
~ Understanding Canine Sensibility: Working with Dogs' Natural Behaviours and Limitations ~

#CanineSensibility refers to the innate and natural instincts, behaviours, and sensitivities that
dogs possess. It encompasses their sensory perceptions, emotional responses, and
behavioural tendencies that are shaped by their evolutionary history and individual experiences.
Recognizing and respecting these aspects is crucial for fostering a harmonious relationship
between humans and dogs. Here’s why it’s important and how we can work with these natural
behaviours and limitations:

**1. **Recognize Natural Instincts**

- **Instinctual Behaviours**: Dogs have a range of instinctual behaviours, such as herding,
hunting, or guarding, which are deeply ingrained. These instincts can influence how they
interact with their environment and with people.
- **Understanding Triggers**: Identifying and understanding these natural triggers can help in
managing behaviours effectively. For example, a herding breed might instinctively try to herd
children or other pets, which requires specific training.

**2. **Respect Sensory Perceptions**

- **Heightened Senses**: Dogs have highly developed senses of smell, hearing, and sight. Their
sensory perceptions can affect how they react to different stimuli. For example, loud noises or
strong scents can be overwhelming or distressing for some dogs.
- **Environmental Sensitivity**: Being mindful of a dog’s sensory sensitivities can help create a
more comfortable and stress-free environment. This includes providing a quiet space away from
loud noises and using gentle, calming methods.

**3. **Address Behavioural Tendencies**

- **Natural Behaviours**: Dogs exhibit a variety of natural behaviours, such as chewing, digging,
and barking. Understanding these behaviours as part of their nature helps in addressing them
constructively.
- **Management and Training**: Providing appropriate outlets and training for these behaviours
can prevent unwanted issues. For example, offering chew toys and engaging in regular exercise
can satisfy a dog’s natural chewing and energy needs.

**4. **Adapt to Emotional Needs**

- **Emotional Responses**: Dogs experience a wide range of emotions, from joy and
excitement to fear and anxiety. Their emotional well-being is closely tied to their behaviour and
interactions with humans.
- **Positive Reinforcement**: Using positive reinforcement methods helps build a trusting and
respectful relationship, addressing behavioural issues in a way that supports emotional health.



**5. **Work Within Limitations**

- **Physical Limitations**: Some dogs may have physical limitations due to age, breed
characteristics, or health conditions. Understanding and accommodating these limitations is
crucial for their well-being.
- **Tailored Care**: Adjusting exercise routines, grooming practices, and living arrangements to
meet a dog’s physical needs can improve their quality of life and prevent health issues.

**6. **Educate and Communicate**

- **Owner Education**: Educating yourself about dog behaviour and body language helps in
recognizing and responding to your dog’s needs appropriately. Knowledge of breed-specific
traits and general canine behaviour is essential.
- **Effective Communication**: Clear and consistent communication with your dog helps in
managing behaviours and building a positive relationship. This includes using commands, body
language, and rewards effectively.

**7. **Provide Enrichment**

- **Mental Stimulation**: Enriching a dog’s environment with toys, puzzles, and activities can
fulfil their mental and physical needs. This helps prevent boredom and promotes overall
well-being.
- **Interactive Engagement**: Regular interaction and playtime strengthen the bond between
you and your dog and address their natural need for social engagement and activity.

**8. **Emphasise Patience and Understanding**

- **Patience in Training**: Training a dog requires patience and an understanding of their natural
learning processes. Dogs learn best through consistent, positive experiences.
- **Respectful Approach**: Approaching training and behaviour management with empathy and
respect for the dog’s natural sensibilities ensures a more effective and compassionate
approach.

---

By embracing the concept of canine sensibility and working with dogs’ natural behaviours and
limitations, we create a more understanding and supportive environment for our canine
companions. This not only enhances their quality of life but also fosters a deeper, more positive
relationship between humans and dogs!

Reach out if you have further questions about #CanineSensibility

Sincerely,
Aunty Jazz



[terrierheartout29@gmail.com]


