~ Curb The Rescue Resistance ~

It's a common concern that adopting a rescue dog might involve challenging training, but this
perception can often be alleviated with the right information and approach. Here’s how you can
address and dispel the fear of challenging training when adopting a rescue dog:

**1. Emphasise the Support and Resources Available**

- **Rescue Organizations**: Many rescue organisations provide valuable resources and support
for new adopters, including advice on training and behaviour management. They often have
experienced staff or volunteers who can offer guidance and answer questions.

- **Training Classes**: Recommend enrolling in positive reinforcement training classes. These
classes can provide structured guidance and help both the dog and the owner develop a strong
bond.

**2. Highlight the Benefits of Rescue Dogs**

- **Motivation to Please™*: Rescue dogs, especially those that have been in foster care, often
have a strong desire to please and are eager to learn. Foster homes usually provide basic
training and socialisation, which can make the transition smoother.

- **Adaptability**: Many rescue dogs are highly adaptable and can adjust well to new
environments and routines. Their previous experiences often make them more resilient and
flexible.

**3. Address Common Misconceptions**

- **Behavioural Assessments**: Many rescues conduct behavioural assessments before placing
dogs for adoption. This means that the organisation will have insights into the dog's behaviour,
helping to match you with a dog whose training needs align with your expectations.

- **Individual Differences™*: Just like any dog, rescue dogs vary widely in temperament and
behaviour. Some may require more training, while others may already be well-adjusted and
have basic obedience skills.

**4., Offer Success Stories**

- **Share Experiences**: Highlight success stories of people who have adopted rescue dogs
and found training to be a rewarding experience. Many people have successfully trained rescue
dogs and built strong, positive relationships.

- **Examples of Resilience*: Provide examples of rescue dogs that have overcome past
traumas and thrived in their new homes with the help of training and care.

**5. Stress the Importance of Patience and Consistency™*



- **Positive Reinforcement™*: Emphasise that using positive reinforcement techniques (rewards
for good behaviour) is effective and can make training enjoyable for both the dog and the owner.
- **Gradual Progress**: Remind them that training is a gradual process. Progress may be slow
initially, but with consistency and patience, many behavioural issues can be addressed
successfully.

**6. Highlight the Rewarding Nature of Training**

- **Bonding Experience**: Training provides an excellent opportunity to bond with your new dog.
Building trust and communication through training can be incredibly rewarding.

- **Behavioural Improvements**: Successful training can lead to significant improvements in
behaviour, resulting in a more harmonious and enjoyable relationship with the dog.

**7. Encourage Professional Help if Needed**

- **Professional Trainers**: If challenges arise, professional dog trainers can provide additional
support and customised strategies for working with a rescue dog. They are skilled at addressing
a wide range of behavioural issues.

- **Behavioral Resources**: Many communities have resources such as dog trainers,
behaviourists, and support groups specifically geared towards helping owners of rescue dogs.

**8. Normalise the Training Process™**

- **Every Dog Needs Training**: Remind them that all dogs, regardless of background, need
training. The skills learned in training help ensure that dogs can adapt well to their new homes
and become well-behaved companions.

- **Training as a Lifelong Commitment**: Training is an ongoing process that evolves with the
dog's growth and changes in their environment. The initial challenges often lead to long-term
benefits.

By providing this information, you can help potential adopters see that while training a rescue
dog may require effort, it is often a manageable and highly rewarding experience. The key is to
approach it with patience, positivity, and the right support!

Dogs everywhere appreciate you reading this,
Aunty Jazz xx



