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GOD’S GREATEST GIFTS TO US – Part 3 of 6

Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy.
James 1:2 (NLT)

FINDING JOY IN GOD’S PURPOSES
1.   ACKNOWLEDGE _____________________    (WORSHIP)
I know the Lord is always with me.  I will not be shaken, for He is right beside me.  No wonder my heart is glad, and I rejoice.                                              Psa. 16:8-9 (NLT)

Let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them sing joyful praises forever. Spread your protection over them, that all who love your name may be filled with joy.     Psa. 5:11

You will show me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and the pleasures of living with you forever.                                                             Psa. 16:1 (NLT)

I will be filled with joy because of you. I will sing praises to your name, O Most High.                              Psa. 9:2 (NLT)

2.   EMBRACE _______________________     (FELLOWSHIP)
They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—all the while praising God.
Acts 2:46-47 (NLT)
We have so much joy before our God because of you. We cannot thank Him enough for all the joy we feel.  
1 Thes. 3:9 (NCV)
I am filled with joy, and I share that joy with all of you.  For this same reason you also should be filled with joy and share that joy with me.                               Phil. 2:17-18 (GW)

3.   FOLLOW _______________________      (DISCIPLESHIP)
The instructions of the Lord are correct. They make the heart rejoice.                                                  Psa. 19:8 (GW)

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  
John 15:10-11 (ESV)
I told them many things while I was with them in this world so they would be filled with my joy.  I have given them your word.                                     John 17:13-14 (NLT)

4.   ADMINISTER _______________________      (MINISTRY)
I take joy in doing your will, my God, for your instructions are written on my heart.                               Psa. 40:8 (NLT)

We ask God to strengthen you by his glorious might with all the power you need to patiently endure everything with joy.                                                                     Col. 1:11 (GW)

Because you are my helper, I sing for joy in the shadow of your wings.  I cling to you; your strong right hand holds me securely.                                              Psa. 63:7-8 (NLT)

5.  SHARE _______________________       (EVANGELISM)
With joy you will drink deeply from the fountain of salvation!  In that wonderful day you will sing:  “Thank the Lord! Praise his name! Tell the nations what He has done. Let them know how mighty He is!            Isa. 12:3-4 

Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, 
whose sins are put out of sight.  Yes, what joy for those 
whose record the Lord has cleared of sin.  
 Rom. 4:7-8 (NLT)
They reported how the Gentiles had turned to God; this news brought great joy to all the believers.  Acts 15:3 (GN)
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