
Latest News – The 
Blasters (Phil Alvin, 
John Bazz, Keith Wyatt, 
and Jerry Angel) will re-
lease their studio album 
4-11-44 on September 
28, 2004 on the Evange-
line record label in the 
UK and the rest of 
Europe. Negotiations 
are near completion for 
a US release in the fall. 
If you don’t have access 
to a record store in 
Europe, try www.amazon.co.uk for mailorder. Track listing: 
DADDY ROLLING STONE,  4-11-44, REBOUND, IT'S ALL 
YOUR FAULT, JULIE, DRY RIVER, YOUR KIND OF LOVE,  
LOVE IS MY BUSINESS,  SLIP OF THE TONGUE, PRECIOUS 

MEMORIES, BONEYARD, WINDOW UP ABOVE, JUST TO BE WITH YOU, and FIRE 
OF LOVE. – The Blasters are celebrating the new CD release with a Scandanavian tour end-
ing up in England Sept 29. -- A Blastersnewsletter Special Fan Appreciation Event -- Dinner 
With the Blasters in London England Sept. 27 or 28, 2004 Blasters fans are invited to spend 
one evening of food and drink with the Blasters (Phil Alvin, John Bazz, Keith Wyatt, and 
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Blasters shows 
(Phil, John, Jerry, Keith) 
9/15 Enviken Sweden at Tengergården  
9/16 Umeå Sweden at Droskan  
9/18 Saetervika, Norway at Kongo  
9/20 Malmo, Sweden at KB 
9/21 Helsinki, Finland at Tavastia 
9/23 Steninge, Sweden at Göstas Café 
9/24 Gislaved Sweden at Folketspark 
9/25 Jössefors, Sweden at Folketshus.  
9/26 Stockholm, Sweden at Akkurat.  
9/29 London England at Borderline  
10/10 Los Angeles CA at The Echo 
10/17 Long Beach CA at Vault 350 
10/30 Bakersfield CA at Fishlips 
       Dave Alvin & Guilty Men   
9/17 San Juan Capistrano at Coach House  
9/23 Nashville TN at Americana Music Fest  
9/24 Greenville SC at Handlebar  
9/25 Charlotte NC at Visulite Theatre  
9/26 Atlanta GA at Smith's Old Bar 
9/28 New Orleans LA at Mid City Lanes  
9/30 Austin TX at Continental Club  
10/1 Dallas TX at Sons Of Herman Hall  
10/2 Houston TX at Continental Club  
10/3 San Antonio TX at Casbeers  
10/5 Albuquerqe NM at Launch Pad  
10/7 Phoenix AZ at Rhythm Room   
10/8 Tucson AZ at Plush  
10/9 San Diego CA at Casbah  
10/10 Los Angeles CA at Echo Benefit for  
         Gil T.   
10/12 Hollywood CA at Amoeba records 
11/6 Chicago at Old Town School of Folk  
11/8-9 Lincoln NE at Zoo Bar  
11/11 Denver CO at Bluebird Theatre   
11/12 Durango CO at Abbey Theatre   
11/13 Santa Fe NM at The Paramount 

Blasters first studio  
album in 19 years Due 9/28 

This Issue: The Original Blasters play once more, a quick interview with 
new Guilty man Chris Miller, and the Original Blasters European Tour 
diaries summer 2003 part 3. 



 The Original Blasters: One More Time  
Live in Long Beach California September 4, 2004 

by Jeff Staudinger  Los Alamitos, California 

     The Original Four Blasters were a last minute addition to headline the Sept 4, 2004 Long 
Beach Blues fest in California. Bo Diddley cancelled due to illness. The Original Blasters; Phil 
Alvin, Dave Alvin, John Bazz and Bill Bateman were asked to fill in. Gene Taylor had previous 
commitments with the Fabulous Thunderbirds and couldn’t be there. Keith Wyatt and Jerry An-
gel from the current Blasters were scheduled to appear as special guests.  
 
