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Sacurity Informatian

DRAFT COVER SHEET

INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Flying Unidentified Objects (Flying Saucers)

.
J.. Attached is a proposed letter to Secretary Lovett)from the
DCI recommending the initiation of fundamental scientific . research
with respect to the nature and causes of unidentified flying objects
(Flying Saucers).

2. Yhile it is recognized that the implications of Flying Saucers
are of primary concern to the Defense Department in carrying out its
responsibility to defend the United States, it is also believed that
intelligence must request of appropriate authority such assistance as
it needs to carry out its responsibility. It is believed that the scientific
research required and the intelligence research contingent thereon can be
most fruitiful if they go hand in hand.

3. Recommendations:

a. That the JAC concur in the proposed letter to the Secretary
of Defense.

b. That the IAC request the Vatch Committee to give close
attention to indications vhich may reflect Russian actions are
being taken with respect to or on the basis of cognizance of Flying
Saucers or with respect to the state of United States puwliic opinion

in respect of Flying Saucers.

o
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DRATT LITTER

LELORATDUK 'OR: Secretary of Delense C.wb\M“—'Q“"Q(\ o NS g

SUBJECT: Unidentified Flying Objects (Flying Saucers)

1. The IAC has reviewed the current situation concerning
unidentified flying objects which have caused extensive speculation
in the press and have been the subject of concern to Government
organizations. The Air Force, within the limitations of manpover
which could be devoted to the sub ect, has thus far carried the full
responsibility for investigating and analyzing individual reports of
sightings. Since 2247, approxinately 1500 0lf1c1a1 reports of sightings
have been received and, of these about 20% are as yet unexplained.

2. It is my view and that of the IAC that this situation has
nossible implications for our national security with respect to the
vulnerability of the U.S. to air attack. Intelligence, however, cannot
discharge its responsibilities with regard to estimating the capabilities
of an ememy to create and use such phenomena against the U.S. unless
we Ffirst determine through scientific research wvhether or not such
phenomena can in fact be generated and controlled by humans.

3. It is therefore recommended, that the Department of Defense
[Ee*ééree%e&~%é] undertake an expanded scientific research program to
reveal the nature of the various phenomena which are causing these sightings
and means by which these phenomena uay be identified immediately. It is also
recormended that in such a project there be close cooperation between those
conducting the research and scientific and technical intelligence research.
The IAC agencies are prepared to do their part in such a project.

Y
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0cT 2 1952
MELMORANDUM TO: Director of Central Intelligence
THROUGH: Deputy Director (Intelligence)
FROM: Assistant Director, Office of Scientific
Intelligence

SUBJECT: Flying Saucers

1., PROBLEM--To determine: (&) Whether or not there are national
security implications in the problem of "unidentified
flying objects®; (b) whether or not adequate study and
research is currently being directed to this problem
in its relation to such national security implications;
and (c¢) what further investigation and research should
be instituted, by whom, and under what aegis.

2., FACTS AND DISCUSSION--0SI has investigated the work currently
being performed on "flying saucers" and found that the
Air Technical Intelligence Center, DI, USAF, Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, is the only group devoting
appreciable effort and study to this subject, that ATIC
is concentrating on a case-by-case explanation of each
report, and that this effort is not adequate to corre-
late, evaluate, and resolve the situation on an over-
all basis. The current problem is discussed in detail
in TAB A.

3. CONCLUSIONS--¥Flying saucers®™ pose two elements of danger
which have national security implications. The first
involves mass psychological considerations and the
second concerns the vulnerability of the United States
to air attack. Both factors are amplified in TAB A.

L. ACTION RECOMMENDED--(a) That the Director of Central Intel-
ligence advise the National Security Council of the
implications of the "flying saucer® problem and request
that research be initiated. TAB B is a draft memo-
randum to the NSC, for the DCI's signature. (b) That
the DCI discuss this subject with the Psychological
Strategy Board. A memorandum to the Director,
Psychological Strategy Board, is attached for sig-
nature as TAB C. (c) That CIA, with the cooperation
of PSB and other interested departments and agencies,
develop and recommend for adoption by the NSC a
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policy of public information which will minimize concern
and possible panic resulting from the numerous sightings
of unidentified objects.

- W

Assistant Director |
Scientific Intelligence

ANNEXES:
TAB A--Memorandum to DCI, through DDI, Subject: Flying
Saucers.
TAB B--Letter to National Security Council with enclosure.
TAB C--Memo to Director, Psychological Strategy Board with
enclosure.

CONCURRENCES:

Date:

LOFTUS E. BECKER
Deputy Director/Intelligence

ACTICN BY APPROVING AUTHORITY:

Date:

Approved (disapproved):

WALTER B, SMITH
Director

Q;@ﬂ?
Whater
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SECURITY INFORMATION
SEP 24 1952

MEMORANDUM FCR: Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH : Deputy Director (Intelligence)

SUBJECT ¢ Flying Saucers

1, Recently an inquiry was conducted by the Office of Scientific
Intelligence to determine whether there are national security implications
in the problem of ™umidentified flying objects," i,e., flying saucers;
whether adequate study and résearch is currently being directed to
this problem in its relation to such national security implications;
and what further investigation and research should be instituted,
by whom, and under what aegis.

