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COMMUNITY CIRCLE

Keeping the Lodi Community in the Loop

Reach Out Lodi, Inc. is committed to being diverse, equitable, and inclusive

“The smallest act of
kindness is worth more
than the grandest
intention.”

- Oscar Wilde

Community Center &
Community Store

601 Clark Street
Lodi, WI 53555
Mailing Address: PO Box 316
Lodi, WI 53555
ReachOutLodi@gmail.com
ReachOutlodi.org
608.592.4592

FIND US

Visit our website for
Community Store & Center
hours https://reachoutlodi.org

Reach Our Lodi, Inc., is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization supported by
donations and grants.

We charge no fee to our
Community Store customers.

New Faces, Fresh Perspectives: Welcoming
Debbie and Stacey to the ROL Family

We are thrilled to introduce two remarkable additions to our team
at ROL: Debra Thoeny as Managing Director, and Stacey
Brandenburg as Assistant Director. It's a pleasure to welcome both
to the ROL family, and we invite everyone to share in our
excitement and extend a heartfelt welcome to them.

Debra Thoeny, affectionately known as
Debbie, is stepping into the role of Managing
Director with an impressive background in
healthcare. As a registered nurse with
extensive experience, most notably as an RN
Clinic Manager at Unity Point Health Meriter,
Debbie's dedication to community wellness
and patient care is unparalleled. Debbie's
commitment to community service is
inspiring, and we are eager to see the positive
changes her leadership will bring to ROL.

Debra Thoeny

Stacey Brandenburg is no stranger to the
ROL community, having volunteered her time
and expertise here for the past three years.
Her transition to the role of Assistant
Director is fueled by a genuine passion for
service. Also a registered nurse, Stacey’s
part-time clinical work equips her with
valuable insights that are sure to enhance
our operations. We are fortunate to have her
step into this role and are confident in the
dedication and enthusiasm she brings to
our team.

Stacey Brandenburg

As we welcome Debbie and Stacey, we're not just celebrating their
professional achievements but also embracing their unique
qualities and interests that make them invaluable members of the
ROL family. Their combined expertise in healthcare, leadership
skills, and dedication to service positions ROL for an exciting future.
The next time you cross paths with Debbie and Stacey, please join
us in congratulating them. Together, we look forward to achieving
great things and making a significant impact in our community.
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Lunch with Location: 601 Clark St.
Lodi, WI

Sponsors: RSVP: 608-592-4592
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Upcoming Events at Reach Out Lodi

For individuals
—— ") with disabilities

age 14+
ZIeE
Spm-7pm
. -1 April 6th
1:00 1‘45pm Stone Painting, cards and board games.
April 24th May 29th June 26th April 20th

Cards and board games.

Ro L May 4th

Mother’'s Day Cards, cards and board games.

Scholarships May 18th
Cards and board games.
Three $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to June Ist
graduating Lodi High School seniors at the Summer Fun, cards and board games.
Senior Class Awards Night in May. To be eligible June 15th
a graduating student must be entering a trades Cards and board games.

apprenticeship program, a technical college or a
four-year college. They must have a good work
ethic and an interest in bettering themselves and
their community. Applications available at LHS.
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Upcoming Events at Reach Out Lodi

Dementia Journey
Support Group

3rd Thursday of each month 1:00 - 2:30pm
April 18th - May 16th - June 20th

This is a support group for caregivers of people
with dementia. Participants learn new
information, share their experiences, and support
each other. Learn from each other while caring
for our loved one and taking care of ourselves to
stay healthy through the journey.

Questions: Contact Nellie Mueller, 608.742.9233

Cost: FREE
= . RSVP: 608-592-4592
‘ 5 DIY Greeting by June 4th

- Card Wo rkShop Come craft and make all

occasion cards with us!

| want to extend my
gratitude to everyone for
the overwhelming support
during my recent medical
challenge. The flood of
cards, the countless
prayers, and the endless

stream of encouraging words are greatly
appreciated.

Your kindness has not only comforted me
but also reminded me of the incredible
community we have at ROL. | am truly
touched by the outpouring of support.

Jim Schmiedlin

The Community Circle is published by Reach Out Lodi. Editor Debra Thoeny; Writer & Graphic Designer Heidi Ness
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Upcoming Events at Reach Out Lodi

Join us in a safe and
comfortable space where 1-2:30 PM
someone living with
dementia and their care

partner can socialize, April 26th
listen to music, play May 24th
games, and enjoy other June 28th

activities.

@ 608.592.4592 © Reachoutlodi@gmailcom () 601 Clark Street, Lodi, WI 53555

Community Circle Apr[May/Jun 2024 ReachOutlodi.org Page 5 of 12



Upcoming Events at Reach Out Lodi
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A huge shoutout to our talented chefs behind the
scenes of the Soup'r Supper events, Bill Harkins and
Frank Turner! Thank you both for whipping up the most
delicious soups. Your culinary skills and dedication are
truly appreciated! Join us for the next Soup'r Supper on
April 23rd from 5-6:30pm at ROL!

