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SECTION 1
UNIT 1 MAPPING & RELATED SKILLS
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MAP FACTS

A map is a flat representation of the earth as seen from above. It is not a true
representation of the earth. The earth is a sphere and a map is flat.

A map distorts the shapes of the land and water features on earth. A map is
a smaller version of a large object.

It does not show the entire world. The North and South Poles are not seen
and only a small part of Antarctica is shown. The map-maker, called a
cartographer, only shows the portion and features of the map that he wants.

There are many different types of maps that are very useful to man. They
can be very detailed with features such as lines colours, dots, and
symbols which help to show;

1. Location

2. Direction

3. Physical features such as; forests, mountains, rivers, lakes etc.

4 Give information on climate, population, vegetation, roads,

elevation, depth etc.



MAP PARTS
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Title - the name of the map and what it is about and for.

2. Compass Rose - tells the direction of places usually using the cardinal
points, north, south, east and west or an arrow pointing north.

3. Map legend/Key — contains symbols and colours and their meanings.
These symbols represent live features on the ground.

4. Scale — is used to measure distance from one place to another. This
Is the relationship between the size of the drawing and that of the live
object. There are different types of scales; a line scale, a
representative fraction and a word scale.

5. Borders - these are lines that show where the map ends. They give
the boundaries of places.

6. Imaginary Lines - lines of latitude and longitude are drawn on a map
to form a square grid. This grid becomes a coordinate system allowing
a person to pin point a particular location.

7. Map Index — shows places on the map listed in alphabetical order.

TYPES OF MAPS

1. Political map — shows areas that are ruled by a particular
government.
2. Physical map - shows land and water features such as

mountains, forests, rivers, lakes, deserts, gulfs etc.

3. Topographic or contour map — shows elevation of surface
features — highlands and lowlands.

WORLD MAP
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4. Population map — shows where people live and the amount of
people living in an area.

Definition of a Compass

A compass is an essential navigational tool used to determine direction. It
consists of a magnetic needle that aligns itself with the Earth's magnetic field,
indicating the cardinal points.

360-Degree Angle

The compass is divided into 360 degrees, forming a complete circle. This
division allows for precise measurement of angles and directions.

The Compass Rose

On a map, a compass rose is used to display the orientation of the cardinal
directions. It provides a visual representation of North, South, East, and
West.

Cardinal Points

There are four primary cardinal points on a compass:

North (N): Points towards the Earth's North Pole.

South (S): Points towards the Earth's South Pole.

East (E): Points in the direction of the Earth's rotation.

West (W): Points opposite the direction of the Earth's rotation.

Pwnh e

Bearings and Measurement



Compass bearings refer to the direction of one point relative to another,
measured in degrees. For instance, South has a bearing of 180 degrees,
indicating a straight line due south.

Eight-Point and Sixteen-Point Compass

For increased accuracy and precision, an eight-point or sixteen-point
compass can be used. These compasses provide more divisions between
the cardinal points, allowing for finer direction determination.

By using a compass and understanding its components, individuals can
navigate with confidence and accuracy, making it an indispensable tool in
various fields, including outdoor adventures, cartography, and navigation.




EXAMPLES OF MAP SCALES

Verbal, numeric, and graphic means
of representing scale
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Example of symbols
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LOCATION LATITUDE & LONGITUDE
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Lines of latitude and longitude are imaginary lines drawn on a map to help
with locating things or places. They make up a coordinate system.

Lines of latitude
Lines of latitude are essential components of a coordinate system used to
locate places on a map. These imaginary lines run parallel to the equator

from east to west. Key facts about lines of latitude include:

1. Terminology and orientation:
A. They are called parallels due to their parallel nature to the equator.
B. They run horizontally from east to west, encircling the Earth.

2. Equator:
A. The equator is the starting line of latitude, positioned at O degrees.
B. It divides the Earth into the northern and southern hemispheres,

creating the great circle of Earth.



3. Measurement and Climate Zones:

A. Lines of latitude are measured in degrees from O degrees at the

equator to 90 degrees north or 90 degrees south at the poles.

B. They play a crucial role in dividing the Earth into various climate zones.
4. Characteristics:
Lines of latitude never intersect but rather become smaller as they approach
the poles.
5. Important Lines of Latitude:

A. Tropic of Cancer: Located at 23.5 degrees north (23.5°N).

B. Tropic of Capricorn: Positioned at 23.5 degrees south (23.5°S).

C. Arctic Circle: Located at 66.5 degrees north (66.5°N).

D. Antarctic Circle: Positioned at 66.5 degrees south (66.5°S).

E. Equator: Positioned at 0 degrees (0°) and acts as the reference for
latitude.

Lines of Longitude

Lines of longitude are another vital aspect of the coordinate system used for
locating places on a map. These imaginary lines run from north to south and
meet at the poles. Key facts about lines of longitude include:

1. Terminology and orientation:
A. They are called meridians.

B. They run vertically from north to south.

2. The Prime Meridian:

A. The Prime Meridian, also known as the Greenwich Meridian, serves as
the starting line for longitude.

B. It divides the Earth into the eastern and western hemispheres.
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3. Measurement:
Lines of longitude are measured in degrees from O degrees at the prime

meridian to 180 degrees east or 180 degrees west.

4. International Date Line:
A. The International Date Line, or timeline, is positioned at 180 degrees.
B. It serves as the transition line for changing the date while crossing from

one day to the next.

5. Time Zones:
Lines of longitude play a vital role in dividing the Earth into different time

zones, each approximately 15 degrees of longitude wide.
By understanding lines of latitude and longitude, individuals can accurately

navigate and locate points on the Earth's surface, making them fundamental

tools for cartographers, navigators, and travelers worldwide.

EXAMPLES OF LANDFORMS & BODIES OF WATER
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VOCABULARY

LAND FORMS

9.
inland.

10.

Island — land completely surrounded by water
Peninsula — land that projects out into the ocean from a larger land
mass and is surrounded by water on three sides.

Mountain — the most prominent land feature at 2,000 ft. and above.
Valley — Lowland surrounded by highlands usually has a river
running through it.

Delta — A triangular landform that is found at the mouth of a river
where the river flows into an ocean, sea etc.

Isthmus — A narrow strip of land connecting two large land masses.

Continent — The largest land mass in the world. There are seven of

Plain — low flat rolling land
Plateau — large upland with an almost flat top.

Cliff — A high and very steep rock face found along the coast or

Desert — A dry sandy place marked by very low rainfall. They can be

either hot or cold.

11.

a hot climate and dense vegetation

Tropical Forest — An area marked by high rainfall all year round with

12



WATER FEATURES

1. Strait - A narrow body of water that connects two larger bodies of
water.

2. Sea — The salt water that covers the greater part of the earth’s
surface.

3. Ocean — The vast body of salt water that covers three-fourths of the

earth’s surface.
Lake — A body of water completely surrounded by land.

5. Gulf — A large inlet of water partially enclosed by land

6. Bay — A small inlet of water partially enclosed by land. It is smaller
than a gulf but larger than a cove.

7. River — A natural stream of flowing water that empties into another
body of water.

8. Stream — A body of water flowing in a channel or water course.

9. Channel — A narrow deep body of water connecting two larger bodies
of water.

10. Canal — A man-made/artificial body of water

BERING STRAIT
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GEOGRAPY OF THE BAHAMAS
THE WATERWAYS OF THE BAHAMAS

1. Northeast Providence Channel — located between Abaco and
Eleuthera

2. Northwest Providence Channel - located between Grand
Bahama and Bimini.

3. Exuma Sound - Is found between The Exuma Cays and Cat
Island.

4. Mayaguana Passage — Found between Mayaguana and Acklins.
5. Crooked Island Passage — located between Crooked Island and
Long Island.

6. Old Bahama Channel — located between Andros and Cuba.

7. Little Bahama Bank (shallow body of water) — Surrounds
Abaco and Grand Bahama.

8. Straits of Florida - found between Bimini (Bahamas) and Florida.
9. The Bight of Acklins — located between Crooked Island and
Acklins.

10. Tongue of the Ocean - found on the eastern side of Andros.
11. Lake Rosa (Lake Windsor) — the largest lake in The Bahamas
located in Inagua.

12. Goose River - The only river found in the Bahamas located in
Andros.

13. Great Bahama Bank (shallow body of water) — found around

Andros, Eleuthera, New Providence, Berry Islands, Cat Island, Exuma, Long
Island, Ragged Island and Cat Island.

14. Great , Granny, Little (2), Storr’s and Stout's Lakes — all found
in San Salvador

15. Lake Killarney —located in New Providence.

16. Lake Cunningham - located in New Providence

14



17. Dean's Blue Hole - the deepest blue hole in the world located in
Long Island.

18. Causteaus’ Blue Hole — located in Andros

19. Atlantic Ocean — The largest body of water that surrounds The
Bahamas.

20. Caicos Passage — found between Mayaguana and Inagua

15



UNIT 2 - THE EARTH AND SUN RELATIONSHIP (SOLAR SYSTEM)
THE SOLAR SYSTEM

The Sun

&

(.

Click or Touch an Object to Explore Objects Not to Scale

The Solar System

The solar system comprises the sun, planets, moons, and other heavenly
bodies that orbit around it.

Planets

There are eight planets in our solar system: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune, as well as the dwarf planet Pluto.

Inner Planets

Mercury: Closest to the sun.

Venus: Known for its extreme heat, the second planet from the sun.
Earth: The only planet known to support intelligent life.

Mars: Referred to as the red planet due to its reddish appearance.

WP

Outer Planets

1.  Jupiter: The largest planet, featuring a prominent storm known as the
Great Red Spot.

2.  Saturn: Famous for its beautiful rings, shared by Jupiter, Uranus, and
Neptune.

16



3. Uranus: An "ice giant" and the only planet named after a Greek, rather
than a Roman, god.

4. Neptune: Another "ice giant,” named after the god of the sea and
featuring the Great Dark Spot storm.

Pluto

Although once considered the ninth planet, Pluto is now classified as a dwarf
planet, the smallest and furthest from the sun.

Planetary Movements
All planets have two movements: rotation and revolution.

Rotation

1. Rotation refers to the spinning of a planet on its axis.
2. Earth takes approximately 23 hours and 56 minutes for one complete
rotation.

Revolution

1. Revolution refers to a planet's orbit around the sun.
2. Earth completes one revolution in about 365.25 days, leading to leap
years every four years.

Axis and Orbit

1. Axis: An imaginary line running through the center of a planet,
determining its rotation.
2. Orbit: The path taken by a planet around the sun.

Gravity
Gravity is the force that holds planets in their orbits around the sun.

Comets, Meteoroids, Meteors, and Meteorites

1. Comets: Referred to as "dirty snowballs," comets have tails and are
composed of ice and dust.

2. Meteoroids: Solid bodies that orbit the sun.

3. Meteors: Solid bodies that enter the Earth's atmosphere, commonly
known as shooting stars.

17



4. Meteorites: Meteors that reach the Earth's surface.

Asteroids and the Asteroid Belt

1. Asteroids are minor planets found in the solar system.
2. The Asteroid Belt is situated between Mars and Jupiter.

Galaxies and Constellations

1. Galaxies: Large groups of stars, gas, and dust that form a universe.
Our galaxy is the "Milky Way."

2. Constellations: Various groups of stars forming definite shapes or
patterns in the sky, each with names like the Big Dipper, Little Dipper,
Orion, and Crux.

Stars
Stars are hot balls of gas, emitting light and heat through nuclear fusion.

Equinox and Solstice

1. Equinox: Occurs twice a year (March 20th and September 22nd) when
the Earth's equator aligns with the center of the sun, resulting in equal
day and night lengths.

2. Solstice: Happens on June 21st and December 21st, when the sun
reaches its highest and lowest distance from the celestial equator,
leading to the longest and shortest days of the year.

18



UNIT 3 WEATHER/CLIMATE

WEATHER

1.
2.

Weather — The condition of the atmosphere at a given time.
Climate — The condition of the atmosphere over a long period

of time.

THE ELEMENTS OF WEATHER

1.
2.
3.

©oNOOA

Temperature — How hot or cold something is.

Humidity — The amount of water vapour in the air/ moisture in the air.
Precipitation — Moisture that falls from the sky onto the earth’s
surface.

Cloud Cover — How much of the sky is covered by clouds.

Sunshine — The amount of visible sunlight.

Wind — Air in motion.

Wind Direction — The direction in which the wind is blowing.

Wind Speed — The speed in which the wind is blowing.

Air Pressure — The force or weight of the air on the earth’s surface.

INSTRUMENTS THAT MEASURE THE ELEMENTS OF WEATHER

19



TEMPERATURE

THERMOMETER - degrees
Celsius/ Fahrenheit

HUMIDITY

HYGROMETER - degrees
Celsius/ Fahrenheit

CLOUD COVER

OBSERVATION —OKTAS

SUNSHINE

SUNSHINE RECORDER
(CAMPBELL STOKES)- hours

and minutes per day for which the|

sun is visible.
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PRECIPITATION

GAUGE - INCHES

WIND SPEED

ANEMOMETER - knots

WIND DIRECTION

WIND VANE

AIR PRESSURE

BAROMETER — millibars (mb)

21




UNIT 4 - CONSERVATION/TYPES OF INDUSTRIES
INDUSTRIES & INDUSTRY

1. Economic activities concerned with the processing of raw
materials and the manufacturing of goods in factories.

2. A specific branch of manufacture and trade e.g. the Textile
Industry . e T ey e

3. A group of companies that are related in terms
business activities.

TYPES OF INDUSTRIES

Primary : extracts or harvest products from the earth — forestry, fishing,
farming, mining, grazing

Secondary: manufacturing finished goods. Manufacturing, processing and
construction e.g. textiles, automobiles, breweries and bottlers,
construction, shipbuilding etc.

Tertiary : provide services to the general public and
businesses — tourism, healthcare, retail, education, wholesale,
media, restaurants, law etc.

Quaternary; Intellectual activities — government, culture,
research & development, IT

Quinary: decision — making, executives, government, science etc.

22



UNIT 5 - FARMING IN THE BAHAMAS
FACTS ABOUT FARMING IN THE BAHAMAS FARMING

a. It is the cultivation of crops, livestock and poultry

b. A tract of land devoted to the raising and breeding of domestic
animals

C. An area of water devoted to the raising and breeding of a specific

aquatic animal.

KINDS OF FARMING

1. Horticulture — the cultivation of plants

2. Dairy — the production of milk, butter, cream, cheese etc.

3. Meat - the cultivation of animals for their meat

4. Grain - the cultivation of wheat, barley, rye, oats, millet, sorghum etc.

TYPES OF FARMING

1. COMMERCIAL FARMING - farming on a large scale for profit

Equipment used (expensive) — hired labour, tractors, irrigation, modern
machinery (harvesters), hybrid seeds, fertilizers, storage Etc.

Crops / Meat grown —tomatoes, cabbage, pineapples, red peppers, onions,
okras, cucumbers, poultry, goats, sheep etc.

23



Practiced — Andros s, New Providence, Abaco, Exuma, Eleuthera, Crooked
Island, Mayaguana, Long Island
Farming methods used — large amounts of land

2. SUBSISTENCE FARMING - farming on a small scale for
personal consumption

Equipment used — hoe, watering hose, cutlass, rake, sticks, wheelbarrow,
knives etc.

Crops / Meat grown — peas, corn, fruits, vegetables, poultry, pigs, goats,
sheep,

Practiced by — All islands

Farming methods used - slash and burn

BENEFITS OF FARMING

Provides jobs

Provides food

Provides recreation

Adds diversity to the economy

Makes The Bahamas less dependent on tourism
Provides money

A sense of self-sufficiency

PROBLEMS WITH FARMING IN THE BAHAMAS

Infertile soil

Looked down upon by locals
Poor transportation to market
Uneven distribution of rain
Lack of modern equipment
Lack of skills

Lack of current knowledge
Poor attitude toward farming

©No g~ wDNPE
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GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGEMENT

Encourage local farmers' markets.

Grant crown land

Provide tax concessions on imported machinery

Provide more packing houses

Provide loans financed by the Bahamas Development Bank

Help with the development of farming techniques e.g. irrigation

: Place tariffs, higher taxes or restraints on imported goods grown
hat are grown locally

Provide proper attractive facilities for the farmers' market

SNoakrwdPE

o

MAJOR EXPORTS

Onions, okras, tomatoes
Other exported produce - pineapples, grapefruits, limes, papaya and
avocado

FAMILY ISLAND PRODUCE

Andros — cucumbers, tomatoes, potatoes, pigeon peas, citrus fruits,
corn, okras, peppers, melons, squash

Eleuthera — pineapples, tomatoes, citrus fruits, melons
Exuma - onions, tomatoes, melons, potatoes, corn

Abaco - cucumber, pigeon peas, tomatoes, avocado, citrus
New Providence — poultry, citrus, vegetables, pigs

Long Island — bananas, mangoes, pineapples, pigeon peas, corn,
sheep, goats, pigs

All islands grow pigeon peas.

25



UNIT 6 FISHING IN THE BAHAMAS
FACTS ABOUT FISHING IN THE BAHAMAS

Definition and Types of Fishing
Fishing in The Bahamas refers to the act of catching fish. There are three
main types of fishing:

1. Commercial Fishing:

A. Conducted on a large scale for profit.

B. Expensive equipment includes traps, sponge hooks, nets, large
boats, and refrigeration storage.

C. Fish caught include groupers, snappers, crawfish, jacks, conchs,
and other deep-water fish.

D. Fishing trips can last from two days to six weeks.

E. Common methods include long-line fishing (using a fishing line

with many hooks) and dragnetting (an illegal method involving two boats
dragging a large net to catch various fish).

2. Subsistence Fishing:

A. Carried out on a small scale for personal consumption.

B. Equipment includes dinghies, fish pots, hooks and lines, glass
buckets, spears, ice, and coolers.

C. Fish caught include grunts, jacks, snappers, yellowtails, and other

26



species found near rocks.
D. Fishing trips usually last one day or overnight in shallow waters,
shoals, docks, and rocky areas.

3. Sports Fishing:

A. Pursued for pleasure and enjoyment, often by tourists.

B. Equipment includes bully nets, spear guns, rods on wheels, and
power yachts.

C. Fish caught during sports fishing include marlins, wahoos,
swordfish, dolphins, bonefish, and tunas.

D. Fish are typically caught, weighed, measured, and then released
back into the sea.

E. Sports fishing trips generally last one day.

Benefits of Fishing

1. Provides employment opportunities for local communities.
Supplies food to meet both domestic and export demands.
Offers recreational activities for locals and tourists.

