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Thou didst shatter death by Thy cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief, Thou didst turn the sadness of the

ointment bearing women unto joy, and didst bid thine Apostles proclaim a warning that Thou hast risen, O Christ,

\ granting to the world the Great Mercy. J
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O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance./ Grant victory unto Orthodox Christians over their adversaries,/ and
by virtue of Thy Cross,// preserve Thy habitation.
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Your holy martyr Mercurius O Lord, / Through his sufferings has received an incorruptible crown from You, our God. / For

having Your strength, he laid low his adversaries, / And shattered the powerless boldness of demons. / Through his

intercessions, save our souls! )
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\ To you, Theotokos, invincible Defender, having been delivered from peril, I, your city, dedicate the victory festival as a )

thank offering. In your irresistible might, keep me safe from all trials, that | may call out to you: "Hail, unwedded bride!"
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3rd. Sunday of The Great Lent

Save O Lord, thy people, and bless thine inheritance.

Unto thee will | cry, O Lord, O my God.

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews
414 - 5:6
Brethren, seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly
to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace
to help in time of need. For every high priest taken from among
men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he
may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can have
compassion on those who are [gnorant and going astray, since
he himself is also subject to weakness. Because of this he is
required as for the people, so also for himself, to offer sacrifices
for sins. And no man takes his honor to himself, but he who is
called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify
Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him:
“You are my Son, Today | have begotten You.” As He also says
in another place: “You are a priest forever According to the

order of Melchizedek’.

Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark
8:34-38 ;9:1

The Lord said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever
would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for My
sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man,
to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a
man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me
and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him
will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels.” And Jesus said to
them, “Truly, | say to you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death before they see the Kingdom of God come

with power.”
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As a liberator and deliverer of captives, and protector of the poor and needy; as a healing physician of the infirm, and champion of

kings; O triumphant and Great Martyr George; intercede with Christ our God for the salvation of our souls.
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For the sufferings which thou didst endure for Christ God, thy head, hath been crowned with a royal diadem, O Stephen, first

among them that have suffered; for, having denounced the insanity of the Jews, thou didst behold thy Savior at the right hand

of the Father. Him do thou therefore entreat in behalf of our souls
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Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the manifestation of the mystery from the ages; for the Son of God becometh the
Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel proclaimeth grace. Wherefore, do we shout with him to the Theotokos: Rejoice, O full of grace!

The Lord is with thee.
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As the Lord’s disciple you received the Gospel, O Just one;! / as a martyr you have unfailing courage; / as the Brother of the

Lord, you have boldness; / as a hierarch, you are able to intercede. / Entreat Christ God that our souls may be saved.
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