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The Musty Menace: |
How Moldy Rir Conditioning Systems Atiect Your Health

AS SUMMER'S HEAT INTENSIFIES, AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS BECOME ESSENTIAL FOR COMFORT. HOWEVER, THE RELIEF THEY OFFER
CAN BE MARRED BY MUSTY ODORS, OFTEN SIGNALING MOLD AND MILDEW GROWTH. THESE UNPLEASANT SMELLS NOT ONLY DEGRADE
INDOOR AIR QUALITY BUT ALSO POSE SIGNIFICANT HEALTH RISKS. THIS BLOG DELVES INTO THE CAUSES OF MUSTY ODORS IN AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS, THEIR HEALTH IMPACTS, AND STRATEGIES TO COMBAT THESE ISSUES.

UNDERSTANDING MUSTY ODORS IN AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
MUSTY ODORS TYPICALLY STEM FROM MOLD AND MILDEW THRIVING INSIDE AIR CONDITIONING UNITS. THESE FUNGI FLOURISH IN DARK,
DAMP ENVIRONMENTS. THE MOISTURE FROM CONDENSATION, COMBINED WITH ACCUMULATED DUST AND ORGANIC MATTER, PROVIDES
THE PERFECT BREEDING GROUND FOR MOLD AND MILDEW. WHEN AIR FLOWS THROUGH A CONTAMINATED UNIT, IT DISPERSES THESE
ODORS INTO LIVING SPACES, IMPACTING INDOOR AIR QUALITY AND POTENTIALLY CAUSING DISCOMFORT AND HEALTH PROBLEMS.

HEALTH IMPLICATIONS OF MOLDY AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
MOLD AND MILDEW IN AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS CAN LEAD TO VARIOUS HEALTH ISSUES, ESPECIALLY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH
ALLERGIES, ASTHMA, OR OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS. AIRBORNE MOLD SPORES CAN WORSEN EXISTING RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS
AND TRIGGER NEW ONES. SYMPTOMS OF EXPOSURE INCLUDE COUGHING, WHEEZING, NASAL CONGESTION, THROAT IRRITATION, AND
AGGRAVATED ASTHMA SYMPTOMS. SEVERE EXPOSURE CAN RESULT IN RESPIRATORY INFECTIONS AND OTHER SYSTEMIC HEALTH
EFFECTS.

MOREOVER, MOLD AND MILDEW RELEASE MYCOTOXINS—HARMFUL SUBSTANCES THAT CAN BECOME AIRBORNE. INHALATION OR
CONTACT WITH MYCOTOXINS MAY CAUSE HEADACHES, DIZZINESS, FATIGUE, AND SKIN IRRITATION. LONG-TERM EXPOSURE TO THESE
TOXINS HAS BEEN LINKED TO NEUROLOGICAL AND IMMUNOLOGICAL PROBLEMS, THOUGH MORE RESEARCH IS NEEDED TO FULLY
UNDERSTAND THESE EFFECTS.

MITIGATION STRATEGIES
PREVENTING AND ADDRESSING MUSTY ODORS FROM MOLDY AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS IS CRUCIAL FOR A HEALTHY INDOOR
ENVIRONMENT. HERE ARE EFFECTIVE
STRATEGIES TO TACKLE THESE ISSUES:

CLEAN THE HVAC SYSTEMS: REGULARLY INSPECT AND CLEAN YOUR AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM AND DUCTWORK. ANNUAL MAINTENANCE
CAN DETECT AND ADDRESS MOLD GROWTH EARLY. REPLACE OR UPGRADE AIR FILTERS, ENSURE PROPER CONDENSATE DRAINAGE, AND
FIX DUCTWORK LEAKS TO REDUCE MOLD AND MILDEW CONDITIONS.