Diversifies the economy and reduces dependency on tourism.
Generates income and revenue for the country.

ok WD

Challenges of Fishing in The Bahamas

A. Overfishing depletes fish populations and disrupts marine
ecosystems.

B. Lack of modern equipment hampers efficiency and productivity.
C. Local perceptions of fishing being looked down upon may
discourage involvement.

D. Expensive equipment can be a barrier to entry for some fishers.
E. Inclement weather can pose safety risks and disrupt fishing
operations.

F. Fishing practices harmful to coral reefs can lead to ecological
damage.

27



G. Poaching, the illegal practice of fishing, affects fish stocks and

Biodiversity.
H. Use of bleach and other chemicals harms marine life and water
quality.

l. Polluted water impacts fish habitats and food safety.
Fishing Grounds in The Bahamas

Fishing activities are conducted in various areas throughout The Bahamas,
including:

> Little Bahama Bank

- Great Bahama Bank

> Waters around Bimini, Andros, Eleuthera, Abaco, New
Providence, and the Berry Islands (Northern islands)

- Cay Sal Bank

- Waters surrounding Crooked Island and Acklins

Fishing remains a vital industry in The Bahamas, contributing to its economy,
culture, and way of life. However, sustainable fishing practices and
conservation efforts are essential to ensure the long-term viability of fish
stocks and marine ecosystems in the region.
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UNIT 7 - TOURISM IN THE BAHAMAS
TOURISM INFORMATION

= R :
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Tourism — is the movement of people from one destination to another for a
short-term or temporary period. It is the business of attracting and taking care
of tourists.

Tourist — a person who has left their normal place of residence for a
temporary period for Business or Leisure — The two main reasons why
people travel.

The two main types of tourism are:

a) Domestic tourism — travel to a place inside your home
country
b) Foreign tourism — travel to a destination outside of your

home country

Sir Peter Henry Bruce — British engineer was the first to recognize The
Bahamas as a place for the sick and old who could not bear cold weather to
come. The first tourists who came to The Bahamas came for health reasons
during the winter. They were called “winter tourists”.

The Royal Victoria Hotel — the first hotel built in The Bahamas (1861 to

1972).
Colonial Hotel(1900,s), Montagu Hotel(1929)

1900,s tourism became a year round industry due to the introduction of air-
conditioning in hotels.
Sir Stafford Sands — was the first Minister of tourism and became known

as "The father of tourism”.
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Most of our tourists come from North America (mainly American).

THE FOUR TYPES OF TOURISTS

a) Stopover - visitors that stay for more than one day. They
use accommodations and transportation. They are preferred in terms of
expenditure.

b) Cruise — come on a cruise ship and spend only a few hours
sight-seeing and purchasing souvenirs.

C) Day - visitors that spend only one day, but do not stay
overnight.

d) Transit — visitors that spend less than one day on their way

to another destination.
THE IMPORTANCE OF TOURISM TO THE BAHAMAS

1. Itis the number one industry in The Bahamas

It increases government revenue

It employs thousands of Bahamians (directly or indirectly).
It provides foreign exchange

It helps us to improve our infrastructure

6. It provides benefits for both tourists and Bahamians

TOURISM DISADVANTAGES
1. Competition with other tourism destinations

Loss of culture
Fluctuation of currencies
Inclement weather
Political instability
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WAYS PEOPLE TRAVEL —
-  Car/bus

- Train

- Airplane
-  Ship
ECOTOURISM

Ecotourism — visitation to undisturbed areas of the natural environment to
study, admire, and enjoy. The focus is on the flora, fauna and natural scenery
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of a place.

Ecotourist — nature travelers, usually wealthy and they accept local
conditions — collectors, photographers, mountain

BENEFITS OF ECOTOURISM

A.

C - IOQTMOOW

It provides jobs
It encourages government planning

. It increases government revenue
. It diversifies the economy

It provides additional attractions for tourists
It encourages preservation of local culture in the environment

. Development of our infrastructure
. Disposal in the Family Islands

It enhances the protection of the natural environment
It brings awareness to the local environment to both tourists and locals

DISADVANTAGES OF ECOTOURISM

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Currency fluctuations

Political instability

Destruction of wildlife

Inclement weather

Degradation of an area due to an increase in population

BAHAMAS NATIONAL PARKS

The Retreat (The Bahamas National Trust)-New ProvidenceO
Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park (Exuma)

Lucayan National Park (Grand Bahama)

Inagua National Park (Flamingos)(Inagua)

Abaco National park (parrots)(Abaco)

Pelican Cays Land and Sea Park (Abaco)

Peterson Cay National Park (Grand Bahama)
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UNIT 8 - BANKING IN THE BAHAMAS
BANKING IN THE BAHAMAS

Bank — A financial institution licensed to receive

deposits.

Two types:

1. Commercial/Retail banks
2 Investment banks

Commercial banks — manage withdrawals, deposits and short — term loans
to individuals and businesses

Institutions which accept deposits, make business loans and provide related
services

Banking services (commercial):

1. Savings Accounts:

Customers are able to save money

Provides a safe place to deposit your money

. Able to make deposits and withdrawals

. Interest offered (must maintain a specified balance on the

account)

Bank statements showing all account transactions

Not a checking account (no cheques can be written against these

accounts).

2. Basic Checking Account (“no frills” account)

Does not gain interest

Limited services

. Must reconcile checks written with bank balance

. Limited number of cheques, deposits and humber of withdrawals

3. Checking :

Pay interest on specified balances

Write a cheque

. Account charged on overdrawn balances (writing “bounce’
cheques)

4. Money market Deposit Account:

High interest rates are offered.

Minimum balances are required

. Service fee charged if balance falls below a certain level

OwW>» oW Tm oUOwW>»

Ow»
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5. Certificates of Deposit:

High interest rates paid

High penalty for early withdrawal

. Money is not easily accessible for investment purposes

. Time deposits — money remains on the account for a certain

amount of time or until the maturity date.

o0w>

6. Loans:

House mortgages, business, cars, etc.

Must be paid off in a specified period of time

. High interest rates charged (pay principal plus interest).
. Collateral is needed.

oOw>

Offshore Banking — banks located outside the country of residence of the
depositor

Advantages of offshore banking:

a) Financial and legal services — deposits easy to access

b) Found in tax havens or low tax countries involved in offshore
banking e.g.

The Bahamas — strong privacy

c) Areas are politically and economically stable

d) Low cost and high interest rates

e) Interest paid is tax free

THE HISTORY OF BANKING IN THE BAHAMAS

Introduction

Banking in The Bahamas has played a significant role in the country's
economic development and growth. With a favorable investment climate,
political stability, and the absence of stringent tax controls, the banking
sector has become the second-largest source of income for the nation.
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Early Developments

1836: The first bank in The Bahamas, the Government Savings Bank, was
established as a public bank. However, it closed in 1886.

1886: The Government Savings Bank reopened under the control of the Post
Office.

1889: The Bank of Nassau was established, but it faced mismanagement
issues and closed in 1916.

Growth and Expansion

1908: The Royal Bank of Canada began operations in The Bahamas,
contributing to the growth of the banking sector.

1971: Barclays Bank entered the Bahamian banking landscape, further
enhancing the availability of banking services.

Diversification of Financial Institutions

1963: The banking landscape diversified with the establishment of thirty-
seven financial houses.

1981: The number of banks and trust companies increased to 318, reflecting
the country's attractiveness as an offshore financial center.

Bahamian-Owned Banks

1952: The People's Penny Savings Bank was established as the first
Bahamian-owned bank, reflecting the country's desire for more local financial
institutions.

Regulatory Measures

1956: The Exchange Control Regulations were introduced to regulate
foreign exchange transactions and preserve currency stability.

1960: The Bahamas Monetary Authority was established to oversee and
regulate the banking and financial sectors.

1974: The Central Bank of The Bahamas was created to assume the
functions of the Bahamas Monetary Authority, providing oversight,
regulation, and advisory services to banking and financial institutions.

34



Specialized Financial Institutions

1978: The Bahamas Development Bank was founded to provide medium
and long-term financing for development enterprises, small businesses, and
cooperatives, fostering economic development.

Conclusion

The history of banking in The Bahamas showcases the sector's evolution
from its early beginnings to a robust and diverse industry. With a favorable
investment climate, sound regulatory measures, and the establishment of
specialized financial institutions, banking continues to be a critical pillar of
the Bahamian economy, contributing significantly to the nation's growth and

prosperity.
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UNIT 9 CULTURE IN THE BAHAMAS

Culture in The
Bahamas is a rich
tapestry woven from
the diverse
influences  of its
people, history, and
natural environment.

As an archipelago

% . w8 @
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comprising over 700
islands, each with its unique characteristics, the country's culture reflects a
harmonious blend of traditions, customs, and beliefs that have evolved over

centuries.

Historical Influences on Bahamian Culture

Indigenous Inhabitants: The original inhabitants of The Bahamas were the
Lucayan people, who lived on the islands for hundreds of years before the

arrival of European explorers.

European Colonialism: The arrival of Spanish, British, and other European
settlers brought distinct cultural elements, including language, food, and

religious practices.

African Heritage: The transatlantic slave trade introduced African cultural
traditions, music, dance, and religious beliefs, which significantly influenced

Bahamian culture.
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Language and Communication

Official Language: English is the official language of The Bahamas, inherited

from British colonial rule.

Bahamian Dialect: The people of The Bahamas often speak a unique and
colorful Bahamian dialect, enriched with African, British, and Caribbean

influences.

Creole Expressions: The Bahamian dialect features Creole expressions and

idioms that convey a sense of unity and identity among the locals.

Festivals and Celebrations

Junkanoo: The most vibrant and celebrated cultural festival in The Bahamas,
Junkanoo is a lively street parade featuring colorful costumes, music, and

dance, held on Boxing Day and New Year's Day.

Independence Day: Celebrated on July 10th, this day commemorates The
Bahamas' independence from British colonial rule in 1973 and showcases

Bahamian pride and patriotism.

Emancipation Day: Observed on August 1st, Emancipation Day marks the
abolition of slavery in the British colonies and is a time of reflection and

remembrance.

Culinary Traditions

Seafood Delicacies: Given its island location,
seafood is a staple of Bahamian cuisine, with

dishes like conch salad, fried fish, and grouper

being local favorites.
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Bahamian Spices: Local spices and seasonings, such as pigeon peas, curry,

and pepper pot, add unique flavors to traditional dishes.

Coconut-based Treats: Coconut is abundant in The Bahamas and is used to

create delicious desserts like coconut tarts and coconut bread.

Music and Dance

Rhythmic Beats: Bahamian music often features lively and rhythmic beats
A | influenced by African and

Caribbean traditions.

Goombay and Rake 'n'
Scrape: Popular music
genres that involve drums,
~accordion, and  other
indigenous  instruments,

creating a lively and

infectious sound.

Ringplay and Quadrille: Traditional Bahamian dances that reflect African and

European influences, often performed at cultural events and festivals.

Art and Crafts

Straw Crafts: Straw work is a traditional craft in The Bahamas, with skilled
artisans creating intricate hats, bags, and other items using local palm

fronds.

Junkanoo Costumes: The creation of elaborate Junkanoo costumes
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showcases the creativity and craftsmanship of local artists.

Painting and Sculpture: Bahamian artists draw inspiration from the islands'
natural beauty, creating vibrant paintings and sculptures that capture the

essence of The Bahamas.

National Symbols of The Bahamas
1. National Flag:

- Three horizontal stripes: aquamarine
(top), gold (middle), and aquamarine
(bottom).

- Black equilateral triangle on the hoist

side, with three yellow, five-pointed stars

inside it.
- Aquamarine represents the surrounding seas, gold symbolizes the sandy

beaches, and black stands for the strength and unity of the Bahamian

people.

- Adopted on July 10, 1973, when The Bahamas gained independence from

Britain.
2. National Coat of Arms:

- Features a shield with a marlin fish and a flamingo

supporting it.

- A sailing ship represents Columbus's arrival in the

Bahamas, and a rising sun depicts a new beginning.

- Two green shrubs represent the land and its vegetation.
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- The scroll bears the national motto: "Forward, Upward, Onward Together."
3. National Anthem: "March On, Bahamaland"

- Written by Timothy Gibson, adopted as the national anthem in 1973.

- Reflects the unity and aspirations of the Bahamian people.

4. National Flower: Yellow Elder

- Also known as the "Yellow Trumpet,” it
features bright yellow flowers with trumpet-

shaped petals.

- Symbolizes Bahamian beauty and warmth.

5. National Tree:

§ Lignum Vitae

- Known as the "Tree of Life," it is a hardwood tree

with blue flowers and resinous wood.

- Represents strength and durability.
6. National Bird: The Flamingo

- The vibrant pink bird is native to The Bahamas and symbolizes elegance

and grace.
7. National Fish: Blue Marlin

- Known for its impressive size and strength, it represents the rich marine life

and fishing industry of The Bahamas.
8. National Flag Carrier: Bahamasair

- The national airline of The Bahamas, connecting the islands and providing

air travel services.

40



9. National Sport: Sloop Sailing

- Traditional sailing races between locally-built
sloops, reflecting the maritime heritage and

culture of The Bahamas.

' These national symbols are a source of pride

for the Bahamian people, representing their
history, culture, and natural beauty. They serve as reminders of the nation's

identity and heritage, promoting unity and patriotism among its citizens.
Conclusion

The culture of The Bahamas is a unique fusion of its historical heritage,
multicultural influences, and a deep connection to its natural surroundings.
From its colorful festivals to its mouthwatering cuisine, lively music, and rich
artistic expressions, Bahamian culture continues to captivate and inspire
both its inhabitants and visitors alike. Understanding and appreciating this
vibrant culture is essential to fostering a sense of pride and unity among the

people of The Bahamas.
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UNIT 10 - EDUCATION IN THE BAHAMAS
Education System in The Bahamas

Ministry of Education

Education in The Bahamas is overseen by the Ministry of Education, which
Is responsible for the development and administration of educational policies
and programs in the country.

School Categories
1. Primary Schools
A. Ages: 5-11 years
B. Grades: 1-6
C. GLAT Exams: Students in Grades 3 and 6 take the Government

Literacy and Numeracy Assessment Tests (GLAT).

2. Secondary Schools
A. Ages: 11-16 years
B. Divided into Junior High (Grades 7-9) and Senior High (Grades 10-
12).
C. Examination Programs: Secondary schools offer the Bahamas Junior
Certificate (B.J.C.) and the Bahamas General Certificate of Secondary
Education (B.G.C.S.E.) examinations.

Number of Schools
There are currently 210 primary and secondary schools in operation in The
Bahamas.

Of these, 158 schools are government-operated, while 52 are privately-

42



owned.

Differences between Private and Government Schools
1. Government Schools:
|.Free of charge; do not require school fees.
II.No entrance exams are required for admission.
[Il.Social promotion is practiced, where students are not held back and repeat
grades.
IV.Owned and operated by the government.
2. Private Schools:
|.Require payment of fees or school fees for enrollment.
II.Conduct entrance exams for admission.
[Il.Students may be required to repeat grades if necessary.

IV.Owned and operated by churches, families, or individuals.

Tertiary/Higher Education

Several institutions offer tertiary and higher education in The Bahamas:

A. The College of The Bahamas (COB): Opened in 1974, offers
Associate and Bachelor Degrees, and is owned/operated by the

government.

B. The University of the West Indies (UWI): A regional institution
since the 1960s, it is government-operated through affiliation.

C. The Bahamas Hotel Training College.

D. The Bahamas Technical and Vocational Institute (BTVI).

E. Other universities in the United States offer degree programs,

such as the University of Miami and Nova Southeastern University.
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Pre-school Education
Pre-school education is available in The Bahamas and is privately owned

and operated. Pre-schools provide early childhood education to prepare

young children for formal schooling.
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SECTION 2
UNIT 1 - THE ARAWAKS: Their Culture and Encounter with the Caribs
and Europeans

The Arawaks: Their Culture and Customs
Ancestral Migration

Ancestors of the Arawaks migrated from Asia
America through the Bering Strait, following herds as nomads.

Settlement in the Caribbean

A. The Arawaks settled in South America along the northern banks of the
Orinoco River (Venezuela, Bolivia, Peru, Brazil).

B. Fierce enemies, the Caribs, chased them into the Caribbean Islands.

C. They first settled in the Lesser Antilles and later moved to the Greater
Antilles (Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Cuba, Hispaniola) around 250 B.C.

The Lucayans in The Bahamas

The Arawaks who made The Bahamas their home were known as the
Lucayans.

Social Organization
The Arawaks had a noble and peaceful social organization.

Family-Oriented: They shared one hut as a family unit.

Hierarchical Society: Power and responsibilities depend on one's position in
the community.

Cooperative Society: They shared resources and responsibilities.
Primitive Lifestyle: The Arawaks did not use metal or advanced technology.
llliterate: They could not read or write.

Peaceful and simple: They were known for their peaceful and easy-going
nature.

Subsistence Farmers and Hunters: They practiced subsistence farming,
fishing, and hunting for their livelihood.

Small villages: They usually live in small villages of around 15 huts near the
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sea.

Spiritual and Religious: They believed in many gods (polytheistic) and held
spiritual beliefs.

Customs and Practices

Body Decoration: Arawaks painted their faces and bodies for beauty,
fashion, religious purposes, and insect repellent, using mixtures of red,
white, yellow, purple, and black.

Body Piercing and Tattooing: They pierced and tattooed their bodies as a
form of expression.

Favorite Dish: "Pepperpot" was a popular and favored dish among the
Arawaks.

Forehead Flattening: Flattening babies' foreheads was a cultural practice for
beauty and protection against Carib attacks.

Clothing: They wore little or no clothing, with loin cloths and long skirts known
as "naguas."

Travel and Trade: The Arawaks used canoes for travel, trade, and fishing.

Farming and Hunting: They practiced shifting cultivation known as “"conucos"
and engaged in fishing and hunting.

Hairstyle: Their hair was styled in a "pudding basin" shape.

Rituals and Dances: The Arawaks sang and danced in rituals and
celebrations known as "arietos."

Domestic Dogs: They had domesticated dogs known as "alcos" that did not
bark.

