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Cochise County retail sales down, hospitality up in January 

BENSON, Arizona — In January, Cochise County’s estimated retail sales were down 0.4 percent from 

January 2021, after adjusting for inflation (compared to an 8.1 percent increase for all of Arizona). 

Inflation played a major role in determining the direction and magnitude of changes in sales, subtracting 

7.5 percentage points from January year-over-year growth rates. As a result, Cochise County’s nominal 

retail sales growth of 7.1 percent was reversed to reflect the 0.4 percent drop. 

January’s sales performance follows an 8.1 percent inflation-adjusted annual increase in Cochise 

County’s retail sales for 2021 (while statewide sales grew by 15.1 percent for the year).  

Cochise County's restaurant & bar sales were up 3.4 percent in January, after inflation, following 16.2 

percent annual growth in 2021. Statewide, Arizona's restaurant & bar sales were up 19.1 percent in 

January after annual growth of 29.4 percent for 2021. The strong annual gains last year follow COVID-

related declines of 9.4 percent in Cochise County and 16.6 percent for all of Arizona in 2020. 

Hotel/motel receipts in Cochise County were up 16.5 percent in the January comparisons following 39.8 

percent growth for the year in 2021. Statewide, estimated receipts were up 74.3 percent in January 

after an annual gain of 51.9 percent last year. With the COVID-related slowdown in travel in 2020, 

annual hotel/motel receipts that year were down 25.5 percent in Cochise County and 33.1 percent 

statewide, before last year’s rebound. 

Sales by remote sellers (those without a physical presence in Arizona and with annual gross sales in-

state of $100,000 or more) were up 2.7 percent in Cochise County in January, compared to a 19.2 

percent jump statewide.  

At the city level, retail sales in Benson were up 2.2 percent in January 2022, following a 0.1 percent 

annual, inflation-adjusted gain for all of 2021. Restaurant and bar sales in Benson were up 2.4 percent in 

January after a 19.1 percent annual jump in 2021. Hotel/motel receipts were down 35.2 percent in 

January following a 49.1 percent annual increase last year. 

In Bisbee, retail sales were down 2.9 percent in the January comparisons, after inflation, following 10.1 

percent annual growth for all of 2021. Bisbee’s restaurant and bar sales were up 75.4 percent in January 

after increasing 20.5 percent for the year in 2021. Hotel/motel receipts in Bisbee more than tripled in 
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January, compared to January last year, showing a 215.2 percent increase following a 41.3 percent 

annual gain last year. 

In Douglas, retail sales were down 9.2 percent in January 2022 following an annual increase of 6.4 

percent last year. Restaurant and bar sales in Douglas were down 18.0 percent in January after seeing 

5.5 percent annual growth for all of 2021. (Hotel/motel estimates are unavailable for Douglas due to the 

small number of establishments and state department of revenue confidentiality rules.) 

Huachuca City’s retail sales were up 4.9 percent in January after a 7.4 percent annual gain in 2021. 

(Restaurant and bar and lodging receipt estimates are not available for Huachuca City due to the small 

number of businesses.) 

Retail sales in Sierra Vista were up 3.4 percent in January after increasing 9.1 percent for the year in 

2021. Sierra Vista’s restaurant and bar sales were down 4.6 percent in January, after the inflation 

adjustment, following a 12.3 percent jump for all of 2021. Hotel/motel receipts were down 9.3 percent 

in January after soaring 43.7 percent last year. 

Tombstone’s retail sales were up 20.3 percent in January following an annual gain of 43.4 percent last 

year. Restaurant and bar sales in Tombstone were up 18.5 percent in January on the heels of 32.5 

percent annual growth last year. Hotel/motel receipts were down 16.8 percent in January after annual 

growth of 49.8 percent for all of 2021. 

In Willcox, retail sales were up 34.8 percent in the January comparisons after an 11.1 percent annual 

increase last year. Restaurant and bar sales in Willcox were up 17.5 percent in January following 12.2 

percent growth for all of 2021. Willcox hotel/motel receipts were up 25.4 percent in January (full-year 

comparison data for 2021 are not available). 