2., It was found that the -only unit of Government currently
studying the problem is the Directorate of Intelligence, USAF, which
has charged the Air Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) with
responsibility for investigating the reports of sightings. At ATIC
there is a group of three officers and two secretaries to which come,
through official channels, all reports of sightings, This group
conducts investigation of the reports, consulting as required with
other Air Force and civilian technical personnel, A world-wide
reporting system has been instituted and major Air Force Bases have
been ordered to make interceptions of unidentified flying objects.
The research is being conducted on a case basis and is designed to
provide a satisfactory explanation of each individual sighting.

ATIC has concluded an arrangement with Battelle Memorial Institute
for the latter to establish a machine indexing system for official
reports of sightings,

3. Since 1947, ATIC has received approximately 1500 official
reports of sightings plus an enormous volume of letters, phone calls,
and press reports, During July 1952 alone, official reports totaled 250,
Of the 1500 reports, Air Force carries 20 percent as unexplained and
of those received from January through July 1952 it carries 28 percent

unexplained.

L, In its inquiry into this problem, a team from CIA's Office
of Scientific Intelligence consulted with a representative of Air
Force Special Studies Group; discussed the problem with those in charge
of the Air Force Project at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base; reviewed
a considerable volume of intelligence reports; checked the Soviet
press and broadcast indices; and conferred with three CIA consultants,
who have broad knowledge of the technical areas concerned,
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5, It was found that the ATIC study is probably valid if the
purpose is limited to a case-by-case explanation. However, that
study does not solve the more fundamental aspects of the problen,
These aspects are to determine definitely the mature of the various
phenomena which are causing these sightings, and to discover means
by which these causes, and their visual or electronic effects, may
be identified immediately, The CIA consultants stated that these
solutions would probably be found on the margins or just beyond the
frontiers of our present knowledge in the fields of atmospheric,
ionospheric, and extraterrestrial phenomena, with the added possibility
that the present dispersal of nuclear waste products might also
be a factor, They recammended that a study group be formed to perform
three functions:

a, analyze and systematize the factors which constitute
the fundamental problem;

b, determine the fields of fundamental science which
must be investigated in order to reach an understanding of
the phenomena involved; and

25X1A ¢, make recommendations for the initiation of appropriate
research,

such a grou 1A
25X1A Similarly, Project
Air Force's alr defense projec could be charge ome
25X1A of these responsibilities, 25X1A

6., The flying saucer situation contains two elements of danger
which, in a situation of international tension, have national security
implications, These are:

a, Psychological - With world-wide sightings reported, it
was found that, up to the time of the investigation,there had
been in the Soviet press no report or comment, even satirical,
on flying saucers, though Gromyko had made one humorous
mention of the subject. With a State~controlled press, this
could result only from an official policy decision. The
question, therefore, arises as to whether or not these sightings:

(1) could be controlled,
(2) could be predicted, and

(3) could be used from a psychological warfare
point of view, either offensively or defensively,
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The public concern with the phenomena, which is reflected both

in the United States press and in the pressure of inguiry upon the
Air Force, indicates that a fair proportion of our population

is mentally conditioned to the acceptance of the incredible,

In this fact lies the potential for the touching-off of mass
hysteria and paniec,

b, Air Vulnerability - The United States Air Warning System
will undoubtedly always depend upon a combination of radar screen-
ing and visual observation, The U.S.S.R. is credited with the
present capability of delivering an air attack against the
United States, yet at any given moment now, there may be
current a dogen official unidentified sightings plus many
unofficial ones. At any moment of attack, we are now in a
position where we cannot, on an instant basis, distinguish
hardware from phantam, and as tension mounts we will run the
increasing risk of false alerts and the even greater danger
of falsely identifying the real as phantam,

7. Both of these problems are primarily operational in nature

but each contains readily apparent intelligence factors.

8, From an operational point of view, three actions are

required:

are:

a, Immediate steps should be taken to improve identification
of both visual and electronic phantom so that, in the event of
an attack, instant and positive identification of enemy planes
or missiles can be made,

b, A study should be instituted to determine what, if any,
utilization could be made of these phenomena by United States
psychological warfare planners and what, if any, defenses should
be planned in anticipation of Soviet attempts to utilize them,

¢, In order to minimize risk of panic, a national policy
should be established as to what should be told the public
regarding the phenomena,

~.

9. Cchef intelligence problems which require determination

a. The present level of Soviet knowledge regarding
these phenomena,

b, Possible Soviet intentions and capabilities to
utilize these phenomena to the detriment of United States
security interests,
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c. The reasons for silence in the Soviet press
regarding flying saucers,

10, Additional research, differing in character and emphasis
fram that presently being performed by Air Force, will be required
to meet the specific needs of both operations and intelligence.
Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both collection
and analysis can be discharged with maximum effectiveness only after
much more is known regarding the exact nature of these phenomena,

11, I consider this problem to be of such importance that it
should be brought to the attention of the National Security Council
in order that a cammunity-wide coordinated effort towards its solution

may be initiated.