CONTROL HUMIDITY: MAINTAINING INDOOR HUMIDITY LEVELS IS VITAL TO PREVENT MOLD GROWTH. USE DEHUMIDIFIERS AND AIR
CURTAINS IN MOISTURE-PRONE AREAS LIKE LOBBIES AND COMMON ROOMS. ENSURE PROPER VENTILATION IN BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
AND LAUNDRY AREAS TO EXPEL EXCESS MOISTURE. PROPERLY ADJUST OUTDOOR AIR/FRESH AIR INTAKES TO MAINTAIN IDEAL INDOOR

HUMIDITY LEVELS.

BY UNDERSTANDING THE ORIGINS OF MUSTY ODORS AND IMPLEMENTING THESE STRATEGIES, YOU CAN KEEP YOUR AIR CONDITIONING
SYSTEM A SOURCE OF COMFORT RATHER THAN A HEALTH HAZARD. STAY COOL AND BREATHE EASY THIS SUMMER!



MAY NEWSLEJTER

Eight Money-Saving
ﬂ(l(ll Maintenance steps

WHEN IT COMES TO BUILDING MAINTENANCE, PROPERTY MANAGERS OFTEN
OVERLOOK THE ROOF UNTIL DAMAGE OCCURS OR A PROBLEM REQUIRES
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION. HOWEVER, PROACTIVE ROOF MAINTENANCE CAN
PREVENT UNEXPECTED, COSTLY REPAIRS AND EXTEND THE ROOF'S LIFESPAN.
HERE IS A BRIEF GUIDE ON MAINTAINING YOUR ROOF TO AVOID UNFORESEEN
EXPENSES AND ENSURE ITS LONGEVITY.

SAVE YOUR ROOF IN EIGHT EASY STEPS

1. REGULAR INSPECTIONS: INSPECT YOUR ROOF MONTHLY OR

QUARTERLY, AND ALWAYS CHECK AFTER SEVERE WEATHER. ROUTINE
INSPECTIONS HELP CATCH ISSUES EARLY BEFORE THEY BECOME COSTLY
REPAIRS.

2. PROMPT REPAIRS: FIX MINOR CRACKS OR UNSEALED AREAS
PROMPTLY TO PREVENT WATER INTRUSION. ADDRESSING SMALL
BREACHES EARLY CAN AVOID SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE OVER TIME,
ESPECIALLY BEFORE HEAVY RAIN SEASONS.

3. LIMIT FOOT TRAFFIC: MINIMIZE FOOT TRAFFIC ON YOUR ROOF TO
PREVENT SURFACE DAMAGE. RESTRICT ACCESS TO ESSENTIAL
PERSONNEL AND ESTABLISH DESIGNATED PATHWAYS TO REDUCE WEAR
AND TEAR.

4. BUILD CONTRACTOR RELATIONSHIPS: IDENTIFY AND ESTABLISH
RELATIONSHIPS WITH REPUTABLE ROOFING CONTRACTORS. REGULAR
INSPECTIONS AND MAINTENANCE BY A FAMILIAR CONTRACTOR CAN
ENSURE QUICK RESPONSE TIMES, ESPECIALLY AFTER SEVERE WEATHER.

5. ADDRESS LEAKS IMMEDIATELY: LOOK FOR WET INSULATION OR
WATERMARKS, WHICH INDICATE LEAKS. PROMPTLY REPAIRING LEAKS
PREVENTS MOLD, INFESTATIONS, AND ENERGY INEFFICIENCY.

6. EXPLORE RESTORATION OPTIONS: CONSIDER ROOF RESTORATION
METHODS THAT CAN EXTEND THE ROOF'S LIFE MORE AFFORDABLY THAN
REPLACEMENT. ROOF COATINGS CAN ADDRESS ISSUES AND ADD
DECADES TO THE ROOF'S LIFESPAN.

7. IMPROVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY: ROOF COATINGS NOT ONLY EXTEND
THE ROOF'S LIFE BUT ALSO COOL THE SURFACE, REDUCING UTILITY
COSTS. THIS MAKES THE ROOF WATERTIGHT AND ENHANCES THE
BUILDING'S ENERGY EFFICIENCY.