For more information on the Cochise County economy, including current and historical data, visit 

CochiseEconomy.com, a partnership project of SAEDG, Arizona G&T Cooperatives, and community 

sponsors.
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Cochise County sales 
 January 2022 January 2021 Year-over-year 

Growth 
Year-over-year Inflation-

adjusted Growth 
Year-to-date 

2022 
Year-to-date 

2021 
Year-to-date 

Growth 
Year-to-date Inflation-

adjusted Growth 

Arizona         

Retail $7,641,061,810 $6,612,304,860 15.6% 8.1% $7,641,061,810 $6,612,304,860 15.6% 8.1% 

Restaurant/Bar $1,528,500,863 $1,207,133,318 26.6% 19.1% $1,528,500,863 $1,207,133,318 26.6% 19.1% 

Hotel/Motel $397,264,415 $218,550,600 81.8% 74.3% $397,264,415 $218,550,600 81.8% 74.3% 

Remote Seller* $876,286,181 $691,566,065 26.7% 19.2% $876,286,181 $691,566,065 26.7% 19.2% 

Cochise County         

Retail $85,195,272 $79,548,418 7.1% -0.4% $85,195,272 $79,548,418 7.1% -0.4% 

Restaurant/Bar $14,192,522 $12,803,079 10.9% 3.4% $14,192,522 $12,803,079 10.9% 3.4% 

Hotel/Motel $4,752,833 $3,835,028 23.9% 16.5% $4,752,833 $3,835,028 23.9% 16.5% 

Remote Seller* $13,281,625 $12,051,862 10.2% 2.7% $13,281,625 $12,051,862 10.2% 2.7% 

Benson         

Retail** $6,537,120 $5,961,611 9.7% 2.2% $6,537,120 $5,961,611 9.7% 2.2% 

Restaurant/Bar $1,272,319 $1,157,473 9.9% 2.4% $1,272,319 $1,157,473 9.9% 2.4% 

Hotel/Motel $635,151 $879,024 -27.7% -35.2% $635,151 $879,024 -27.7% -35.2% 

Bisbee         

Retail $2,689,194 $2,572,519 4.5% -2.9% $2,689,194 $2,572,519 4.5% -2.9% 

Restaurant/Bar $1,223,808 $669,275 82.9% 75.4% $1,223,808 $669,275 82.9% 75.4% 
Hotel/Motel $1,311,125 $406,331 222.7% 215.2% $1,311,125 $406,331 222.7% 215.2% 

Douglas         

Retail*** $7,599,286 $7,730,189 -1.7% -9.2% $7,599,286 $7,730,189 -1.7% -9.2% 

Restaurant/Bar $1,100,480 $1,230,050 -10.5% -18.0% $1,100,480 $1,230,050 -10.5% -18.0% 

Huachuca City         

Retail $640,220 $569,746 12.4% 4.9% $640,220 $569,746 12.4% 4.9% 

Sierra Vista         
Retail $51,702,145 $46,646,285 10.8% 3.4% $51,702,145 $46,646,285 10.8% 3.4% 

Restaurant/Bar $8,265,568 $8,030,687 2.9% -4.6% $8,265,568 $8,030,687 2.9% -4.6% 

Hotel/Motel $1,404,813 $1,431,258 -1.8% -9.3% $1,404,813 $1,431,258 -1.8% -9.3% 

Tombstone         

Retail $1,434,809 $1,122,873 27.8% 20.3% $1,434,809 $1,122,873 27.8% 20.3% 

Restaurant/Bar $757,180 $600,986 26.0% 18.5% $757,180 $600,986 26.0% 18.5% 

Hotel/Motel $239,025 $263,566 -9.3% -16.8% $239,025 $263,566 -9.3% -16.8% 
Willcox         

Retail**** $3,951,748 $2,777,739 42.3% 34.8% $3,951,748 $2,777,739 42.3% 34.8% 

Restaurant/Bar $753,753 $602,970 25.0% 17.5% $753,753 $602,970 25.0% 17.5% 

Hotel/Motel $575,823 $433,255 32.9% 25.4% $575,823 $433,255 32.9% 25.4% 
Source: Arizona Department of Revenue and US Economic Research 
Note: Sales figures are estimates based on sales tax collections. Retail excludes food for home consumption. * Includes sales from sellers without a physical presence in Arizona and annual gross sales in-state of $100,000 or more.  **Excludes single Items over 
$5,000. ***Excludes single Items over $10,000. ****Excludes single Items over $1,250. 
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