Asgistant Director
Scientific Intelligence

25X1A

SEGRET
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Security information 3

MIMOBAIDUN FORs  Director of Central Intelligence

THEY ¢ Deputy Director (Intelligence)
BdbdeLY t Flying Ssusers
le PROBLEM

1o determing:

2. Whether ihere are natiommi security dmplications in the provlem
of Punidentified {lyimg objeots” l.e. flying ssucers)

b, Whether adequate study and ressarch is currently being dirested
:; this problem in ite relaticn to such natiomal security implicstionsj

¢e What further inveat! m:mnm ' -
by whom, and usder shat “Eﬁf should be instituted,

24 FACIC CRARING QN THE PRODLEM

&, 01 hap investigated the werk cu.;'rmu;r be performed
flying ssucers end has found thats e -

(1) 7be only unit of .overmment currently studying the problem
i’ the Direciorate eof Intelliigence, USAF, which hss charged fﬁ. Alir
{echnical Intelligence Center (ATIC) with responsibility for ine
vestigeting the reperts of sightings.

(2) 2t ATIC there iz a mwll e of 2 re
Captain, two .ieutenants amd two m%mm cma:g‘re»
peris of sightings through officiel channels, and which conducts
Anvestigstion of the renorts either itself or through consultation
with other Air Foree offivers or with efvilian technical consaltanta,

mjof-s girﬂiym-m;m- ;?0?;»132 system has Leen instituted and
T Tores Lases hove Leen ordered to mske intercentions of
unidentified flying ebjects. rost

(L) The rescarch teing carried on is stric - on 8 case basis
and appears to be designed solely to attempt » :‘iufmtm O
planetion of each imdividual siphting se 1% eccurs.

(5) 21IC has cencluded an arrangement with Eattelle Memorisl
Ingtitate for the laiter to estsblish a mschine irdexing mystem
for official reports of eightings.

< SECRET Y
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(6) Since 1947, ATIC has received approximstely 1500 &,ﬂ
reports of sightings plus &n enormous volume of letters,

ealls and press reports. [uring the month of July 1952 alome, of-
%%g_gnwummzso. Of the 1500 reports, Air Force carries
f:,a,nnf_%ﬁmwmmmmumwmmﬁ
it carries 207 unexplained.

3 DISCUTRION

8. OSI entared into its inguiry fully aware that it was coming
into a field slready charged with partisenship, one in which ebjecw
tivity had been overridden by mmerous sensatiomal writers, and one
in which there asre pressures for sxtravagant explanstions as well as
for oversimplification. The 07 Team consulted with s representstive
of Adr Force Special Studles Groups discussed the problem with those
in charge of the iir Force Project st Yright field; reviewed a con-
siderable volume of intelligence reportsj checksd the Soviet press and
brosdcast indices; and conferred with three US1 consultants, ell leaders
in their scisentific fields, who were chosen becsuss of their broad
knowledge of the technical aress concerned.

b. (SI found that the ATIC study is probotly valid if the purpose
is limitsd to & cese-by-cose explanstion. However, the study makes no
altempt to solve the move fundsmentel sspect of the protlem whick is
to deternine definitely the meture of the varicus phenomens which are
cansing thess sightings, or to discover mssns by which these causes
and thelr viguel or electronic effects mey be immediately identified.
Car conpultent pensl steled that these solutions would probably be
found on the margins or just beyond the frontisrs of our present
kncwledge in the fislds of stmespieric, ionospheriec, and extraterrestrial
phenomena, with the sdded posaibility that cur prosent dispersal of
mclesr weste products aight slso be s factor. They recommended that
& study group be fommed to perform lhree functionss

(1) Ammiyze end systemstiize the factors of information whieh
foram the fundeseatsl problemp

{2} Deternine the fislds of fundwrental solence which mst
8 investigsted in order %o resch an understarding of the phee
nasene involved; and

(3) Hake reccumendstiions for the initdation of appropriate
PaSeRrcl «

25X1A
25x1A T h:s irdicated to 021 that such & group sould be cone

stitutad Sinilarly, "roject JEbe iir Force
25X1A air defenss projec could Le caarged with these responsibilities,
25X1A SECTET 25X1A

il
Security Information
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Dok mrom

a. The rlin: arucer situstion contzins twe elements ol danger

whien, 12 & <ltu tisn of intermationsl tensicn, have naticmal sesurity
fmplicatione, These ares

{1) Pgychol « With worldewide sightings reported, it
wpa found thet, up to the time of cur investigation, there had
been in the Pussian press no repert or comment, even salirical,
on flyin: ssucers, thoush frdre Oromyke had made one husoroud
mention of the subject. With a Stats-controlled press, tils could
vegull only Trom am officizl policy decimion. The uestion, there=~
fore, srises an to whether or agt these sighiings?

(a) Gould be controlled,
(v) Could be predicted, and

(e} roudld be used fyrom a peychologicsl warfare point of
view either of fensively er defensively.

ihe putdde concerm with the shensmens, waich is reflected ixxmt}u
United States presz and in pressare of inguiry upon the Lir Force,
irdicates that there is » fair oreportion of our population which
is mentelly coiitioned to the acceptence of the incredidle. In
this fact lics the potentisl for the Louching-off of masz hysteria
and panice

(2) iir Vulverstility = The united “tates Alr Warnlag System
will unioubledly always depend upon a combdnstion of redsr screen-
ing snd visual observstion. We give russis the pressnt capabllity
of delivering an air attesck agsinst us, yet &t any glven momewnt
now, thers mey be current & dosen of!icial unldentified elghtings
pius many unofficisl. At eny mowsnt of attack, we are now ina
position where we cennot, on sn instant basls, distinguish harde
were Trom phsntom, and as tenesion mounts we will run the increasing
risk of felse alerts and the even greater danger of falsely identi~
f£ying the resl as phertom,

be Soth of these problems are primarily operaiional in mature but

each contains readily spperent imtellipgence factowrs. Trom an epers~
tionel point of view,threc sctioms are requireds

(1) Immediate steps should Te teken to improve identification
of both visuzl and electronic phantom so that in the cvent of en
atieck, iostent and nositive identificstion of endmy plenes or
missiles can be mede,

% 1o 7%
A
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(2) 4 study should be instituted te determine what, if amy,
stilisation could be made of these phenomens Ly United States
m&owa warfare plenners, snd what, if any, defenses should

be plenned in anticipation of w sttaepts to utilise them.

