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NEXT TUP rCETINGS;- At the Gallipoli Memorial Club,12-14 Loftue Street,Sydney,commencing
st 14QQ hours In The Anzac Room (lunch available in the Dining Roam 
tetueen 1200 hours and 1400 houra);- 

TUESDAY,27th.JANUARY - Normal Monthly Meeting (
TUESDAY,24th.FEBRUARY - Annual General Meeting CCommittee uill meet at 1130 houra in the 

Anzac Room.

■ .NNUAL GENERAL MEETINGr- 
Notice

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (Continued)
is hereby given that the Annual Gen­

eral Meeting of The 2/4 Infantry Battalion 
Ausociutlon uill be held in T^e Anzac Room 
of the Gallipoli Memorial Club,12-14 Loft- 
ua Street,Sydney,on Tuesday,24th.rebTuary, 
1987,commencing at 1400 hours.
BUSINESS and AGENDA;
(1) Open Meeting - President calls for tuiu 

minutes silence in memory oF Fallen & 
Departed Comradea.

(2) President uelcomes Viaitors 8 Members.
(3) President calls for Apolcgiea.
(4) Reading and confirmation of the Minut­

es of the previous Annual General Mee­
ting.

(5) Business arising out of the Minutes.
(6) Correapondence (a) IN and (b) GUT.
(7) To receive and,If thought fit^dopt

The Reports of the Presldsnt'^ecretQTy ^ 
Treasurer (including Balance Sheet and

(10) Contd.r
(a) That this Aesociatlan'a Journal/Neus- 

lEtteT,*'Uhlte over QreBn",ahull revest 
to Monthly production;

(b) That In the event of different circum­
stances prevailing to require other 
than Monthly production of the above 
Journal/Neualetter any decision to 
alter the foregoing decision be made 
on a recornmendatior of the then Ed­
itor endorsed by the Committee and 
approved/adapted at a normal Ikinthly 
Meeting of Members of the Aaeoclation.

The tuo Notices of Motion ii;ere moved 
by A.Carpenter and aeconded by A.Lin- 
dsoy.

(11) President to declare vacant all pcslticns 
on the Executive and Committee,and to

r to conductappoint a Re 
an election^. for t.. „

nof Office QeSrers for Year End­
ing i/ebruary 1900; Office Titles and the 
number of Offlc

Financial Statements).lileyare Officer, 
Pensiona Offleer,Editors a

(8) To elect Life Member(a) as recoiwnended 
by the Committee.

(9) To confirm the Committae'a appointment 
of Ted Fox aa Editor of "Uhite over Gr- 
eenH

(10) To consider,and to adopt if thought fit, -—
the fallowing Motions of which Notice of 
Motion has been prooerly gi

(12 ect

ordance'8
iulth the HPfiiiitTtTno''et the ^mrt 

r. Ga^inlng Offiaoi

ven; n-yf. .pro p >en(ii4stfinCefiuSrtr
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PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT;- PRESIDENT'S AWIMUflL REPORT (Continued)?-

In closing I iiilah all Members, and fomilies. 
Good Health and Happineaa for the ensuing 
year,and 1 express the hope and the belief 
that OUT 2A Gattallon Association uill 
from success to success.
It has been my pleasure and honour to 
you as your President and I look forioard to 
another reuiarding year should I be re-elect­
ed for 0 f'urtlier term.

Respectfully Subtnitted:Alf Carpenter. 
O-O-D-Q-0

SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPDRT;-

Another year in the history of our Aaaociation 
has passed successfully and nou ue may look 
fcruard to a neu and equally satisfactory 
year.
During 1905 our main functions,I,a.Anzac Day 
and Country Reunion,uere uell attended end 
□nee more uoine "long time no see" old faces 
presented themselvea - obviously one of the 
benefits (not Fringe) of retiring from the 
lilork Force. It mould be nice to see more of 
our Members attend the 0000 hours March and 
Ureath-laying Ceremony next Anzac Day.
Tiijc Church Parades mere attended by Members 
of this Association,one at The Garrison Church 
Lo commemorate the Greece and Crete campa 
and out annual Association of Ath.Infantry 
Uattallons Parade at St.Anne's Church at 
5trathfield,uhere our Colours are "laid up". 
Again it mould be appreciated if more Members 
could/uould attend these annual parades.
As must be expected nom that the pasaing of 
time la affecting all of ua,ue lost quite 
number of old comrades during 1966 but it la 
gratifying,especially to grieving relatives, 
that incteaslng numbers of our Members 
nouadays free to attend and pay their last 
respects to a departed comrade.
During the year the Aesocletion purchased a 
supply of Miniature Dattalion Medola uhleh 
can be obtained from me M S6.00 or posted @ 
S6.50. Miniature medals mere designed to be 
morn at night'that rule la not aluays applied 
but me do mention here that they should n' 
be morn on Anzac Day uhen only full-size 
formal issue medals may be
Our Monthly Meetings have been uell attended 
and I urge oil Members to be regular in 
presenting themselves,thus encouraging the 
hard-uorking Committee to continue being 
hard-uorking.
I uish all Members and their famlliea a happy 
and worry-free 1987.

