For this is the true faith that we believe and confess: That our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son, is both 
God and man. He is God, begotten before all worlds from the being of the Father, and He is man, 
born in the world from the being of His mother— existing fully as God, and fully as man with a rational 
soul and a human body; equal to the Father in divinity, subordinate to the Father in humanity. 
Although He is God and man, He is not divided, but is one Christ. He is united because God has 
taken humanity into Himself; He does not transform deity into humanity. He is completely one in the 
unity of His person, without confusing His natures. For as the rational soul and body are one person, 
so the one Christ is God and man. 
 
 
He suffered death for our salvation.  
 
He descended into hell and rose again from the dead. 
 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
At His coming all people shall rise bodily to give an account of their own deeds. 
 
 
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,  

those who have done evil will enter eternal fire. 
This is the Christian faith.  
One cannot be saved without believing this firmly and faithfully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR THE CHILDREN / ROYAL FAMILY KIDS 

Joyce Gregory, Camp Director 
 

Royal Family KIDS Camp, our ministry to children in foster care, will 
take place June 24-26 on our St. John’s campus. COVID19 
precautions are top of mind, and most activities will take place 
outside. Because we will meet right here and it will be a day camp, it 
is a great opportunity for people to serve close to home. Please help 
us love on these kids and show them Jesus through this camp. Here 
are some ways that you can help. 
 

• Prayer support. Please pray for the campers, the volunteers, and 
for God’s guidance in preparing for camp. 

 

• Volunteer for a day or for 3 days. Come and help with crafts and activities or the (surprise) 
birthday party on Saturday. We need craft helpers, woodworkers, song leaders, and other 
volunteers with a heart for kids. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the church 
office at 805-983-0330 or email rfk@stjohnsoxnard.com. 
 

• Supplies. Check our display board in the church showing some of the supplies that we need. 
Look for information coming soon about our online wish lists (still in the works) for 
Amazon.com.  Please see our Target gift registry at: tgt.gifts/RFKCOxnard 
  

• We also need donations of fun items to stuff into birthday backpacks.  Please see our Target 
gift registry at: tgt.gifts/RFKCOxnard 
 

• Your treasures. If you can support camp financially, we appreciate any monetary gift that you 
can make over and above your normal tithing to our church.  (The camp is not part of the 
church budget and church offerings are not used to fund camp.)  Your donation of $250 
sponsors lunch for all the campers for a day. Your donation of $75 buys camp t-shirts for 4 
campers.  Donations can be placed in the offering plate. Please make checks payable to St. 
John’s Lutheran and write RFKC on your check or offering envelope. 
 

• If you have ANY questions, please contact Joyce Gregory at 805-208-6892. 
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PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION 

David Chavez 

 
Voter’s Meeting in June 
Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 13 after worship for a Voter’s meeting in the gym. More details 
will be forthcoming.  
 
 

Update From the Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee has met to discuss the leadership 
needs of our congregation and we have prayed together for 
God’s guidance.  He has sent us out to announce this 
opportunity to serve our church. 
 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and for saying “yes” 
to His calling.   
 

We know there are others among you who also desire to be involved, so please contact us if you 
would consider serving on the Board for Parish Education or the Board of Trustees or if you want 
to know more about the duties of the boards.   
 
There is a place for you; so let’s talk. Please call and be sure to leave a message if your call is not 
answered.  
 
Sally Keevy: 805.890.6227 
Barbara Henricksen: 805.340.9794 
Greg Beckley: 213.952.4315  

 

 

BOARD OF ELDERS 

Ernie Moore, Chair 

 

Divine Call Update 

On May 15, after prayer, praise, discussion, and voting, St. 

John’s Voters’ Assembly has extended a divine call to Rev. 

Todd Niebling to be pastor. We continue to keep Pastor Todd 

and his family in our prayers during his time of deliberation. 

 

 
 
Men’s Breakfast – June 5 at 8:00 a.m. 
“For where two or three come together in My name, there am I with them.”    
Mt 18:20. Men, join us on Sat., June 5.  Mark your calendars for the FIRST 
Saturday of every month at 8:00 a.m. for breakfast and Bible study.  Invite a 
friend or neighbor.  
 