{3} + oeticuel poilcy should be established aa tc what should
e told lie pullic regarding the phenomens, in order 1o minimize
risk of paniec.

¢ Intelligence provleme imslude:

(1) The present level of Russisn knowledge regarding these
Fooenamens o

(2) Fossible Soviet intentiems sud capabilitiss to utilise
these phenomena to the delriment of S security intorests,

(3} ihe ressons for silence in the Sovist Press regsrding
fiying saucers.

de Intelligence responsibilities in this ficld s regards both
collectiion and ansiysis can be discharged with maximum effectivencss
only after much more is known regzerding the exact msture of thess
phenonsens

@+ ‘he problem itrenscends the level of imiividual departmental
rosponsibiiities, enxd is of such importence as to merit cogpnizance
& aciion Ly tue Hationel Seewrity Council.

f. Additicnal research, differing in cherscter and ermphasis from
that presently being performed By Air Force, will bte reguired to mcet
the specific needs of both cperations and intelligence.

Se RECUMNEROATIVNB
it is recomsended taat:

ae ibe Lirecior of ventrai intelligence advise the 'mtionsl
Security Cuuncil of toe security lapllicatioms imherent in the flying
s0u0cr probuen with lue request that, under his statutory coordinm-
ting suthority, the Ddrectar of Central intsllirence be empowerad to
initiste througn the appropriate sgenvies, either within or without
the Covermwut, the investigstion and research mecasgary to solve
g‘;c wt:m;m of instent positive identificetion of "unidentified flying

g0 1%

Lo Gliy usder its ussigned respenmibilitiess, snd in cooparation
with ihe ‘sychological Styategy bosyd, immediately investizate posai-
ble offenaive or defensive utilisation of the phenmmens for neychologie
el warfare purposes both for and ageingt the United States, sdvising
thope agencies cherged with U.%. internal security of any pertinent

KBS A

SECTE]
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g. un the ‘asis of those pracrmms ~f rcaesreh, CIA develep and
rescmmend fov suogtien Uy the Raiional “ecurlty Council s pelioy of
public inicrmeilen dhieh will minkaize the risk of psnie.

B. ARl CRADWE..
hegistent Director
“rigntific Intellizence

25X1A

OSI_xbxzi (11 September 1952)

Orig. & l, - Addressee

1 - Ad/SI

1l = Daily Reading. .-
(1 = Subject - -
f 1 - Chrono '

cone
gi.ijt?,
Secarity Informatisn
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22 August 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Intelligence)

SUBJECT ¢ USSR and Satellite Mention of Flying Saucers

1. A search of Foreign Documents Division files has so
far produced no factual evidence that subject has been mentioned
in the Soviet Satellite press within the past two years. It is
believed that a derisive comment was made in a Russian news-
paper in 1948 on this subject but so far the article has not
been found.

STATSPEC 2. Fnas one broadcast on this subject, dated 10 June
1951, which-1s quoted below: ;

Summary - In what appears to be Moscow's first mention
of Flying Saucers "Iistenerts Mailbag" answers ques-
‘tions on the subject to the effect that "The Chief of
Muclear Physics in the US Naval Research Bureau' ex-
plained them recently as used for stratospheric studies.
US Government circles knew all along of the harmless
nature of these objects, but if they refrained from
denying "false reports, the purpose behind such tactics
was to fan war hysteria in the country."

3. A State Department cable recently received from Budapest
quotes the August 1lhth copy of Szabad Nep as follows:

"Flying Saucer stories are another American attempt
to fan war hysteria." Radar dedection of saucers
is quoted in the article and it comments on the
STATSPEC ridiculous aspects of the source of the mystery.
The article concludes that it is part of American
rulers propaganda to prove the Western countries 25X1A
are threatemng.

~7312
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25X1A The Air Force Stand on "Flying Saucers" -- as stated by
IA, in a briefing on 22 August 1952

I. ThetAir dorce has primary responsibility for investigating "flying saucers".
The unit concerned with these investigations is a part of the air Technical
Intelligence Center at vayton, Ohio, and consists of three officers (a Captain
in charge) and two eivilians. They receive reports of sightings, analyze and
attempt to explain them. A standard reporting form has been prepared which is
used on & world-wide basis. The air Force Office of Special Investigations checks
into each sighting attempting to determine its authenticity and the reliability
of the observer,

II. (4) The air Jorce officially denies that "flying saucers" are:

(1) U.S.secret weapons : ,
(2) Soviet secret weapons
(3) Extra-terrestrial visitors

(B) It is believed that all sightings of "flying saucers" are:

(1) Vell known objects such as balloons (over LCOU are released daily
in the U.S.), aircraft, meteors, clouds, etc. not recognized as
such by the observer.