Fred Staggs - Hon.Sec.
0-0-0-0-D

EDITOR'S ANNUAL REPORT:-

It is with extreme pleasure that I submit 
my report for the Year Ending February'87 
and I am confident that the enthusiasm of 
our Members,engendered over many years,is 
as great as ever.This ia evidenced by the 
increasing number of Members attending at 
Monthly Meetings,the Overage noy being in 
excess of fifty per Meeting. Our Monthly 
Meetinijs ure conducted in u hoppy caring 
stmosphere .. HAPPY as membera jneet 
enjoy the comradeship of old friends ulth 
yhom uere shared the privilege of serving 
our great Nation In the struggle to pres­
erve Freedom .. CARING because we are all 
mutually concerned about the yelfare and 
health of each other and those near & dear 
to us. These are the bonds uhich have kept 
□ttr Aosoclatlon strong and virile R uhich 
yill continue to do so.
To all Members yho have suffered bereave­
ments during the year I extend my heart - 
felt Sympathy.
One of the highlights of the year surely 
yould be the coach trip to Perth yith the 
yonderful reunions in Melbourne,Adelaide, 
Perth. The Uice-Preaidents in the States 
visited all expressed appreciation of the 
visit und ineniiuned tl'e enthuaiaam it had 
engendered in their Members.Incidentally, 
our tour to Cairns in August this present 
year I'tas already been booked-out, yith 
uialting-llst commenced to cater for 
ellatlons.
My report must also contain some mention 
of our Inverell Reunion uhich was a trem­
endous success. All Association Members 
have requested me to paaa on to Roes 
Nance Smit^heir local committee and 
others yho helped in so many ways to make 
our stay in Inverell so yonderful,their 
grateful thanks,
Clilc Sleeman and his committee hove arra- 
rifjementa yell in hand for our 1987 Reuni­
on at Nelson's Bay.Because this is a hol­
iday resort it has been necessary to arr­
ange our activities for Tuesday flilednesday 
und Ttiursday,20th.,21st.,22nd. of October 
but it is felt that this period ahould'nt 
be oieadvantageoue as many Members uill 
doubt uvall themselves of the occasion to 
take a holiday as uell as attending the 
Reunion.
The special committee headed by Allen Li­
ndsay ia actively collating information, 
and ideas,for our SOth.Anniversary celeb­
rations uhich will take place in 
in November 1989. A suggestion arising at 
Inverell Reunion was that each Member uho 
attends the Anniversary Reunion should be 
asked to year a suitable photograph of 
self taken during his Army Days..could be 
of some merit.
Our Monetary Funds are healthy,ever under 
the watchful scrutiny of our Treasurer,so 
that uill ensure that our 9Gth.Reunion is 
the success that it's importance demands.
My thanks must again be recorded for the 
loyal support given by all Association 
Metnbera in respect of our functions,meet­
ings and parades. My special thanks go to 
our Office Searers and Committeemen,uhose 
responsibility it ia to ensure the smooth 
running of the Association.
To our Patron Sir Ivan,and the Gallipoli 
Memorial Club under Harry Gjedsted, may I
say that your help end support l__
■■ much to yeld our As*- iation Intf 
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□ n behalf of Retiring Editor Laurie bJeter- 
house.and myself,! report that all Assoc­
iation equipment (etc.) needed for the print­
ing of our Neusletter la nou,with the great 
co-operation of Horry Gjedsted,located at the 
Gallipoli Memorial Club from where the Journal 
uill be produced henceforth with assistance 
from volunteer "lil.O.G. Urappers and Folders 
of the human kind". I,pBrsDnally,am still 
uearing a Learner's Badge as Editor and I do 
seek your forebearance if my inexperience 
causes (too) many errora.Uith Laurie's tuition 
(until he migrates North) I can only improve.

D-B-O-D-0 '''ea Pox-
Treasurer's Report and Financial Statements 
(etc.),and any ather Reports,will appear in 
the February issue of this Journal.

