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       PRAYER: NOT A YES, THEN WHAT?

When you pray for things,
you don’t get them
because you want them for the wrong reason
—for your own pleasure.        James 4:3 (GW)

WHEN GOD IS SILENT

1.          					        IN OUR LIVES
Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear. 3 For your hands are stained with blood, your fingers with guilt. Your lips have spoken falsely, and your tongue mutters wicked things.		  Isa 59:1-3 (NIV)

If I had not confessed the sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.  			 Psa 66:18 (NLT)

HAVE I TURNED FROM DOING ALL THINGS MY WAY AND TURNED TO GOD?

2.          					        IN OUR LIVES
So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember that someone has something against you, 24 leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.                                                              Matt 5:23-24 (NLT)

Remember that you and your wife are partners in receiving God’s blessings, and if you don’t treat her as you should, your prayers will be hindered. 	 1 Pet 3:7 (LB)

HAVE I FORGIVEN AND RECONCILED THE RELATIONSHIPS AROUND ME?

3.          					        IN OUR LIVES
But he must ask in faith, without doubting [God’s willingness to help]... 7 For such a person ought not to think or expect that he will receive anything [at all] from the Lord.
James 1:6-7 (AMP)

HAVE I PLACED MY COMPLETE TRUST IN GOD FOR ALL THINGS?
WHEN GOD SAYS NO

HE HAS A BETTER        	
This plan of mine is not what you would work out, neither are my thoughts the same as yours! 9 For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than yours, and my thoughts than yours.                                        Isa 55:8-9 (LB)

HE HAS A GREATER     	
The purpose of these troubles is to test your faith as fire tests how genuine gold is. Your faith is more precious than gold, and by passing the test, it gives praise, glory, and honor to God.	   						      1 Pet 1:7 (GW)

Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is all you need, for my power is greatest when you are weak.” Therefore I will gladly boast about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power can work through me!... For when I am weak, then I am strong! 
						         2 Cor 12:8-10 (NIV)

WHEN GOD SAYS NO, AM I CONTENT WITH HIS ANSWER OR DO I CONTINUE?

WHEN GOD SAYS NOT YET

HE HAS A BIGGER    		
He knows about everyone, everywhere. Everything about us is bare and wide open to the all-seeing eyes of our living God; nothing can be hidden from him.		       Heb 4:13 (LB)

These present troubles are quite small and won’t last very long. Yet they will produce in us an immeasurably great glory that will last forever! So, we don’t look at the trouble we can see right now; rather, we look forward to what we have not yet seen. For the troubles we see will soon be over, but the joys to come will last forever.		  		         2 Cor 4:17-18 (NLT)
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NEXT WEEK…  God’s Greatest Gifts To Us: Hope When I Feel Defeated