Basket Weaving: Arawaks crafted baskets from "calabash" and cotton.
Zemis: Every hut had a "zemi," an idol representing their gods.

Tobacco Smoking: They smoked tobacco for religious and leisure purposes.
Farming Method: The Arawaks used the slash-and-burn method for farming.

Diet: Their meals included birds, manatees (sea cows), iguanas, fish, hutia
(rodents), fruits, cassava, maize (corn), and sweet potatoes.

Festivals and Ceremonies: They celebrated various festivals and
ceremonies.

Leadership: The position of leader (cacique) was inherited.
Housing: They lived in huts called "bohio" and "caneye" near the sea.
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Tools and Utensils: Tools and utensils were made from wood, shells, and
rocks.

Ball Game: They played a ball game called "Batos."
Pottery: The Arawaks crafted pottery for various purposes.

The Arawaks' culture and customs were deeply rooted in their ancestral
migration and the unique way of life they developed in the Caribbean islands.
Their social organization, customs, and religious practices made them an
integral part of the region's history.

Technology

Tools & Weapons: The Arawaks crafted tools and weapons, such as spears,
bows & arrows, traps, clubs, baskets, and clothing, from materials like bones,
wood, shells, and cotton. These items were highly polished and well-shaped,
reflecting their craftsmanship.

Fishing Techniques: They used nets made from fibres and hooks & lines, as
well as harpoons made from bones, for fishing. Additionally, they employed
remora fish (sucker fish) to catch turtles and used the alcos for hunting.

Bird Catching: Arawaks utilized nets to catch doves and a noose for other
birds, such as parrots. They also employed floating gourds to catch ducks.

Agriculture: They cultivated maize (corn), cassava, peppers, sweet potatoes,
cotton, and tobacco. The cassava was processed to extract poison for
various purposes.

Cooking and Brewing: The Arawaks stewed, baked, and roasted meat. They
made cassareep — a mixture of salt, pepper, and cassava juice — as well as
cassava beer.

Architecture: The Arawaks constructed huts using sticks, creepers, and
thatch roofs. The huts had no windows or doors, and a hole in the roof
allowed smoke to escape. Furniture in the huts was minimal, with hammocks
used as beds, clay pots for cooking, and stools and tables for daily use.

Farming Techniques: They cultivated plots of land known as "conucos" for
farming purposes.

Transportation: Arawaks made dugout canoes by gouging, burning, and
burying them in the sand for curing.

Sports: They played a ball game called "batos," which was popular among
the Arawaks.
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Clothing: The Arawaks made their clothing, which was fashioned from
various materials and designed with artistic precision.

Social Organization

Government Structure: The Arawaks had a strong class structure with a
monarchy-based system.

Cacique: The cacique served as leader, judge, and high/chief priest.
Although more of a ceremonial leader than a lawmaker, the cacique had
significant authority. Responsibilities included distributing land, jobs, and
crops, deciding when to plant and harvest, determining peace and war, and
fixing days of worship. The title of cacique was inherited from father to son.

Ceremonial Role: The cacique played a crucial role in all ceremonies and
rituals, often using a wooden gong during these events.

Privileges: The cacique enjoyed great respect as a religious leader. Wives
of the cacique wore longer skirts and he was allowed to have multiple wives.
He had the largest canoe (the only one painted), the largest hut, and the
most powerful zemi. Upon death, the cacique was buried with a few of his
favorite wives in a marked cave.

Nobles/Mitayanos: Nobles, known as mitayanos, were advisors to the
cacique. These elders of the tribe were consulted for their knowledge of the
land, territorial boundaries, laws, and old stories. They also supervised the
work within the community.

Shamans: The shamans were priests who assisted the cacique with religious
rites and ceremonies.

Warriors: Warriors constituted a distinct class among the Arawaks and were
responsible for defending the community and engaging in warfare.

Commoners: Commoners formed the majority of the population, with specific
roles like working, building canoes, cooking, cleaning, fishing, hunting, and
clearing land.

Division of Labor: Women primarily cooked, cared for children, and planted
crops, while men were involved in fishing, hunting, and land clearing.

The Arawaks demonstrated advanced technological skills in crafting tools,
weapons, and fishing implements, and their social organization under the
monarchy-based system was well-defined, with the cacique serving as a
religious and ceremonial leader. The role of nobles, shamans, warriors, and
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commoners contributed to the smooth functioning of the community,
reflecting the intricacies of Arawak society.

Religion and Cultural Beliefs of the Arawaks
1. Forms of Worship

A. The Arawaks practiced zemism, ancestral worship, and nature-based
beliefs.

B. They believed in an earth goddess associated with fertility and a sky
god from whom all living beings descended.

. Their belief system was polytheistic, acknowledging multiple gods.

. The Arawaks made idols called Zemis to represent these gods, crafted

from wood, stone, bone, or cotton.

Special zemis were made from the bones of their ancestors, which

were kept in baskets.
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2. Ceremonies and Beliefs

A. The cacique held the most powerful zemi, symbolizing a way to hold
power, as zemis were believed to control everything.

Only priests and high priests were permitted to speak to the zemis
during religious ceremonies.

. The Arawaks believed in an afterlife called "coyaba,” a place where
their ancestors went without calamities.

. They were not afraid of death, viewing it as a continuation of life.
Religious ceremonies were essential, with bodies washed and painted
in red, white, and black. Men wore feathered cloaks, while women
adorned amulets made of shells and coral.
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3. Rituals and Festivals

Cohoba Ritual: Priests and the chief priest used a ceremonial substance to
induce a trance-like state for visions from the gods. They inhaled cohoba, a
hallucinogenic substance, to communicate with spirits.

Individual Zemis: Each hut had its own zemi, and a cohoba was placed on
the zemi's head and inhaled. Food was rubbed on the zemi's flat top head to
keep it healthy and happy.
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Villagers gathered when a conch shell was blown, followed by a procession
led by the cacique, hitting a wooden gong.

4. Afterlife Beliefs and Creation Stories

A. The Arawaks believed in spirits called opia that belonged to the dead.
B.  They thought opia would enter the body at night and traveled in groups,
tying zemis around their necks for protection.
C. The Arawaks buried their dead, and men were laid to rest with their
valuable belongings for the afterlife.

Creation Stories: According to one myth, humans and the sun were kept in
a cave, and when the guardian of the cave left it open, they all escaped. Men
were then turned into animals and plants for looking at the sun.

5. Festivals and Celebrations

Naming a Baby: Naming a child was significant, as a child without a name
was believed to encounter misfortune.

Harvest Time: The Arawaks celebrated the harvest season with joy and
gratitude for the abundance of crops.

War Victory: Victories in battles were commemorated with ceremonies and
festivities.

Inauguration of a New Cacique: The ascension of a new chief/cacique was
marked by special events and rituals.

The Wedding of a Cacique: A special celebration was held for the marriage
of a cacique.

Arietos: The Arawaks sang and danced during arietos, their musical
performances accompanied by drums, reed pipes, and wooden gongs.

Food Preparation: Women prepared cassava cakes using mortars and
pestles, baking them on clay griddles.

The religious and cultural beliefs of the Arawaks were deeply rooted in their
spiritual connection with nature and the divine. Their rituals and festivals
were an integral part of their identity, reflecting their close-knit society and
reverence for their gods and ancestors. Despite the challenges they faced,
the Arawaks' rich heritage and traditions continue to be an essential aspect
of Caribbean history.
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UNIT 2 - THE REINASSANCE
European Exploration and Motives in the Late 15th Century

Introduction
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The late 15th century witnessed a significant era of exploration driven by
various motives and circumstances. European nations embarked on
expeditions to discover new territories, expand their empires, and seek
wealth and prestige. This section delves into the reasons behind European
exploration during this time and the rivalries that shaped their voyages.

1. Motives for Exploration
European exploration was fueled by multiple motives, including:

Economic: The quest for wealth, gold, and precious gems motivated
explorers to seek new trade routes and sources of valuable goods.

Political: European nations sought to expand their territories and acquire
more land through discovery or conquest, which would increase their power
and prestige.

Religious: The spread of Christianity was a significant motive for
exploration, as European powers sought to convert native populations to
their faith.

Adventure: Curiosity and the spirit of adventure drove many explorers to
embark on daring journeys into the unknown.

Proving Theories and Achievements: Professional navigators aimed to
prove theories and demonstrate their navigational skills by circumnavigating
the world.

Assistance to Others: Some explorers sought to assist other nations or
traders in finding new trade routes and territories.

Conquest: Conquistadores from Spain had the aim of conquering new lands
and establishing colonies.

2. Geopolitical Factors

In the 15th century, the Ottoman Turks closed their borders, cutting off the
Silk Route for European merchants. Europeans needed access to spices,
silk, gold, and precious gems from the Far East, which led them to seek new
routes. Portuguese explorers Bartholomew Diaz and Vasco da Gama
discovered the Cape of Good Hope, enabling a new sea route to India and
beyond.

3. European Rivalry
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Spain and Portugal were neighboring Christian nations with similar ambitions
for power, wealth, and fame. Portugal's discovery of the Cape of Good Hope
prompted Spain to seek its own route to the East, leading to Christopher
Columbus' westward voyage.

4. Impact and Objectives of Exploration

The discovery of new lands enabled European nations to increase their
wealth and expand their empires. Explorers saw the conversion of native
populations to Christianity as a means of pleasing the Pope and gaining
support from the Church.

The late 15th century marked a period of intense exploration and discovery
as European nations ventured into uncharted territories. The motives behind
these voyages were diverse, driven by economic, political, religious, and
adventurous aspirations. The geopolitical factors of closed trade routes
further incentivized European nations to seek alternative paths to access
valuable goods from the Far East. The quest for wealth, empire, and glory
led to significant developments that shaped the course of history.

The Renaissance: A Rebirth of Learning and Knowledge

The Renaissance, which means "rebirth" in Latin, was a transformative
period that emerged at the end of the 15th century. During this time, there
was a resurgence of understanding and knowledge, particularly through the
rediscovery of Greek and Roman writings. This section explores the factors
that led to the decline of knowledge during the Middle Ages and the
significant changes that occurred during the Renaissance.

1. The Decline of Knowledge in the Middle Ages

A. The Middle Ages was a period characterized by a lack of new ideas,
limited scientific advancements, and minimal exploration or invention.

B. The power of the Church played a crucial role in suppressing anything
that challenged its authority.

C. The Church encouraged blind faith and discouraged independent
thought, emphasizing obedience to its teachings without question.

D. Contradictory to Greek beliefs, the Church propagated the notion of a
flat Earth, discouraging exploration beyond Europe.

E. Superstitions, such as mythical sea monsters and mythical countries
beyond Europe, hindered the desire for exploration.
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2. The Rise of the Renaissance

A. The Church faced internal problems and conflicts, which led to a loss
of power and the dissemination of old ideas.

B. Rediscovered Greek and Roman writings revealed knowledge that had
been lost or suppressed during the Middle Ages.

C. The newfound knowledge sparked a desire among individuals to
explore the unknown and expand their understanding of the world.

The Renaissance brought about a remarkable shift in human thinking and
knowledge, marking a period of rebirth after the decline of the Middle Ages.
The rediscovery of Greek and Roman writings allowed individuals to
challenge old ideas and gain a deeper understanding of the world. As the
Church's power weakened and conflicts arose within, people were more
willing to explore and embrace new knowledge. The Renaissance laid the
foundation for significant advancements in various fields and set the stage
for future explorations and innovations.

Men of the Renaissance Era and Advances in Navigation
1. Men of the Renaissance Era

During the Renaissance, a significant shift in thinking occurred, emphasizing
the importance of man's happiness on earth rather than solely preparing for
life after death. Artists like Leonardo Da Vinci and Michelangelo showcased
this new way of thinking through their works. Copernicus, a great scientist,
challenged the prevailing belief that the Earth was the center of the universe
and flat, proposing that it was one of many planets and round. Galileo, a
renowned astronomer, confirmed Copernicus' theory, further advancing
knowledge in astronomy. Gutenberg's invention of the printing press enabled
more widespread access to books and knowledge.

2. Advancements in Navigation

Christopher Columbus followed the Greek Ptolemy's belief that the world
was round, which led to his groundbreaking voyages.

A. Improvements in navigational instruments made new voyages
possible.

B. New instruments included the compass, quadrant/astrolabe, almanac,
log (rope with knots), hourglass, and throwing lead for depths.

C. The use of larger ships, known as carracks, and the introduction of
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lateen sails (triangular) in caravels allowed sailors to catch wind from
all sides and go on longer voyages.

D. The study of astronomy became more serious during the Renaissance,
aiding navigators in determining their location and course with the help
of the North Star.

E. European ships became larger and more suitable for open ocean
voyages, thanks to innovative planking techniques that made them
more airtight.

The Renaissance era brought about a profound change in human thinking,
with an emphasis on the significance of human happiness on earth. This new
mindset was reflected in the works of artists like Leonardo Da Vinci and
Michelangelo. Scientific discoveries by Copernicus and Galileo challenged
traditional beliefs about the Earth's position in the universe. Gutenberg's
printing press democratized access to knowledge, while advancements in
navigational instruments and shipbuilding techniques allowed explorers like
Columbus to venture into the unknown with confidence. These
advancements paved the way for a new era of exploration and discovery that
would shape the course of human history.
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UNIT 3 - DISCOVERY
Christopher Columbus - The Voyage to the New World

1. Early Life and Ambitions

Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy, in
1451. From a young age, he dreamed of becoming a
sailor and exploring the world.

2. The Journey to Discover a New Route

Columbus moved to Lisbon, where he worked as a cartographer, studying
and drawing maps. He approached the King of Portugal to sponsor his
voyage, hoping to prove his theory of a new route to the East by traveling
westward. However, the King focused on reaching India and the East
through the Cape of Good Hope, so he refused Columbus's request.

3. Spain's Sponsorship and Motives

Columbus then sought sponsorship from King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella
of Spain. Spain agreed to fund the voyage for various reasons, including
spreading Christianity, gaining fame and prestige, benefitting from trade with
the East, acquiring wealth (gold and precious gems), expanding their territory
with new land, and ultimately increasing their power and influence.

4. Preparations and Crew

Columbus was provided with three ships for his expedition: the Nina (the
smallest), the Pinta, and the Santa Maria (the flagship). He was assisted by
captains Martin and Vicente Pinzon, who helped recruit the crew for the
journey.

5. Columbus's Misconceptions
Despite his determination, Columbus made two significant mistakes:
1. He underestimated the size of the Earth, believing it to be smaller than
it actually is.
2. He believed he could sail across the Atlantic Ocean to reach the East,
unaware of the existence of the Americas between Europe and Asia.

Christopher Columbus, a skilled sailor and ambitious explorer, set out on a
historic journey to discover a new route to the East. After being refused
sponsorship by the King of Portugal, he found support from Spain, where
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella saw potential in his ambitious plans.
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Equipped with three ships and a crew, Columbus set sail across the Atlantic,
unaware of the vast landmass that lay between Europe and Asia. Despite
his misconceptions, Columbus' voyage marked the beginning of European
exploration and discovery of the Americas, ultimately shaping the course of
world history.

Christopher Columbus's First Voyage - A Journey into the Unknown
1. Reasons for the Voyage
Christopher Columbus embarked on his first historic voyage with several
objectives in mind:
A. To find a new westward route to reach the riches of the East.
B. To claim new lands in the name of Spain and expand Spanish territory.
C.To spread Christianity to new lands and convert indigenous
populations to the faith.
D. To outdo Portugal, a rival nation in exploration and trade.
E. To seek wealth and new trade opportunities.

2. Setting Sail
On August 3rd, Columbus and his crew departed from Palos, Spain, ready
to undertake this daring expedition.

3. Initial Challenges
The voyage faced numerous challenges right from the start:

1. On August 6th, the rudder of the ship Pinta broke, causing a delay. The
issue was fixed at the Canary Islands.

2. The voyage took longer than expected, which led to frustration among
the crew. To keep morale up, Columbus maintained two logs—one
showing fewer miles traveled than the actual distance covered.

3. The compass behaved unusually, as Columbus believed it was broken.
In reality, it was influenced by Earth's magnetism.

4. Accommodation was scarce, with only the captains having cabins,
leaving the rest of the men with no place to sleep.

5. Threats of mutiny arose as the men grew restless and uncertain about
their journey.

6. The crew feared getting stuck in the Sargasso Sea, known for its

seaweed, which added to their anxiety.

Supplies began to run low, putting the crew in a dire situation.

False hopes of sighting land added to the challenges and uncertainties
faced during the voyage.

© N
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Despite the multitude of problems encountered during the journey,
Christopher Columbus and his crew persevered in their quest to reach the
East via a westward route. As they ventured into uncharted waters, facing
unexpected challenges and uncertainties, their determination to succeed
would eventually lead to one of the most significant encounters in history—
the discovery of the New World.
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Christopher Columbus' Discovery of the New World
1. Columbus' Resourceful Actions
In the face of numerous challenges during his first voyage, Christopher
Columbus employed several strategies to maintain order and motivate his
crew:
A. Columbus maintained two logbooks, one showing a reduced distance
traveled to keep the crew optimistic about their progress.
B. He promised that if land was not sighted within three days, they would
turn back, reassuring the crew of their return.
C. To encourage the crew's enthusiasm, Columbus offered a reward to
the first person to spot land.

2. Signs of Land
As they journeyed westward, they encountered several signs indicating the
proximity of land:
1. A flock of birds changed their course, hinting at the presence of land
nearby.
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2. They discovered branches and berries floating in the water, further
confirming their proximity to land.

3. Arrival at Guanahanai

On October 12th, 1492, at 2 a.m., Rodrigo de Triana, a lookout on the Pinta,
spotted land, leading to great excitement among the crew. Later that
morning, Columbus himself set foot on the newfound land, going ashore in
an armed boat. He planted the Spanish flag, officially claiming the land in the
name of Spain. Columbus knelt down and offered a prayer of gratitude for
their successful journey and safe arrival.

4. Naming the Island

The indigenous Lucayans, who inhabited the island, called it Guanahanai.
However, Columbus renamed it "San Salvador" (Holy Savior) in honor of the
religious significance of their discovery.

Christopher Columbus's first voyage culminated in the momentous discovery
of the New World. Through his resourceful actions, resilience in the face of
challenges, and astute observations, Columbus and his crew achieved what
was once deemed impossible—opening up a new chapter in world history
and forever altering the course of human exploration and interaction.