8. KNOW YOUR WARRANTY: FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH YOUR ROOF
WARRANTY'S TERMS, CONDITIONS, AND EXCLUSIONS. UNDERSTANDING
YOUR WARRANTY HELPS AVOID UNNECESSARY EXPENSES AND
ENSURES YOU MAXIMIZE COVERAGE BENEFITS.

BY FOLLOWING THESE EIGHT STEPS, PROPERTY MANAGERS CAN
EFFECTIVELY MAINTAIN THEIR ROOFS, AVOID UNEXPECTED COSTS, AND
EXTEND THE ROOF'S SERVICE LIFE. PROACTIVE MAINTENANCE ISKEY TO
PROTECTING YOUR INVESTMENT AND ENSURING A SECURE, EFFICIENT

BUILDING.
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Video Cameras-for
surveillance Purposes Only

Many community associations install video surveillance cameras in common
areas to enhance security for their residents. However, these good intentions
can lead to unexpected consequences, including potential liability. Here’s what
associations need to consider to avoid pitfalls.

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PROVIDING SECURITY

GENERALLY, AN ASSOCIATION IS NOT OBLIGATED TO ENSURE ANY
PERSON'S SAFETY OR PROVIDE SECURITY TO RESIDENTS. HOWEVER,
IF AN ASSOCIATION ASSUMES THIS DUTY, SUCH AS BY INSTALLING
SECURITY CAMERAS, IT MUST PERFORM THIS ROLE NON-
NEGLIGENTLY. FLORIDA COURTS HAVE RULED THAT IF AN
ASSOCIATION APPEARS TO UNDERTAKE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
PROVIDING SECURITY, IT MUST TAKE REASONABLE MEASURES TO
PREVENT CRIMINAL ACTIVITY.

FOR INSTANCE, IN VAZQUEZ V. LAGO GRANDE HOMEOWNERS ASS'N,
THE COURT HELD THE ASSOCIATION LIABLE FOR FAILING TO PROVIDE
ADEQUATE SECURITY, RESULTING IN A TRAGIC INCIDENT. THE
ASSOCIATION'S SECURITY GUARDS ALLOWED AN UNAUTHORIZED
INDIVIDUAL INTO THE COMMUNITY, LEADING TO A FATAL SHOOTING.
THIS CASE HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING PROPER

| SECURITY MEASURES IF AN ASSOCIATION CHOOSES TO PROVIDE
THEM.

SURVEILLANCE VS. SECURITY CAMERAS

TO AVOID CREATING AN EXPECTATION OF SECURITY, ASSOCIATIONS
SHOULD CLEARLY COMMUNICATE THAT VIDEO CAMERAS ARE FOR
SURVEILLANCE PURPOSES ONLY, NOT SECURITY. LABELING THEM AS
“SECURITY CAMERAS” MIGHT IMPLY THAT THE ASSOCIATION IS
GUARANTEEING RESIDENTS' SAFETY, INCREASING LIABILITY RISKS.

FORESEEABLE CRIMINAL CONDUCT

REGARDLESS OF USING VIDEO CAMERAS, ASSOCIATIONS CAN BE LIABLE FOR CRIMINAL CONDUCT THAT IS REASONABLY FORESEEABLE. AS SEEN IN

CZERWINSKI V. SUNRISE POINT CONDOMINIUM, LANDLORDS (OR ASSOCIATIONS) MAY BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR NOT TAKING PRECAUTIONS AGAINST

PREDICTABLE CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES.

PROPER INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE

IF AN ASSOCIATION INSTALLS VIDEO CAMERAS, IT MUST DO SO PRUDENTLY. CAMERAS SHOULD BE WELL-MAINTAINED AND PROMPTLY REPAIRED TO ENSURE
FUNCTIONALITY. ADDITIONALLY, IT'S ESSENTIAL TO ADHERE TO FLORIDA LAW (SECTION 934.03, FS), WHICH PROHIBITS RECORDING AUDIO WITHOUT THE @
CONSENT OF ALL PARTIES INVOLVED. THEREFORE, CAMERAS SHOULD BE LIMITED TO CAPTURING VISUAL FOOTAGE ONLY.