 



 
 
Don't Give Up; Look Up! - Sermon Series 
We look to Hebrews 11- 12:3 and learn from those who Scripture calls 
“champions of faith”.  We give you some historical background on each 
character dating when they lived.  We tell their personal stories and 
hear the encouragement their examples offer us. 
 
 
June 6  David   Develop Your Heart for God 
June 13  Samson  Find Strength Through Character     
June 20  Jeremiah  Finding the Strength to Carry On  
June 27  Hanna   Deal with Your Heart Ache     
July 11  Gideon  God Wants You to Be a Hero   
July 18  Job   Count on God in a Crisis 
July 25  Jesus   Don’t Give Up; Look Up to Jesus  
 
 
 

 
Hume Lake High School Summer Camp:  July 4-10 
Please pray for our small but mighty group of High Schoolers 
attending Hume Lake Ponderosa Summer Camp in 
July!  We pray for open hearts, listening ears, and life 
enrichment messages to our campers and counselors.  
 
 

 
 
 
In the Shadow of the Cross 
Memorial Garden 
As part of our ministry, we share an opportunity 
for a final resting place at the church.  It is called 
the Shadow of the Cross Memorial Garden.  The 
Memorial Garden is a sacred site of dignity.  It is 
located outside the front doors of the church 
steeple.  It is a place where loved ones can easily 
visit and meditate.  The costs of a cremation and 
a niche in the columbarium are significantly less 
than the costs of a casket, burial site, and marker.  Information is available from the Welcome Table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BOARD FOR MISSIONS 

Cindy Terrell, Chair 

 

The Hispanic Mission Society of Circuits One and Two, PSD-LCMS 

5 de mayo, 2021 

Contact us:  Pastor Dennis Bradshaw, Editor * c/o 1500 N. C St., Oxnard, CA 93030Tel. 805-444-8687 

Pastor Marcelino Velasco, Tel. 805-727-0127 

 

“…ustedes recibirán poder y serán mis testigos…hasta los confines de la tierra.”  Hechos 1: 8 
“…you will be my witnesses…to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1: 8 

 

Pastor Marcelino now leads pastoral ministry of Centro Cristiano Redwood, 
Oxnard and continues shepherding Centro Cristiano Emanuel, Santa Paula 

As the construction work in Santiago Naranjas 

(SN), Oaxaca advances, Lay Missionary Pastor 

Javier Velasco prepares to dedicate all his 

efforts to the mission work in his village. The 

mission work will require more time in SN, so 

Pastor Marcelino will meet the need in Oxnard.   

The transition proceeds as well as the congregations of CCR and CCESP, 

work together in ministry and mission at home and on the mission field. 

Through the pandemic, the LORD has enlivened us by His Spirit through 

online worship, prayer services, Bible studies, and fellowship. 

Su pueblo de Dios ahora se levanta en amor!  (Isaias 60: 1) 
 

 

 

Hispanic Leaders organize within the Pacific Southwest District 

Through the vision of PSD President Pastor Mike Gibson, Mission 
Director Pastor Dominic Rivkin, Pastor Carlos Velazquez of Iglesia San 
Pablo, Orange, and others, Hispanic congregations are organizing for 
mutual support and mission. Centro Cristiano Hispano has been 
privileged to participate in this important work. In our last Zoom 
meeting, thirteen representatives from various Hispanic ministries, 
congregations and missions joined together to share our language, 
culture, strengths, and concerns.  Some of the goals will be to support 
Hispanic workers, missions, and ministries in a linguistically and 
culturally relevant way, with mutual respect, intentional commitment 
to reach people with the Gospel, maintain a clear mission focus, and 
celebrate regularly our “unidad en Jesucristo”. (…unity in Jesus Christ) 
 

 

 

 

On April 11th, Pastor Javier was honored for his 
pastoral service with CCR. He was distinguished 
also as our head missionary of the SN mission. 