     Whew! Call the Fire Dept! Long Beach is still smokin' from the Blasters set. But first, a lit-
tle quiz: Which of the following did Phil Alvin say, and which did Macy Gray say? "Lets all 
get naked, take something off!" and "Salacious and loquacious." Well, I’m sure you know. The 
choice is obvious. Gray said the former, and 
Alvin said the latter. Different quotes, from 
different folks, and different styles. But still, 
all in all, they both play American Music. 
     The Blues festival was at Cal State Uni-
versity, Long Beach. The stage was set up 
with large video screens on each side so the 
audience of thousands all the way to the 
back could get a good look. I arrived late, 
but in time to see Macy Gray start her set.  
     I made my way down to the front of the 
stage, and figured I’d have to ‘put up’ with 
her music, to get to the Blasters. But after 
her first number, I found myself rockin' 
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Jerry Angel) at a restaurant / pub in London England (Sept 27 or 28) TBA. check www.
Blastersnewsletter.com for details. -- Actor Jeff Bridges has signed to star in a movie call King 
of California, scheduled for release in 2005. It's written and scheduled to be directed by Mi-
chael Cahill.  -- A new book is out called The King of California: J.G. Boswell and the Making 
of a Secret American Empire by Mark Arax and Rick Wartzman. – In July Rhino released "X - 
The Best: Make The Music Go Bang," a two-CD retrospective. -- Los Lobos have included a 
version of MARIE MARIE on Ride This. It's an EP of seven cover songs by artists who 
worked on The Ride CD. The version of MARIE MARIE  is the only concert recording on the 
EP (recorded at the Aladdin Theater in Portland, Ore., on 8/26/99). — The Knitters new album 
release has been pushed off until June or September. A few labels have shown interest. — 
Dave Alvin will record a song for a Nick Lowe Tribute CD. — Look for a Dave Alvin inter-
view in Vintage Guitar magazine. — Dave Alvin joined Little Milton on stage at the Long 
Beach Blues fest on 9/5/04. Dave sang ASHGROVE with Milton’s band and Little Milton took 
the solo on the song. Then Dave played lead guitar as Milton sang SHAKE, RATTLE, AND 
ROLL and BLUES ARE ALRIGHT. — Dave Alvin plans to record a new album in 2005 with 
the Guilty Men on Yep Roc Records.   ~~ AM 



along with everyone else. 
     Near the end of her set, Macy made 
a reference to how hot it was, and that’s 
where her ‘naked’ statement came in. 
Macy finished up, and the stage was set 
for the Blasters. A DJ for the local sta-
tion putting on the festival introduced 
the boys. He was pumped up for the 
Blasters appearance, exhorting the 
crowd to get on its feet, especially the 
folks in the VIP section. They all did, 
and the DJ introduced the Blasters. 
     Dave, Phil, John, and Bill took the 
stage and before Phil had a chance to 
say anything, Dave went right into 
RED ROSE. The sound was a bit muddled, and distorted but it still rocked. The guys seemed to 
be in good spirits. Dave was smiling throughout, and Phil seemed especially up to the chal-
lenge. Inspired by the large throng of people and the headline status, he was even more ani-
mated, and was in great voice. His voice carried over the large venue, and was easy to see why 
his vocal cords are a musical instrument. 
TROUBLE BOUND was next, then BIG F CHORD. That’s when he made his ‘loquacious’ re-
mark. Dave took an extended solo on this. 
     There were many people in attendance unfamiliar with the Blasters. But the audience really 
started to get into the groove with BIG F CHORD. Phil weaved his way through the song, and 
with his grin beaming on the video screens in close-up, I imagine the unfamiliar fans felt as if 
they were discovering a gem they never knew about. I bet record stores might have a run to-
morrow on Blaster material. 
     BORDER RADIO followed, with I'M SHAKIN’ backing that up, sending the crowd in a 95-
degree frenzy. Dave ambled up to the mic, and mentioned about Diddley not being there, and 