The "Pack the Box @ Pack the Gym"
event in Poynette was a success! A
whopping 405 items were collected, all
benefiting ROL and the Poynette Food
Pantry. Poynette won the competition
with an incredible 287 donated items!
Lodi did an amazing job too, with 118
items contributed. Huge gratitude to
the Poynette Booster Club for
sponsoring this event.

Anastasia Etlicher and
Anna Stratton from Mr.
Fassbender's class at Lodi
Rotary Interact Club!
These amazing students
stopped by with not one,
not two, but THREE carts
full of food, non-
perishables, and personal
hygiene products!

Julian Beld delivered a
generous $500 check to
ROL, courtesy of the Lodi

Optimist Club’'s BINGO

event. We're incredibly

grateful to Jonathan Bilse
for his kind-hearted
decision to donate the
winnings from his winning
card to us.

Lodi CREW organized an incredible
Swim-a-thon! With 95 dedicated
swimmers, laps were swum, and
sponsorships were collected Half of
the proceeds supported the Lodi
Swim Team, and the other half is
benefiting ROL. Jerica Robinson and
some swimmers presented Heidi
Ness with a check for $1,076! Our
heartfelt thanks to the swimmers,
and everyone involved in this
wonderful initiative.

@ 608.592.4592

9 ReachOutLodi@gmail.com

Big Hearts, Little Helpers! Our local Girl
Scouts have truly outdone themselves.
They not only brought an enormous
donation of food and personal essentials,
but they also rolled up their sleeves and
joined us in stocking the shelves.

We are grateful to
everyone at New Life
Christian Church for their
donation of food and
personal essentials.

(o) 601 Clark Street, Lodi, WI 53555
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Community Store National Cereal Day!

WIS” llsr In celebration of National Cereal Day, Lodi Middle
School students and staff rallied together for a good

cause! They collected 325 boxes of cereal for Reach
Out Lodi, demonstrating that kindness truly has a
Food domino effect.

1. Flour

. Sugar

. Ketchup

. Cereal

. Mayonnaise
. Salt/Pepper

. Vegetable Oil
. Canned Fruit

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Students creatively assembled a cereal domino wall
along the hallways, adding an extra layer of fun and
community spirit to their generous act. Let's spread the
kindness!
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Supporting Your Community

At Reach Out Lodi, we are deeply grateful for the unwavering support we receive from our incredible
community. It's your kindness and generosity that enable us to create a haven of warmth and inclusivity
at our Community Center, where people from all walks of life come together for special events and
meaningful activities. Our Community Store plays a pivotal role in assisting families and individuals
during challenging times, providing them with the essential resources they need to sustain their daily
lives. What we achieve together, as a community, significantly contributes to the overall "quality of life”
for everyone in the Lodi Valley area.

If you're wondering how you can play a part in sustaining these vital programs and services there are

several meaningful avenues to explore: o consistent Giving: Consider making regular contributions,
whether it's monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, annually.

e Wall of Honor: Leave a lasting legacy by purchasing an
8'x8" or 4’x8" engraved tile on our Wall of Honor. This is a
beautiful way to commemorate your name, a loved one,
your family, or your business while supporting our mission.

¢ Estate Planning: Include ROL in your estate planning.

¢ Stocks & Bonds: If you have stocks or bonds that you'd like
to donate, we welcome these valuable contributions.

¢ Online Donations: Making a donation is just a click away.
Visit our website at ReachOutlLodi.org to contribute via
credit card and make an immediate impact.

e Become a Volunteer: Your time and skills are invaluable to
us. Consider becoming a volunteer and directly engage
with our community initiatives.

To explore these opportunities further or discuss how you can support Reach Out Lodi, please reach out
to DebThoeny at 608.592.4592. Alternatively, you can visit our Community Center in person and we'd be
delighted to chat with you. Together, we can continue to nurture and uplift our community, ensuring that
no one faces life's challenges alone. Thank you for being a vital part of the Reach Out Lodi family, where
compassion knows no bounds.

ROL Ride Assist

ROL's Ride Assist has been bustling, providing vital
rides for those who have no other means of
transportation. Our services primarily cater to
medically-related appointments in Lodi, Portage,
Baraboo, and Madison, ensuring everyone can
access the care they need.

Additionally, our rides are available for general
errands, offering convenience and support to our
community members. If you require a lift, don't
hesitate to reach out to us at 608-592-4592. We're
here to help you get where you need to be.

( 6085924592 © Reachoutlodi@gmailcom () 601 Clark Street, Lodi, Wi 53555
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