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    APRIL 1, 2021 

2021 Healthy Growing Reminder #2 – Horticultural Oil Spray  

Once again this Spring, we're going to spray our trees with Horticultural Oil as we think it helped with the population of 
the scale insects and aphids last year.  Oil sprays are generally considered "organic" and are some of the least invasive 
chemicals used for insect control and can also help with whiteflies, mealybugs, thrips, leafhoppers and spider mites. 
Additionally, it has been proven to be an effective fungicide and helps with powdery mildew, downy mildew, rust, and 
leaf spot.  

Horticultural oils kill insects and eggs in two ways:  

1) Fills the insects spiracles (openings on an insect’s thorax that take in oxygen) to basically suffocate                       
the insect.  

2) Breaks down the waxy layer on an insect’s cuticle or on the outside casing of the eggs, so they  
basically dry out.  

Scale insects are difficult to get rid of once they hunker down, grow their protective outer shell, and start to feed in the 
late Spring, so we want to target them at this time of year when they are called “crawlers” and have yet to develop their 
outer protective barrier.   

 

Things to Know When Applying Oil Sprays: 

1. ALWAYS read the label for proper handling and application  
2. Apply when the temps will be at least 40°F for 48 hours before AND after application 
3. Pick a dry day so oil won’t get washed off  
4. Apply before bud break  
5. Fully wet the entire trunk and all branches  
6. Although application can be done anytime the weather’s right, the optimal time for spraying is called the "delayed  
    dormant" application. That’s when buds are open at the tip, showing 1/16-inch to 1/2 -inch of green leaf tissue. 
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