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     *** FAITH FOR THE SKEPTIC ***

So use every piece of God’s armor to resist the enemy whenever he attacks, and when it is all over, you will still be standing up. 14 But to do this, you will need … the shield of faith… Eph 6:11-14 (TLB)

KEY ASPECTS OF FAITH

·    	 		without 			: A conviction that does not require tangible evidence, sometimes described as the assurance of things hoped for.
·    			and 				: Absolute reliance, such as trust in God or confidence in another person.
·    	 		and 				: Devotion to a person or duty, often demonstrated through action or commitment rather than just intellectual agreement.

For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 			    		     Rom 10:8-10 (NIV)

1. FAITH TRUSTS - 						

Abraham thought about all this, but his faith in God did not become weak. 20 He never doubted that God would keep his promise, and he never stopped believing. He grew stronger in his faith and gave praise to God.		         Rom 4:19-22 (NCV)

Those who know your name trust in you, for you, O Lord, do not abandon those who search for you.		          Psa 9:10 (NLT)

The Lord’s love never ends; his mercies never stop.3 They are new every morning; Lord, your loyalty is great.   Lam 3:22-23 (NCV)

WHICH THING, CONCEPT, RELATIONSHIP, OR… AM I PUTTING MY FAITH IN?

2. FAITH EXTINQUISHES -					

Where God’s love is, there is no fear, because God’s perfect love drives out fear. It is punishment that makes a person fear, so love is not made perfect in the person who fears.     1 John 4:18 (NCV)

For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 						   2 Tim 1:7 (ESV)

Fear not, for I am with you. Do not be dismayed. I am your God. I will strengthen you; I will help you; I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.		         Isa 41:10 (TLB)

WHICH FEARS STILL HAVE A GRIP ON MY LIFE?

3. FAITH PROTECTS - 					
The Lord says, ‘Don’t be afraid! Don’t be paralyzed by this mighty army! For the battle is not yours, but God’s! 
				  2 Chron 20:15 (TLB)

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble;
he knows those who take refuge in him.	         Nahum 1:7 (ESV)

The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”            	                                  Heb 13:5 & Deut 31:8 (NIV)

And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” 				           Matt 8:26 (NIV)

WHICH BATTLES AM I FIGHTING  WITHOUT GOD?

4. FAITH DEFEATS -						
For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our faith. 5 And who can win this battle against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God.    				     1 John 5:4-5 (NLT)

Even when we are too weak to have any faith left, he remains faithful to us and will help us, for he cannot disown us who are part of himself, and he will always carry out his promises to us.		     		       2 Tim 2:13 (TLB)

It is impossible to please God without faith. 	          Heb 11:6 (NLT)

The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on.		    Exo 14:14-15 (NIV)

Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” 29 “Yes, come,” Jesus said. 
				  Matt 14: 28-29 (NLT)

WHICH AREAS OF MY LIFE AM I FEELING CURRENTLY 			   ?