wishing him well. Phil added that Bo, 
"had a Florida bug." Phil then dedi-
cated I LOVE YOU SO to Bo. After 
the song Dave approached the mic and 
said: “That was a Bo Diddley song, 
and were gonna do another." 
      And what a neat surprise it was 
when they did YOU CAN’T JUDGE 
BOOK BY ITS COVER. Phil really 
tore this one up. He gave this song the 
same treatment as he did in the Blast-
ers Going Home DVD when he sang 
HAVE MERCY BABY. A definite 
gem. The boys might not have had too 
much rehearsal on this, as they started 
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the song, Phil was raising his hand, as if it 
was not starting to his liking. Either Dave 
didn’t see him, or didn’t want to stop, as 
the band kept playing. Phil then gave up, 
dropped his hand, and tore it up. 
     Phil then made a dedication to Sonny 
Boy Williamson, doing one of his songs 
called NO NIGHTS BY MYSELF. Phil 
gave the deserved mention of Lee Allen on 
SO LONG BABY GOODBYE getting the 
crowd rollin' and reelin'. Special guest time 
was up as Phil introduced Billy Boy Ar-
nold as the "Phi Beta Kappa of Chicago 
Blues." Mr. Beta Kappa sang WANDER-
ING EYE. 
     Keith Wyatt then joined the fray, although current Blaster drummer Jerry Angel never made 
an appearance as advertised.  Phil introduced Wyatt as “The other Blasters guitarist." This 
could have gone either one or two ways. It could have been awkward with both Dave and Keith 
up there. Or, a once in a lifetime chance to see two great Blasters guitar players jamming. I'm 
glad I was there. 
     Keith stood to Phil’s left and Dave in his regular spot on his right, as the band went from 0 
to 60 in about 3.2 seconds with MARIE MARIE. The only thing hotter was the weather. The 
song just blistered. It was incredible to see Dave and Keith play off each other. Keith took the 
first solo in the song, and then Dave took the next. 
     ONE BAD STUD followed with Keith again taking the first solo, and Dave taking it home. 
Near the end, Dave and Keith were literally inches from each other, going back and forth. At 
the end, Dave leaned over to Keith, and he pointed back and forth, between him and Wyatt. 
What he wanted was for them to trade licks at the end, as Phil called for the ending segment of 
the song. Phil sang the final words bringing the band to a stop. Dave and Keith come to the 
front of the stage, on each side of Phil. Keith played a few notes and then pointed to Dave. 
Dave did his little thing, and then Dave 
tossed his pick in the air, but the wind caught 
it, and he missed it. So, Dave dug deep, got 
another pick, tossed it, caught it, and the 
band read the cue and finished the big chord 
ending. The band then left the stage. 
     Coming back out for the encore, Dave 
went up the mic, and thanked everyone for 
their support, and asked the crowd to: 
"Support my brother, he needs all the help he 
can get." I’m thinking this was in reference 
to the upcoming release, and tour. Phil re-
plied jokingly: "I just need all the support I 
can get." Dave’s comment seemed to be a 
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sincere genuine concern for Phil’s chance to re-activate the new Blasters with their new album 
and tour. Nice to hear. 
     They did DADDY ROLLIN’ STONE with Keith really bustin' chops on this. Phil dedicated 
the last song to "all you guys" in the audience – AMERICAN MUSIC. This was very different 
but the best version I’ve ever heard. It was about 8 minutes long, Keith took the first lead, and 
then Dave later. But Dave changed it up mid-song. As he was about to go into his solo, he kind-
of made a nod to the band as if saying: ‘I’m about to mix it up, follow me, and hang on.’ He 
did, and they did. 
     Mid-way through his solo, he took it real low, and started playing real soft, and Phil and 
Keith stopped playing, tapping along on their guitars, and it was just Dave, Bazz and Bateman. 
It’s very similar to the Blasters recording of KATHLEEN where at the end of the song, the 
band is rocking along then takes it down a notch. Then as the piano solos, the band kicks it up 
again, to a rising finish. This was the same – Amazing! 
     I’ve seen the Blasters about 8 times now, and this was easily the best combination of ending 
songs I’ve ever seen - Hands down! The highlights were seeing how strong vocally Phil was 
and the intensity he sings with. He was in top vocal form. Also the interplay between Dave and 
Keith was a treat. They were playing in tandem and both seemed to be enjoying themselves. 
Several times they were right up next to each other, handing it back and forth on guitar. 
     I couldn’t help but think, as I was watching this display of Blaster wizardry, that Keith 
seemed to be paying homage to Dave—giving Dave the respect he's due. I’m sure je is honored 
to be carrying on the tradition of Blaster guitarists, and sharing the stage with Alvin, who’s re-
sponsible for the great Blaster legacy that Wyatt continues on with today. 
     I also couldn’t help but think that Dave was like a proud parent, prowling the stage, showing 
the "new kid" how it all started. But also, like a 
proud parent, playing up there with Wyatt, to 
prove how good this guy is. The guitar spot in 
the band is in good hands. It’s American Music. 
It’s the greatest sound, right from the USA. 
 

