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January 25, 2024 

 

Dear Valley Stream 24 Families, 

 

It is with great pleasure that I introduce to you our new Director of Pupil Services, 

Dr. Angela Austin.  Dr. Austin brings with her a wealth of experience and expertise 

in the field of education, with over 20 years of dedicated service. Her impressive 

career includes holding positions such as Assistant Director of Special Education, 

Director of Pupil Personnel Services, and Assistant Superintendent for Special 

Education and Pupil Personnel Services. In addition to her administrative roles, Dr. 

Austin has also taught special education for over ten years. Her extensive 

background and knowledge will be a tremendous asset to our school district. 

 

We are excited to announce that Dr. Austin will officially assume her role as Director 

of Pupil Services on January 29, 2024.  We are confident that her leadership and 

commitment to the well-being of our students and families will make a positive 

impact on our district community. 

 

In the meantime, our Interim Director of Pupil Services, Ms. Lisa Sells-Asch, will 

continue to be with us until February 9, 2024, to ensure a smooth transition in 

leadership. We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to Ms. Sells-Asch for her hard 

work and dedication to our entire district community during her time with us. 

 

To facilitate communication, Dr. Austin's contact information will be made available 

on the Pupil Services page of our website. We encourage families who would like to 

reach out to her to do so, as we believe that open communication between our district 

and our families is essential for the success of our students. 

 

We look forward to a bright future under Dr. Austin's leadership and are confident 

that she will help us continue to provide the highest quality education and support to 

our students. 
 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Unal Karakas 

Superintendent of Schools 
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