(2) Phenomena of the atmosphere which are at present poorly under—
stood, e.g., refractions and reflections caused by temperature
inversions, ionization phenomena, ball lightning, etc,

III. Not a shred of evidence exists to substantiate the belief that "flying
saucers® are material objects not falling into category IIB(1) above.

IV. A study of "flying saucer" sightings on a geographical basis showed them

to be more freguent in the vicinity of atomic energy installations (which is
explained by the greater security consciousness of persons in tiose areas). That
by-products of atomic fission may in some way act catalytically to produce
ﬂfﬁyﬁggsséucers" has not been disproved. The greatest mimber of sightings has
been made at or near Daytoh, Ohio where the investigations are going on.

V. Of the thousands of"flying saucers" sighted of which there are records, the
Alr Force says that 78% have been explained by either IIB(1l) or IIB(Z2) above,
2% have been exposed as lpaxes and the remaining 20% have not been explained
primarily- because of the vague descriptions given by observers.

VI. The Air Force is mostly interested in the "saucer" problem because of its
psychological warfare implications. In reviewing publications designed for Soviet
consumption, there has not been a sirigle reference to "flying saucers". On the
otner hand, several "saucer" societies in the United States have been investigated.
Key members ofsome of these sweieties which have been instrumental in keeping the
"flying saucer" craze before the public have been exposed as being, of doubtful
loyalty. Furthermore the socieites, in some cases, are financed an unknown
source. The Air Force realizes that a public made jumpy by the "flying saucer!
scare would be a serious liability in the event of air attacks by an enemy. air

R}
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defense could not operate effectively if the air Force were constantly called
- upon to intercept mirages which perspns had mistaken for enemy aircraft.

ARG
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The purpose of this presentation is to report the findincs of

tho OSI ftudy Croup as to the tmplications of the Flylng Saucer problems .

I will etart with a resuwe of wiat we have donc ahd a short history of 5.3
B-3 “ :

—-wﬂl outline 'chcnr Force effort -

11 o inbo ﬂie explanations of sightingg = 1 vill give jou our

the subjeect

conclugions, o | ; B 25X1A
Our group r-viewed available intelligence, official reports, press
and magazim coverage and the main po;aull‘ar bookse Indexes of the Soviet
presc were scanned, o spon@«a:véeg‘y' at “#right E‘i.él;d with the o.f..’i:iaeu'a
conducting the Alr Force study, aﬁd finally m took the problen to a
group of our own congul tants.
The Saucer furore in ﬁﬂ.s; country started m June 1947 ‘wi'm a
report of nine discs flying in fonwbion past ?.hunt Raimier at an
estinated gpeed of 1000 miles por iowrs This was followed imuediately
by a éqn“té.nuing and increasing flood of reporbi' oveyr the mgn’cha.

Therefore, in 1940, Air Torce initiated Project Saucer to study

Ly

Qiﬁ?”r
B ;r\_ &g\ui. ;?t \ ot O
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the phermena and ia Decenber 15L9 released sections of its secvet &

roort to the prosse  The oonclum.on vas that the sightdnga Mﬂd

fron throe causess

1, Tlass hioteria

n
L

Iallucination and hom;
Je Hsinterpretation of m aobjects
This satlefied much of the public but not certain sensational
vyl ters, The resulting highly npaculaﬁ.ve Looks and magazine arﬁclﬁ
combined with increasing reports of sig xtims built. up such & resurgence
of public interost that Mr Fores, carly in 1951, roopencd its study,
institutod a worldwwide reportin syém, and alerted its baulm
intercept the unidentified cbjocts. flonoral, Samford gave their
inmterim conclusions in his recent pross conference, These were ‘::\hat“ .
analysls of the casese showed “no pattern of anything consistent with any
nonace to tae United lstatea"g it the ocont ashington reports wore
prouably due to "temperature inversions®; end that the wnexplained
sirhtings could mot havo reswﬂﬁd from any experinments or teste oonducted

Ly the United States.
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In M‘rﬁ'lzing this discussion, I "lmid regtate that on m '. o!' ¥

-

“%he Baln theories in explanation of mﬁlﬁhonm, - & US developront,

f2Y
e

saln develomont, and space ships — the evidenco oither of fack

| or of logic via 80 stron;ly aLainQ{, them that they Mant at presont
no more than speoulative consideration, Iowever, it is important that
&om are mary 1o believe in them and will continue to do so in apiﬁi:‘
of any ircia pronouncenent which may be made. Tis whole affair
. has demonstrated that there is a fwdr proportion of our popxxlatioh_";ﬂxich
!.s montally conditioned to accoptance of tho incredible, Thus we arrive
av o dang,er pointg which, in a situs;tion of mmmonﬂ tengd.on,
soc o havo Hational Security implications,

Earlier', wo montloned owr scarch of Soviat’preas. | ATIC made a
slomilar searche, 7ith world-dde sightings reported, we héva found not
one report or coment, oven satrical, in the Russian pross, <his could
result only from an official poliay decigion and of course ralscs the
question of why and of whether or not those sipghtings could be used
from a peychological warfarc point of vicw of ther Affemivo:;f or defen-

sively. Alr Uorce 1s aware of this and had investigated a nusber of the

I . ~
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civilion gmxpg Mt. have spr: w up to ong' the mibjecte One em the
Civilin Saucer Comuities in Califormia has substantlal funds, strongly
infTnencas tho edim@ policy of a mmber of nmm and has
leaders whose }came::ctions nay be qzmatﬁ.;&;ablm Ar Force 1is wa'bob&ng
this orparmization becausc of ite power to touch qfi‘ nasc Wsmamd
panic, Parhaps we, from an in;all;igmmca point of viw;- phould watch for
any incication of Rp.ssian efforts to cmitalis; upon th:w presant
fnorican credulity,