SET LIST - Red Rose, Trouble 
Bound, Big F Chord, Border Radio, 
I’m Shakin, I love You So, Can’t 
Judge A Book By It’s Cover, No 
Nights By Myself, So Long Baby 
Goodbye, Wandering Eye (w/Billy 
Boy Arnold), Marie Marie, One Bad 
Stud. Encore: Daddy Rollin' Stone, 
American Music.     ~~ AM 

Bill Bateman Joins the Cramps 

Bill Bateman has become the new drummer in the 
Cramps. He played his first gig July 4th weekend at 
Irvine CA’s Hootenany festival.  
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It's Miller Time!  
Chris Miller joins the Guilty Men  

June 2004 - Dave Alvin's long 
awaited new album Ashgrove is 
about to be released and the Guilty 
Men are getting ready to hit the road 
for the summer tour. Rick Shea had 
recently left the band after six years 
to concentrate on his own music. In 
steps Chris Miller, an Austin based 
guitarist with an impressive resume. 
I spoke with Chris on the Seattle stop 
of the Ashgrove tour. I found out that 
Chris Miller is from the Northwest. 
He had quite a few fans at the Port-
land Oregon show. 
 
JN - So I heard that you're from 
Portland. 
CM - ...ish. I graduated from High 
School there. 
JN - You were in the Razorbacks.  
CM - We were a three piece. I played guitar. 
JN - Didn't you open for... 
CM - The Blasters 
JN - I knew it! I saw that show. 
CM - Yeah, at The Central. And we also opened for the Romantics and The Cruzados. 
JN- So what other bands have you played in? 
CM - In Austin I played with Wayne Hancock, Lavelle 
White, Ted Roddy, Chris Gaffney, Marcia Ball, Sarah Brown, 
The Hollisters. 
JN - So you just made the rounds with all the great Austin 
bands. 
CM - Yeah. 
JN - So how did you get the gig in Dave's band? 
CM - He called me. Dave and I have been friends for quite a 
while. I always told him I wanted the gig if it ever became 
available. 
JN - How much rehearsal time did you have with the band? 
CM - Two days. 
JN - Two days? Wow. What are some of your favorite songs 
to play on the tour so far? 
CM - Somewhere in Time, Out of Control, and Dry River. 
So, once many years ago a guy named Chris was in a 
band that opened for a band with a guy named Dave 
in it. Now Chris is in Dave's band. It's all come full 
circle. As it should be. 

Interview by Jon Noe 
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~~ AM 
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Original Blasters Vinyl Release 
Raucous Records in England has released a 10” vinyl 
version of the Blasters 2002 Live Trouble Bound CD 
(licensed from HighTone records). The EP has nice 
packaging and uses the Blasters first album logo. This 
10" LP is a strictly limited vinyl release of only 1000. 
Track listing: RED ROSE ~ TROUBLE BOUND ~ 
LONG WHITE CADILLAC ~ I'M SHAKIN' ~ BLUE 
SHADOWS ~ I WISH YOU WOULD ~ SADIE'S 
BACK IN TOWN ~ SO LONG BABY GOODBYE ~ 
AMERICAN MUSIC ~ MARIE MARIE.  Order at 
www.raucousrecords.com  

Blasters and Dave Alvin on the web 
Www.BlastersNewsletter.com 

Www.DaveAlvin.com           Www.TheBlasters.com 
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