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Emergency Life Safety Systems (ELSS)
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When it comes to fire safety
in high-rise residential
buildings, compliance is not
just about avoiding fines—
it’s about protecting lives.
In Florida, any building
over 75 feet tall that does
not have a full sprinkler
system is required to install
an Emergency Life Safety
System (ELSS).

What is ELSS?

An ELSS is a comprehensive fire
safety strategy designed to reduce
the risk of injury or death in the
event of a fire. Instead of relying
solely on sprinklers, ELSS uses a
combination of life safety features,
including:

» Compartmentalization: Fire-
rated walls and doors to contain
flames and smoke.

» Smoke Control: Systems that
help keep escape routes clear.

+ Emergency Lighting: Ensures
residents can see and exit safely
even if power fails.

e Fire Alarms & Voice
Communication: Alerts and
guides residents during an
emergency.

» Backup Power: Keeps critical
systems running when the main
power source is down.

Why ELSS Matters

Many associations hesitate to
move forward with  ELSS
because of cost concerns or lack
of information. But delaying
compliance can put residents at
risk and expose associations to
legal liability, higher insurance
premiums, and hefty fines.

Beyond  compliance,  ELSS
protects property values and
offers peace of mind. Residents
can feel confident knowing that
their building has multiple layers
of fire protection in place.

How TD Management Helps

Navigating ELSS compliance can
feel  overwhelming. At TD
Management, we:

Work directly with engineers,
fire marshals, and contractors.

Coordinate every step of the
installation process.

Keep residents informed with
clear, ongoing communication.

Ensure projects stay on budget
and on schedule.

If your building isn't yet ELSS-
compliant, now is the time to act.
The deadline for compliance may
vary depending on jurisdiction, but
the risks of waiting are universal.

ELSS ISN’T JUST A REGULATION—IT’S
A LIFE-SAVING SAFEGUARD.




FIRE PUMP
INSTALLATION

When people think about fire protection in buildings, they usually picture sprinklers. But
what makes those sprinklers effective? The answer is simple: water pressure.

That's where the fire pump comes in. Think of it as the heart of your fire protection

system—without it, your sprinklers and standpipes can’t deliver the water needed to stop
a fire from spreading.

Why Fire Pumps are Critical

A properly installed fire pump ensures that:
e Sprinklers and standpipes have adequate water flow.
e Firefighters can access reliable water supply during emergencies.
e The building complies with NFPA 20 standards and local fire codes.

Without a working fire pump, even the most advanced sprinkler system could fail when
it's needed most.

Teri’s Top Fire Pump Installation Tips - ‘i
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1.Hire Certified Professionals - Fire pump installation isn't a “do-it-yourself” project.
Always use licensed contractors who understand NFPA and state code requirements.

2.Plan Ahead for Space & Access - A fire pump room must allow easy access for
inspections, testing, and maintenance. Crowded or poorly designed pump rooms can
lead to costly rework.

3.Schedule Routine Testing - Weekly and monthly tests aren’t optional—they're
essential. A pump that hasn’t been tested can't be trusted in an emergency.

4.Coordinate Early with Stakeholders - Installation involves electrical, plumbing,
engineers, inspectors, and fire marshals. The earlier you coordinate, the fewer delays
you'll face.

5.Budget for Long-Term Maintenance - Fire pumps are a long-term investment.
Routine servicing ensures the pump lasts and performs when needed.

A Real-World Reminder

Imagine a fire breaking out on the 20th floor of a high-rise. Without a functioning fire
pump, sprinklers may only dribble water instead of suppressing flames. Minutes matter,
and without pressure, the system fails. A properly installed and tested pump could mean
the difference between minor damage and catastrophic loss.

Pro Tip from Teri: Treat your fire pump like your building’s emergency engine. If it'’s not
tested and maintained, you can’t count on it when it matters most.
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At TD Management, we believe communication and education
are just as important as construction oversight. That’s why
we’re thrilled to announce the launch of our new digital home:

www.TDPMConsulting.com

We'll be updating the site regularly with:
e News on upcoming deadlines and compliance laws.
¢ Tips for associations managing large-scale projects.
e Behind-the-scenes insights into the work we do.

Bookmark the page, share it with your board, and check back often for
updates.

At TD Management, our mission is simple: to make compliance easier and
projects smoother—so your community can focus on living, not stressing.




