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PREFACE

I began composing this piece in April 2009 and completed it on July 10th, 2011.
During this period, I came up with many titles for it. My first idea, inspired by the
worldwide “Great Recession,” was to call it The Geltschmerz Variations. Over time,
however, such a title seemed frivolous in light of how important this work was to my
oeuvre. Another brainstorm that hit me was to name it after my favorite hiking trail in the
city where I reside (Portland, Oregon), to wit: The Wildwood Variations. Such a title,
however, exudes an unpleasant odor of provincialism. At one point, when I considered the
travails suffered in the process of composing this piece (having lived on borrowed time
while doing so), I decided to call it Forty Minus One Variations. This title, however,
conjures up images of torturers wielding whips and whatnot. Other titles I considered
were: Misanthropic Variations, Quixotic Variations, Ecstatic Variations, Suicidal
Variations, The Diarrhea Variations, The People Defeated Will Never Be United, and so
on. Many of these titles seemed unjustifiably cynical and most of them either rang hollow
or failed to resonate with the spirit of the piece.

I don’t know, ... I might eventually have to give in to my baser instincts and permit
this opus to be taken for some unter-species of parochial Genericana and, come hell or
high water, gnash my teeth on my way to the bank. All seriousness aside, perhaps I'll just
go ahead and name it after my favorite stomping ground in Portland—a café on NW
Thurman Street—and dutifully christen it The Saint Honoré Variations ... (Fat chance!)

After mulling over my various options, I decided in the end to stick to the time-
honored practice of conferring upon this opus a bland and neutral title, which lends to it, I
suppose, a certain gravitas and/or je ne sais quoi. Even so, I may assent to future
musicologists devising a nickname for it, should they plot to do so. As far as I can
determine, at the time of this writing, this is the biggest, if not the baddest, set of solo
piano variations in the history of the genre, far surpassing in scope Bach’s Goldberg
Variations, Beethoven’s Diabelli Variations, and Frederic Rzewski’s variations on Sergio
Ortega’s anthem ;El pueblo unido, jamas serd vencido!. An informant tipped me off that
Kaikhosru Shapurgi Sorabji (aka Leon Dudley) may have written some larger sets
(possibly based on passacaglia ostinati), but I have yet to stumble upon them. Suffice to
say, it is my fervent hope that I will be able to hang on long enough to hear my own set
performed by a well-qualified super-virtuoso.

Gary Noland
Portland Oregon
July 11* 2011



NOTES

Unless otherwise indicated, all trills, long and short, are to begin on the upper
auxiliary. The small squiggles (s+) seen throughout this score should not be interpreted as
inverted mordants but rather as short trills (generally two or three shakes starting on the
upper note) as described in Bach’s Table of Ornaments.

Please note that a wide range of interpretations of this piece is possible. My
indications of dynamics, tempos, articulations, and phrasings may be viewed as general
guidelines and should not, therefore, be construed as being “carved in stone.” Pianists are
encouraged to be flexible in their interpretations of this score and are hence advised not to
take its performance markings too literally. It is imperative, notwithstanding, that those
who make bold to perform this piece should do so with unrelenting focus, unflinching
determination, and unwavering faith in their musical convictions.

* Gary Noland
Portland Oregon
July 11", 2011
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Biography

Gary Noland grew up on a plot of land three blocks south of UC
Berkeley known as People’s Park, which has distinguished itself as a
site of civic unrest since the 1960s. As an adolescent, Gary lived for a
time in Salzburg and Garmisch-Partenkirchen, where he absorbed
many musical influences. He earned a BA in music from UC Berkeley
in 1979, continued studies at the Boston Conservatory, and transferred
to Harvard where he added to his credits an MA and PhD in 1989.
Primarily self-taught, his teachers in composition and theory have
included John C. Adams, Alan Curtis, Sir Peter Maxwell Davies,
William Denny, Robert Dickow, Janice Giteck, Andrew Imbrie, Earl
Kim, Leon Kirchner, David Lewin, Donald Martino, Hugo Norden,
Marta Ptaszynska, Chris Rozé, Goodwin Sammel, John Swackhamer,
Ivan Tcherepnin, and Walter Winslow. He has attended seminars by
composers David Del Tredici, Beverly Grigsby, Michael Finnissy and
Bernard Rands, and has had private consultations with George
Rochberg and Joaquin Nin-Culmell.

Gary’s catalogue consists of over 400 works, which include
piano, vocal, chamber, experimental and electronic pieces, full-length
plays in verse, fiction, and graphically notated scores. His
compositions have been performed and broadcast in many locations
throughout the United States, as well as in Europe, Asia, and
Australia. He founded the Seventh Species concert series in San
Francisco in 1990 and has, since, produced over 50 concerts of
contemporary concert hall music on the West Coast. Gary is also a
founding member, and currently sits on the board, of Cascadia
Composers. Gary has taught music at Harvard and the University of
Oregon and currently teaches piano, theory, and composition as an
independent instructor in Portland, Oregon. Six CDs of his
compositions are available on North Pacific Music at:
www.northpacificmusic.com.
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