Of oven gream' moment 1s the seond dangers Our alr wamim
systan will undowtedly always depend upon a conbination of radar |
scanndng and visual obpervation, Ve 'g!.w Ruasﬁ.a tha capabllity
of delivering an iar attack against uﬁ{yet ab any given mouent |
now, there may be current a dom official urddentified sightings plus

many unof'ficial, At the moment of attack, how will we, on an ixistmt
basis, diastinguish hardware from nhantom? ;'Iha 'anmr, of course,

is that untll far greater

.4
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Security l"a formntien

mﬁlﬁd@?ﬁis achieved oi‘"tiua causes baok of the sightings -ﬂ!tntﬂe

o e
e

vdapatood 9hcmmana_hes Ceocribed =~ we will run the in-

croaslng rx,sk of falsc alorts mﬂ the even reater danger of tabling the
real g f’ﬂ.lh - This 18 primariliy' an opcrational} resoarcli provlem but
as long as it exlste 1t will have intelldpence implicabions heom of
its bearing on wir vulnersbility,

Cne purpose in this survey has been to examino what is beirng done
and nmake some ascessment of its v#idiw. The Ar orce study is valid,
On a case by case basis, the great bulk of t.m sightings have been m;i
will contimic to be axplained = but t}‘mﬁ. limited case a-proach will never
sslve this second real probl@ e poEL tive 1dentifi cation.

As o what should be dome, m;:ropose to discuss the research problem
with the Qllosearch and Development Doard and to pasfs on to Alr Force an

of fox - to amelst in a study of saze of the fundamentals. ‘e

sug eet that tho psychological bowibilitiea both for and against us

* ghould be investipgated, Trom an mwmi;enca point of View, 05 has

been and will continue watching Russian rosearch and dovelopment in the

scientific fields involved,

T T
-~ e s g
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DRAF? ‘ 15 Avgust 1952

In the next few minmutes, I intend to %oush briefly upen the official ‘
explanations of the grest majority ef sightings of unidentified flying
objests (or UFO's) and mention possidle phensmens which may account for
some of the open cases.

Before we elaborate upen the current sxplanations I would like yeu to
keep in mind certain‘ fastes which are generally commen to all reparts.

Trst, is the earnestness of those making reports. These pnobh are
certain that they have seen gomething.

Secondly, objects sighted almost always are reported teo be against
the sky thereby providing no point of refareace.

Thirdly, without = reference point, a valid estimation of sise, speed,
distance of relative motion is virtually impossible.

Finally, no debris or material evidemse has ever been recoversd
following sn unexplained sizhting.

In aach case of reperted sightings exists the personsl element. This

48 the combined effect of psychologieal and physielegical factors whieh

3 - : (
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individually or together nay have eututm&'ng {mportance in the ascuraey of
& person's renorﬁ. These factors generally esnnot be determined adequately.
The psychological fsators are!
Kental conditioning by newspaper stories of sarliey reported sightings.
Individual emotional response with respeet to the unknown,
Destire for publicity resulting im “embroidsring” of facts or complete
fabrieation.
Bnetion of chase of intercepior pilets.
The major *phntclugim faotors are!
General physieal oomu_tion of the person at time of sizhling;
conditions of Iatigus, anoxia. |
Existence and extent of eye strain immediately preceding glghtinc.
Insufficient night sdnptation,
Now let us $ake up the explanations whieh have been used to acaount for
well over a thousand cases. Under the category oft "Misimterpretation of
1dentif4adle objeats,® ATIC feels that the most prevalent misinterpretations

have Yeen: free baloons, aircraft, sstronomieal bDodles, atmospheris

CeTr e e
SRS E

vy frdo R
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Sseurity fnforme
phenomena, instrument srrors 2nd windblown objscts,

There are two typos of high altitude balloons, radiosonde and the Bavy
Skyhook. Thoy may reach altitudes as high as 20 miles., Altheugh both types
are trasked and plotted for some dlotanse, thore generally 4s no acourate
eonfirmation of dastruction. Consequently, because of the larze mxsber
released datly by the weather services and research groups in the U.S., 1%
is possible that they might appear over almont any geographic location. The
longevity of the gos bags i3 not known but {e belleved to de possidly weeks.
Night-launched balloons carry » dright light to facilitate tracking. Hany
others have vadar-raflecting vanels.

25X1A

The Mantell ceazs, referred to ‘b:r- hes besn explained as &
miaintnrpretat:m of a Navy Skyhook balleon. This was in January 1947,
There were thres interceptor aireraft. One, plloted by Capt, Thomas Hanteld
radiced In that he was going to climb to 20,000 feet in an attempt to ¢close
in, Eie rather wild report that the object was Fhremendous® and his sudesguent

erash are lald to the effects of snexis since his plane carried no oxyxen

equipment.
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A gase under known com;iéui cocurred seme months ago at Weight Field
which 1lluotrates the facl that objeots at hizh altituden may be in shawp
11lumination even one or two hours befors dawn or after. This case also
points up Interesting psyglwlagzaal factors.