Hispanic lay leaders and pastors meet regularly to 
coordinate our mission and ministries. 

Pastor Marcelino Velasco 



 

Members of Centro Cristiano Emanuel Santa Paula prepare for July 11-17 mission to Oaxaca 

Pastor Marcelino Velasco will lead a mission team to SN this summer. Nine mission team members are 
meeting in pre-field orientation to prepare for concerted mission work. Pray for our missionaries as they ready 
outreaches, benevolent resources, children’s (VBS) and senior’s ministries. The Nueva Vida facilities are being 

readied for the team. Even through the pandemic, our missionaries have 
been sharing the Good News of Jesus’ New Life through online 
communication and continued work on the building. THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR GENEROUS MISSION CONTRIBUTIONS! Your gifts are used to 
further the proclamation of Jesus’ Gospel and to meet the needs of 
people in great need in many areas of their lives. ¡MUCHÍSIMAS 
GRACIAS! 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 39 Years of Love and Grace! 

Mark your calendars now and PLEASE plan on joining us on Saturday, August 14 for a 

celebration of thirty-nine years of Hispanic Ministry. 

 

We also celebrate Pastor Dennis and Tara Bradshaw upon Dennis’s retirement. 

 

Worship: St. John’s at 3:00 pm 

Reception following in the Fellowship Center 

 

The Hispanic Mission Society embraces seniors, children and families with Jesus and His New Life, training in 
mission, language learning, and meeting the needs within our communities. Direct donations to Hispanic 

Mission Society, 1500 N. “C” St., Oxnard, CA 93030                   Visit us on Facebook: 

                     Centro Cristiano Emanuel and Centro Cristiano Vida Nueva 





BOARD FOR PARISH EDUCATION 

Christie Allmen, Chair 

 
God’s Blessings to Emma! 
We extend our heartfelt thanks to Emma 
Thompson for her many years of service to the 
church and to our Sunday School. While first 
serving as a youth helper under Tina Gynther, 
Emma became our Sunday School Director and 
has led with great zeal over the last few years, 
especially under the arduous conditions of the 
COVID19 pandemic. Our prayers for Christ’s 
blessings go with Emma as she begins her 
college career at Texas Christian University in 
the Fall. Her last day as Sunday School Director 
was on May 30.  
 

 
 
 
Summer Camp: June 21, 22, 23; June 28 – July 2; July 5-9  
 

 
 
Summer Camp at St. John’s is back! Celebrate Summer time with us. If we have 
enough registered campers, we will provide Summer Camp with devotions, crafts, and 
fun activities! 
 
Sign-ups are now taking place. Registration forms available at the Welcome Table on 
Sundays and on our website at stjohnsoxnard.com.  
 
Camp will be on campus from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Camp is available for children 
grades K through 6. For planning purposes, advanced sign up is required. $145.00 
weekly or $35 per day per child; $135 weekly fee for second & subsequent children in 
the same family. 
 
We look forward to having your child as a part of our Summer Camp.  Questions?   
 
Contact Sierra at smoore@stjohnsoxnard.com or (805) 509-3918. 
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Congratulations Graduates of 2021! 
 

 
 
 

8TH Grade 
Aguiar, Carter 
Angell, Sienna 
Barker, Alexandra 
Bohannan, Maddison 
Cortez,Cassandra 
Cortez, Isaac 
Hollub, Sophia 
Loera, Matthew 
Mojica, Erick 
Murguia, Emily 
Pascua, Alyssa Marie 
Patterson, Nathan 
Quijano, Elijah 
Reeder, Kennedi 
Singh, Molishka 
Terrell, Hailey 
Villa, Ruby 
Zaragoza, Ariana 
 
High School 
Allmen, Billy  
Alvarez, Samantha 
Byrd, Bob 
Cortez, Calvin   
Cortez, Mary 
De La Cruz, Emily 

Flores, James 
Grijalva, Christopher 
Hendrix, Natalie 
Hershman, Olivia 
Lowe, Lauren 
Miranda, Samantha 
Nagode, Garrett 
Narula, Adeline 
Ocampo, Adan 
Prater, Morgan 
Quilantang, Naia 
Ramos, Kendra 
Rice, Nolan 
Serrano, Allyssa 
Thompson, Emma 
Tinajero, Kekona 
Wells, Jaila 
Wilson, Jaedin 
 
College 
Bohman, Conor 
Caldwell, Madison  
Herman, Dakota 
Merricks, Johanna 
Robles, Kaitlyn 
Roth, Mikaela 
 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Art Terrell, Chair 

 

Face Lifts and More 
Look around and see the great work of 
some wonderful servants! 
 