D-D-a-O-D
has d- ’

!? t
IJ-Q-O-O
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AGUOCIATION CHRISTW>S PARTY:- ULLl’MKL HU-'UHT:-

Taking the place of a normal Monthly Meet­
ing,our Christmas Party uas held at the 
Gallipoli Memorial Cluh on the afternoDn 
of Llednesday,17th.December,1986,and uas 
attended by alxty-six 2Athers includinq 
OUT ladies. The atmosphere uas similar to 
that uhich prevails at Country Reunions & 
everyone had an enjoyable and convivial 
time,especially us President Alf had inj­
ected our Treasurer with a "neneroslty 
potion"uhich resulted in the club staff 
being kept busy attending to our needs, 
uhich they did ulth their usual efficiency 
and courtesy.
After officially uelcoming Sir Ivan & Lady 
Daugherty and similarly addressing all 
present(President Alf formally thanked 
Laurie Uaterhouae for his past efforts as 
Editor and requested Heather Fox,aa the 
tncuiiilini CcJiior'u ulfn.tn pruuunt t'lauuru 
to Joy liioterhouse.the retiring Editor's 
uife,as a tribute to support of Laurie so 
freely given by her throughout hia term of 
service to the AaBociatlon.
.lohn Rlngrose accepted thla Editor's appoint­
ment of him as official "NAME-TAHER" for our 
various functions and uomplled the folluuing 
Hat of those attending the party:- 
Sir Ivan & Lady Dougherty,Alf Carpenter, 
Doreen Manuel,Harry & Hilda Ulright,Alex Dick, 
Gaydon Adrien Collia,Horry X Margo Cjedstcd, 
Les jones,Sheila McIntosh,Molly Irvine,John & 
Nell Houkins.Oelma Silver,Vera Ualsh,Laurie & 
Jay Ueterhouse,tilal & Molly Johnston,Garry & 
Joan Hart,Jim S Sells Sadler,Frank Ivey,Hen & 
Fi Kesteven,Alex ("Biscuits") & Meg Arnott, 
Dave % Sally Follingtan,Mick("No-change")
□'Regan,Lionel S June Clarke,Phyl Chrystal,
Rex X Olga Everson,Norm & Nita Auberson,Les 
Fox,Alex & Jean Maxuell,Vic Forbes,Ferd Pegg, 
Andy Phillips,Fred Staggs,Enid Latimer,Cec & 
Mrs.Lauson,Larry X Yvonne Dooley,Harold X 
Non! BDuman,Lang X Colleen Stronach, Allen 
Lindsay,Athol Heath,John Meehan,"Slim“PouBrs, 
Ray ("Mick") Hyem.Hen ("Slim"-did anyone knou 
he uas "Hen") Venn,Ted & Heather Fox,X John 
ingrosB.

lile opologise for any omnisslons and record 
upoloyieo from Bill X Guen MacLennan,Bob X 
Nina Fergueson.
NOTE for Phil ("Blah") Smith!-Vou uill be 
inlurestcd to sue the name of Roy ("Mick")
Hyem who uas an original member of the Pioneer 
Platoon and then your batman in the Mortar 
PluLoon bufuru being taken P.U.til. in Greece.

□.□.Q.Q.Q

Visited at Treaothan Nursing Home.Leura;
NX3939 - Barker,E. - visited by Bob Lever 

uho reports that Ted ia reason­
ably uell.

Visited at Concord Repot.Gen.Hospital;
IVXB5BA - Buckley pS.E.liJ, - lilerd L3G - Sid 

uus seriously ill and is since 
deceased.

Visited at R.S.L.Nursing Home.Narrabeen;
NXIG^ - r.iiplnnd,J.n. - vioiied by Ken X

Fi Keateven and Heather Fox -John
looked very uell and uas in good 
spirits (the mental kind) but he 
says he Is eating too much and 
putting on excess uelght (uhich 
uas not apparent to hia visitors.

Briefly at the Sanitarium Hospital;
NX931 MacLennan.Ul.F.F. - Bill use taken 

to the hospital on the night of 
Gunduy 1Ath.DucumUer,100C,uith u 
severe and unaccountable pain in 
his back. After tests on the next 
day he uas ordered to rest in bed 
and elected to do so at home In
□rdur to obtain the additional 
uoTuforto □vailiibla there.

LAST PDST;-
NX 98
NX'i2537
NX3fi5L
NX9530
NXIbOSSa
NX66LM*
NX191Q91

- Chrystal,C,H,
- miaon,Ul.N.
- Campbell,C*C
- Bonham,S.R.
- McCloy,J,N,
- GargentfA.
- Gillard,C.A.(1B/1D/86).

Harry (iJright.

