
VALLEY STREAM UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT TWENTY FOUR 

ANIMALS IN THE SCHOOLS (INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSES) Policy 6190 

The Board of Education recognizes that the study of living things is essential to effective 
instruction in the life sciences. The primary goals for demonstrations and investigations 
involving animals are to achieve an interest in and an understanding of the life processes, to 
demonstrate biological principles, and to teach proper care and handling of animals. Therefore, 
the Board of Education requires that any such instructional activities, investigations, and projects 
be well-planned and adequately supervised, and be conducted with a respect for life and an 
appreciation of the health and safety of both animals and students. 

The Board of Education, in recognizing the educational uses of animals in the classroom, requires 
that permission be obtained from the Building Principal before animals are brought into the 
school or classrooms. It is the Principal1s responsibility to ensure that there is an appropriate 
educational purpose if any animal is housed in a classroom. 

Study and Care of live Animals 

It shall be the responsibility of the Building Principal or his/her designee to develop a plan of 
care for those animals housed in school in the event of an emergency school closing or in the 
event the animals remain in the classroom on days when school is not in session. 

Dissection of Animals 

The School District will not permit the physical dissection of animals in any instructional lesson. 

Instruction in the Humane Treatment of Animals 

Students must receive instruction in the humane treatment and protection of animals and the 
importance of the part they play in the economy of nature as well as the necessity of controlling 
the proliferation of animals that are subsequently abandoned and caused to suffer extreme 
cruelty. 

Ref: Americans with Disabilities Act, 
42 United States Code (USC) Section 12101 et. seq. 
Education Law Section 809 
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Section 100.2(c)(8) 
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