Columbus' First Voyage and Its Impact
1. Meeting the Natives
During Christopher Columbus's first voyage to the New World in 1492:
A. He encountered friendly indigenous people known as the Arawaks.
B. Columbus and the Arawaks exchanged gifts and formed a bond.
C. Mistakenly thinking he had reached India, Columbus called the
Arawaks "Indians."
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2. Exploring the New World
Discovering that the Arawaks
obtained gold from further south,
Columbus and his crew continued
their exploration.

They visited various islands of the
Bahamas, including Rum Cay, Long
Island, and Crooked Island.
Columbus sailed to Cuba and
Hispaniola (present-day Haiti and
the Dominican Republic) on this
voyage. :

3. Results of Columbus' First Voyage
Columbus's first voyage had significant consequences for both the Old World
(Europe) and the New World (Caribbean):
A. The encounter marked the first contact between Europeans and the
native Arawaks, leading to further exploration and investment in the
New World.
B. Christianity was introduced to the Caribbean, bringing European
religious beliefs to the region.
C. European languages and cultures began to influence the New World
as the exchange of ideas and traditions took place.
D. This marked the beginning of the Age of Colonization, as European
powers sought to establish and expand colonies in the New World.

4. Settlement on Hispaniola

In December 1492, Columbus and his crew reached Hispaniola.

One of the ships was shipwrecked, and the crew had to board the other two
ships. Columbus' brother, Bartholomew, temporarily took over the
governorship during Columbus's return to Spain.

5. Encomienda System and Genocide

In 1502, Nicolas de Ovando became governor of Hispaniola and introduced
the Encomienda system. This system granted Spanish settlers the right to
use the labor of the native Amerindians in return for their protection and
religious conversion. Unfortunately, the Encomienda system led to the
genocide of the Amerindian population in the Caribbean, as they were
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subjected to harsh labor conditions and mistreatment by the Spanish
colonizers.

Conclusion

Christopher Columbus's first voyage to the New World had far-reaching
consequences, sparking an era of exploration, colonization, and cultural
exchange between Europe and the Caribbean. However, it also brought
about the tragic exploitation and suffering of native populations due to the
Encomienda system and other harmful colonial practices.
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UNIT 4 - THE ELEUTHERAN ADVENTURERS
The First European Settlers and the Founding of Eleuthera

Introduction:

The arrival of the first European settlers in the Bahamas marked a significant
chapter in the region's history. This section explores the origins, challenges,
and achievements of these early settlers and their impact on the Bahamas.

1. Arrival of the Settlers:

The first European settlers to reach the Bahamas were from England and
the colony of Bermuda. They arrived in 1648 after being granted a charter
for the islands by Sir Robert Heath in 1647.

2. Reasons for Leaving Bermuda:

The settlers left their homes in Bermuda due to religious persecution. The
king of England forced everyone to worship under the Anglican faith, but they
were puritans and sought religious freedom. They were also mistreated and
persecuted, which further compelled them to seek a new home.

3. Shipwreck and Preachers Cave:

On their journey to Eleuthera, the settlers faced adversity as their ship was
wrecked, and they lost all provisions. Unfortunately, one of their slaves
drowned during the ordeal. Despite the challenges, they found shelter in a
cave, which they named "Preachers Cave," where sermons were held.

4. Establishment of Eleuthera:

The settlers brought with them the first constitution of the Bahamas, known
as "The Articles and Orders of the Eleutheran." Captain William Sayle, a
former governor of Bermuda, was the leader of the settlement on Eleuthera.

5. Means of Survival:
The settlers supported themselves through various means:
A. Farming, fishing, and hunting provided essential food resources.
B. They engaged in the trade of ambergris, a wax-like substance from the
sperm whale, used in perfume-making.
C. Braziletto wood was also sold as a dye-making material.
D. The settlers were the first to start the wrecking industry, salvaging
goods from shipwrecks.
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6. Seeking Help and Relocation:

The settlers sought help from puritans in Virginia and New England, who
provided provisions and a ship. In gratitude, the settlers sent ten tons of
braziletto wood as a gesture of thanks. The proceeds from the sale of this
wood in Virginia were used to build "Harvard University." Due to challenges
such as poor soil, declining trade, occasional wrecks, and the influx of ex-
criminals sent from Bermuda, the colony on Eleuthera eventually failed.

7. Relocation to Sayles Island:

Captain William Sayle and some settlers moved to another island, which they
named Sayles Island. Later, it was renamed Providence Island, signifying
"new hope," and eventually became known as New Providence.

Conclusion:

The arrival of the first European settlers in the Bahamas marked the
beginning of a new era. Despite facing hardships and challenges, their
presence laid the foundation for future developments and the establishment
of other settlements, including New Providence. The legacy of these early
settlers continues to influence the history and culture of the Bahamas.
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UNIT 5 - PROPRIETARY GOVERNMENT

Introduction

Proprietary government played a significant role in the early governance of
the Bahamas. This system granted ownership and authority of the islands to
private individuals or companies. In this section, we will explore the
establishment, characteristics, and impact of a proprietary government in the
Bahamas.

1. Establishment of a Proprietary Government:

The proprietary government in the Bahamas was established in the mid-17th
century during the English colonial period. King Charles Il granted various
groups or individuals the right to govern and profit from the territories as
proprietary owners.

2. Proprietors and Their Rights:

Proprietors were private individuals or companies who received land grants
and full authority to rule over the Bahamian territories. They enjoyed
significant privileges, such as the right to appoint local officials, create laws,
and manage local affairs. Proprietors were often granted vast lands, leading
to the development of large estates known as proprietary plantations.

3. Characteristics of a Proprietary Government:
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The proprietary government in the Bahamas was largely autocratic, with the
proprietors holding extensive powers and limited checks and balances.
Proprietors could enact laws, levy taxes, and enforce their authority without
the need for approval from the British Crown. The system of governance
varies depending on the policies and management style of individual
proprietors.

4. Impact on Local Inhabitants:

The local inhabitants, including the indigenous Arawak population and later
enslaved Africans, faced challenges under the proprietary government.
Proprietors often prioritize their economic interests over the welfare of the
local population, leading to exploitative practices on proprietary plantations.

5. Economic and Social Aspects:

Proprietary owners focused on economic gains, mainly through large-scale
agriculture, such as the cultivation of sugar, cotton, and tobacco. The
reliance on slave labor on proprietary plantations perpetuated the brutal
system of chattel slavery.

6. Challenges and Conflicts:

Proprietary governments faced challenges in maintaining control over the
scattered islands, given the vastness and remoteness of the Bahamian
archipelago. Conflict often arose between different proprietors, leading to
disputes over territorial boundaries and governance.
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7. End of Proprietary Government:

Over time, the proprietary system faced criticism due to its lack of
accountability and concerns about the treatment of enslaved individuals. In
1718, the British Crown took direct control of the Bahamas, leading to the
end of a proprietary government in the islands.

Conclusion:

Proprietary government in the Bahamas was an important phase in the
islands' colonial history. While it provided opportunities for private individuals
to govern and profit from the land, it also brought significant challenges for
the local inhabitants. The eventual shift to direct Crown control marked a
turning point in the governance of the Bahamas and set the stage for future
developments in the region.
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UNIT 6 - THE BUCACANEERS, PRIVATEERS, AND PIRATES IN THE
BAHAMAS

During the colonial era, the Bahamas became a haven for buccaneers,
privateers, and pirates. These adventurous figures played significant roles in
the region's history, shaping trade, warfare, and politics. In this section, we
will explore the fascinating world of buccaneers, privateers, and pirates in
the Bahamas.

1. Buccaneers:

Buccaneers were adventurous sailors who engaged in privateering activities
during the 17th century. Originally from the Caribbean, they targeted Spanish
colonies and ships, seeking wealth and adventure. Buccaneers often had a
letter of marque from their respective European countries, granting them
legal authority to attack and plunder enemy vessels.

2. Privateers:

Privateers were similar to buccaneers but operated with the backing of their
own government. During times of war, governments issued privateering
commissions to sailors, allowing them to attack enemy ships and share the
spoils with their sponsors. The Bahamas served as a strategic base for
privateers, who could refit and repair their ships in its sheltered harbors.

3. Pirates:

Pirates were seafarers who operated outside the law, attacking and
plundering ships of any nation. Unlike buccaneers and privateers, pirates did
not have legal authority for their actions. Many pirates established secret
hideouts, known as pirate havens, in remote islands in the Bahamas.

4. Impact on Trade and Politics:

The presence of buccaneers, privateers, and pirates disrupted colonial trade,
especially Spanish trade routes in the Caribbean. The activities of these
seafarers affected the political relationships between European powers, as
they sometimes acted as unofficial mercenaries during conflicts.

5. Pirate Havens in the Bahamas:

The Bahamas provided numerous hidden coves and inlets, making it an ideal
location for pirate hideouts. Notorious pirate havens in the Bahamas included
Nassau, New Providence, and the Exuma Cays.
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6. The Republic of Pirates:

During the "Golden Age of Piracy" in the early 18th century, the Bahamas
became a hub for notorious pirates like Blackbeard, Calico Jack Rackham,
and Anne Bonny. Nassau, in particular, became a notorious pirate haven,
establishing the self-proclaimed "Republic of Pirates."

7. Decline and End of Piracy:

As European powers intensified efforts to suppress piracy, pirate havens in
the Bahamas came under increasing pressure. In 1718, British naval forces,
led by Woodes Rogers, captured Nassau and brought an end to the
"Republic of Pirates." The decline of piracy in the Bahamas marked the
beginning of the British Crown's direct control over the islands.

Conclusion:

The era of buccaneers, privateers, and pirates in the Bahamas was a
fascinating chapter in maritime history. These daring individuals played a
complex role in shaping trade, warfare, and politics in the Caribbean. While
their activities were eventually curtailed by the concerted efforts of European
powers, the legacy of these legendary seafarers remains an integral part of
the Bahamas' rich history.
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UNIT 7 WOODES ROGERS & ROYAL GOVERNMENT
Crown Colony Government in The Bahamas: Woodes Rogers'
Governance

The establishment of the Crown Colony
Government in The Bahamas marked a
turning point in the islands' history.
Woodes Rogers, a respected captain
with experience as a privateer, was
chosen to lead this new government. In
this section, we will explore the
challenges Rogers faced and his
accomplishments during his tenure as the
first Royal Governor of The Bahamas.

1. Background and Appointment:

Due to complaints from colonists, ship attacks, and rampant piracy, the
British government acquired The Bahamas from the Lord Proprietors.
Woodes Rogers, a skilled captain and former privateer, was appointed as
the first Royal Governor in July 1718.

2. Reasons for Rogers' Appointment:

A. Establish a structured government system in The Bahamas.
B. Expel pirates and restore order in the region.
C. Clean up Nassau, the capital, and restore commerce.

3. Rogers' Arrival and Challenges:

Rogers arrived in The Bahamas with ships, arms, soldiers, settlers, and a
royal pardon for the pirates. He immediately confiscated all ships in the
harbor, declared martial law, and offered the pirates a pardon. The
challenges he encountered included a filthy and lawless Nassau, disease
outbreaks, overgrown roads, dilapidated houses, and Fort Nassau in ruins,
leaving the island defenseless.

4. Accomplishments:

Rogers successfully cleaned up Nassau, expelling the pirates and restoring
law and order. He established a structured government, repairing and arming
Fort Nassau with soldiers. To achieve his goals, Rogers used his own funds
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and borrowed money from friends, eventually going bankrupt.
5. Difficulties and Return to England:

After returning to England due to illness and financial troubles, Rogers was
arrested and thrown into a debtors' prison. However, he was released from
prison after receiving positive testimonials, and he was reappointed
governor.

6. Second Term and Legacy:

Rogers returned to The Bahamas in 1729 for a second term as governor. He
continued to govern until his death in 1732, leaving behind a lasting legacy
as the first Royal Governor of The Bahamas.

Conclusion:

Woodes Rogers' leadership as the first Royal Governor played a vital role in
establishing the Crown Colony Government in The Bahamas. Through his
determination and efforts, he tackled numerous challenges and left a lasting
impact on the islands, setting the stage for future governance and
development. His legacy continues to be remembered as an important
chapter in The Bahamas' history.
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UNIT 8 THE LOYALIST THE AMERICAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE
The Lovyalists and their Impact on The Bahamas

During the American War of Independence, a group of Americans who
remained loyal to Britain left their homes and settled in various British
colonies, including The Bahamas. In this section, we will explore the reasons
for their migration and the significant contributions they made to The
Bahamas socially, economically, and politically.

1. Reasons for Leaving America:
The Loyalists left America for several reasons:

A. They were forced from their homes and lands, which 3
were either burned or confiscated. B

B. Loyalists were treated poorly, often subjected to tar
and feather punishments.

C. They were denied the right to purchase goods and
hold political office, leaving them voiceless and

outnumbered.

D. Loyalists lost their trading rights and wealth during the
war.

E. Persecution, arrests, beatings, and even killings were common for
those loyal to the King.

2. Choosing The Bahamas:
The Loyalists selected The Bahamas for various reasons:

A. The warm climate appealed to them.

B. British rule was still in place in The Bahamas.

C. Free land was granted to them, supporting their aspirations for
agriculture and cotton plantations.

D. The Bahamas' proximity to America made it a practical choice.

3. Arrivals and Contributions:

The first group of Loyalists arrived in The Bahamas in August 1783 and
settled in Abaco. Their contributions were widespread and impactful:
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4. Social Impact:

The Loyalists increased the population in The Bahamas, although blacks
outnumbered whites by a ratio of 3:1. They introduced a new style of
architecture, leaving their mark on the island's buildings. Anglican became a
prominent religion, and churches like St. Matthew's, Christ Church
Cathedral, and St. Andrew's Presbyterian Kirk were established. Education
flourished with the founding of new schools.

5. Economic Impact:

The Loyalists kickstarted the cotton industry in The Bahamas. John Wells
introduced the first newspaper, The Bahama Gazette, contributing to the
island's economy and information dissemination. Boatbuilding thrived,
contributing to maritime activities. A new jail and police force were
established for law and order.

6. Political Impact:

The government in The Bahamas expanded, with more seats in the House
of Assembly, reflecting the growing population and needs.

7. Expansion to the Family Islands:

The Loyalists also inhabited family islands for the first time, extending British
influence beyond the main islands.

Conclusion:

The Loyalists' decision to settle in The Bahamas had a profound impact on
the island's social, economic, and political landscape. Their contributions laid
the foundation for a diverse and thriving society, making The Bahamas a
unique blend of British heritage and Caribbean culture.
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UNIT 9 - THE SLAVE TRADE SLAVERY & EMANCIPATION
Slavery in the Bahamas: From Africa to the New World

In this section, we will explore the historical context of slavery in The
Bahamas, including its origins in Africa, the arrival of the first slaves, and the
Triangular Trade that brought them to the New World. We will delve into the
living conditions and experiences of enslaved individuals during this dark
period in history.

1. Origins of Slavery in Africa:
Slavery existed in Africa long before the arrival of
Europeans. In Africa, individuals could become slaves
for various reasons, including:

A. Repayment of a debt

B. Committing a crime

C. Falling into poverty

2. Arrival of the First Slaves in The Bahamas:

The first slaves arrived in The Bahamas in 1648,
brought by the Eleutheran Adventurers. However, the number of slaves
significantly increased with the arrival of the Loyalists, who brought their
slaves to work on cotton plantations. This influx led to a population disparity,
with blacks outnumbering whites at a ratio of 3:1.

3. The Triangular Trade:

The Triangular Trade, also known as the slave trade, was organized to
transport slaves from Africa to the New World to meet the increasing demand
for plantation labor. Slaves were captured through tribal raids, wars,
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kidnapping, or jungle encounters. They were then forced to march in groups
called coffles for up to 200 miles to the coast, with those unable to keep up
left behind to perish.

4. Slave Quarters and Transport:

Upon reaching the coast, slaves were held in cramped slave quarters known
as barracoons. Before being transported to the New World, they underwent
examination by the ships' doctors. Once deemed sound, they were branded
and confined below the ships' deck, enduring unimaginable conditions during
the arduous journey across the Atlantic.

5. Experiences of Enslaved Individuals:

Enslaved individuals endured the harrowing conditions of the Middle
Passage, facing inhumane treatment, disease, and overcrowded spaces.
The journey was often fatal, leading to the loss of countless lives before
reaching their destination.

Slavery, a dark chapter in human history, left an indelible mark on The
Bahamas and the New World. The system of enslavement, driven by the
Triangular Trade, brought untold suffering to millions of Africans, whose
labor was exploited to build the foundation of the Caribbean and the
Americas. Today, the legacy of slavery serves as a powerful reminder of the
iImportance of understanding and respecting the dignity and rights of all
individuals, regardless of their background or ethnicity.
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The Triangular Slave Trade and the Abolition Movement

In this section, we will explore the brutal realities of the Triangular Slave
Trade and the efforts of individuals and groups, such as the Quakers and
William Wilberforce, to bring an end to this inhumane practice. We will delve
into the Middle Passage, the conditions endured by enslaved individuals,
and the eventual emancipation of slaves in The Bahamas and beyond.

1. The Triangular Slave Trade:

The Triangular Slave Trade was a barbaric system that transported slaves
from West Africa to the New World across the Atlantic Ocean. During the
voyage, which lasted 6-8 weeks, enslaved individuals faced inhumane
conditions. These include:

- Crammed below deck like sardines, chained at the waist and ankles

- Lack of proper sanitation, fed scant diets

- Limited time for air and exercise, with punishments for disobedience

- Many died from diseases, suicide, malnutrition, suffocation, or violence

- Upon arrival, slaves were cleaned and oiled for auction, sold to the highest
bidder, and taken to their new homes on plantations.

2. Treatment of Slaves in The Bahamas:

Slaves in The Bahamas experienced relatively better treatment compared to
other regions. Factors such as smaller plantations, fewer overseers, and
cotton-based agriculture led to some improvement in their conditions. They
were allowed more time off, given land plots to grow and sell produce, and
received slightly better food and clothing. However, they were still subject to
punishments for any wrongdoing, such as flogging for running away or even
death for harming a white person.