Q-O-a-0-0

THE BOMBER COMMAND MEDAL

Marry GJedsted has supplied data 
concerning a neu medal uhich has 
become available to ex-members 
of Bomber Command.I quote from 
hia letter:
"Our Association has an unsur­
passed record for initiatives X 
for getting things done for the 
benefit of Members and others.
One of our "firata" uas the int­
roduction of our Battalion Medal, 
unil u8 uos expected our action 
has been folloued by other Ass- 
ociations including the Commando 
and "Ruts of Tobruk" Aosociat- 
ions.
The attached article on "The Bom­
ber CoiTBTiBnd Medal"ohould there­
fore be of Interest to all our 
Meinbers,especially those uho tran­
sferred to the R.AvA.F.uhilst ue 
uere in Daruln and uho served In 
□amber Commend In Europe."

The article about the medal Is 
reproduced on the last page of 
this Neusletter.

0-0-a-D-D

fJEyCASTLE NElilSt-

The Novocastrlans held their Christmas B.Q.Q. 
ut the home of Doreen Manuel on Sunday,ILth. 
December. A moat enjoyable day uas had by all. 
Those in attendance uere?-
Alf Carpenter.Doreen Manuel,Pat X Guen Rruty.
Doug X Deidre Milne,Jack X Mary Partridge uho 
hud come down from the Pear Tree,George X Heather 
Mitchell,Joe X Guen nohle,Nael S Marie liloolcatt, 
Chic X Dot Gleeman.Guy X Math X Kobe Mitchell, 
Jean PalmeriRon X Suzette Miller.
A delicious meal uas very capably cooked by 
President Alf ( a better cook than a carpenter) 
ULiulutud by Hun Mlilur.
Thanks,Doreen,for making your home available.

Geurije Mitchell.

TRIUIATA:-
The mailing address of our Treas- 
urur iu uliouM ofi Lhu Prunt pugc 
of this-Journal but the unpublish­
ed fact is that he resides in 
TRANQUILITY PLACE. Tranquility?? 
With Allen Lindsay??? Is that at 

po.=lblg,gljjrln7
D-G-0-0-0
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\J(^LZ - Cecil Henry CHRVSTAL;-

After a long and uncomrortablc Illness,in 
I,III* I’lirl y mnrnlni] of Thuradny Ath,D»-cuinlj- 
or, l9/lti,Cec Chrystal onsuiered the "LAST 
L'ALL" and uas laid to rest on Monday 6th. 
December after a Service at St.James'Ang- 
lican Church,Castlacrag.
The Church Service uas conducted by the 
Reverend John Griffiths who had been the 
Rector of that church,for uhich the 
laition of land and the building of it had 
very greatly Involved Ccc,and he uas the 
some Minister uho had performed the marri- 
u<)c ccremoniBa for Cec and Phyl Chrystal' 
three daughters and the baptism of their 
'itany grandchildren.
At the church the eulogy uiaa delivered by 
Sir Ivan Dougherty uiho refeiTeti to Dec's 
pre-war.uartime and post-war service to 
Australia and hla local community, 
in particular,Sir Ivan referred to that 
occasion during the early days of the wot 
In Greece when,to the south-west of Vevi, 
Cec reported that a number of German mach­
ine puna were being dug in near the rail­
way line and road junction.Communication 
I'ucilitieo wore soinewhat restricted at the 
time but Cec relayed the enemy position to 
2nd.Royal Horse Artillery by telephone via 
?/'i lln.ll.n. rjiul illrccteil tht'ir firu uti tu 
the Hermen poaltlan with ultimate succeau. 
Leu was born in Cootamundra.N.S.Ul. ,on Lth. 
May,1917,ond at the age of 20 yearu,in 
1937,he joined 4th.Auat.Inf.Bn.(Militia).
In that Unit he uua commissioned as □ Lie­
utenant In February 1939. He transferred 
tu the 2nd.A.I.F. at the outbreak of ul.y.2 
and became NX5G. On Lth.November,1939,he 
was posted to 2/4 Aust.Inf.Bn.and subsequ­
ently uBB promoted to the rank of Captain. 
After the war,and his "release from Active 
Service",Cec qualified at Sydney University 

