Saint Stephen Orthodox Church
Sunday December 7, 2025, (11/24)
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Hieromartyrs Clement, pope of Rome (101), and
Peter, archbishop of Alexandria (311) (Greek)
Matins Gospel (4): Luke 24: 1-12
Epistle: Ephesians 5: 8-19 Gospel: Luke 18: 18-27

https://www.Orthodoxchoir.org
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While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the Soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body. Thou didst arise on the third day

O’Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the Heavenly Powers, cried aloud unto Thee O giver of life. Glory to Thy

K resurrection O Christ. Glory to thy kingdom. Glory to Thy providence O Thou who alone art the Lover of Mankind. j
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Today is the prelude of God's good will/ and the proclamation of the salvation of men./ The Virgin hath manifestly appeared in

the temple of God/ and proclaimeth Christ unto all./ To her let us cry aloud:/ Rejoice, O thou fulfillment// of the Creator's
dispensation!
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O God of our fathers, / deal with us ever according to Thy meekness. / Take not Thy mercy from us,/ but through their

\ supplications// direct our life in peace. )
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For the sufferings which thou didst endure for Christ God, thy head, hath been crowned with a royal diadem, O Stephen, first among them that
have suffered; for, having denounced the insanity of the Jews, thou didst behold thy Savior at the right hand of the Father. Him do thou

therefore entreat in behalf of our souls
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Kontakion of the Feast, Tone 4
The most pure temple of the Savior, the precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the sacred treasury of the glory of God, is on this day

brought into the house of the Lord, bringing with her the grace that is in the divine Spirit. To her do the angels of God chant the hymn:
\ She is the heavenly tabernacle! j

The Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple (Thursday December 4")



https://www.holytrinityorthodox.com/htc/ocalendar/los/November/25-01.htm
https://www.holytrinityorthodox.com/htc/ocalendar/los/November/25-02.htm
https://www.holytrinityorthodox.com/htc/ocalendar/los/November/25-01.htm
https://www.holytrinityorthodox.com/htc/ocalendar/los/November/21-01.htm

THE EPISTLE :for 26" Sunday after Pentecost.

Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the
Ephesians. (5:8-19)

Brethren :walk as children of light (for the fruit of light
is found in all that is good and right and true) and try to
learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.
For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they 2
do in secret; but when anything is exposed by the light
it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore, it is said, "Awake, O sleeper, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall give you light." Look
carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as
wise, making the most of the time, because the days are
evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what
the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine,
for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit,
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord
with all your heart.

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to
St. Luke. (18:18-27)

At that time, a man came testing Jesus and asking,
“Good Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?”
And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No
one is good but God alone. You know the
commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery. Do not Kkill.
Do not steal. Do not bear false witness. Honor your
father and mother.”” Andthe man said, “All these | have
observed from my youth.” And when Jesus heard it, he
said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you
have and distribute to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when
the man heard this he became sad, for he was very rich.
Jesus, seeing him sad, said, “How hard it is for those
who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?”
Jesus said, “What is impossible with men is possible
with God.”
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