Beginnings:

Club Traditions

In 1907 SBYC was accepted for membership in LYRA and in that same year races
among motorboats were encouraged by the Club with trophies awarded. In an effort to
accommodate powerboats, a gasoline tank was housed in a building on Club property to
provide a supply of fuel for members’ boats. As time went on interest in the sport waned,
prompting “the prize cup for motor boats be canceled” due to the fact that the power boat
committee was unable to elicit enough support for racing.
July 4th was always a big day at the Club with sailboat racing and a number of other
“water sports” held. Awards were given in the form of a club pin to the winners of the
yacht races, as well as in the bow-paddling canoe race, the 100 ft. swimming race, tub
races, “and other such features that the committee in charge might arrange.” (Hmmm,
sounds like a plan for our Fleet Captain, don’t you think?)
In 1907 the Club held its first Annual Clambake with 75 members attending. Racing
trophies were awarded at this time, and the Club was presented with a saluting cannon.
At the 1908 Annual Meeting a junior membership was adopted for those under 21 years
without voting rights, and dues one half the regular amount. At that same meeting it was
said “there was no report from the House Committee except that they did not succeed in
pumping the water out of the Club grounds.” (Hmmm, some things never change……).
During this period the dues rose to $3.00 annually, and there were between 90 and 124
members. End of the year balances were never over $100. The Club had a mortgage on
the property and was seeking contributions to reduce it, and yet there were future plans.
There were proposals to enlarge the clubhouse and to purchase additional land. In 1909 it
was decided that the Club donate $25 to build a well, with whatever balance needed, be
secured from club members.
It’s nice to reflect on our traditions and realize we haven’t changed all that much... July
4th racing, social events and gatherings, meetings, committees and future plans continue
to this day to be held together by a membership willing to help when called upon, willing
to be caretakers of traditions that span the lifetime of our club.!
✢ Rosemary Willette
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