The time was near dusk. Captain Ruppelt was called out to witness a
sighting of three red lights 4n the sky. Zven through binoculars he sould
not determine their nature, An F<9U intercentor elimbed to 47,000 feet, At
this altitude the pllot ecould sse clearly thaﬁ the objects were a eluster of
three Skyhook balloons still well above him, salling an even aonru'mrou
the ale;f. By this time, telephons reports had started o come in. The
objects wers described as vielently maneuvsrinz "ssucers® of various shapes
and colors. Even "looping™ maneuvers wers veported. The medical staff st
¥right Pleld, including the ssnior psycholozist, vitnessed the sighting,

The next day this staff turned in a veport stating that, despite the
officisl statement thet thess cbjects were balleons, thay felt that this
was in erroxr and that the sighting must have been of seme other unknown origin.

Probably the second most sommon misinterpretation is that of conventional

airoraft, SECRET
et PR iy z'ff;gje"
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In the daytisme, alveraft, particularly those that are wmpainted, can
give oxtremsly brilliant reflections of sunlight. Au interesting case under
known sonditions is one whieh occurred last 'yw in Maryland.

A group of airoraft design enginaers went into the sountry to witness
tests of their own jeb airplane. The three test aireraft, with unpainted
wings and red fuselages, passed directly overhesd. ALl enginsers sgreed that
4f they hnd not kuown what the objects were, and since tm aould not observe
the silver wings ageinst the sky, they would have reported tha red fuselages
as flaming trails and they would have imagined odjects emitting them.

At nighttime the possibility for misinterpretation of aireraft inorenses.
Pirst, there are the dusk and dawn $1luminations already mentioned. Similarly,
misinterpretations have Deen made of running 1ights or reflections of alroraft
in clouds, There are s mmber of reports of eylindrioal objests with square
tails or having lighted "portholes® which have been explained as distorted
imapan of conventional alvoraft profiles on clouds of ice orystals.

Some time azo a pulssting bright yellow lizht was reported moving
through the sky near Plttedurgh, Fennsylvanin, For months this report was

relogated to the "umexplained® file. 4 few weeks ago in Washington & man
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whe was familiar with tiis report saw an mﬂ-gollhion 1ight installation
on & Gapital Mrliﬁa- airplans, Thie new uzuw device, a light mounted

on the nose of the airplane, ossillates back and forth laterally similar

%o those installed on some ambulances and police cars. A check with Capital
Afrlines revealed that sa atrplane f£itsed with such n 1ight had "ehecked in*
while fiying near Pittsdurgh at the exsoct time and place of the repording
sighting. |

Lot us tuen now to astronomionl yhencmens. In the daytime some planets,
particularly Venus, can be sssn clearly as a dright white a’ba’oet. aven &%
high noon under certain senditions. AS night, meteors of wvaricus varieties
| have been mistaken for maneuvering lighte, Ths lumingus moteor trail of
ionigzed gas has been ploked up Yy radar and st times misunderstood. This
tonizned trall may remain visible to the sye for as leng as one hour.

Hatural pham:ﬁma in the Barth's atmosphere have oaused many misinter-
pretations. High altituds "Jet streams® traveling at high velocities,
temperature inversions and conditions of tuyrbulent mixing of air of greatly
different temperatures and densities exist and are not eharted. They aceount
for optical as well as radar aberrsticus in a pumber of eases, In one case
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of & ground radar sighiing in Harylasd the pilet of an intercepter aireraft,
with his AX genr "locked on® s "blip", found himself on & steeply sloping
downvards course st low altitude, This ocourred three times indicsting

that the tarzet was on the ground and that the course of the rader bean hed
boen distorted. It mhould be noted that rader snomalies both internal and
external in nature stil)l exfst 4n disturbing numbers, The ability of a radar
observer to sccurately determine the validity of "blipe® on his esope is
directly proportional to the length and brsadth of his axperiense.

Cloud effects have affested the snascurasy of & mumber of sightings.
Repldly scudding clémia lend an ayparent motion to a Lixed dody, The moon
or & dright planet shing through 2 cloud hole at times does appesr as a
"Plaming objeat.® Other "exviainable® misinterpretations which are known
to have sccounted for reports of sightings include a wide variety of
objeots. Windblown objeots is oma. Such an incident was repvorted by the
U.8, Oénsul a2t Merida, Yucatan, Mexieco. Hare is his actual reporti

YAt about 2100 p.m. last Sunday, I obssrved & silvery, shining,
dise-1ike object floating in the clesr, blus sky almost direetly

m?m

| A
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overhead, travelling in a nortmw!;aﬂ.ydimﬁm, I Yeliecved that the
object was a Tiying dise and was snbout to run $o the house and Tetéh
my cemera when I noticed that the object was below the level of soue
vultures manouvering at s great helght, This piavaa to me that the
diso»lskc; object war considerably éma‘.!.ler than a yulture. During the
courss of two hours I saw A teotal a? tﬁraa of these objects, all going
in the same diveotion, but at times sppesring to be sutidnaxsr. Lager
in the afterncon I fauné oné of t,heu tdises' on my front lawn. It
wes & seed anglosed in a fluffy mass of silken fiber . . . . Bad 18
not been for the soaring birds snd my curlosity, I would undoudbtedly
have revorted that I had seen several 'flying dfsest. « . « I am
enclosing the 'flying dise’ which I captured...in my front yayd.*
Another misinterpretation is that of sesrehlights on élm:dn which has
been the sause of eeversl reverts of sightings as in the recent case
deterited by t;.hn Secretary of Defenwe. Finally, thers ¢ 8 caze which
occurred at Pranchmen's Flat, Nevada,
"Blips" in formation were picked up on the radar scope. They were