3. The Abolition Movement:

The Quakers, a religious group, were among the earliest campaigners
against the transatlantic slave trade. Alongside Thomas Clarkson and
Granville Sharp, they founded the Committee for the Abolition of the Slave
Trade in 1787. William Wilberforce, an influential parliamentarian, became a
leading voice in the anti-slavery movement, presenting the first bill to abolish
the trade in 1791, but it was defeated due to the vested interests of
conservative members with investments in the slave trade.

4. Passage of the Abolition Act:
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In 1805, the House of Commons passed a bill to outlaw the transport of
slaves by British subjects, but it was blocked by the House of Lords. Finally,
on March 25, 1807, the Abolition of the Slave Trade bill was passed, with the
House of Lords carrying it by 41 votes to 20 and the House of Commons by
114 to 15.

5. Emancipation in The Bahamas:

The slaves in The Bahamas were finally freed on August 1st, 1833, with the
Emancipation Act coming into effect. However, the implementation of the
Apprenticeship Programme caused delays, and full freedom was granted to
the slaves on August 1st, 1838. Despite their emancipation, many former
slaves still faced challenges, as they were not always treated fairly or
compensated for their labor.

Conclusion:

The Triangular Slave Trade represents one of the darkest chapters in human
history, characterized by immense suffering and cruelty. The efforts of
abolitionists, such as the Quakers and William Wilberforce, brought an end
to this abhorrent trade, leading to the emancipation of millions of enslaved
individuals. Today, the legacy of the abolition movement serves as a
powerful reminder of the importance of fighting for justice, equality, and
human rights for all.
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UNIT 10 THE US CIVIL WAR & BLOCKADE RUNNING

The American Civil War and The Bahamas' Involvement

The American Civil War was a momentous conflict fought between the
Northern (Union) and Southern (Confederate) states from 1861 to 1865. This
war had significant implications for The Bahamas, as it became involved due
to its proximity and neutral status. In this section, we will explore the causes
and results of the Civil War, as well as the impact of the blockade and

blockade running on The Bahamas.

1. Causes of the American Civil War:
The Civil War was primarily driven by the following factors:
A. The North, led by President Abraham Lincoln, sought to abolish
slavery.
B. The South wanted to secede from the union and preserve slavery.
C. The Southern states opposed Lincoln's presidency and his anti-slavery
stance.
2. The Blockade:
In response to the Southern secession,
President Lincoln set up a blockade within
the first week of the war. The blockade was
aimed at:

A. Prevent the South from receiving —

essential goods and materials
required for the war effort.

B. Halt the export of goods, particularly cotton, from Southern ports.
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3. Blockade Running:

To circumvent the blockade, the Southern states resorted to Blockade
Running. They used fast and camouflaged boats known as Greyhounds to
transport goods to and from the Southern ports through the blockade. The
Bahamas played a crucial role as a transshipment point for storing and

shipping goods between the South and Europe.

4. Contributions of the Blockade to The Bahamas:
The blockade's impact on The Bahamas included several significant
developments:

A. Increased government revenue

B. Eliminated the national debt

@]

. Raised wages for workers

O

. Led the construction of the Royal Victoria hotel

m

Widened Bay Street and improved infrastructure, including plans for
Water & Sewerage

F. Introduced street lights for the first time and built warehouses

5. The End of the Civil War:
The Civil War concluded with the Northern states emerging victorious. The
results were as follows:

A. Slavery was abolished.

B. Abraham Lincoln continued as President.

C. The union of the United States remained intact.
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Conclusion:

The American Civil War had profound consequences for both the United
States and The Bahamas. The blockade and blockade running brought
economic changes to the islands, while the end of the war marked the
abolition of slavery. The Bahamas' involvement in this conflict left a lasting
impact on the country, shaping its development and relations with

neighboring nations.
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UNIT 11 THE DEPRESSION YEARS IN THE BAHAMAS
The Depression Years in The Bahamas

The Depression Years, also
known as the Great Depression,
were a challenging period in the
20th century that profoundly
affected The Bahamas. This
economic  downturn,  which
began with the Wall Street Crash
of 1929 and lasted throughout
the 1930s, had severe
consequences for the Bahamian
people. In this section, we will
explore the causes and impacts
of the Depression on The
Bahamas and how the nation
coped with these difficult times.

1. Causes of the Great Depression:
The Great Depression was triggered by several interconnected factors:

I. Stock Market Crash: The collapse of the stock market in the United
States on October 29, 1929, known as Black Tuesday, sent
shockwaves across the global economy.

. Economic Slowdown: A decline in industrial production, trade, and
investment led to a widespread economic slowdown.

[ll.  Banking Crisis: Many banks faced financial difficulties and collapsed,
leading to a loss of savings and confidence in financial institutions.

IV. Protectionist Policies: Governments implemented protective tariffs
and restrictions on international trade, further stifling economic growth.

2. Impact on The Bahamas:

The Depression had profound effects on The Bahamas, largely due to its
dependence on the global economy and its reliance on key industries such
as tourism, agriculture, and fishing. The following areas were significantly
affected:

80



a. Tourism:

The Bahamas, known for its stunning beaches and natural beauty, heavily
relied on tourism as a major source of income. During the Depression, tourist
arrivals sharply declined, leading to a collapse of the tourism industry. Hotels
and resorts faced closures, and many Bahamians lost their jobs in this
sector.

b. Agriculture and Fishing:

Agriculture and fishing, essential sectors for local sustenance and export,
also suffered during the Depression. Reduced demand and falling prices for
agricultural products and seafood impacted the livelihoods of many farmers
and fishermen.

c. Unemployment and Poverty:

The economic downturn resulted in widespread unemployment as
businesses closed and job opportunities dwindled. Unemployed workers
faced financial hardships, leading to an increase in poverty levels across the
islands.

d. Immigration Policy:

During the Depression, The Bahamas implemented restrictive immigration
policies to protect local jobs and resources. Migrants from other Caribbean
islands faced stricter regulations and repatriation measures.

e. Social Struggles:

The Depression exacerbated social issues such as inequality,
homelessness, and malnutrition. The government struggled to provide relief
to those in need, and social tensions arose as people grappled with poverty
and uncertainty.

3. Coping with the Depression:

Despite the challenges, the Bahamian people demonstrated resilience and
resourcefulness in coping with the Depression. Some of the measures taken
to address the crisis included:

a. Government Assistance:

The Bahamian government provided limited relief programs to support
unemployed citizens. This assistance included food distributions and public
works projects to generate employment.
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b. Diversification Efforts:

In response to the collapse of the tourism and agricultural sectors, efforts
were made to diversify the economy. The government encouraged small-
scale industries and local businesses to reduce their dependence on
external markets.

c. Labor Movements:

During the Depression, labor movements gained momentum, advocating for
workers' rights and better working conditions. This led to the establishment
of labor unions to represent the interests of the workforce.

d. Emphasis on Education:

Education was emphasized as a means to uplift the nation during challenging
times. The government invested in educational initiatives to equip citizens
with essential skills for future economic growth.

Conclusion:

The Depression Years in The Bahamas were marked by economic struggles
and social hardships. However, the Bahamian people demonstrated
resilience, adaptability, and community spirit in facing these adversities.
Through various measures, including government assistance and efforts to
diversify the economy, The Bahamas gradually emerged from the depths of
the Depression and paved the way for a more stable and diversified future.
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UNIT 12 PROHIBITION & BOOTLEGGING

Prohibition, a period in the United B i Dy S G WAL IABLE TS
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was a high demand for alcohol, leading
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smuggling of rum and other liquors.
The Bahamas played a significant role
in this illicit trade due to its proximity to
America, absence of laws against
alcohol, and status as a transshipment
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1. The Prohibition Movement:

The Prohibition movement in the United States gained momentum due to
the efforts of two influential groups: the Women's Temperance Movement
and the Anti-Saloon League. They argued that alcohol was responsible for
various social issues, including crime, poverty, divorces, unemployment,
and infant mortality.

2. Bootlegging and The Bahamas' Involvement:

Despite the ban, the demand for alcohol remained high, and Americans
turned to bootlegging as a way to acquire liquor illegally. The Bahamas
played a crucial role in this trade due to the following factors:

a. Close Proximity to America:
The Bahamas' geographical location in close proximity to the United States
made it an ideal location for smuggling alcohol.

b. Absence of Alcohol Laws:
Unlike the United States, The Bahamas did not have any laws prohibiting
alcohol, providing a safe haven for bootleggers.

c. Transshipment Port:

The Bahamas served as a transshipment point for alcohol, with Scotch and
whiskey being stored in warehouses and docks in various locations,
including Nassau, Gun Cay, Cat Cay, Bimini, and West End - all situated
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close to America.

3. Roles of The Bahamas in Bootlegging:
The Bahamas played several key roles in the bootlegging trade:

a. Storage of Alcohol: Alcohol from Scotland and the United Kingdom was
brought to The Bahamas for storage before being smuggled into the United
States.

b. Deals with Gangsters: The Bahamas was involved in deals with
gangsters, such as Al Capone, who operated as bootleggers. These
transactions often occurred at places like the Lucerne Hotel.

c. Transshipment Point: While Bahamians usually loaded and unloaded
cargo, it was the Americans who engaged in the actual smuggling of liquor
to the United States through locations like "Jersey Row" at night.

4. Benefits to The Bahamas:
The bootlegging trade had both
positive and negative impacts on
The Bahamas:

a. Positive Impacts: --

A. The revenue generated _ R
from bootlegging wiped out [I]M
the national debt. Rl

B. Wages increased, leading
to improved living standards
for some.

C. The development of
infrastructure, such as the construction of Prince George Wharf and
hotels like Colonial and Montague, has contributed to the growth of

the tourism sector.

b. Negative Impacts:
A. The wealth generated from bootlegging was concentrated in the
hands of a few, leaving many in hardship.
B. The end of Prohibition in 1933 marked a decline in bootlegging,
leading to economic challenges for those who relied on the trade.
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Conclusion:

The Bahamas' involvement in bootlegging during the Prohibition era had
significant economic implications for the nation. While it provided economic
benefits and infrastructural development, the end of Prohibition marked a
return to challenging times for many Bahamians. The Prohibition and
bootlegging era left a lasting impact on the nation's history and its
relationship with the United States.
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SECTION 3
UNIT 1 - GOVERNMENT OF THE BAHAMAS

Government in The Bahamas refers to the system
of governance and administration that manages the
affairs of the country. As a sovereign nation within
the Commonwealth of Nations, The Bahamas ;
operates as a parliamentary democracy with a
constitutional monarchy. This unit outlines the &
structure of government, the roles of its key |
institutions, and the evolution of the political system
in The Bahamas.

1. Structure of Government:
The government of The Bahamas is organized into three branches, each
with specific functions and responsibilities:

a. Executive Branch:

Headed by the Monarch, who is the ceremonial Head of State, and
represented by the Governor-General.

The Prime Minister, the Head of Government, is the leader of the majority
party in the House of Assembly and exercises executive authority.

The Cabinet, appointed by the Prime Minister, consists of ministers
responsible for various government departments and policies.

b. Legislative Branch:

Comprises a bicameral Parliament, consisting of the Senate and the House
of Assembly.

The House of Assembly is the lower chamber, where Members of Parliament
(MPs) are elected by the citizens in general elections.

The Senate, the upper chamber, consists of appointed members, including
the Attorney General and senators recommended by the Prime Minister and
Leader of the Opposition. ~
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c. Judicial Branch:

Independent judiciary, responsible for interpreting and applying laws in The
Bahamas.

The Judicial system includes Magistrates' Courts, the Supreme Court, and
the Court of Appeal.

The highest court of appeal is the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in
the United Kingdom.

2. Evolution of Government in The Bahamas:

The Bahamas was initially a British colony, governed by appointed governors
representing the British Crown.

In 1729, the colony was granted its first constitution, allowing for some
elected representation.

Over the years, the call for greater self-governance increased, leading to the
formation of political parties and demands for local autonomy.

In 1964, the first majority rule government was established, marking a
significant step towards self-governance.

On July 10, 1973, The Bahamas gained full independence from Britain,
becoming a sovereign nation within the  Commonwealth.

3. Political Parties in The Bahamas:

The Bahamas has a multi-party system, with two major political parties
dominating the political landscape:

The Progressive Liberal Party (PLP)

The Free National Movement (FNM)

Both parties have traded power over the years, with frequent changes in
government through democratic elections.

4. Local Government:
The Bahamas is divided into administrative districts, each with its Local
Government Board responsible for local affairs.

Local councils are elected to govern and manage local matters within each
district.
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5. Key Issues and Challenges:

Corruption: The government faces challenges related to transparency and
accountability, with efforts to combat corruption remaining essential.
Economic Diversification: The Bahamas heavily relies on tourism and
offshore finance, prompting the need to diversify the economy for long-term
sustainability.

Social Issues: Addressing poverty, unemployment, and social inequality is
crucial for inclusive growth and development.

Environmental Concerns: Climate change and natural disasters pose
significant challenges to the nation's environment and coastal areas.

Conclusion:

The government in The Bahamas operates under a constitutional monarchy
and a parliamentary democracy. Its system of governance evolved over the
years, leading to the nation's independence. As The Bahamas faces various
challenges and opportunities, the government's effectiveness and
responsiveness will play a critical role in shaping the country's future.

UNIT 2 - STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT LEGISLATURE BRANCH
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The Legislature Branch is one of the three branches of government in many
democratic nations, including The Bahamas. This branch plays a vital role in
making laws, representing the people's interests, and ensuring checks and
balances on the executive and judicial branches. In The Bahamas, the
Legislature Branch consists of a bicameral parliament, comprising the House
of Assembly and the Senate. This unit explores the structure, functions, and
significance of the Legislature Branch in The Bahamas.

1. Structure of the Legislature Branch:
The Legislature Branch in The Bahamas is organized into two chambers:

a. House of Assembly:

1. The lower chamber of the bicameral parliament.

2. Consists of Members of Parliament (MPs) elected by the citizens in

general elections.

Represents the voice of the people and is the primary legislative body.

4. The House of Assembly debates and votes on proposed laws and
policies.

w

b. Senate:

1. The upper chamber of the bicameral parliament.

2. Comprises appointed members, including the Attorney General and
senators recommended by the Prime Minister and Leader of the
Opposition.

3. Provides a forum for non-elected officials to participate in the legislative
process.

4. Acts as a revising chamber, reviewing and scrutinizing bills passed by
the House of Assembly.

2. Functions of the Legislature Branch:

The Legislature Branch in The Bahamas performs essential functions to
ensure effective governance and democratic representation. These include:
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a. Lawmaking:

1. The primary function of the Legislature Branch is to make laws.

2. Proposed bills, or draft laws, can originate from various sources,
including government ministers, private members of parliament, or
committees.

3. Bills must go through multiple readings and debates in both chambers
before becoming law.

b. Representation:

1. Members of both the House of Assembly and the Senate represent the
interests and concerns of their constituents.

2. They participate in debates, committee meetings, and discussions to
address issues affecting their constituencies and the country as a
whole.

c. Oversight and Accountability:

1. The Legislature Branch ensures checks and balances on the executive
branch by scrutinizing government actions and decisions.

2. Through parliamentary debates and inquiries, members hold the
government accountable for its policies and spending.

d. Budget Approval:

1. The Legislature Branch plays a crucial role in approving the national
budget.

2. Members of parliament review and debate the government's financial
plans, ensuring transparency and fiscal responsibility.

3. Significance of the Legislature Branch:
The Legislature Branch is central to the democratic process and governance
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in The Bahamas. Its significance lies in several aspects:

a. Safeguarding Democracy:

The Legislature Branch upholds democratic principles by representing the
will of the people and ensuring that laws align with the nation's interests.

b. Balance of Power:

As part of the system of checks and balances, the Legislature Branch
prevents the concentration of power in the executive branch. It acts as a
counterweight, overseeing the government's actions and decisions.

c. Policy Formulation:

Through debates and discussions, members of parliament contribute to the
formulation of policies that address societal issues and challenges.

d. Public Participation:

The Legislature Branch provides a platform for public participation and
engagement in the legislative process. Citizens can voice their concerns
through elected representatives and influence decision-making.

Conclusion:

The Legislature Branch, comprising the House of Assembly and the Senate,
plays a pivotal role in the governance of The Bahamas. It serves as a crucial
forum for lawmaking, representation, and oversight, safeguarding
democratic principles and ensuring checks and balances in the nation's
governance. The Legislature Branch's functions and significance underscore
its vital role in shaping the country's laws, policies, and democratic
processes.
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UNIT 3 - ELECTION TO THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Election to the House of Assembly is a critical process in The Bahamas'
democratic system. It allows citizens to exercise their right to vote and
choose representatives who will voice their concerns, make laws, and
govern the country. This unit explores the election process to the House of
Assembly, including eligibility criteria, the electoral system, campaigning,
and the significance of this democratic practice.

1. Eligibility Criteria:

To be eligible to stand as a candidate in the House of Assembly election, an
individual must meet certain criteria:

a. Citizenship:

1. Candidates must be citizens of The Bahamas.
2. Dual citizens can stand for office if they renounce their other citizenship
before the election.

b. Age Requirement:
Candidates must be at least 21 years old.

c. Voter Registration:

Candidates must be registered voters in the constituency they wish to
represent.

d. Criminal Record:

Candidates must not have been convicted of certain criminal offenses.
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2. Electoral System:

The Bahamas uses a First Past the Post (FPTP) electoral system for electing
members to the House of Assembly:

a. Constituencies:

1. The country is divided into multiple constituencies, each represented
by one member of parliament.

2. The number of constituencies may change due to population shifts,
and a constituency may represent urban or rural areas.

b. Single-Member Districts:

Each constituency is a single-member district where voters elect one
representative.

c. Simple Majority:

In FPTP, the candidate who receives the most votes in a constituency wins,
even if they do not secure an absolute majority.

3. Election Process:
The election process for the House of Assembly follows a specific timeline:

a. Nomination Day:

A designated day when candidates officially submit their nomination papers
and declarations to stand for office.

b. Campaign Period:

Candidates engage in campaign activities, including public rallies, debates,
and door-to-door visits, to garner support from voters.
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c. Election Day:

On Election Day, citizens head to their respective polling stations to cast their
votes for their preferred candidates.

d. Vote Counting and Results:

After the polls close, the votes are counted, and the candidate with the
highest number of votes in each constituency is declared the winner.