a Real Estate Agent and Valuer with the 
OnircoQ of "F.n.E,T,,R»E«I.V.(Aust,)"and 
"G.F1.V." .later being appointed a Justice 
uf the Peace and^in a ceremony at Victoria 
Harracks in 1940,being awarded the Effic­
iency Decoration.
Leu'a poot-wur service to the coFimunity 
included Presidency of the Castle Cove 
Public School Parents'and Citizens'Assoc- 
iation(Chairmen of Roseville Golf Club's 
Legacy Day Charity Committee,President for 
two terme of our own Association and,of 
course,he was Chairman of the two Committ­
ees which produced our Dfficiol History 8 
the “Dougherty"Biography.
At (Vorthern Suburbs Crematorlom the R.S.L. 
Lervlce woo conducted by Ted Fox.
Hurry Urlijhl recorded the rolluuing 
onnel as being present to pay their last 
respects to Cecil Chrystal:
Sir Ivan Dougherty,Alf Carpenter,Allen 8 
I'lloria Lindsay,Fred Staggs,John Hawkins,
Ted 8 Heather Fox,George Stauk,Harold &
Del Silver,Norm Aubersan.Ferdie Pegg,
Athol Heath,Bill & Gusn MecLennan.Harry 8 
Marge GJed3ted,01ck Pinson,Vic Forbes,Cec 
Powers,Rex Everson,Tom Gorman,Alex Max­
well,Allan Dohle.Olll Parry,Chris White,
Hob rerguQson,Dave Folllngton,Larry and 
fvonne Dooley,Frank Ivey,Ric 8 Ali 
Lurter.Ken 8 Fi Keateven,Trevor Richard­
son,Peter Cade 8 daughter Margaret,Harold 
8 Nani Bowmon.Leng StrDnach.Oarney Turley,
• liici 8 .liiuii Huntoii,Marry 8 Hilda Llritjlil,
Jean Juukett 8 daughter Clare MeShane,
Enid Luiitnur.Dr.Tom Selby (b Div.),Stev' 
McOoijijul (fi Dlv.-?
8 Frank Jolitiourifbi. 
i>rlHi|o M.B.L.).

VALE - S.E.QI. (Sid) BUCKLEYt-

After a short recent illnesa Sid Buckley 
died on 23rd.December,1966,and hla burial 
at Field of Mara CDmEtory,Rvde,tDok place 
on 29th.December.
The eulogy spoken by Alf Carpenter dealt 
with Sid's service to Australia and its 
Allies in two wars - l,e.lilJ2 8 Korea.
At the outbreak of blbl2 Sid enlisted in the 
2nd.A.I.F.and became an original member 
2/4 Aust,Inf.Bn..number NXB5B4, He sailed 
in the first convoy to the Middle East in 
January 194Q.
He remained with our battalion until the 
cessation of hostilities in 194S and saw 
active service in the first campaign In 
Libya,then Greece and Crete,the Northern 
Territory of Australia and the Atherton 
Tablelands,finally the Aitape to Wewok 
campaign in New Guinea.
Upon discharge from the 2nd.A»I.F. Sid 
intended to Join the Army of Occupation 
but "gave It away" when he learned that 
he would be required to spend consider­
able time in re-training at Greta Camp.
In 19'in Sid volunteered for active ser­
vice in Korea and fought with 3 Bn.Royal 
Australian Regiment.This Regiment was 
subsequently awarded the United States c 
Aitiurluu Pi'uuiduntlul Citation.

acq-
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The followinq is quoted from a letter re­
printed in the Monthly "U.O.G.” of Sept­
ember 1992,the writer being Sgt.G.A.Wella 
of 3 Hn.R.A.R.and a mate of Bid Buckley:
“Un October 2nd.the big push started and 
we crosaeri the Imjin River,the country 
being rugged and heart-breaking.Battle 
Orders hod been given,M11123B had been 
taken by "0" Coy,,Hill 199 by "A" Coy.,and 
the battalion moved on across the "Koyang- 
clai" Valley and attacked such hills as 160 
where was wounded your own Sid Buckley,who 
had built up a great reputation as a leader 
of men and a great soldier."
Sid was wounded in the forehead at Yalu 
River.He had an Owen Gun and had shot an 
enemy soldier whexn he thought was dead b*'t 
that was not so.Armed with a Russlan-mai 
sub-machine gun the "dead" soldier shot bid. 
A metal plate was Inserted In Sid's forehead 
wound but some years later in West Aust.he 
was admitted to Perth Repat.Hoapital where 
the plate was removed and a bone graft uas 
performed,which gave Sid much relief.
Bid Buckley certainly gave more than one 
man's share of Service to Country and no 
doubt his war service and injury finally 
contributed tu his dsatti.
The R.S.L.Ceremony at the graveside was per­
formed by Air Carpenter and participated in 
by Harry Uright.
According to Harry Ulright'a records the 
following 2/4thcrs were in attendance:
Alf Carpenter,Allen Lindsay,Fred Staggs,
John Hawkins,Laurie Uaterhouse.Ted Fox,
Hen Kesteven.Alex Maxwell,"Slim" Venn,Dick 
Pinson,Alan Bohle,Trevor Richardson,John 
RingT03e,Oab Fergusoon,Athol Heath,George 
Stack,Frank Ivey,Dave Follington,Dea Finch, 
Rex Everson,Ted McCafferey,Harry Wright, 
Cliff "Bquizzie" Taylor,Harold Bowman,Ted 
lililson,Tom McNamara,Jack Eastham.Jack Garvey, 
Vic Forbes,Tom Tracey,and Doreen Manuel,
Joan Maxwell.Joyce Ringrose.

