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10-4-26		 1 Sam 25:39-42 (NLT)
When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Praise the Lord, who has avenged the insult I received from Nabal and has kept me from doing it myself. Nabal has received the punishment for his sin.” Then David sent messengers to Abigail to ask her to become his wife. 40 When the messengers arrived at Carmel, they told Abigail, “David has sent us to take you back to marry him.” 41 She bowed low to the ground and responded, “I, your servant, would be happy to marry David. I would even be willing to become a slave, washing the feet of his servants!” 42 Quickly getting ready, she took along five of her servant girls as attendants, mounted her donkey, and went with David’s messengers. And so she became his wife. 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk241101080]WHAT MATTERS MORE THAN WINNING -          		__

It is an honor for a man to stay out of a fight. Only fools insist on quarreling.						    Prov 20:3 (TLB) 

Choose a good reputation over great riches; being held in high esteem is better than silver or gold.	                Prov 22:1 (NLT)

We will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ. Eph 4:14-15 (NLT)

WHERE HAVE I BECOME MORE CONCERNED WITH BEING RIGHT 
THAN WITH REFLECTING CHRIST?

2. WISE PEOPLE BECOME -					   .          

 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  						  Rom 12:18 (NIV)

So then, let us aim for harmony and peace in the church and try to build each other up.			 	  Rom 14:19 (NLT)

Try to stay out of all quarrels, be peaceful, and seek to live a clean and holy life.			         		   Heb 12:14 (TLB)


But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.		        James 3:17-18 (NIV)

WHEN I WALK INTO A ROOM, 
DO PEOPLE TEND TO EXPERIENCE MORE PEACE OR MORE TENSION?

3. WISDOM CHANGES YOUR -					   .

In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.
   Titus 2:7-8 (NIV)

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.	  Deut 6:6-8 (ESV)

[bookmark: _Hlk241726926]4 I will reveal these truths to you so that you can describe these glorious deeds of God to your children and tell them about the mighty miracles he did. 5 For he gave his laws to Israel and commanded our fathers to teach them to their children… 7 In this way each generation has been able to obey his laws and to set its hope anew on God and not forget his glorious miracles.								  Psa 78:3-8 (TLB)

WHAT IS MY LIFE TEACHING THE PEOPLE CLOSEST TO ME—
EVEN WHEN I AM NOT SAYING ANYTHING?

4. WHAT AM I LEAVING BEHIND -				   .

When a good man dies, he leaves an inheritance to his grandchildren; but when a sinner dies, his wealth is stored up for the godly.						  Prov 13:22 (TLB)

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.		        						  John 15:16 (NIV)
Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, and learn from those who follow our example.  		     Phil 3:17 (NLT)

IF THE PEOPLE CLOSEST TO ME BECAME 				, 
WHAT WOULD THEY BECOME?
