
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF LONOKE COUNTY, ARKANSAS
THIRD DIVISION

CHUCK GRAHAM, IN HIS CAPACITY 
AS LONOKE COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY PETITIONER

VS. 43CV-26-1183

TOBY TROUTMAN and
LONOKE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSIONERS RESPONDENTS

MOTION OF SEPARATE DEFENDANT TOBY TROUTMAN 
 TO ACCELERATE HEARING

Comes Defendant Toby Troutman, through his attorneys, Jeff Rosenzweig

and Jennifer M. Lancaster, and for his Motion to Accelerate Hearing states:

1.    The Petitioner filed this action seeking mandamus and declaratory

judgment on July 27, 2026.    Troutman was served by Lonoke deputies on August

10, 2026— ironically, at the address that the Petitioner erroneously claims that

Troutman  does not reside at.

2.   On August 4, 2026, six days before Troutman was served, a hearing date

was scheduled for September 3, 2026.

3.   The September 3 date violates Rule 78(d) of the Arkansas Rules of Civil

Procedure, which provides:

(d) Mandamus and Prohibition. Upon the filing of petitions
for writs of mandamus or prohibition in election matters, it
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shall be the mandatory duty of the circuit court having
jurisdiction to fix and announce a day of court to be held
no sooner than 2 and no longer than 7 days thereafter to
hear and determine the cause.

4.   Although the Supreme Court held in Jenkins v. Bogard, 335 Ark. 334, 980

S.W.2d 270 (1998), that noncompliance with Rule 78(d)  does not deprive the circuit

court of jurisdiction, the clear public policy of the state is to accelerate and expedite

election disputes.   See Ark. Code Ann. § 7-5-802 for circuit court obligation and

Ark. Code Ann. § 7-5-804(b) for Supreme Court obligation.

5.  Moreover, the people of Lonoke County have a right to know, as soon as

possible, who will be on the ballot.   Therefore, Troutman requests that the Court set

a hearing as soon as practicable.

WHEREFORE, Troutman prays that the Court accelerate the hearing in this

matter and conduct it as soon as practicable.

TOBY TROUTMAN

/s/ Jeff Rosenzweig
          ________________________

JEFF ROSENZWEIG
Arkansas Bar No. 77115
300 Spring St., Suite 310
Little Rock, AR 72201
(501) 372-5247
jrosenzweig@att.net

2



JENNIFER M. LANCASTER
Ark. Bar No. 2011178
CORNERSTONE LAW FIRM, PLLC
117 S. Market St., Suite 115
Benton, AR 72015
(501) 776-2224 |
jennifer@cornerstonear.law

Attorneys for Respondent Troutman

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on this 13 day of August 2026, a copy of the foregoing was served
on Chuck Graham, Lonoke County Prosecuting Attorney, and on counsel for the
Lonoke County Board of Election Commissioners, via the Court’s electronic filing
system, and upon the Attorney General of the State of Arkansas in compliance with
Ark. Code Ann. § 16-111-106(b).

/s/ Jeff Rosenzweig
          ________________________

JEFF ROSENZWEIG
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