'to utiend Bid's

us

purs-

aon

Mpuloijico I'ur 
funural were received from Harry GJedsted, 
Lon Uloomflcld.

O-O-U-O-n'■Ot.),Bob Apple' 
rreasiuer of

-H-H-ll
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\1I\LC - Lulln ChurlKU CAtngbKll (Contd»)t-

lile heurd the Minister tell of hia many 
exploits and no doubt Colin Charles Camp­
bell's uar service finally caught up uith 
him and hastened his end,but so long' os 
men and yomen may walk in freedom,in 
peace and uith honour,he uill rest easy. 
He uas a good mar.Like us all«he had his 
momenta of strength and bis moments of 
ut'uKiiuuu,lilu time of ijlury and his time 
of darkneao.Uc say 'Fareuell,ald Mate,you 
have earned eternal peace -

Your duty done,nor time nor evil 
chance stain your name,
Ur Lti'iiiij yuu cciice of loocl 

Tu hie riimlly,his mutes onU many friends, 
ue of Usuchope R.S.L.Sub-Qranch offer our 
sincere and despEst sympathy."

D-U-n-O-Q

uni.l - Colin Charles CflMPIlCLL:-
* ^Colin Campbell died on Thursday 11th.Dec­

ember, and uas buried at lilauchope on 
Monday 15th.December.
He uas an original member of 2/L Aust.lnf. 
Bn.,NX365L,and uill be remembered for a 
number of unusual incidents associated 
uith his army career.
fla a member of the Transport Platoon In 
I In." iMi'ly "lujriiu R hiujijy" iluyc In; cliuiiijuil 
the old expression "man bites dog" to "man 
bites harse”uhen he avenged himself in the 
atiovs manner after being sovaged on the 
shoulder by RenimentBl No.333,a horse he 
ili:i)i;rUiinI ju "tujj‘L-lirukun,|iurt-uuLiuu,umJ 
u1 1 viul ciuu".
He uas responsible for re-uniting tuo sis­
ters of Polish descent uho believed each 
other to be dead.One uas s lass he had met 
in Sydney amJ tu uMom Me hud promised tu 
write after leaving Austral la.The other 
he encountered serving in a gift shop in 
Qastina,Pale3tine,uhomat first he thought 
uas the same girl from Sydney,their like­
ness uas so great.Detective uork establ­
ished that her father and elder sister hod 
minrateri some years previously to Austral­
ia tiupiitij lu eurn enuugh muney tu send fur 
her mother and hcrsclf,and as far as ohe 
kneu they were dead.Colin urote to the girl 
in Sydney.confirmed that her history uas 
tiic some as the loss in Quetino,obtained u 
photograph front her and took It to her sio- 
tur.Thu Sydney girl Uiuuijlit that her inulher 
and sister had been killed in Poland.Thus 
the sisters uere re-united.
Culiti uuu u country lud and kneu soniethinii 
ahimt nnukeu anil lizznrila nii tbui when, in 
ttie Aitupe (IVeu Suinea) area,a member of a 
uood-gathering party bent doun to pick up 
a reptlle,uhlch he had Identified as a 
"legless lizzard",he uaa knocked sprawling 
by Colin uho correctly recoiinised it ac a 
death adder - 2 feet long.L inches uide.R 
uith fangs more than 3A of an inch long. 
Perhaps Colin's best-recalled exploit is 
his escape from the German Army,uith Ted 
Gieel and Percy Lane,after tuo days in 

> captivity in Greece.This remarkable story 
is recounted in our Uar History.
Esca Riordan,£iub Graham and Harry Doulinq 
represented our Association at Colin’s

NORTHERN W.U.U. NEU5;-
Sltrep from Dub GrahamtEsca Rlordan:

Hasn't seen Gill Gheruin for a uhile,but 
he la Q.K.
Geoff ("Gpiks") Galvin has moved to the 
Fnrstcr nren and uas helping Phil ("Dlah") 
limith tu build a house in that locality. 
John Smith of Mocksvllle is keeping in 
good shape.
bees Tim Ellis from Hernani occasionally 
ut the liuuravillc races.
No recent contact uitfi "Massa" Qrooks of 
Uoffa Harbour.
.Tim Flrnun has successfully completed a 
Fund Raising Appeal of S100,OOD.OD for 
Myilru-Therupy Paul ot the Hempsey District 
Hoapitol tu commcmnrnte Kempsey's Gesqui- 
Centenary Year.
Harry Dowling snd myself (Eeca) are in 
good health but Sam Hughes hasn't been in 
the liBBt of health at late.
Qest bJishco to Association Members for 1987.