4. Campaigning and Political Parties:

A. Political parties play a significant role in the election process.

B. Parties field candidates who align with their ideologies and policies.

C. Campaigning involves outlining party platforms, addressing public
Issues, and appealing to voters' concerns.

5. Significance of Election to the House of Assembly:

Election to the House of Assembly is a fundamental aspect of democracy,
allowing citizens to participate in the governance of the nation. It provides an
opportunity for citizens to have a say in choosing their representatives, who
will work on their behalf and address their needs.

6. Representation and Accountability:

The House of Assembly serves as the forum for representing the interests
and concerns of the people. Elected members are accountable to their
constituents and the nation, as they voice their concerns and make decisions
on their behalf.

94



Conclusion:

Election to the House of Assembly is a crucial process that empowers
citizens to actively participate in the democratic governance of The
Bahamas. Through voting, citizens exercise their right to choose
representatives who will speak on their behalf, make laws, and address the
nation's challenges. The election process follows a well-defined system,
ensuring transparency, representation, and accountability in the country's
democratic practices.
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UNIT 4 - SECRET BALLOT BOX

The secret ballot is a fundamental feature of democratic elections in The
Bahamas. It ensures that voters can freely express their preferences without
fear of coercion or intimidation. This unit explores the significance, history,
and process of the secret ballot in The Bahamas, shedding light on its role
in upholding democratic principles and protecting voters' rights.

1. Significance of the Secret Ballot:

The secret ballot is essential for safeguarding the integrity of elections and
ensuring fair and transparent outcomes. Its significance lies in the following
aspects:

a. Voter Privacy:

The secret ballot guarantees that individual voters' choices remain private,
allowing them to vote based on their true preferences without external
pressure.

b. Prevents Coercion and Intimidation:

Voters can freely express their opinions without fear of retaliation or coercion
from others, including employers, community leaders, or family members.

c. Eliminates Vote Buying and Selling:

Secret voting minimizes the potential for vote buying or
selling, as voters cannot prove how they voted.

d. Enhances Confidence in Elections:

The secret ballot enhances the public's confidence in
the electoral process, as it ensures fairness and
impartiality.

2. History of the Secret Ballot in The Bahamas:
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The secret ballot was introduced in The Bahamas during the early 20th
century to address electoral issues and ensure a free and fair voting process.
Before the implementation of the secret ballot, elections were conducted
using an open voting system, which led to several problems, including voter
intimidation and vote buying.

3. Implementation of the Secret Ballot:

The secret ballot was officially introduced in The Bahamas through
amendments to electoral laws. The Electoral Act of The Bahamas was
amended to include provisions for the use of a secret ballot, ensuring that
voters' choices would remain confidential.

4. The Process of the Secret Ballot:
The secret ballot process in The Bahamas follows a well-defined procedure:

a. Entering the Polling Station:

On Election Day, registered voters go to their designated polling stations to
cast their votes.

b. Issuance of a Ballot Paper:

At the polling station, election officials issue a blank ballot paper to each
voter.

c. Voting in Private:

Voters enter a private voting booth to mark their choices on the ballot paper.
They do so without revealing their selections to anyone else.

d. Casting the Ballot:

After marking their choices, voters fold their ballot papers to maintain secrecy
and then deposit them in the ballot box.

e. Counting the Votes:
- Once the polls close, election officials count the votes in the presence of
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party representatives and observers to ensure transparency.

5. Securing the Ballot Box:

The ballot box is secured and sealed before voting begins, and it remains
under close observation and protection to prevent any tampering or
interference during the election process.

6. The Role of Election Observers:

International and domestic election observers play a vital role in ensuring
that the secret ballot is conducted properly and transparently. They monitor
the entire electoral process, including the use of the secret ballot, to verify its
fairness and accuracy.

Conclusion:

The secret ballot is a cornerstone of democratic elections in The Bahamas.
It upholds the principles of voter privacy, prevents coercion, and enhances
confidence in the electoral process. The implementation of the secret ballot
has significantly improved the integrity of elections, allowing citizens to freely
express their choices without fear or influence. As a crucial aspect of
democratic governance, the secret ballot continues to play a vital role in
protecting voters' rights and ensuring the fairness of elections in The
Bahamas.
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UNITS5-HOWA BILL BECOMES A LAW

The legislative process plays a crucial
role in shaping laws and policies in The
Bahamas. Understanding how a bhill
' becomes a law is essential for citizens,
as it highlights the democratic process of
passing legislation. This unit delves into
the detailed steps involved in
transforming a proposed bill into a fully
enacted law.

1. Introduction of the Bill:

The process begins when a member of the House of Assembly or the Senate
proposes a new law or suggests an amendment to an existing law. This
proposal is known as a "bill."

2. First Reading:

During the first reading, the bill's title and general purpose are introduced to
the legislative body (either the House of Assembly or the Senate). Members
are given copies of the bill to review and study.

3. Second Reading:

The second reading is a crucial stage where members debate the principles
and objectives of the bill. They discuss its merits, implications, and potential
effects on the country. A vote is then taken to determine whether the bill
proceeds to the next stage.

4. Committee Stage:

If the bill passes the second reading, it goes to a committee made up of
members of the legislative body. The committee scrutinizes the bill in detail,
clause by clause, and may propose amendments.
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5. Report Stage:

After the committee stage, the bill returns to the legislative body for a report
on the proposed amendments. Members have the opportunity to further
debate and suggest additional changes.

6. Third Reading:

During the third reading, the final version of the bill is presented to the
legislative body. Members discuss the bill as a whole, and no further
amendments are allowed at this stage. A final vote is taken to decide whether
the bill should be passed.

7. Passage to the Other Chamber:

If the bill is approved in the first legislative body (House of Assembly or
Senate), it is then sent to the other chamber for consideration. The same
process of readings, committee stages, and votes occurs in the second
chamber.

8. Reconciliation of Differences:

If there are any discrepancies or disagreements between the two chambers
regarding the bill's provisions, a conference committee may be formed to
resolve the issues and reach a compromise.

9. Approval by the Governor-General:

Once both chambers agree on the bill's final version, it is sent to the
Governor-General for approval. The Governor-General, acting on behalf of
the monarch, gives "Royal Assent,” making the bill an official law.

10. Commencement and Implementation:

After receiving Royal Assent, the law comes into effect on a specific date or
when designated by the government. It becomes part of the legal framework
of the country and must be followed by all citizens.
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11. Public Announcement and Publication:

Once a bill becomes law, it is publicly announced, and copies of the new law
are published in the official gazette and made accessible to the public.

Conclusion:

The legislative process of how a bill becomes law in The Bahamas is a
meticulous and democratic process. It involves multiple stages of readings,
debates, and committee reviews to ensure that laws are carefully scrutinized
and thoroughly discussed. This process upholds the principles of
representation, accountability, and public participation, ensuring that laws
are crafted with the best interests of the nation in mind.
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UNIT 6 - EXECUTIVE BRANCH

The Executive Branch is one of the three main branches of government in
The Bahamas. It is responsible for implementing and enforcing laws,
managing the day-to-day affairs of the government, and representing the
country at the international level. This study notes explore the structure,
functions, and significance of the Executive Branch in The Bahamas'
democratic system.

1. Structure of the Executive Branch:

The Executive Branch of The Bahamas comprises several key institutions
and offices:

a. The Monarch:

The Bahamas is a constitutional monarchy, and the Monarch is the
ceremonial head of state.

b. The Governor-General:

1. The Governor-General represents the Monarch in The Bahamas and
acts as the country's head of state on her behalf.

2. The Governor-General's role is largely ceremonial, and they perform
duties such as opening Parliament, signing bills into law, and receiving
foreign dignitaries.

c. The Prime Minister:

1. The Prime Minister is the head of government and holds the highest
executive office in The Bahamas.

2. The Prime Minister is typically the leader of the political party that wins
the most seats in the House of Assembly after a general election.

3. The Prime Minister is responsible for forming the Cabinet, which
consists of key ministers who head various government departments.

d. The Cabinet:

1. The Cabinet is the core decision-making body of the government.
2. It is composed of ministers appointed by the Prime Minister and
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approved by the Governor-General.
3. Each minister is responsible for a specific government department or
portfolio.

2. Functions of
the Executive
Branch:

The Executive
Branch performs
essential

functions to
ensure the
smooth

functioning of the
government and
the
implementation of
policies:

a. Policy Implementation:

The Executive Branch is responsible for executing and implementing laws
and policies passed by the Legislature. It ensures that government policies
are translated into practical actions and programs.

b. Administration of Government:

The Executive Branch manages the day-to-day affairs of the government,
including the delivery of public services, allocation of resources, and
coordination of government agencies.

c. Foreign Relations:

The Executive Branch represents The Bahamas in its international relations.
The Prime Minister and other high-ranking officials engage in diplomatic
activities, represent the country at international forums, and negotiate
agreements with foreign governments.

d. Budgetary Management:
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The Executive Branch prepares the national budget, which outlines
government expenditures and revenue sources. It ensures that public funds
are allocated efficiently and responsibly to meet the country's needs.

e. National Security:

The Executive Branch oversees national security and defense matters,
ensuring the safety and protection of the nation and its citizens.

3. Significance of the Executive Branch:

The Executive Branch is crucial to the functioning of The Bahamas'
democratic system for several reasons:

a. Effective Governance:

The Executive Branch plays a central role in the governance and
administration of the country. It is responsible for executing policies and
programs to address the needs and priorities of the nation.

b. Policy Implementation:

It is responsible for translating legislative decisions into practical actions and
initiatives.

c. Leadership and Representation:

The Prime Minister and Cabinet represent the country domestically and
internationally, promoting national interests and engaging with foreign
governments.

d. Checks and Balances:

- The Executive Branch is subject to checks and balances from the other
branches of government (Legislature and Judiciary) to ensure accountability
and prevent abuse of power.

Conclusion:

The Executive Branch in The Bahamas holds significant responsibilities in
the functioning of the government. It is responsible for implementing policies,
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managing government affairs, and representing the country on the
international stage. The Prime Minister, as the head of the Executive Branch,
plays a crucial role in decision-making and policy implementation, ensuring
effective governance and the well-being of the nation. The Executive Branch,
along with the other branches of government, forms the backbone of The
Bahamas' democratic system, promoting transparency, accountability, and
the rule of law.

UNIT 7 - ORGANIZATION OF THE BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT

The Bahamian government operates under a constitutional monarchy with a
parliamentary democracy. It consists of three branches: the Executive, the
Legislature, and the Judiciary. Each branch has specific functions, and the
separation of powers ensures a system of checks and balances. This unit
explores the organization and roles of each branch of the Bahamian
government.

1. The Executive Branch:

The Executive Branch is responsible for implementing and enforcing laws
and policies. It is headed by the Prime Minister, who is the head of
government. The key components of the Executive Branch are as follows:

a. Prime Minister:

The Prime Minister is the leader of the political party that holds the most
seats in the House of Assembly. He/she is appointed by the Governor-
General and leads the Cabinet.

b. Cabinet:

The Cabinet is composed of appointed government ministers who are
responsible for specific government departments and portfolios. The Cabinet
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plays a significant role in policy-making and decision-making.

c. Governor-General: %

The Governor-General is the formal representative @”
of the monarch in The Bahamas. He/she performs ¢
ceremonial duties, such as giving Royal Assent to
legislation, and exercises reserve powers on

behalf of the monarch.

2. The Legislature:

The Legislature is the law-making body in The Bahamas. It is a bicameral
system, consisting of two houses:

a. The House of Assembly:

The House of Assembly is the lower house of Parliament and consists of
elected members, known as Members of Parliament (MPs). It is responsible
for introducing and debating proposed legislation.

b. The Senate:

The Senate is the upper house of Parliament and is made up of appointed
members, including Senators appointed by the Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition. The Senate reviews and revises legislation passed
by the House of Assembly.

3. The Judiciary:

The Judiciary is the independent branch of government responsible for
interpreting and applying the law. It ensures that laws and actions of the
government are in line with the constitution. The key components of the
Judiciary are:

a. The Supreme Court:
The Supreme Court is the highest court in The Bahamas and hears both civil
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and criminal cases. It ensures that laws and actions of the government are
in line with the constitution.

b. The Court of Appeal:

The Court of Appeal is the highest appellate court and reviews decisions
made by lower courts. It ensures that legal rulings are consistent with the law
and the constitution.

4. The Monarch:

The monarch is the ceremonial head of state in The Bahamas. The role of
the monarch is mostly symbolic, and the powers are exercised on the advice
of the Prime Minister and the government.

5. The Role of Political Parties:

Political parties play a significant role in the organization of the Bahamian
government. The party with the majority of seats in the House of Assembly
forms the government, and its leader becomes the Prime Minister. The
opposition parties hold the government accountable and provide alternative
policies and perspectives.

Conclusion:

The organization of the Bahamian government revolves around a
constitutional monarchy and parliamentary democracy. The Executive
Branch, headed by the Prime Minister, is responsible for implementing
policies. The Legislature, with its two houses, creates and debates laws,
while the Judiciary interprets and applies the law. The presence of political
parties adds to the dynamic of the government, allowing for representation
and different perspectives. This system of governance ensures a balance of
power and the protection of citizens' rights and freedoms.
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UNIT 8 - THE JUDICIARY IN THE BAHAMAS

The judiciary is an integral part of the legal system in The Bahamas. It plays
a crucial role in upholding the rule of law, interpreting laws, settling disputes,
and ensuring justice is served. This unit explore the structure, functions, and
significance of the judiciary in The Bahamas.

1. Structure of the Judiciary:
The judiciary in The Bahamas is a hierarchical system with several levels:

a. Magistrates' Courts:

The lowest level of the
judiciary. Magistrates
preside over civil and
criminal cases involving
less serious offenses.
They have limited
jurisdiction and do not
handle serious criminal
matters.

b. Supreme Court:

The highest court at the
trial level. Divided into two divisions: the Civil Division and the Criminal
Division. The Supreme Court handles major civil and criminal cases,
including high-value disputes and serious criminal offenses.

c. Court of Appeal:

The intermediate appellate court. Hears appeals from decisions made in the
Supreme Court. Consists of a panel of judges who review the legal
arguments and determine if errors occurred during the trial.

d. Privy Council:

The highest court of appeal for The Bahamas. Cases can be appealed to the
Privy Council after the Court of Appeal if they involve matters of constitutional
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importance or significant public interest.

2. Functions of the Judiciary: "
The judiciary in The Bahamas m IIIIIII“I“' l““
/‘

carries out several essential
functions: _ ~

a. Interpretation of Laws:

Judges interpret laws and ensure
that they are applied fairly and
consistently. This helps in
resolving disputes and clarifying
legal rights and obligations.

b. Adjudication of Disputes:

The judiciary resolves civil and
criminal disputes brought before
the courts. It ensures that justice
is served and the rights of
individuals and entities are
protected.

c. Protection of Individual Rights:

The judiciary safeguards the fundamental rights and freedoms of individuals
as enshrined in the Constitution.

d. Judicial Review:

The judiciary has the power of judicial review to assess the constitutionality
of laws and government actions.

3. Judicial Independence:

The independence of the judiciary is crucial to its proper functioning. Judges
must be impartial and free from political interference, ensuring fair and
unbiased decisions.
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4. Significance of the Judiciary:

The judiciary is a critical pillar of the rule of law, ensuring that laws are
enforced, and justice is accessible to all citizens. It provides a mechanism
for resolving disputes and upholding individual rights and freedoms. The
judiciary's independence guarantees its ability to make decisions without
undue influence, fostering public trust and confidence in the legal system.

5. Appointments and Qualifications:

Judges in The Bahamas are appointed by the Governor-General on the
advice of the Judicial and Legal Services Commission. Appointees must
have a legal background, significant experience in the legal profession, and
demonstrate high ethical standards and competence.

6. The Role of Legal Professionals:

Lawyers, prosecutors, and defense attorneys play essential roles in
presenting cases before the judiciary. They advocate for their clients and
ensure that legal processes are followed.

Conclusion:

The judiciary in The Bahamas plays a vital role in upholding the rule of law,
settling disputes, and ensuring justice is served. Its hierarchical structure
ensures that cases are heard at the appropriate level, and its independence
guarantees fair and impartial decisions. With its significant functions and
importance in the legal system, the judiciary remains a key institution in
safeguarding the rights and interests of individuals and the nation as a whole.
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UNIT 9 - LAW COURTS IN THE BAHAMAS

The law courts in The Bahamas play a crucial role in upholding justice,
interpreting laws, and resolving disputes in the country. This unit explores
the structure of the legal system, the hierarchy of courts, their functions, and
the significance of the judiciary in ensuring a fair and just society.

1. Structure of the Legal System:

The legal system in The Bahamas is based on English common law and
follows a hierarchical structure of courts:

a. Magistrates' Courts:

Magistrates' Courts are the lowest level of courts in the country. They handle
minor civil and criminal cases, such as traffic offenses and minor disputes.
Magistrates preside over these courts and have limited sentencing powers.

b. Supreme Court:

The Supreme Court is the highest court in The Bahamas and consists of two
divisions: the Civil Division and the Criminal Division. The Supreme Court
has original jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases and serves as an appellate
court for cases from the Magistrates' Courts.

c. Court of Appeal:

The Court of Appeal is the second-highest court in The Bahamas. It reviews
appeals from the decisions of the Supreme Court, ensuring that legal errors
or miscarriages of justice are corrected.

d. Judicial Committee of the Privy Council:

The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, located in the United Kingdom,
serves as the final court of appeal for The Bahamas. It reviews cases of
constitutional or significant legal importance that have been appealed from
the Court of Appeal.

2. Functions of Law Courts:
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The law courts in The Bahamas perform various functions to ensure justice
and rule of law in the country:

a. Adjudication:

The courts hear and decide legal disputes between parties, ensuring fair and
impartial judgments.

b. Interpretation of Laws:

The courts interpret and apply the laws of The Bahamas to specific cases,
setting legal precedents for future reference.

c. Safeguarding Rights:

The courts protect individual rights and freedoms, ensuring that the
government and other institutions do not violate citizens' constitutional rights.

d. Appellate Review:

The appellate courts review lower court decisions to ensure legal accuracy
and fairness.

3. Legal Professionals:

The functioning of the law courts relies on the expertise and roles of legal
professionals:

a. Judges:

Judges preside over court proceedings, interpret laws, and deliver verdicts.
They play a critical role in ensuring justice, maintaining order, and upholding
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the rule of law.
b. Attorneys:

Attorneys, also known as lawyers, represent
parties in legal disputes.

