Hold Your Peace
Read: 1 Sam 10: 26-27

Focus Passage:
“And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and valiant men went with him, whose hearts God had touched. But some rebels said, “How can this man save us?” So they despised him and brought him no presents. But he [Saul] held his peace.”
Saul was anointed by Samuel to be the King of Israel.  As king, he could have ordered those who despised him to be killed immediately.  Instead, Saul held his peace.
Saul faced the disrespect of rebels, people of ungodly character who despised him and the recent anointing of his kingship.  Yet the Bible says Saul held his peace.  I love being reminded that there are times when we, too, need to hold our peace, [hold on to and not give away] to keep it, when we encounter difficult people.
We so often give away our peace by seeking the last word, fighting to be right, or defending our character.  Other times, we let what people say hurt our feelings and invade our thoughts, thereby disrupting our peace.  
Peace is a fruit of the Spirit, and we have the power to keep it. 
There are times when we need to take action, as Saul did in 1 Samuel 11:6-7. However, there are times when we simply need to hold our peace.  Holding our peace means staying silent, by not responding to negativity, bad attitudes, bad people, or ungodly behaviors or comments from others, all of which can adversely affect us.  These things should never be allowed to affect our peace, thoughts, emotions, behaviors, or reactions.  We can choose peace by refusing to let others' comments, attitudes, or actions steal it from us and by allowing peace and self-control to reign in us through the power of the Holy Spirit.
How do we keep our peace?  Let’s see how Saul maintained his peace.
1- He stepped into his calling. (v. 24)
2- He obeyed God by obeying Samuel. (v. 26)
3- He allowed his heart to be touched by God. (v. 26)
Like Saul, when we trust the Lord more than our circumstances, it becomes easier to step into our calling and to avoid being distracted by the noise around us.  By focusing on what the Lord has called us to do, we become less distracted by naysayers.  Finally, allowing our hearts to be touched and directed by God sets us on a path of purpose.  We then no longer care about the negativity around us because we become mission-focused.
Today, hold on to your peace!