• Church lighting in the nave and 
gallery have been added or 
renovated. Thus completes a long 
awaited project approved by the 
voters and church council. Thanks to 
Scott Gregory and Art Terrell for 
many hours of work. 

 

• New Air conditioning in the 
Fellowship Center Offices and Patio 
Room has been installed. This 
project was approved by voters in 
February. Many thanks to Dave Tankersley and Ralph Lake. 

 

• Center Glass has just finished repair on one of the Patio Room’s glass doors. 
 

• Kitchen Health Inspector stamp of approval has been granted to us again. Many 
thanks go to Tobi Zook for regular cleaning and maintenance of this area. That 
made all the difference. 

 

• Many thanks to a host of people in different areas of ministry who have helped 
clean out the third floor storage area in the Church. This huge project has 
unearthed historic boxes of information from as far back as the 1940s! Special 
thanks to Art Terrell, Barbara and Gary Henricksen, Ernie and Sierra Moore, and 
Sara Gonzales. 

 

• School classrooms have a fresh look now too with polished floors, dusted 
surfaces, staging, and bulletin board themes. Many thanks to the Moore family, 
Luz Basil, Ralph Lake, and our local Boy Scout Troop with Jeff Zook. 

 

• Campus Sprinkler fixes. Thanks to the servant heart of Art Terrell. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



GRACE PLACE PUPPET THEATER MINISTRY 

 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then 
it was said among the nations, the Lord has done great things for them.  
[Psalm 126:2]. 
 

We are excited to announce that the 
puppet ministry is in the process of 
making a summer musical. This is an 
awesome way to show the light of 
Jesus with laughter and song. As this 
ministry grows, we would love to have 
more of our church family involved, as 
well as the community. Not only are 
we able to witness to others online, but 
this also is a way to show how the 

Grace Place at St. John’s is a family. We invite you, as well as your friends and family, 
to have fun as we shine the light for Him. If you do not want to be on screen, there are 
other ways to be involved. 
 
Our team is continuing to find ways to improve the videos, including costumes, props 
and sets. Sewing, building, puppeteer, and voices, are a few ways to help us 
grow. Plans for building props and sets are evolving as well as a wish list for things in 
the future. Lastly, we thank all of you for the support and encouragement. God has truly 
blessed us with this ministry. Please continue to pray that He leads us to shine the light 
for all to see. We would love you to join the group. Contact Sara Gonzales for details: 
sarabpk20@gmail.com or at 805-479-2279. 
 
 

DETAILS, DETAILS! 
 

Concordia Wisconsin! 
Kammerchor of Concordia University Wisconsin is 
pleased to announce the release of their CD None 
Other Lamb, which was funded in part through 
freewill offerings made by the members of St. 
John’s Lutheran during Kammerchor’s Spring 
2014 tour.  For more information, or to purchase a 
copy, contact Dr. Alexa Doebele, Director of 
Choral Activities at CUW 
(alexa.doebele@cuw.edu or 262-243-4241). 

 
Amazon Smile 
Shop and support our church at the same time!  Do your regular shopping on Amazon 
Smile; designate support to St. John’s Lutheran Church, Oxnard, CA and a portion of 
the sale is donated back to us. Thanks for your support. 
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New Medi-Cal Program 
Interface Children & Family Services is a Medi-Cal Navigator. The Medi-Cal Navigator 
Outreach and Enrollment program is a way for Ventura County residents, who are 
interested in applying for Medi-Cal, to receive personal assistance through the 
enrollment process. They also provide support for re-enrollments and general Medi-Cal 
questions. These Navigators are bilingual and available Monday through Friday from 
9:00am to 5:00pm. Call 1-833-607-2650 or text “medical” to 211211. 
 