They provide legal advice, advocate for their
clients' interests, and present arguments in
court.

4. The Significance of the Judiciary:

A strong and independent judiciary is essential
for the functioning of a democratic society:

a. Rule of Law:

The judiciary upholds the rule of law, ensuring that everyone, including the
government, is subject to the law and that justice is accessible to all.

b. Protection of Rights:

The courts protect individual rights and freedoms, providing a check on
potential abuses of power by the government or other entities.

c. Dispute Resolution:

The courts provide a formal mechanism for resolving disputes and enforcing
legal obligations, contributing to social stability and order.

d. Legal Certainty:

Judicial decisions establish legal precedents, creating certainty and
predictability in the application of the law.

Conclusion:

The law courts in The Bahamas form an essential pillar of the country's legal
system, ensuring justice, upholding the rule of law, and safeguarding
individual rights. The hierarchical structure of the courts, along with the
expertise of legal professionals, facilitates the fair resolution of disputes and
the interpretation of laws. By serving as independent arbiters and protectors
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of rights, the judiciary plays a vital role in maintaining a just and orderly
society in The Bahamas.

UNIT 10 - OUR GOVERNMENT PAST & PRESENT

The government in The Bahamas has evolved over centuries, reflecting the
country's historical, social, and political changes. From its colonial past under
British rule to becoming an independent nation, the government's structure
has seen significant developments. This unit explores the historical journey
and the current state of the government in The Bahamas.

1. Colonial Era:

During the colonial era, The Bahamas was under British rule, and the
governance was primarily overseen by appointed governors representing the
British crown. The legislative body, known as the General Assembly,
consisted of appointed councilors and elected members representing
specific constituencies.

a. Appointed Governors:

Governors were appointed by the British monarchy to administer colonial
affairs. Their powers included the authority to pass laws, preside over the
General Assembly, and represent the interests of the British crown.

b. General Assembly:

The General Assembly comprised appointed councilors and a small number
of elected members representing a few constituencies. The elected
members' influence and decision-making powers were limited compared to
appointed councilors.

2. Move Towards Self-Governance:
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In the early 20th century, The Bahamas witnessed the emergence of political
parties advocating for greater self-governance and representation for the
Bahamian people.

a. Universal Adult Suffrage:

In 1962, The Bahamas saw a significant milestone when universal adult
suffrage was introduced, allowing all adult citizens to vote regardless of
gender or race.

b. Majority Rule:

In 1967, the Progressive Liberal Party (PLP) led by Sir Lynden Pindling won
the general elections, ushering in a new era of majority rule with Bahamians
finally taking control of their government.

| 3.Independence:

On July 10, 1973, The Bahamas gained
full independence from Britain. This
marked a transformative moment in the
country's history, transitioning from a

1 a. The Constitution:

The Bahamas adopted its Constitution on
July 10, 1973, defining the framework of the government's structure, rights,
and responsibilities. The Constitution established a parliamentary
democracy, ensuring the separation of powers among the executive,
legislative, and judicial branches.

b. The Monarch and the Governor-General:

The British monarch remains the symbolic head of state, represented by the
Governor-General in The Bahamas. The Governor-General's role is largely
ceremonial, with powers limited to formal duties.

c. The Prime Minister:
The Prime Minister is the head of government and is appointed from the
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majority party in the House of Assembly. The Prime Minister is responsible
for running the government, implementing policies, and making executive
decisions.

4. The Government Structure Today:
a. The Executive Branch:

The executive branch includes the Prime Minister, the Cabinet, and various
government ministries. The Prime Minister and the Cabinet members are
responsible for formulating policies and making decisions on governance.

b. The Legislative Branch:

The legislative branch comprises the bicameral Parliament, consisting of the
House of Assembly and the Senate. The House of Assembly is composed
of elected representatives, while the Senate consists of appointed members.

c. The Judicial Branch:

The judicial branch is independent of the executive and legislative branches
and interprets laws and resolves legal disputes.

Conclusion:

The government in The Bahamas has evolved significantly from its colonial
past to its current state as an independent nation. Through constitutional
changes and political developments, The Bahamas has embraced
democratic governance with universal adult suffrage and majority rule.
Today, the government operates under a parliamentary democracy with a
constitutional monarchy, emphasizing the separation of powers and the
importance of representative governance. As the country continues to
progress, the government's role remains crucial in shaping the nation's future
and addressing the needs of its citizens.
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UNIT 11 - FINANCING THE GOVERNMENT

Financing the government is a critical aspect of any nation's governance,
including The Bahamas. It involves the process of obtaining and managing
funds to support the functioning of the government, the provision of public
goods and services, and the implementation of various development
projects. In this section we explore the sources of government revenue, the
budgeting process, public debt, and the significance of sound financial
management in sustaining the country's economic growth and development.

1. Sources of Government Revenue:
The Bahamas government raises revenue from various sources:

a. Taxes:

Taxes are the primary source of government revenue and include income
tax, value-added tax (VAT), customs duties, excise taxes, property tax, and
business license fees. Income tax is levied on individuals and corporations
based on their income levels and profits, respectively. VAT is a consumption
tax added to the price of goods and services.

b. Custom Duties and Excise Taxes:**

The government levies customs duties on imports, while excise taxes are
imposed on specific goods like alcohol, tobacco, and petroleum products.

c. Licenses and Fees:

The government charges fees for various licenses, such as driver's licenses,
business licenses, and fishing licenses.

d. Natural Resources:

The Bahamas earns revenue from the exploration and exploitation of natural
resources, such as oil, natural gas, and fisheries.
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2. Budgeting Process:

The government's budgeting
process involves planning and
allocating funds for various
public expenditures:

a. Budget Formulation:

Government agencies and
ministries submit their budget proposals to the Ministry of Finance. The
Ministry of Finance consolidates these proposals and prepares the national
budget.

b. Budget Approval:

The national budget is presented to the House of Assembly for debate and
approval. Members of Parliament (MPs) scrutinize the budget to ensure
transparency and alignment with national priorities.

c. Budget Execution:

Once approved, the government implements the budget by allocating funds
to different ministries and departments.

3. Public Debt:

The government may borrow funds to finance its budget deficits or major
development projects:

a. Domestic Debt:

Domestic debt includes government-issued bonds, treasury bills, and other
securities purchased by individuals and institutions within the country.

b. External Debt:

External debt involves borrowing funds from foreign governments,
international financial institutions, or private lenders.

c. Debt Management:
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Effective debt management is crucial to ensure sustainable economic
growth. The government must service its debt by making interest payments
and repaying principal amounts.

4. Significance of Sound Financial Management:

Effective financial management is crucial for The Bahamas' economic
stability and growth:

a. Fiscal Sustainability:

Sound financial management helps maintain fiscal discipline and avoid
excessive deficits, reducing the risk of debt crises.

b. Infrastructure Development:

Adequate funding supports the development of infrastructure, such as roads,
schools, hospitals, and utilities.

c. Social Welfare Programs:

Government revenue facilitates the implementation of social welfare
programs, including healthcare, education, and social assistance.

d. Economic Growth and Stability:

Proper financial management contributes to economic stability and
sustainable growth, attracting investment and promoting business
confidence.

Conclusion:

Financing the government in The Bahamas is a complex process involving
multiple sources of revenue, budgeting, debt management, and fiscal
responsibility. A well-managed budget supports essential public services,
infrastructure development, and social welfare programs, contributing to
economic growth and stability. By adhering to sound financial practices, the
government can ensure fiscal sustainability and advance the country's
progress towards prosperity and development.

119



UNIT 12 - THE CONSTITUTION OF THE BAHAMAS

The Constitution of The
Bahamas serves as the
supreme law of the
country, outlining the
framework for its
government, the rights
and responsibilities of its
citizens, and the
structure of its
institutions.  This  unit
™ explores the historical
« development, key
features, and
significance of The
Bahamas' Constitution in
shaping the nation's governance and ensuring the protection of citizens'
rights.

1. Historical Development:

The Bahamas gained independence from British colonial rule on July 10,
1973. Before independence, the country operated under the 1964
Constitution, which granted internal self-government while still being a British
colony. Upon gaining independence, The Bahamas adopted its own
Constitution, which was enacted on July 10, 1973.

2. Key Features:

The Constitution of The Bahamas contains several key features that define
the country's governance and protect the rights of its citizens:

a. Preamble:

The preamble sets out the objectives and aspirations of the Bahamian
people, emphasizing the desire for a sovereign and democratic nation.

b. Separation of Powers:

The Constitution establishes three separate branches of government: the
Executive, the Legislative, and the Judicial, ensuring a system of checks and
balances.
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c. The Monarchy:

The Bahamas is a constitutional monarchy, with the British monarch serving
as the country's ceremonial head of state.

d. The Governor-General:

The Governor-General represents the monarch in The Bahamas and
performs ceremonial duties, including the opening of Parliament and the
granting of royal assent to bills.

e. The Prime Minister:

The Prime Minister is the head of government and holds significant executive
powers, including the formation of the Cabinet and the administration of
government affairs.

f. The Parliament:

The Parliament consists of two houses: the Senate and the House of
Assembly.

The House of Assembly is the lower house, with members elected by the
citizens through general elections.

The Senate is the upper house, with members appointed by the Governor-
General on the advice of the Prime Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition.

g. Fundamental Rights and Freedoms:*

The Constitution guarantees fundamental rights and freedoms to all
Bahamian citizens, including freedom of speech, assembly, and religion.

It protects against discrimination based on race, gender, religion, and other
grounds.

h. Amendments:

The Constitution provides for the amendment of its provisions through a
specified procedure, ensuring that changes to the Constitution are made
thoughtfully and deliberately.
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3. Significance:

The Constitution of The Bahamas plays a crucial role in shaping the country's
governance and safeguarding the rights of its citizens:

a. Sovereignty and Independence:

The Constitution symbolizes the nation's sovereignty and independence, as
it was enacted upon gaining independence from British colonial rule.

b. Rule of Law:

The Constitution establishes the rule of law as the foundation of The
Bahamas' legal system, ensuring that no one, including the government, is
above the law.

c. Protection of Rights:

The Constitution safeguards the fundamental rights and freedoms of
citizens, providing a legal framework to protect against abuses of power and
discrimination.

d. Democratic Governance:

The Constitution enshrines the principles of democratic governance,
including free and fair elections, separation of powers, and accountability of
government officials to the people.

e. Stability and Order:

The Constitution provides stability and order in the country's political and
legal system, serving as a guiding document for governance and decision-
making.

f. Flexibility and Evolution:

The Constitution's provisions for amendments ensure that it can evolve with
changing times and societal needs while preserving its core principles.

Conclusion:
The Constitution of The Bahamas is a foundational document that shapes
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the nation's governance, protects the rights of its citizens, and upholds
democratic principles. As the supreme law of the land, it provides stability,
order, and a framework for the country's political and legal system. Through
its provisions, The Bahamas' Constitution embodies the spirit of sovereignty,
independence, and the rule of law, contributing to the nation's growth and
development as a democratic and sovereign state.
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UNIT 13 - PARTY POLITICS

Party politics in The Bahamas plays a central role in shaping the country's
governance and policy decisions. Political parties are instrumental in the
democratic process, providing citizens with options for representation and
influencing the nation's direction. This unit explores the history, key parties,
party structures, ideologies, and the significance of party politics in The
Bahamas.

1. History of Party Politics in The Bahamas:

Party politics in The Bahamas has its roots in the late 1940s and early 1950s.
The first political party was the Progressive Liberal Party (PLP), founded in
1953 by Sir Lynden Pindling. The PLP aimed to challenge the political
dominance of the ruling United Bahamian Party (UBP), which was seen as
the party of the colonial elite.

2. Key Political Parties:
The two major political parties in The Bahamas are:

a. Progressive Liberal Party (PLP):

e Founded in 1953.

e Known for advocating progressive
and social democratic policies.

e Promotes equality, social justice,
and economic development.

e Historically led by Sir Lynden
Pindling, who became the first
Prime Minister after independence
in 1973.

b. Free National Movement (FNM):

e Founded in 1971.

e Ideologically conservative and center-right.

e Advocates for free-market policies, privatization, and fiscal
responsibility.

e Led by various leaders, including Sir Cecil Wallace-Whitfield and
Hubert Ingraham.
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3. Party Structures:
Both the PLP and FNM have similar party structures, which include:

a. Leadership: Each party has a leader who serves as the face of the party
and sets its overall direction and strategy.

b. Executive Committee: A group of senior party members responsible for
decision-making and policy formulation.

c. Constituency Associations: Each party has local constituency
associations that organize activities and campaigns within their respective
areas.

d. National Conventions: Periodic meetings where party members gather
to elect leaders, set policies, and discuss the party's future.

4. Political Ideologies and Policies:

The PLP embraces social democratic principles, advocating for a strong
welfare state, wealth distribution, and equality.

The FNM leans towards conservative policies, emphasizing free-market
capitalism, limited government intervention, and privatization.

5. Significance of Party Politics:

Party politics in The Bahamas is crucial in shaping the country's governance
and policies. It provides citizens with choices and alternatives for
representation in the House of Assembly. The political parties compete to
win elections, and the winning party forms the government, led by the Prime
Minister.

6. Impact on Governance and Policy:

The party in power forms the government and holds executive authority. The
government implements policies based on its party's ideology and manifesto
promises. The opposition parties play a vital role in scrutinizing the
government's actions and holding them accountable.
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7. Election Campaigns and Party Platforms:

During election campaigns, parties engage in vigorous campaigning to win
the support of voters. Parties present their platforms, outlining their policies
and plans for the country's development and improvement.

Conclusion:

Party politics in The Bahamas is a dynamic and integral aspect of its
democratic system. The country's two major political parties, the PLP and
FNM, compete for power through the electoral process. Each party has its
own ideology, policies, and approach to governance. Elections provide
citizens with the opportunity to choose their representatives and the direction
they want the country to take. Party politics influences governance and
policies, making it a fundamental aspect of The Bahamas' political
landscape.
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UNIT 14 - CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE BAHAMAS

Civil rights in The Bahamas refer to the basic and fundamental rights and
freedoms that are guaranteed to all citizens by the Constitution. This section
explore the historical context, key milestones, the legal framework, and the
ongoing efforts to promote and protect civil rights in the country.

1. Historical Context:

The struggle for civil rights in The Bahamas has its roots in the fight against
colonial oppression and discrimination. During British colonial rule, there
were instances of racial discrimination and segregation, particularly against
the majority black population.

Slavery Abolition:

Event: In 1834, the British Parliament passed the Slavery Abolition Act,
which emancipated all enslaved individuals in the British colonies, including
The Bahamas.

Impact: The abolition of slavery marked a significant step towards achieving
civil rights for formerly enslaved individuals in The Bahamas. It laid the
foundation for their eventual freedom, though the transition to full
emancipation was gradual and complex.

2. Key Milestones in the Civil Rights Movement:
a. Women's Suffrage:

In 1962, women in The Bahamas gained the right to vote and run for office.
This was a significant milestone in the advancement of civil rights and gender

equality.

Impact: The Bahamas granted women the right to vote and stand for election,
enhancing gender equality and representation in the political process.

b. Majority Rule:

In 1967, the Progressive Liberal Party (PLP) led by Sir Lynden Pindling won
the general elections, marking a historic shift towards majority rule. This
signaled an end to the colonial-era governance dominated by the white elite,
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and a step towards (greater inclusivity and representation.
Impact: Majority Rule Day is now a national holiday in The Bahamas,
celebrated annually to commemorate the attainment of political equality and
representation for all citizens.

c. Independence:

In 1973, The Bahamas gained full independence from Britain. Independence
was a crucial moment in the affirmation of national sovereignty and self-
determination.

Impact: The new constitution provided a framework for safeguarding civil
rights and liberties, ensuring that fundamental freedoms were protected by
law.

d. Constitutional Amendments:

Over the years, several constitutional amendments were made to enhance
civil rights protections and strengthen democracy.

3. Legal Framework:
a. The Constitution:

The Constitution of The Bahamas, adopted in 1973, is the supreme law of
the land. It guarantees various civil rights and freedoms, including the right
to life, liberty, and security of person, freedom of speech, and freedom of
association.

b. Human Rights Act:

The Human Rights Act was enacted in 2017, further bolstering the protection
of civil rights. It prohibits discrimination on various grounds, such as race,
gender, religion, and disability.

Impact: The Human Rights Act reinforces the commitment to civil rights and
ensures that all citizens enjoy equal protection under the law.

4. Ongoing Efforts:

Despite the progress made in advancing civil rights, challenges persist, and
ongoing efforts are crucial to ensure equal rights and opportunities for all
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citizens.

a. Equality and Non-Discrimination:

The promotion of equality and the elimination of discrimination remain key
priorities for civil rights advocates. Addressing issues such as gender-based
discrimination, racial disparities, and equal access to education and
employment is essential.

b. Criminal Justice Reform:

Ensuring a fair and just criminal justice system is crucial for protecting civil
rights. Efforts to address issues of police brutality, prison conditions, and
access to legal representation are ongoing.

c. Socio-Economic Rights:

Ensuring access to basic necessities, such as housing, healthcare, and
education, is vital for safeguarding civil rights. Poverty alleviation and social
welfare programs play a crucial role in promoting equal opportunities.

d. Advocacy and Awareness:

Civil rights organizations, NGOs, and human rights advocates play a crucial
role in raising awareness, advocating for policy changes, and holding the
government accountable.

Conclusion:

The civil rights movement in The Bahamas has been marked by significant
events that have shaped the nation's journey towards equality and justice for
all. From the abolition of slavery to the achievement of majority rule and the
recognition of national heroes, each milestone has contributed to the
development of a more inclusive and equitable society. The commitment to
civil rights continues to be a driving force in The Bahamas, ensuring that all
citizens can enjoy their fundamental rights and freedoms.

UNIT 15 - BAHAMAS LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES
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Law enforcement agencies in The Bahamas play a crucial role in maintaining
public safety, upholding the rule of law, and ensuring the security of the
nation. This unit explores the different branches of law enforcement in The
Bahamas, their responsibilities, and contributions to the overall safety and
well-being of the country.

1. Royal Bahamas Police Force (RBPF):

Overview: The Royal Bahamas Police Force is the
primary law enforcement agency in The Bahamas
responsible for maintaining public order and safety.
It operates under the authority of the Commissioner
of Police.