Esca Riordan.

a

0-0-0-0-Q 
UESTERN AUSTRALIA NEyS;- 
Gitrep from Doug Slinger;
I quote from Doug's letter the main items: 
"Ue wish to record our appreciation of 
Laurie Uoterhouse for the fine Editor he 
has been and the good friend he has also 
been to the U.A.Contingent since ue came 
Into being. Up thank you (Ted) for taking 
on the tosk of keeping the lines of comm­
unication open in the interests of 2Ath. 
Battalion Assocn.members everyuhers.Ue do 
enjoy reading about old comrades-in-arms 
liver there,unU ubout □urselueo,and uc 
aider the "bJ.n.G," Journal a very Import­
ant aspect of keeping the ftsaociatlon alive. 
Ue ore a small group and our main way of 
operating over here at Perth is to meet for 
Quarterly Luncheon-Gst Togethers at the 
Perth Anzac Club,to enjoy a feu drinks uith 
the meal and each other's company,along 
uith our Ladies.These Get Togethers have 
been successful in keeping us intouch and 
most of us come along when the events 
notified.
T,perstinallv.have a very good appreciation 
□t uhal a great Association ue have become. 
My attendance ot Gosford,iilagga Uagga and 
Inverell Reunions has produced wonderful 
experiences through meeting up uith old 
comrades and finding neu ones as uell.Hope- 
fully,! and Ulilma uill arrive at Nelson's 
Bay,and "Dasher" and Lily Deacon - and it 
uould be great if some of the othar West 

tMi-U-il-ij^^^^®^t-x.au come too. (Cuntd.Pagr G).

funeral and Esca reports that the church 
service uas impreoBive.As the casket uas 
carried from the church a Piper played 
"riouero of the Foreat" and this uus rep­
eated uhen Colin uas committed to hie 
last resting place.Esca uaa Invited to 
purticipntc in tho nrovi^aldf; ceremony.
The following eulogy uas delivered by H 
mumber uf Uauchopu R.G.L.Gub-Uraiich:
"Time is catching up with us allialready 
many s gallant son has passed this uay 8 
now lies in this hallowed and sacred 
piece of lilaiichupe soil.The son that has 
ijuiie to join their this Uay ia one that 
thiu toun and this country can well be 
proud of.He was one o>' those 6th.Div­
ision heroes uho fought so valiantly in 
North Africa,Greece,Crete and New Guinea. 
In coiirage they were never defeated.His 
Unit U.JU 2/A iitfaiitry UutLulluu,ii) ubiuti 
he uas so proud.Ue ore also proud to have 
knoun him.His name is mentioned quite of­
ten in his Qsttalion's Uar History and 
his exploits are legend.
Ue,his males of schooldays and later ysarsi 
will miuu him and hiu ever ready antliluLe 
fnr any of our prohlemu.
(Coiitd.iiext coIi'"ii).

con-

are
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THE BOMBER COMMAND MEDAL
J.LN UAUTON.

A new medsl has been made available to ex- 
members of Bomber Command. Ii is of ctmro- 
nickel. 3bmm diameter, on a strai^u fixed 
suspender. 1'he obveise displays the central motifs 
of all aircrew brevets around the initials "RAP*, 
and a crown above. The reverse shows the under­
side of a Lancaster bomber, flanked by the dates 
1939-1945, and circled by the words, “A Tribute To 
The Aircrew of Bomber Command", in upper case 
type. The ribbon has a narrow red stripe to the

centre, on a broad dark blue ground, with a light 
blue border to cither side.

Although this isan unofficial medal, nevertheless 
the distributors require positive proof of service in 
Bomber Command before selling it to an applicant.

The question has been askeJ, why a medul for 
Bomber Command? Perhaps these facts may 
explain. 33% of the deaths in the Royal Australian 
Air Force in World War 2 occurred in R.A.F. 
Bomber Command. From S<*ptemher I939 to

May I943 the Command posted 8327 aircraft 
missing, and I79S aircraft crashed and written off 
on return from opemiiom over enemy territory. As 
a tour of opciulions was calculated as 30 sorties 
over the largei, when the number of aircraft shot 
down equalled 4% or more of ihe total dispatched, 
then the odds were .igainsi n cicwevcrcompletingu 
lour, in January I944 during raids on Berlin losses 
were 6.1%. Riiids on Sieiiin, Bru.iswick, and 
Magdeburg lost 7.2%. One raid on Leipzig lost 78 
aircraft or 9.3%. On a Had on Nuremburg on 3rd 
March 1944, 96 out of 795 aircraft failed to return 
— a massive H.8%! Ench flight over enemy 
territory was a battle — a biiltie against flak and 
night fighters lasting up to nine hours. At least 15 
Victoria Crosses were awarded in Bomber 
Command.