 

 
 
 
Saturday, June 5   Men’s Breakfast 
 
Tuesday, June 8   Passages and Prayer: 7:00 pm - Firepit 
 
Sunday, June 13   Voter’s Meeting in the gym after service 
 
Tuesday, June 15   Passages and Prayer: 7:00 pm - Firepit 
 
Tuesday, June 22   Passages and Prayer: 7:00 pm – Firepit 
 
                June 21 - July 9  Summer Camp at St. John’s – selected dates 
 
                June 24-26  Royal Family Kids’ Camp at St. John’s 
 
Tuesday, June 29   Passages and Prayer: 7:00 pm – Firepit 
 
                July 4-10   Hume Lake High School Summer Camp 
 
Saturday, August 14  39 Year Celebration of Hispanic Ministry 
     Pastor Dennis & Tara Bradshaw retirement 

Worship at 3:00 pm 
     Reception following  
 
 



ON THE SIDELINES 

 

 
 

 

A Little Lutheran Laughter for the Summer! 

 

Southern Californian Lutherans know: 

Sin-burn is prevented by Son-screen! 

 

Q: Why did the dolphin cross the beach? 
A: To get to the other tide! 
 
Q: Why don’t oysters share their pearls? 
A: Because they’re shellfish! 
 
 
Recipe for the Summer 
Fresh Gnocchi with Summer Vegetables 
 
Ingrediants 
¾ lb, gnocchi 
4 oz. cherry tomatoes 
2 cloves of garlic 
4 oz. sweet pepper 
1 Summer squash 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
Shaved parmesan cheese 
Salt 
Pepper 
 
Continue….  



Directions. 
1. Prepare small pot of salted boiling water; cut squash into quarter inch cubes; cut off 
pepper stems, ribs, and seeds and cut thin slices; chop garlic roughly; halve tomatoes 
and season with salt and pepper. 
 
2. In a pan cook squash in heated olive oil without stirring until browned lightly; add 
peppers and garlic; season with salt and pepper; cook 1 - 2 minutes; add seasoned 
tomatoes and cook 1 - 2 minutes. Turn off heat and season again with salt and pepper 
to taste.  
 
3. While the vegetables cook, add gnocchi to the pot of boiling water; cook 3 - 4 minutes 
until gnocchi float to the top; turn off heat; reserve ½ cup of “gnocchi cooking water; 
drain gnocchi. 
 
4. Add cooked gnocchi, a little butter, and half the reserved gnocchi cooking water to 
the pan of cooked vegetables. Cook on medium high stirring vigorously for 30 - 60 
seconds. Season with salt and pepper to taste. 
 
5. Divide pan ingredients in half on plates. Sprinkle with cheese. Enjoy! 
 
 

 

 

 



HOW TO CONTACT US 

 

 
 

St. John's Lutheran Church, 1500 North C St. Oxnard, CA 93030 

805.983.0330; stjohnsoxnard.com 

 

STAFF 

Vivian Moore, Office Manager: extension 10; vmoore@stjohnsoxnard.com 

Gary Henricksen, Parish Administrator: extension 15; ghenricksen@stjohnsoxnard.com 

 

OFFICERS, BOARD CHAIRS, AND MINISTRIES STAFF 

David Chavez - President 

William Speitel - Vice-President 

Joyce Gregory - Treasurer 

Marilyn Valenzuela - Secretary 

Ernie Moore - Elders 

Art Terrell - Trustees 

Christie Allmen - Parish Education 

Cindy Terrell - Missions 

Emma Thompson – Sunday School 

Scott Meier – Worship Coordinator 

Sara Gonzales – Digital Media/Puppets

__________________________________ 

 

THE FINAL WORD 

 
Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus 

Christ the Father’s Son, in truth and love. 
2 John 3 