Responsibilities:

A. Prevent and investigate criminal activities,
including homicides, robberies, and property crimes.
B. Enforce traffic laws and promote road safety.
C. Maintain public order during public events and gatherings.
D. Coordinate with other law enforcement agencies on joint operations.

Contribution: The RBPF is the backbone of law enforcement in The
Bahamas, providing day-to-day policing services to communities across the
islands. Its officers work to protect citizens, investigate crimes, and maintain
peace and order.

2. Bahamas Immigration Department:

Overview: The Bahamas Immigration
Department is responsible for enforcing
immigration laws and regulations in The
Bahamas. It ensures the proper documentation
and status of individuals entering and residing in
the country.

Responsibilities:
A. Monitor and control the entry and exit of persons at ports of entry.
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B. Process visa applications and work permits.

C. Conduct immigration checks and raids to apprehend illegal immigrants.

D. Collaborate with international agencies on matters related to human
trafficking and illegal immigration.

Contribution: The Immigration Department plays a vital role in regulating the
country's borders and ensuring that immigration laws are upheld,
contributing to national security and the proper management of the country's
population.

3. Bahamas Customs Department:

Overview: The Bahamas Customs Department is
responsible for collecting customs duties and enforcing
import and export laws at ports of entry.

Responsibilities:
A. Inspect and clear goods entering the country to
ensure compliance with customs regulations.
B. Prevent the smuggling of contraband, narcotics, and prohibited items.
C. Enforce trade laws to promote fair and legal commerce.
D. Collaborate with international customs agencies to combat
transnational crime.

Contribution: The Bahamas Customs Department generates revenue for the
government through customs duties and plays a critical role in preventing the
illegal importation and exportation of goods that could harm national security
and public health.

4. Royal Bahamas Defence Force (RBDF):

Overview: The Royal Bahamas Defence Force is responsible
for safeguarding the territorial waters and marine resources of
The Bahamas.

Responsibilities:
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A. Patrol and monitor the country's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) to
combat illegal fishing and poaching.

B. Conduct search and rescue operations at sea.

C. Combat maritime smuggling and human trafficking.

D. Assist in disaster relief and humanitarian missions.

Contribution: The RBDF ensures the protection and security of the country's
maritime domain, defending its waters and marine resources from illegal
activities and contributing to regional security efforts.

5. Bahamas Department of Correctional Services
(BDOCS):

Overview: The Bahamas Department of Correctional
Services (BDOCS) is the government agency responsible
for the management and administration of correctional
facilities in The Bahamas

Responsibilities:

A. The BDOCS is responsible for the custody, care, and rehabilitation of
inmates within the correctional facilities in The Bahamas.

B. Ensuring the humane treatment of prisoners and their successful
reintegration into society after their release.

Contribution: The BDOCS plays a critical role in the rehabilitation of
offenders, providing educational and vocational programs to support their
reintegration into society upon release.

By promoting rehabilitation, the department aims to reduce recidivism rates
and contribute to a safer community.

Conclusion:

The various law enforcement agencies in The Bahamas play critical roles in
maintaining law and order, safeguarding the country's borders, and
protecting citizens from various threats. Through their coordinated efforts,
these agencies contribute to the overall safety, security, and well-being of
The Bahamas and its people.
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UNIT 16 - THE BAHAMAS IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS

Internal affairs refer to the domestic issues, policies, and governance matters
that a country manages within its borders. In this section, we will explore
various aspects of The Bahamas' internal affairs, including its government
structure, social welfare programs, economic development, and efforts to
protect the environment.

1. Government Structure:
The Bahamas is a parliamentary democracy and a constitutional monarchy,
with a Westminster-style system of government.

Key Features:

1. The Head of State is the monarch of the United Kingdom, represented
by a Governor-General in The Bahamas.

2. The Prime Minister is the Head of Government and the leader of the
majority party in the House of Assembly.

3. The Parliament consists of the House of Assembly (elected members)
and the Senate (appointed members).

4. The judicial system is independent and comprises the Supreme Court,
Court of Appeal, and Privy Council as the final court of appeal.

Expansion: The Bahamas' government structure promotes democratic
governance, with periodic elections allowing citizens to choose their
representatives. The separation of powers between the legislative,
executive, and judicial branches ensures a system of checks and balances.

2. Social Welfare Programs:

Overview: The Bahamas has implemented several social welfare programs
to support vulnerable citizens and enhance their well-being.

Key Programs:

A. National Insurance: Provides financial assistance to workers during
times of unemployment, sickness, or maternity.
B. Public Assistance: Offers financial aid and other services to individuals
and families in need.
133



C. School Lunch Program: Ensures that students from low-income
families receive nutritious meals at school.

Expansion: These social welfare programs contribute to poverty reduction,
improved health, and increased access to education and basic needs for
disadvantaged citizens in The Bahamas.

3. Economic Development:

Overview: The Bahamas has
a diverse economy, primarily
driven by tourism, financial
services, and international
trade.

Key Aspects:

A. Tourism: The
Bahamas' scenic beauty,
warm climate, and pristine
beaches attract millions of
tourists each year,
contributing significantly to

the country's economy.

B. Financial Services: The Bahamas is known for its offshore financial
services industry, offering tax and financial planning advantages to
international clients.

C. Trade: The country engages in trade with various partners to import
essential goods and export goods such as seafood and agricultural
products.

Expansion: Economic development in The Bahamas focuses on
sustainable tourism, diversification of the economy, and attracting foreign
investment to foster long-term growth and prosperity.

4. Environmental Protection:
Overview: The Bahamas places considerable emphasis on preserving its
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natural environment and marine resources.

Key Initiatives:

A. Marine Protected Areas: The government designates certain areas as
protected to conserve marine biodiversity and ecosystems.

B. Coral Reef Conservation: Efforts are made to protect and restore coral
reefs, which are vital for marine life and tourism.

C. Sustainable Development. The Bahamas promotes sustainable
practices to balance economic development with environmental
conservation.

Expansion: By safeguarding its environment and promoting sustainable
practices, The Bahamas aims to ensure the long-term viability of its natural
resources and protect its unique ecosystems for future generations.

Conclusion:

The Bahamas' internal affairs encompass a wide range of governance, social
welfare, economic development, and environmental protection initiatives.
Through its democratic government, social programs, economic
diversification, and environmental conservation efforts, The Bahamas strives
to foster a prosperous and sustainable future for its citizens and maintain its
natural beauty and rich cultural heritage.
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UNIT 17 - SOCIAL ILLS

Social issues are challenges that affect the well-being and quality of life of
individuals and communities in a society. In this unit, we will explore several
prominent social issues in The Bahamas, including poverty, unemployment,
AIDS, drug crime, teenage pregnancy, and ageism. Understanding these
iIssues is crucial for addressing their root causes and implementing effective
solutions.

1. Poverty:

Overview: Poverty is a significant
concern in The Bahamas, affecting a
considerable portion of the population.

Causes:

1. Limited access to education and
employment opportunities.

2. Inadequate social safety nets and
support systems.

3. Unequal distribution of wealth and
resources.

Impact:
1. Poor living conditions and inadequate access to basic necessities.
2. Limited access to healthcare and education, perpetuating the cycle of
poverty.
3. Challenges in breaking the poverty cycle and achieving upward
mobility.

Efforts to Address Poverty:
1. Social welfare programs and assistance for low-income families.
2. Investment in education and vocational training to enhance
employability.
3. Economic development initiatives to create job opportunities.

2. Unemployment:
Overview: Unemployment poses a considerable challenge to The Bahamas'
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economic and social stability.

Causes:
The Bahamas: Unemployment rate from 2003 to 2022 1. Economic downturns and
fluctuations in tourism and financial
services industries.
2. Limited job opportunities in
certain regions or sectors.
3. Skill mismatch between job
seekers and available positions.
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Impact:
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standard of living for individuals
and families.

2. Social unrest and increased
crime rates.

3. Negative effects on mental health and well-being.
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Efforts to Address Unemployment:
1. Job training and skill development programs to improve employability.
2. Investment in diverse industries to create a robust job market.
3. Support for small and medium-sized enterprises to stimulate economic
growth.

3. AIDS: _
Overview: Acquired Immunodeficiency z 4
Syndrome (AIDS) is a serious health issue in The
Bahamas, requiring comprehensive prevention
and treatment efforts.

Y ‘

Causes: . \
Lack of awareness about HIV transmission and
prevention.

Stigma and discrimination surrounding HIV/AIDS.
Insufficient access to healthcare and antiretroviral
treatment.

Impact:
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1. Increased prevalence of HIV and AIDS cases.

2. Strain on healthcare systems and resources.

3. Social isolation and discrimination against individuals living with HIV.
Efforts to Address AIDS:

1. Education and awareness campaigns to promote HIV prevention.

2. Access to free or affordable HIV testing and treatment.
3. Support groups and advocacy to
reduce stigma and discrimination.

4. Drugs and Crime:

Overview: Drug abuse and crime are
interlinked social issues that affect
communities in The Bahamas.

Causes:

1. High demand for drugs and limited
access to treatment for addiction.

2. Socioeconomic disparities and lack
of opportunities leading to criminal
behavior.

3. Drug trafficking and illegal drug
networks.

Impact:
1. Increased rates of drug-related crimes, including violence and property
offenses.
2. Strain on law enforcement and criminal justice systems.
3. Deterioration of community safety and well-being.

Efforts to Address Drugs and Crime:
1. Drug rehabilitation and treatment programs for substance abusers.
2. Community-based initiatives to prevent crime and promote youth
engagement.
3. Strengthening law enforcement efforts to combat drug trafficking.

5. Teenage Pregnancy:

Overview: Teenage pregnancy is a social issue with implications for both
individuals and society.
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Causes:
1. Lack of comprehensive sex education
and access to contraceptives.
2. Socioeconomic  factors and peer
pressure influencing early sexual activity.
3. Limited parental guidance and support.

Impact:
1. Health risks for teenage mothers and
their babies.
2. Reduced educational and economic
opportunities for young parents.
3. Social stigma and challenges in
parenting at a young age.

Efforts to Address Teenage Pregnancy:
1. Comprehensive sex education programs in schools and communities.
2. Access to reproductive healthcare and family planning services.
3. Support systems for young parents, including counseling and
parenting classes.

6. Ageism:
Overview: Ageism is a social issue related to discrimination and prejudice
based on age.

Causes:

1. Stereotypes and misconceptions about older adults' capabilities and
contributions.

2.Lack of awareness about age
discrimination and its impact.
3.Limited opportunities and social
exclusion for older individuals.

Impact:

1.Reduced access to employment
and economic opportunities for older
adults.

2.Negative effects on mental health
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and self-esteem.
3. Barriers to active participation and social inclusion.

Efforts to Address Ageism:
1. Public awareness campaigns to challenge age-related stereotypes.
2. Legislation to protect older adults from age-based discrimination.
3. Initiatives to promote intergenerational understanding and
cooperation.

7. lllegal Immigration
Overview: lllegal immigration refers to the act of entering a country without
proper authorization or staying beyond the permitted period.

Causes:

1. Economic Factors: The lure of better job opportunities and higher
wages in The Bahamas attracts many undocumented migrants from
neighboring countries.

2. Political Instability: Escaping political unrest and seeking safety lead
some individuals to enter The Bahamas illegally.

3. Environmental Pressures: Climate change and natural disasters in -
neighboring countries may force people to seek refuge in The
Bahamas.

4. Expansion: Understanding the root causes of illegal immigration helps
in developing comprehensive strategies to address this social issue
effectively.

Impact:

1. Strain on Social Services:
Increased demand for
healthcare, education, and
social services may strain
resources.

2. Wage Suppression: The
presence of undocumented
workers can lead to lower
wages for Bahamian citizens
In certain industries.
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Efforts to Address lllegal Immigration:

1. Border Control Measures which included Increased patrols

2. Undocumented migrants are detained and deported to their home
countries.

3. The government enforces work permit regulations to ensure employers
hire Bahamian citizens legally.

4. The Bahamas collaborates with neighboring countries to address the
root causes of illegal immigration.

Conclusion:

Addressing social issues in The Bahamas requires a collaborative effort from
the government, civil society organizations, and individuals. By
understanding the root causes and impacts of poverty, unemployment,
AIDS, drug crime, teenage pregnancy, illegal immigration and ageism, The
Bahamas can implement targeted interventions and policies to improve the
well-being and prosperity of its citizens and build a more inclusive and
equitable society.
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UNIT 18 - BAHAMIAN HEROES

The Bahamas boasts a rich history of extraordinary individuals who have
contributed significantly to the country's development and progress. In this
section, we will explore the lives and achievements of several Bahamian
heroes, whose dedication, bravery, and accomplishments have left a lasting
impact on the nation.

1. Sir Lynden Pindling (1930-2000):

Overview: Sir Lynden Pindling was a prominent political leader and the first
Prime Minister of The Bahamas following its independence from Britain in
1973.

Key Achievements:
A. Instrumental in leading The Bahamas to independence, breaking
colonial ties and establishing a sovereign nation.
B. Advocate for social justice and civil rights, championing equal
opportunities for all Bahamians.
C. Pioneered economic diversification, emphasizing tourism and financial
services as crucial pillars of the economy.

Expansion: Sir Lynden Pindling's leadership played a pivotal role in shaping
the modern Bahamas, instilling a sense of national pride and identity among
its citizens.

2. Sir Milo B. Butler (1906-1979):
Overview: Sir Milo B. Butler was a prominent civil rights activist and the first
Bahamian Governor-General after independence.

Key Achievements:
A. Led the labor movement, fighting for improved working conditions and
fair wages for Bahamian workers.
B. Played a crucial role in dismantling racial segregation, paving the way
for greater equality.
C. Served as the first black Speaker of the House of Assembly and later
became Governor-General.

Expansion: Sir Milo B. Butler's contributions to the labor movement and civil
rights activism made him a symbol of resilience and progress in the struggle
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for social justice in The Bahamas.

3. Dr. Myles Munroe (1954-2014):
Overview: Dr. Myles Munroe was a renowned motivational speaker, pastor,
and author, known for his inspirational teachings.

Key Contributions:
A. Founded the Bahamas Faith Ministries International, impacting the
spiritual lives of many Bahamians.
B. Authored numerous books on personal development, leadership, and
spiritual growth, inspiring individuals globally.
C. Promoted education and leadership training, encouraging young
Bahamians to reach their full potential.

Expansion: Dr. Myles Munroe's teachings and writings continue to resonate
with people, empowering them to pursue their dreams and make a positive
difference in their communities.

4. Mary Ingraham (1870-1961):
Overview: Mary Ingraham was a pioneering educator and the first Bahamian
woman to become a school principal.

Key Contributions:
A. Advocated for women's education and empowerment, breaking
barriers in the male-dominated field of education.
B. Served as principal at the Southern Public School in Nassau, setting a
precedent for women in leadership roles.
C. Mentored and guided countless students, fostering a love for learning
and community service.

Expansion: Mary Ingraham's pioneering work in education paved the way
for women's advancement in the field of education and highlighted the
iImportance of female leadership in The Bahamas.

5. Sir Randol Fawkes (1924-2000):

Overview: Sir Randol Fawkes was a labor leader and a key figure in the fight
for workers' rights in The Bahamas.

Key Achievements:
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A. Founded the Labor Movement, advocating for better working
conditions and fair wages.

B. Instrumental in securing the passage of the 40-hour workweek and the
establishment of Labor Day as a public holiday.

C. Played a crucial role in advancing workers' rights and the protection of
their interests.

6. Dr. Cleveland Eneas (1921-1985):
Overview: Dr. Cleveland Eneas was a trailblazing surgeon and the first
Bahamian doctor to perform open-heart surgery.

Key Achievements:
A. Pioneered advancements in cardiovascular surgery, bringing life-
saving treatments to patients in The Bahamas.
B. Established the Eneas Heart Centre, a leading cardiac care facility in
the country.
C. Mentored and inspired generations of medical professionals,
encouraging them to pursue excellence in healthcare.

7. Florence "Flo" Glinton-McLain (1940-2019):
Overview: Flo Glinton-McLain was a pioneering journalist and media
personality, breaking gender barriers in the field of broadcasting.

Key Contributions:
A. Served as the first female news anchor in The Bahamas, setting an
example for women in media.
B. Advocated for responsible journalism and fair reporting, earning the
respect of her peers and the public.
C. Played a vital role in keeping the Bahamian public informed on
significant events and issues.

8. Dr. Keva M. Bethel (1922-2015):
Overview: Dr. Keva M. Bethel was a pioneering educator and the first
Bahamian woman to serve as a school inspector.

Key Contributions:
A. Advocated for quality education for all Bahamian children, regardless
of social or economic status.
B. Promoted the importance of teacher training and professional
development to enhance the quality of education.
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C. Served as a role model for aspiring female educators, breaking gender
barriers in the field.

National Heroes Day

National Heroes Day is a significant commemorative event in The Bahamas
that celebrates and honors the remarkable achievements of individuals who
have made significant contributions to the nation's history and development.
It is a public holiday observed on the second Monday in October each year.

Purpose:

The primary purpose of
National Heroes Day is to
recognize and pay tribute
to Bahamian heroes who

have displayed
exceptional courage,
leadership, and

dedication in various
fields. These heroes have
left a lasting impact on the
country and its people,
serving as role models for
future generations.

Celebrations and
Events:

On National Heroes Day,
various events and
activities are organized
throughout The Bahamas
to celebrate the lives and
legacies of the national
heroes. These
celebrations typically include parades, cultural performances, art exhibitions,
and educational programs in schools and communities.

National Heroes:
The Bahamas has officially designated several individuals as national heroes
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due to their exceptional contributions and accomplishments. These national
heroes are revered and admired by the Bahamian people.

Significance:

National Heroes Day serves as a moment of national pride and unity. It
allows Bahamians to reflect on the achievements and sacrifices of their
national heroes, reinforcing a sense of identity and patriotism. By honoring
these exemplary individuals, the country upholds the values of courage,
determination, and leadership that have contributed to its growth and
development.

Conclusion:

National Heroes Day is a cherished occasion in The Bahamas, providing an
opportunity for the nation to pay homage to its distinguished heroes who
have shaped the country's history and inspired generations to come.
Through various celebrations and events, Bahamians come together to
celebrate their rich cultural heritage and the enduring legacy of their national
heroes.
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