Aircrew who volunteered for Pathfinder 
Squadrons wcie allowed to assume the rank and 
pay of the next higher rank, but their tour of 
operations was extended to 45 sorties. If they 
completed their tour they reverted to their original 
rank and pay.

Much has been written denigrating the 
effectiveness of the R.A.F. bombing programme, 
but most writers ignore the heavy German 
involvement in counter measures. By September 
1943 a total of 8876 88mm guns, 24^0 light flak 
guns, and 7000 searchlights were in use. employing 
I million people each night. The Lufiwafrc 
estimated that for every bomber destroyed they

expended 2313 heavy shclb and 2458 light flak 
shells. One third of the German optical industry was 
employed on producing anii-aircrafi equipment, 
and one hall of the electrical. industry was 
producing radar sets for defence. Albert Speer, the 
German Minister for Armaments stated that it was 
not the destruction but, because ofthe vast amounts 
of war material and personnel reouired to combat 
the air raids, "this was the greatest Wt battle on the 
German side", (vide "Spandau Prison Dairy 

A comment has been made that "even the bloke 
who swept out (he hangar can get the Bomber 
Command Medal". I don't recollect too many 
hangars on the wind-^wept. iccy lowlands of 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, but 1 do remember 
ground staff servicing aircraft in the open dispersal 
bays around the perimeter with the snow thick on he 
the ground, and sleeping on bare concrete in tin 
Nissen huts with no hniing, and short rations, and 
being bombed by the Luftwaffe almost nightly. 
However I don't think any ex-member of Bomber 
Command would wear this medal for self 
giorification. — as is inscribed on the medal, it is" A 
IRIbUTH TO IHE AIRCREW OF BOMBER 
COMMAND".

Enquiries regarding this medal should be 
addressed to;—

John Burridge
9 Albert Street, Claremont •*
W.A. 6010

Ri‘ I'o 'Mk't' 1 rv tv, II a \l I'Tf" ,

Ll.u ul'flciul Journ,t] of tlii^ 

T.P.T. '.-'t.ijcn. by cottrto.sy oT 
Mr. Ion n«rton, author.)
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lilLBTLKW rtUSTRHLlfl ftiUS (Contd.);- EDITORIAL (Hontd.);-
Uu uuuld liku it to be made knoun that 
nluiiyo CM.jnv raumljurs of thu Atiuaclution 
looking us up uhen they venture to Perth K 
quite a feu have dropped in an us at var­
ious times and ue have been able to enter­
tain them. The "liJELCQME MAT" la well t tru­
ly out in Perth for viaiting 2/Lthers and 
ue are nou looking foruard to the arrival 
of President Alf for the Australian Surf 
nhampionshlps un Z&th.S 27th,March-hope- 
fully ue can all lunch together and then 
iju un a Liuilutilu outinq during the visit.
Un tichalf uf all ZAthcra and their ladies 
heretl ulsh all Members a Happy.Healthy & 
Prosperuus New Year.

ue Further,Editorial content nnr1 numment in 
this Journal ulll be confined to matters 
of concern or interest to our Country. 
our 2A Bn.Association,or Returned Serv­
ice Personnel.
The future of The Department of Veterans' 
Affairs is of concern inasmuch as there 
ure reputed to be moves afoot to amalgam­
ate it ulth The Depertment of Goclal Sec­
urity or other iilelfare Department.
It ic vH.cilly importunt lu Ihc ex-Cervicc 
comniinity that there should be a separate 
Minister and Dept.of Veterans' Affairs to 
specialise in mutters affecting Veterans. 
Members are urged to write to their local 
Member of Federal Parliament requesting 
them to reject nny moves to nmnlgnmnti; The 
Dept.of Veterans' Affaire uith any other 
Government Department.

G-n-o-n-n
MORE TRlVlflTA;- "A Hue or Nut u Uee";-

The Queen IJee is a hurtiy uoul,
Ghe thiimhs her riacL’ ;i1. hirth uuritrol;
Uhich is the roason beyond a doubt...
There arc so many sans uf heea about.

0-[i-a-G-n

Doug Slinger.
n-Q-ci-u-o

LUITURIAL:-
There might not be an "Editorial",aa such,
ill every isuiie uf thiu Journul but ulmn
there La I uauld Like it to be vinderstuod
Umt it win have been uompoaed & printed
without hiaa towurda Race,Creed or Pulit-
ica.Eapeciallv in reapect of Politic
editorial conmiBnt uUl have been madr
iiTBODBCtlve of unat Political Par* 
Novernment

Sj any
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