-8

Annrnvad FEar Ralaaca ‘)nh‘l INAIND - CIA_RIMPRIRNNRRNRNNNINNNINNA D 7



Approved For Re'se 2001/0%@?2%2HA‘3DP81 R0‘60R000100020012-7

Soourity iniermation
revorted to be traveling at terrific speed 8t 30,000 feek., I8 happened
that the reporting station had A ssarchlight and 1t was twned n in the
direction of the radnr sighting, 3t vas immedintely discovered that the
objeais ware Cansdlan geese flying at 300 fest altitude.

The above explanatioms are believed by ATIC to account for some 80% of
the sightings r-par#ad.. They feel that ths remaining 20 might be redusible
to 107 ware it not for thess ressons:

Insufficient information reported.

Incorract 1nfomatinn-unwlttingly or purposely repoﬂed;

Insufficlent or total lack of subsequent investigation of detalls.

This atill lesves ATIO with a possidle 10% of sightings for whieh there
ig no avallable explanation.

Gonsldaring that the remaining ceses might have been anused by 1ittle
understood natural vhenonena, the 0SI Panel conferred at length with three
of our consultants in Boston. These men are cutstanding in the fields of
gaophyslos, elsotronics and chemistwy. They emphasized to usy that there

-9 -
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ars many seientific frontiers which have as yet boen little sxylored or
charted. In these areas oocur phanomenz whieh may account for optical or
alectronie aberrablons as well as for things actually seen., They listed
throe catogoriest atmospherics, lonization, and extra-terrestrial phenomens.
They suzzested also that nrodusts of nuclear fission night have some effest
upon these,

In the £1s1d of atmospherics would be the tempeyature invsrsions
strassed by General Samford. This phenomenon axists but the exact mschanies
of 2%3 rause, its nature and mamner of dissipation are not well undevstood.
Neither is i%s affeat upon sloctremagnetis and light beams gamusing thelw
rafraction or reflection. I4ttle 4a known of elouds of tes crystals whiah
axist at altitudes to 50,000 Leet, Stuiles of the winds and the physical
and chemical nropartios of ailr at very high sltitudes have only recently
commanced with the avallability of such agents at high altitude balloons
and resoayoh rookets.

The sesond category was ionization. The Heaviside (or *E") layer of
fonization, the "§* layer above it, and their relstion to radio transmiseion

-0 -
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were $hougny ten years age to be fairly well understood. Within the past
year, howsver, the whole soncspt of the "P" layer has been shanged. It
has been dlscovered that it splits semetimes into two layers of lonisatien
known as Pl and F-2. Recent tests utilising these layers have shown 1%
possible to transmit as far as 1,000 miles using certain VEF frequencies.
This is totally opposed §o the previous well accepted opinion that maximus
VAP transmission distance was limited to "line of sfght.”

Clouds of ige orystsls decoma luminous under certain conditions of
fjonizstion. The faotors affeoting the way in which the eleotrostatic charge
on the earth {s eontinuously rejuvenated by thunderstorm llghinlng are
obsgure. Ball lightning, a luminous phenomenon which has been reported
for senturies, appears in various colers but itas nature ts not known.

St. Time's firs, corona dlschsrge and Aurers Borealis aye catalogued in &
variety of forms but thelr exmet nature is unknown, The movement of vortices
of smoke particles, olouds of molsture and ice orystels will osuse mn
tn electrostatic potentisl and amy be affested by the earth's magnetic field.

-1l =
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S‘Zl infoprmation

matorinl tossed alof seuld sprreaiably affect atmospheric phensmens.

For instance, the cosmie and gamss matural rediation which pours im daily
from outer space i3 many thousands of times gnaué than the radiation
produced by atomic domb dlasts.

This 1{st could be extended at length, Suffice to say, otu' $gnorance
of the nature and controlling fastors of all of the above is immense.
Effeats of intereotion between these natural phenomens and redioactive
materiel in the air can only be aonjectured. The appearance of wmsual
optical or radar sightings osused by Shese rhenomens is possible, - Their
ocourrence cannot be predistked.

Therc is some atrength to the hypothesiz that many of the unexplained
sightings of UFC's may be electromagnetic or electrostatis in character.
Pactors sunporting this hypothesis ares

Absance of sound, although aypmnﬁly moving rapidly in the
atmosphere,

FPhenomena Ars apparently affected by shock waves or sleotromagnetis
radiation of alveraft.

Reports of erratie operation of var!"mu kinde of instruments in

TN
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the vieinity of sightings.

Sightings of UNFO's reported at Los Alamos and Oalc RBidze, at & time
when the background yadlation couat had risen inexplicably.
flere we yun cut of even "blus yonder® sxplanations that might be tenable,

and, we still are left with nmombers of incredible reports from ovedidle

observars.,
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